






everybody else's date. To try to fit these all together 
is an extremely difficult thing. And not only is that 
difficult, you began to set up terrific conflicts be­
tween the different groups. So what should have 
been your support becomes your opposition. We 
tried it [a strike], then xve called it off because it xvas 
spasmodic, intermittent; we called it off and set 
another date xvhere we were all supposed to do it 
together. . . . Now here in Minnesota we were 
doing a pretty good job. There was doggone little 
floxving to South St. Paul or an^'xvhere else. 

Interviewer. Who was helping you here in Minnesota? 
You were the main driver? 

Mr. Bosch. Well, as far as the program xvas concemed 
and the things that xvere accomplished, at least 50 
per cent of the paid-up membership of the national 
Farm Holiday Association came from Minnesota. All 
the rest of the United States had less than half So we 
were supporting what everybody else was or wasn't 
trv'ing to do. And this became a factor a little bit later, 
too. Well, xve xvere making progress. We met Gov­
ernor Floyd [B.] Olson who was 100 per cent in favor 
of what we xvere trying to do. We were very, very 
close personal friends. . , , So Floyd Olson did ev­
erything and anything he could, as did Bill [William 
L.] Langer of North Dakota. But none of the rest of 
the governors had the guts. . . . It didn't take long 

to see that we xvere getting nowhere with it [a 
strike], much as we ought to have. . Well, there 
was a Farmers Union meeting in Lake Elizabeth 
Township, and a man came to this meeting. . He 
was a widower and he had moved from one county to 
another, and he had a chattel mortgage. He didn't 
know that a chattel mortgage provided that if he did 
move from one county to another xvitbout the con­
sent of the mortgage holder, they could foreclose. 
And this is what they were doing. Well, I said to the 
people there, this just isn't fair. And in this toxvnship, 
we won't let it happen. So I said, I'll get up real early 
and I xvill drive to where this man [the mortgage 
holder] lives — he was a banker — and try to talk him 
out of it. But just in case I can't, go up and down and 
cross over, go another six miles, cover four town­
ships, and ask every farmer to be there. And if they 
insist on selfing it, we'll buy it for pennies and give it 
back. Well, I got to him, all right, but I couldn't 
move him. So here comes the sheriff, . . six feet 
four, a big, powerful fellow, and the fellow that 
held the mortgage. Here was the whole community, 

''In a penny auction, the friends and neighbors of an owner 
whose farm was being auctioned off folloxx'ing foreclosure of the 
mortgage would bid nominal sums — a total of $5.35 or $1.90, 
for example — preventing any bona fide sale by the implicit 
threat of violence. They xvould then give the owner back his 
property. 

everyone standing there xvith pitchforks. They 
bad nooses hanging through the branches of the 
trees; they [the sheriff and mortgage holder] took one 
look and began to leave. 

Interviewer. Which county? 
Mr. Bosch. This was in Kandiyohi County, in Lake 

Elizabeth Township. So he [the mortgage holder] 
stopped at a bank in Willmar and he sold the 
mortgage to them. So we stopped this. I had talked 
all this over xvith Governor Floyd Olson and I had an 
arrangement with him that as far as the sheriff was 
concerned, that if the sheriff would call him, say 
there was a probability of trouble, then he xvould 
relieve the sheriff, would then protect his bondhold­
ers. Well, it wasn't too long after that, again in Lake 
Elizabeth Township, they were foreclosing [on a real 
estate mortgage]. And I suppose I had a thousand 
farmers in Willmar on that day, and I told . . 
the sheriff what Floyd Olson had said: if he called 
him, he [the sheriff] would be relieved of responsibil­
ity. [The sheriff] said, "Wefl, it doesn't make any dif­
ference how I sympathize, I've sworn to uphold the 
law and I've got to do it. " I had made an'angements 
xx'itb eight powerful men, one xvas a brother of 
mine. two men for each arm and two men for 
each leg. And when the hour came to try the sale and 
I couldn't convince him to call the governor, and he 
said, "Well, gentlemen, " and the next second he was 
flat on his back on the floor. And he stayed there. We 
decided that he would stay there until we said he 
would have to leave town; he asked if he could join. 
So we did give him [the sheriff] an honorary mem­
bership. 

Interviewer. If I could just interrupt you here for a ques­
tion on your technique — did you actually stop these 
sales or did you cany them on then with the penny 
auction kind of tactics?^ 

Mr. Bosch. We did both. If we felt there was good pub­
licity in having a penny sale, well, I'll tell you, the 
news got out and a lot of people that xvere thinking of 
foreclosures thought, well, this is no good. 
We've got the bank holiday and son of a gun, there's 
going to be a foreclosure holiday. And so we prettx' 
well h'ad it stopped all though the state of Minnesota, 
although the farther you went south, this is a rela­
tively richer area, and xve xvere less poxverfid 
there. 

Interviewer. There was more activity around Kandixobi 
County?. 

