






innovative The Sioux: Life and Customs of a Warrior Society 
(1964) in order to improve our understanding of the dynamics 
of this peoples amazing culture. 

There is still a great deal to be learned about the Plains 
Indians and their headlong clash with the encroaching Euro­
pean xvorld. Accordingly, any nexv work is greeted xvith expec­
tation for the fresh ideas it may offer. This xvas the case xvhen 
we were told the present book was at hand. The author, a 
lecturer in physics at a British university, is a knowledgeable 
student of Plains history and culture. With the objective de­
tachment of a foreign scholar and his freedom from our regional 
biases, xve expected him to offer new viexvpoints from which 
we could all learn. 

Unfortunateb', he has made no such contribution. The book-
is a bland, general description of Plains Indian culture with an 
uneven rex'iexv of the period between roughly 1800 and 1890. 
The audior has done his research carefully and in consequence 
makes very fexv factual errors. But the book is, in the final 
analysis, a familiar old story, retold xvith very little new mate­
rial of importance and with (as far as this reviewer can recog­
nize) fexx' encouraging flashes of imagination. The fresh ap­
proaches and stimulating ideas we had hoped to find are simply 
not there. 

If the author meant his book to be an introduction to Plains 
Indian history, such criticism xvould be less valid. However, 
the general histories written thirty years ago — for example. 
Vestals Warpath and Councd Fire: The Plains Indiaws Strug­
gle for Survival in War and in Diplonmcy. 18.51-1891 (1948) — 
tefl the same stories in a more concise and readable fa.shion and 
are all available in current reprints. 

It is disappointing that an author of Taylors obvious knoxvl­
edge and talent did not attack one of the many gajis in our 
understanding of the Plains Indian xvorld. There is also a great 
deal to be said about the relationship of the Plains wars to the 
rest of nineteenth-century American history. We hope his next 
book xvill approach one of these problems and make the con­
tribution of which he is clearly capable. 

Reviewed by R ICHARD C O N N , curator. Department of Native 

Arts, Denver Art Mtisennr 

Metal Weapons, Tools, and Ornaments of the Teton 
Dakota Indians. By James Austin Hanson. 
(Lincoln, University of Nebraska Press, 1975. .xvi, 118 p. 

Illustrations. $16..50.) 

THIS LONG-AWAITED STUDY is a guide to the identifica­
tion of typical Teton Dakota metal objects and their use. It is 
also a study of the transition of these people from a stone-age 
existence in the Minnesota woodlands in 1680 to a dependent , 
acculturated group on reservations on the plains of Dakota 
Territory by 1880. 

Metal objects were important to the Teton and rapidly re­
placed most of their prehistoric tools and xveapons. Initially, 
these new tools greatly enhanced their ability to decorate 
themselves and their possessions. Thereafter, metal tools in­
creased productivity and created more leisure time. The white 

man"s materials stimulated economic and social change among 
the Teton Dakota and gradually transformed their native 
economy. Thus, an examination of Teton metal objects from 
the prereservation period gives insights into the process of 
Teton cultural change or acculturation. 

Indian traders were businessmen who sought to keep peace 
on the frontier. They provided wefi-made durable goods to 
meet die Indians" needs. Trade goods had to be xvell adapted to 
a strenuous and mobde life. The author credits most of the 
Teton cultural changes to the influence of Indian traders. Les­
ser roles are assigned to Indian agents and the United States 
army who did their bit to place these proud people on reserva­
tions as the buffalo began to vanish. 

An introductory chapter provides an outl ine of Teton 
Dakota history in the prereservation era. It also deals xx'ith the 
development of trade patterns, the groxvth of trading firms 
such as the American Fur Conipany, and Teton relations xvith 
the United States government. The next chapter discusses 
pre-1800 trade goods which are scarce and not xvell under­
stood, as most of them were literally "used up"' by their own­
ers. Worn-out or broken knives, for instance, xvould be ground 
down into useful awls; leaky kettles could be cut up into brass 
ornaments, and so on. In this period, firearms, lead, and pow­
der xvere vital to the Teton. Almost equal in importance were 
knives, axes, awls, kettles, and firesteels. Brass wire, small 
bells, peace medals, and silver ornaments xvere also sought 
after by these Dakota, though such objects could not be said to 
have had a vital impact on the Indians" subsistence pat tems. 

