





ning of March, there was a storm of protest. Many pack-
ers refused to concede that he had made sufficient im-
provements to the trail between White Pass City and the
summit to wayrant any payment for its use. Or as Brack-
ettputit  “IThad given the upper portion of my road to
the public so long that they thought they owned it.” As
soon as word got out that Brackett had not been given
authority by Congress to collect a toll, the packers broke
down several tollgates and roughed up collectors and
guards. Brackett called on Colonel Thomas M. Ander-
son, whose battalion of the Fourteenth United States
Infantry had recently arrived on Taiya Inlet, asking him
to protect his property.5?

Colone! Anderson, knowing that Brackett had not yet
been given permission to collect a toll, refused to inter-
vene. Brackett, undaunted, boarded the next ship for
Seattle where he telegraphed King. King called on the
War Department and apparently gave the impression
that a “rowdy element” had seized the wagon road and
had “placed the country in a state of terror,” After listen-
ing to King, Secretary of War Russell A. Alger tele-
graphed the commander of the Department of the Co-
lurnbia to have Colonel Anderson “‘take proper steps for
the protection of persons and property.” Having secured
a copy of the secretary’s telegram, Brackett prepared to
return to Skagway. Prior to boarding the "City of Seat-
tle,” he told the press that he “intended to erect a toll
gate, and backed by government troops, he thought he
would have no difficulty collecting tolls from everybody
who passed over his road.” 55

On his return, Brackett resumed collecting tolls.
News that the army had been placed on stand-by to assist
Brackett was a sufficient deterrent to prevent a mass
confrontation. A company agent, reinforced by thirty
hard-fisted workmen, was positioned by the tollgate at
the entrance to the canyon above White Pass City.
When the packers opened a cutofl bypassing the toligate,
the agent turned his men out and extended the gate to
close the canyon. Two packers who ignored the tollgates
were arrested and fined for trespassing.36

By mid-April, 1898, the bridge over the East Fork
had been completed. To celebrate its opening, thirty
four-horse teams, each pulling between 2,000 and 2,500
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pounds of freight, left Skagway for White Pass City. On
the same day 200 to 300 pack horses passed through the
tollgate south of the bridge. The road at this time was
yielding a modest return, with collections averaging
$1,000 to $1,500 per day. Brackett hoped that the trafhc
would increase and that he would soon begin collecting
$2,000 or more per day.57

NEW DIFFICULTIES began with the arrival of E. C.
Hawkins, an engineer, and a group of Englishmen as-
sociated with Close Brothers, a British company that
proposed to build a railroad across White Pass. Although
Brackett was himself still interested in building such a
railroad, he treated them courteously, providing them
with horses and giving them toll-free passage over his
road. After examining the pass, the men decided that a
railroad was feasible, and Hawkins offered Brackett
$25,000 for his wagon road. Brackett declined.58

One day soon after that, a former associate of Brack-
ett’s named Brogan came into Brackett's office with a
United States marshal and a third man, known locally as
a faro dealer, whom Brackett characterized as a “big bluf-
fer.” Brogan boldly announced that he was taking pos-
session of the property because the Skagway and Yukon
Transportation and Improvement Company had been
placed in receivership. He said he had a claim against
the wagon voad company. Brackett retorted that there
was no wagon road company and that he was building the
road as an individual. Brogan demanded to took through
the company's books. “You can take the books but not
my property,” snapped Brackett. The “big bluffer” then
laid his hands on Brackett's roll-top desk. Brackett
slammed it shut, saying, “You do it over my dead body,”
and shouted for help. A passer-by who heard him re-
turned with a lawyer named Jennings. After listening to
what Brackett had to say Jennings told him, “You have
done just right; stand your ground.” 39

Brogan and his two associates then withdrew, claim-
ing that Brackett was under arrest for resisting a United
States officer. An inquiry satisfied Brackett that Haw-
kins, after failing to buy out the wagon road, had estab-
lished contact with a Skagway banker named Moody and
several of Brackett's former fellow promoters. Moody
had tromped up a claim against Brackett and through
misrepresentation had obtained a court order appointing
him receiver for Brackett's company. Fortunately for
Brackett hjs friend Peabody was in town. Peabody
helped him raise $10.000. Brackett then submitted to
arrest and was taken to Sitka to appear before District
Judge Charles S. Johnson. After hearing both sides of the
story, Judge Johnson dissolved the order placing the
company in receivership. 0

Brackett's courtroom victory did not solve his con-
tinuing financial dilemma. He was soon broke again and
owed $30.000 to his employees and to his creditors.
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BRACKETT GUIDED Senator Knute Nelson of Min-
nesota and other members of the senatorial subcommittee

on territories on a trip to Alaska during the summer of
1903. In picture at left. Nelson (right) is seated atop the

Once more he sailed to Seattle. There he met with sev-
eral Boston capitalists who had learmed of his undertak-
ing. They lent him $25,000; their only security was his
promise to repay. When he got back to Skagway many of
his creditors were surprised to be paid in full as rumors
had circulated that Brackett planned to settle their
claims at fifty cents on the dollar.5?

