











disks, buttons, and religious objects such as crosses and medals
all had their vogue. A final and somewhat pathetic touch is
recorded in the badges and colorful police uniforms worn by
the Indian police who kept order on the white man's reserva-
tions.

There is much to commend in this volume. Obviously,
years of steady research were devoted to gathering and analyz-
ing the data and photographs which form the core of the book.
There are almost 200 illustrations which graphically depict
Teton Dakota use of the white man’s trade goods. These illus-
trations are well chosen and carefully reproduced.

Unquestionably, this book will be used and reused by

museum curators, archaeologists, collectors, and others con-
cerned with the identification and functional usage of metal
objects used by the Teton Dakota and other Plains tribes. Sil-
versmiths and others interested in making reproductions of
jewelry and ornaments worn by these people will consult it,
too. No doubt many others will pour over its pages and dream
of those far-off days when the Teton Dakota horsemen hunted
buffalo and fought the United States cavalry to a standstill on
the plains ol our great West.

Reviewed by ALan R. WoOLWORTH, chief of archaeology for
the Minnesota Historical Society.

news X nores

THE ANNUAL history conlerence and
meeting of the Minnesota Historical So-
ciety will be held Saturday, October 16,
at the Marriott Inn in Bloomington,
Minnesota. Although the subject matter
will be varied, emphasis will be on
economic, business, and industrial top-
ics. John Kenneth Galbraith, well-known
economist and author and former Har-
vard professor, will speak at the noon
luncheon on  Thorstein  Veblen,
Minnesota-born economist, reformer,
philosopher, and author,

Among speakers at sessions during
the day will be Hazel Reinhardt, Min-
nesota state demographer who will speak
on Minnesota demography; Albro Mar-
tin, professor of history at Harvard
whose subject will be James . Hill (Mar-
tin has written a biography of Hill due for
fall publication); and Vance P. Packard
whose discourse will be on industrial ar-
chaeology. Packard is from the Office of
Historic Preservation, Pennsylvania His-
torical and Museum Commission, Har-
rishurg,

At the evening dinner, entertain-
ment will be furnished by Garrison Keil-
lor, public radio personality in the Twin
Cities. On Friday, October 15, at 7:30
P.M., the annual business meeting of the
society and reception for members will
be held at the Burbank-Livingston-
Griggs House at 432 Summit Avenue,
St. Paul. For further information and
registration materials, contact the An-
nual Meeting and History Conference
Committee, Minnesota Historical So-
ciety, 1500 Mississippi Street, St. Paul
53101.

RICHARD W. COX has been chosen
winner of the Minnesota Historical So-
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ciety’s $250 Solon J. Buck Award for
the best article to appear in Minnesota
History in 1975, His first-place article,
“Wanda Gag: The Bite of the Picture
Book.” was published in the Fall issue.
Mr. Cox received his doctorate in history
and art history from the University of
Wisconsin at Madison in 1973, taught for
a time at the University of Wisconsin-
River Falls, and now is American art his-
torian at Louisiana State University,
Baton Rouge.

The Buck Award committee this year
consisted of Robert P. Fogerty, professor
emeritus of history at the College of St.
Thomas, Professor Norman W. Moen,
founder of the program in American
Studies in the General College of the
University of Minnesota; and Kenneth
Carley, editor of this magazine. There is
no winner of the Theodore C. Blegen
Award (for MHS staff members) this
year.

ELLEN J. STEKERT. professor of Eng-
lish at the University of Minnesota, has
been appointed state folklorist in keep-
ing with a new law she urged the Legisla-
ture to pass. It was sponsored by Senator
Gene Merriam of Coon Rapids and Rep-
resentative Phyllis Kahn of Minneapolis,
both DFLers. Thought to be the first
official state folklorist not only in Min-
nesota but in the United States, Profes-
sor Stekert was named to the unsalaried
post by Russell W. Fridley, director of
the Minnesota Historical Society. The
statute creates within the society a cen-
ter for the study of “Minnesota folklife”
and makes the state folklorist director of
the center. The act defines “folklife” as
meaning, in part, “the traditional cus-

toms, beliefs, dances, songs, tales, sav-
ings, art, crafts, and other expressions of
the spint common to a group of people
within any area of the state. "

An editorial in the Minneapolis
Tribune of April 14, 1976, said that “The
law’s aim,” according to Fridley, “is to
broaden the historical society’s eflorts to
collect and preserve “the people’s story’
by giving the society responsibility for
ethnic, regional and occupational
folklore, whether brought to Minnesota
by immigrants or indigenous to the
area.”

THE WILDERNESS LIFE (Macmillan,
1975, 241 p., $7.95) is the latest of
Calvin Rutstrum’s highly readable books
about backwoods living. It is a sequel to
his popular book, Qnee Upon a Wilder-
ness. At the beginning of his new work,
Rutstrum takes what he calls a eritical
and philosophical look at wilderness liv-
ing. For the most part, he compares the
joys of backwoods life with the sterility
he sees in the “industrial treadmill.”
Wilderness living versus city living is
an old theme in American letters.
Romantic writers have always found na-
ture ennobling and the cities debasing to
the human spirit. Rutstrum plays upon
this theme in the first chapters.
Thereafter, he settles down to elaborat-
ing the wilderness subject by drawing
upon a lifetime of experience in the
bush. Readers will be swept along with
accounts of tracking down a wealthy heir
in the wilds of Canada, traveling with
Indian companions, or clopping across
the Southwest deserts on a saddle horse.
This is an enjoyable book that sets the
mind to planning summer expeditions,
NEWELL SEARLE



ince 1849, when it was chartered by the
first territorial legislature, the Minnesota Histor-

ical Society has been preserving a record of

the state’s history. Its outstanding library and

its vast collection of manuscripts,

newspapers, pictures, and museum objects reflect

this activity. The society also interprets Minne-

sota’s past, telling the story of the state

and region through publications, museum displays,

tours, institutes, and restoration of historic

sites. The work of the society is supported in

part by the state and in part by private

contributions, grants, and membership dues.

It is a chartered public institution governed by

an executive council of interested citizens

and belonging to all who support it through mem-

bership and participation in its programs. You

are cordially invited to use its resources

and to join in its efforts to make Minnesota a

community with a sense of strength from the past

and purpose for the future.
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