Mr. Bosch. Kandiyohi County, Chippewa County, Yel­
low Medicine County, actualb' Lac qui Parle, those 
counties. . .Somewhere along here I was going to 
mention the names. But the backbone of the thing — 
Harry Haugland, Berle Porter . C. A. Winsloxv, 
and George Windingstad, the Smalgaards, and, oh. 
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there were probably about a dozen. Just terrific, ter­

rific fellows.^ 
This particular day in Montevideo they were fore­
closing in federal court. AU.S . marshal was there, and 
I bet I had about 10,000 farmers there. We had 
developed tactics, techniques, and so on. I told him 
that I felt that if he would let me talk to him, that I 
could convince him that he should not proceed xvith 
the sale. "Well, " he said, "it doesn't make any dif­
ference bow much I agree x\'ith you, I must proceed 
with the sale. " Well, out in the hall where you 
couldn't identify somebody, somebody would holler, 
"Let the son of a bitch out here and xve'll cut a hole in 
the ice and push him down twice and pull him up 
once. " Somebody else would say, "Let's tie him up 
with one hind leg behind the car and haul him back 
to St. Paul, " and this type of thing, and he was white 
as a sheet. Well, it's a fact — we never hurt anybody. 
Finally, be called the U.S. district attorney, and I 
asked him if I could talk, and I said, "Now, you can be 
awfully brave, but there's going to be no sale. If you 
call it off, fine, but if you want us to manhandle him, 
if we have to, we have to. But there's going to be no 
sale. " So, they called it off. Well, not long after that I 
got a call from Floyd Olson, "John, I'd like to see 
you. " So, I came in and he said, "John, I had a call 
from the president. He thinks you're doing a 

tremendous job, but you can't buck the federal gov­
ernment ." Well, I said, "Floyd, we did." And he 
said, "You're going to spend the rest of your life in 
the pen." And I said, "Now, Floyd, up to now we've 
hurt no one. You can put me in the pen, but if it takes 
10,000, ff it takes 100,000, if it takes I don't know 
how many, I'm not going to stay there. If you want a 
civil war, if that's what you're aiming for, that's the 
way to get it. " "Well, " he said, "what do you want 
me to do?" I said, "Cad the president." Which he 
did, so here was the president [Franklin D. 
Roosevelt] in Washington, Floyd Olson was on one 
phone, and I was on the other, and the president told 
me, "Mr. Bosch, I can't tell you how much I admire 
what you're doing' — I don't remember his exact 
words, but something fike that — "but you can't buck 
the United States government." But again, I said, 
"Mr. President, we did." And be said, "I don't want 
you to spend the rest of your life in the penitentiary." 
I told him the same thing I told Floyd Olson — up to 
now no one has been hurt, but we are stopping them, 
we will continue to stop them, and we'll do whatever 
we have to do to stop them. So, then, be said, 

"What do you want me to do?" And I said, "There 
are three things we offer anyone who wants to fore­
close: One, we'll give you the deed but you give back a 
mortgage to the fiirmer for the amount he's got in it 
and you farm for awhile and see how you like it. Txvo, 

you will accept the number of dollars that are 

equal to the amount that would be purchased by the 
number of bushels at the time they borrowed. If you 
borrow money when com is 80 cents a bushel and 
you try to pay for it when it is 2 cents a bushel, it 
doesn't make any difference boxv you try, you can't. 

Interviewer. So scale the debt down accordingly? 
Mr. Bosch. Right! Or, leave it all in the Federal Land 

Bank and if the Federal Land Bank offered them 
some kind of a compromise, or othei'wise, tell them 
to go to hell. That's what we did. . And we called 

Henry [A. ] Wallace [secretary of agriculture] and 
Henry Wallace said the Federal Land Bank called 
him and called the thing off. . . . And not long after 
that, we got through Congress the federal debt con­
ciliation commission act. . It provided that any 
debtor and/or creditor could appeal to the commis­
sioners, who were recommended by the governors 
and appointed by the president.^ And in this area, I 
picked them, the governors approved them and they 
were sent on to the president. But you could appeal 
to the debt conciliation commissioner and he could 
listen to the stoiy, and he could set aside the terms of 
the mortgage on whatever basis be felt would be rea­
sonably equitable. And if a person would say, "Well, 
I can't pay a thousand dollars, but I can pay ninety — 
these are the reasons why. And that is all I can pay. " 
Bang [hits the table], that's what it was. Well, it is 
not an exaggeration to say that through what we did 

— the national Farm Hofiday Association bringing 
about the mortgage moratorium in North Dakota and 
Minnesota and the debt conciliation commission act 
— I don't think it's an exaggeration to say that xve 
probably saved hundreds of thousands or millions of 
homes and farms from foreclosure. 

^These were some of the other leaders of the association. 
Haugland, who was from Montevideo, xvas head of the Tri-
County Holiday Association, xvhich included Yelloxv Medicine, 
Lac qui Parle, and Chippexva counties. Porter was also from 
Montevideo; the others xvere from Daxvson. 

^On Februarx- 23. 19.3.3, Minnesota Goxernor Olson pro­
claimed a temporary moratorium upon farm mortgage foreclo­
sures. Before the expiration of this emergencx moratorium on 
May 1, the Minnesota legislature had passed an act gix ing relief 
to debtors and extending the redemption period on past due 
mortgages for txvo \ears. Meanxxliile the sexenty-third Con­
gress was struggling with the national farm emergencx', adopt­
ing in May, 1933, the Agricultural Adjustment Act and in June 
the Farm Credit Act, which among other things created a Farm 
Credit Administration to facilitate the extension of short-term 
and intermediate credit to agriculture. To speed up the process 
ot debt negotiation, the FCA suggested that governors appoint 
special conciliation committees to bring debtors and creditors 
togedier. In June, 1934, the Frazier-Lemke Act amended the 
federal bankruptcx' law to alloxx' fiuther concessions to debt-
ridden farmers. Farnwr-Labor Leader, February 28, 1933 
Minnesota, Laivs, 1933, p, 514-22; United States, Statutes at 
Large, 48:257, 1289; Louis NL Hacker, A Short History of the 
New Deal, 29-40, 133 (New York, 19.34); Schuyler C Wallace, 
The New Deal in Action, 99 (New York and London, 1934). 
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