











there were probably about a dozen. Just terrific, ter-
rific fellows.®
This particular day in Montevideo they were fore-
closing in federal court. A U.S. marshal was there, and
I bet [ had about 10,000 farmers there. We had
developed tactics, technigues, and so on. T told him
that T felt that if he would let me talk to him, that I
could convince him that he should not proceed with
the sale. “Well.” he said, “it doesn't make any dif-
ference how much I agree with you, [ must proceed
with the sale.” Well, out in the hall where you
couldn’t identify somebody, somebody would holler,
“Let the son of a bitch out here and we'll cut a hole in
the ice and push him down twice and pull him up
once.” Somebody else would say, “"Let’s tie him up
with one hind leg behind the car and haul him back
to St. Paul,” and this type of thing, and he was white
as a sheet. Well, it's a fact — we never hurt anybody.
Finallv, he called the U.S. district attormey, and 1
asked him if T could talk, and I said,"Now, you can be
awfully brave, but there's going to be no sale. If you
call it off, fine. but if you want us to manhandle him,
if we have to, we have to. But there's going to be no
sale.” So, they called it off. Well, not long after that 1
got a call from Floyd Olson, “John, I'd like to see
vou.” So, I came in and he said, “John, I had a call
from the president. He thinks you're doing a
tremendous job, but you can’'t buck the federal gov-
ermnment.” Well, 1 said, “"Floyd, we did.” And he
said, “You're going to spend the rest of your life in
the pen.” And I said, “"Now, Floyd, up to now we've
hurt no one. You can put me in the pen, but if it takes
10,000, if it takes 100,000, if it takes I don't know
how many. I'm not going to stay there. If you want a
civil war, if that's what you're aiming for, that’s the
way to get it.” “Well” he said, “what do vou want
me to doP” I said, “Call the president.” Which he
did, so here was the president [Franklin D.
Roosevelt] in Washington, Floyd Olson was on one
phone, and I was on the other, and the president told
me, “Mr. Bosch, I can't tell you how much T admire
what vou're doing” — 1 don’t remember his exact
words, but something like that — “but you can’t buck
the United States government.” But again, I said,
“Mr. President, we did.” And he said, "I don’t want
you to spend the rest of your life in the penitentiary.”
I told him the same thing I told Floyd Olson — up to
now no one has been hurt, but we are stopping then,
we will continue to stop them, and we'll do whatever
we have to do to stop them. So, then, he said,
“What do you want me to do?” And I said. "There
are three things we offer anyone who wants to fore-
close: One, we'll give you the deed but you give back a
mortgage to the furmer for the amount he's got in it
and you farm for awhile and see how you like it. Two.
you will accept the number of dollars that are
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equal to the amount that would be purchased by the
number of bushels at the time they borrowed. If you
horrow money when com is 80 cents a bushel and
you try to pay for it when it is 2 cents a bushel, it
doesn’t make any difference how you try, you can’t.

Interviewer. So scale the debt down accordingly?

M. Bosch. Right! Or, leave it all in the Federal Land
Bank and if the Federal Land Bank offered them
some kind of a compromise, or otherwise, tell them
to go to hell. That's what we did. . And we called
Henry [A.] Wallace [secretary of agriculture] and
Henry Wallace said the Federal Land Bank called
him and called the thing off. . . . And not long after
that, we got through Congress the federal debt con-
ciliation commission act. Lt provided that any
debtor and/or ereditor could appeal to the commis-
sioners, who were recommended by the governors
and appointed by the president.? And in this area, I
picked them, the governors approved them and they
were sent on to the president. But you could appeal
to the debt conciliation commissioner and he could
listen to the story, and he could set aside the terms of
the mortgage on whatever basis he felt would be rea-
sonably equitable. And if a person would say, “Well,
I can’t pay a thousand dollars, but I can pay ninety
these are the reasons why. And that is all I can pay.”
Bang [hits the table], that's what it was. Well, it is
not an exaggeration to say that through what we did
— the national Farm Holiday Association bringing
about the mortgage moratorium in North Dakota and
Minnesota and the debt conciliation commission act
— I don't think it's an exaggeration to say that we
probably saved hundreds of thousands or millions of
homes and farms from foreclosure.

8These were some of the other leaders of the association.
Haugland, who was from Montevideo, was head of the Tri-
County Holiday Association, which included Yellow Medicine,
Lac qui Parle. and Chippewa counties. Porter was also from
Montevideo, the others were from Dawson.

90n February 23, 1933. Minnesota Governor Olson pro-
claimed o temporary moratorinum upon firm mortgage foreclo-
sures, Belore the expiration of this emergency moratorinm on
May 1, the Minnesota legislature had passed an act giving relief
to debtors and extending the redemption period on past due
mortgages for two vears, Meanwhile the seventy-third Con-
gress was strugeling with the national farm emergency, adopt-
ing in May, 1933, the Agricultural Adjustment Act and in June
the Farm Credit Act, which among other things ereated a Farm
Credit Administration to facilitate the extension of short-term
and intermediate credit to agriculture. To speed up the process
ol debt negotiation, the FCA suggested that governors appoint
special conciliation committees to bring debtors and ereditors
together. In June, 1934, the Frazier-Lemke Act amended the
federal hankruptey Taw to allow further concessions to debt-
ridden farmers. Farmer-Labor Leader, February 28, 1933
Minnesota, Laws, 1933, p. 514-22; United Stawes, Statutes at
Laige, 45:257. 1289; Louis M. Hacker, A Short History of the
New Deal, 2940, 133 (New York, 1934); Schuyler C. Wallace,
The New Deal in Action, 99 (New York and London, 1934).
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