In mid-May, within twenty-four hours of President
McKinley's signing of the bill extending the Homestead
Law to Alaska, five companies, including Brackett’s and
Close Brothers, had filed applications for charters to
build either a toll road or a railroad across White Pass.
The British company was a jump ahead of Colonel King.
Its attorney was a friend of Secretary of the Treasury
Lyman Gage. Alerted to the president’s signature of the
act, the attorney had his client’s application in front of
Secretary of the Interior Cornelius N. Bliss before King
could act 82

An embittered Colonel King submitted Brackett's
application for a permit granting an easement for a
right-of-way for his wagon road from Skagway to White
Pass along with “terminal and station facilities.” and the
right to fix and collect tolls. In support of Brackett's ap-
plication. it was pointed out that construction had started
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cabin of the "Dolphin” in Alaskan waters. At right,
Brackett (foreground) stands with the senatorial party.
including Nelson (right, with a derby) at the summit of
White Pass on July 6, 1903.

in October, 1897; that a wagon road had already been
opened “with easy grade so that one common team can
haul or draw a load of at least 2,000 pounds on a sled in
winter or a wagon in summer from tidewater to
the summit of White Pass, and from there onward
to Lake Bennett”; that the road had been in heavy use
for some months: that the business was conducted in a
manner satisfactory to freighters and packers: and that
the War Departinent had permitted the collection of
tolls to reimburse Brackett for his construction costs.®3
The application was actually frandulent. because at no
time was it possible to drive a team and wagon loaded
with a ton of supplies bevond White Pass City. Although
Brackett had improved the trail up White Pass Fork be-
tween tollgate number nine and the summit, the route
was passable only to packers, except during sledding sea-
son.

On May 16, after veviewing the documents and map
submitted by Colonel King. Bliss anthorized Brackett to
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“charge temporarily the rate of tolls that have been
heretofore permitted by the War Department.” Receipt
of applications from other interested parties caused the
secretary to defer action on Brackett's request for a
right-of-way. On learning of this, Brackett made a light-
ninglike trip to the nation’s capital. Accompanied by
Senator Cushman Davis, he called on Secretary Bliss.
Brackett told Bliss that he had invested more than
$180,000 in his road. while the Close Brothers and Com-
pany had not spent a dollar. He accused his rivals of
stealing his rights. After listening to his case, Bliss
agreed to give Brackett's company first claim on the
right-of-way .64

Having secured the right-of-way, Brackett continued
to hope that he could build a railroad across White Pass.
He had learned from Sir William Van Horne, however,
that the Canadian government had already granted a
charter to a subsidiary of the Close Brothers for a railroad
from White Pass to Lake Bennett. Sir William advised
him to sell out to Close Brothers. 3

After one last attempt to raise money to build a rail-
road, Brackett in June, 1898, finally came to an agree-
ment with Samuel H. Graves, president of the Pacific
and Arctic Railway Company, Close Brothers™ Awmerican
subsidiary. The company was to pay Brackett $50,000 as
compensation for any damages suffered because of the
construction of the railroad from Skagway to White Pass
and to transfer “all filings, claims, franchise. & right of
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way” belonging to him or the toll road. In addition the
railroad was given an option to purchase the toll road at
any time before July 1. 1899, for an additional $50,000:
until such time. Brackett was to be allowed to operate
and collect tofls on his road. 88

The Brackett road was heavily traveled during the
summer and autumn of 18938, It provided the railroad
with a convenient route to move supplies out to the
grade in advance of the tracks and was at first hailed by
the packers and freighters. But as the railroad extended
its tracks toward the summit, the packers and freighters
were compelled to cut their rates in order to compete.
As the tracks approached White Pass City the packers’
income declined ta the point at which they could only
stay in business if they stopped paying the toll.87

With the coming of winter, the Skagway River froze
over and the packers could reach White Pass City over
the ice. Above White Pass City, howeveyr, was the upper
box canyon and Brackett's tollgate number nine. Al-
though Brackett had improved the trail above this
tollgate, the packers claimed to have built it, and they
were determined to challenge his right to collect toll
there. Between January and the end of March. 1899,
they made repeated attacks on tollgate number nine,
destroying it with axes and driving cattle through it, al-
though they were several times directed to cease and
desist by local judges. The attacks finally stopped after
several of the packers were fined for contempt of court.
Moreover, the railroad had been opened to the summit
on February 21. Although for the next several years the
wagon road saw limited use during the winter when
heavy snows blocked the rails, it was soon forgotten. No
longer maintained, it deteriorated rapidly.8

Meanwhile, in 1899 George Brackett and his sons
invested in a gold mining company at Atlin Lake in
British Columbia. There he remained parttime until
1905. At Atlin Lake Brackett again encountered business
difficulties when his company became involved in a
lengthy legal dispute over mining rights. But as he later
recafled, “I paid my debts when in that country, came
out with a clean record. [and] never carried a case to
court that 1 did not win. 69

In 1905 he returned permanently to Minneapolis
where he remained in retirement until his death in 1921,
Nevertheless, people still thought of him as a man who
would, in Charles E. Flandrau's words, “be off as usual
as soon as a new frontier shows up.” [n 1912 it was
proposed that he hecome involved in building a railroad
in Mexico. Refusing, the seventy-five-vear-old Brackett
admitted that if he were a vounger man he would be
“more than glad to tackle just such a proposition.” But he
said: “The making of money is for me a by-gone art. [ can
only expect to live a few more vears and to enter into so
large an enterprise would be a burden that I could
not stand.” 70
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