Metal weapons sxviftly replaced stone spears and knives, 
but stone-headed xvar clubs surx'ived because the traders had 
no good substitute for them. Guns served two purposes as they 
were vital for hunting game and for warfare. During the sixty-
year period from 1820 to 1880, flintlocks xvere supplanted by 
percussion locks, and they in turn by cartridge breech-loading 
xveapons. Sharp steel knives were of great utility to a hunting 
people xx'lio used them to cut up game animals, to dress hides, 
and to make nexv tools and weapons from wood, leather, and 
bone. Axes and hatchets xvere much used by the Teton, as were 
brass and iron kettles and iron skillets. Teton women likexx'ise 
valued their awls, scissors, needles, and hide scrapers because 
they made their lives easier and more productive. Steel files 
were needed to shaipen edged tools and xvere used in natix'e 
gunsmithing. 

Thousands of pieces of military equipment must hax'e been 
captured by the Teton during their thirty-five years of xvarfare 
with the army which ended in the Wounded Knee tragedy in 
1890. Fascinatingly enough, the Teton invariably modified cap­
tured horse bits, bridles, and saddles to their own tastes. Dur­
ing the Wounded Knee conflict, a Miniconjou band of Teton 
Dakota lost most of its belongings. An examination of objects 
picked up aftenvards shoxvs that these people xvere in an im­
poverished condition. Their material culture had reached a loxv 
ebb. Traditional trade goods had almost vanished, and there 
was little to distinguish their belongings from worn-out items 
found in frontier farmyards. 

This volume concludes with an examination of metal orna­
ments used by the Teton. Brass rings and bracelets xvere popu­
lar until the reservation era but xvere partially superseded bv 
similar items made from German silver. Ear ornaments, brass 
beads, small bells, peace medals, brass tacks, hair plates, belt 
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disks, buttons, and religious objects such as crosses and medals 
all had their vogue. A final and somewhat pathetic touch is 
recorded in the badges and colorful police uniforms xvorn by 
the Indian police xx-ho kept order on the white man"s resen'a­
tions. 

There is much to commend in this volume. Obviously, 
years of steady research were devoted to gathering and analyz­
ing the data and photographs which form the core of the book. 
There are almost 200 iUustrations which graphically depict 
Teton Dakota use of the white man"s trade goods. These illus­
trations are well chosen and carefully reproduced. 

Unquestionably, this book will be used and reused by 

museum curators, archaeologists, collectors, and others con­
cerned xvith the identification and functional usage of metal 
objects used by the Teton Dakota and other Plains tribes. Sil­
versmiths and others interested in making reproductions of 
jewelr)' and ornaments xvorn by these people will consult it, 
too. No doubt many others xvill pour over its pages and dream 
of those far-off days when the Teton Dakota horsemen hunted 
buffalo and fought the United States cavalry to a standstill on 
the plains of our great West. 

Reviewed by A L A N R. WOOLXVORTH, chief of archaeology for 

the Minnesota Historical Society. 

news & noTes 
T H E ANNUAL history conference and 
meeting of the Minnesota Historical So­
ciety wdl be held Saturday, October 16, 
at the Marr iot t Inn in Bloomington, 
Minnesota. Although the subject matter 
will be var ied, emphas is xvill be on 
economic, business, and industrial top­
ics. John Kenneth Galbraith, weU-known 
economist and author and former Har­
vard professor, will speak at the noon 
l u n c h e o n on T h o r s t e i n V e b l e n , 
Minnesota-born economist, reformer, 
philosopher, and author. 

Among speakers at sessions during 
the day will be Hazel Reinhardt, Min­
nesota state demographer who will speak 
on Minnesota demography; Albro Mar­
t in, professor of his tory at Harva rd 
whose subject will be James J. Hill (Mar­
tin has written a biography of Hill due for 
fall publication); and Vance P. Packard 
whose discourse will be on industrial ar­
chaeology. Packard is from the Office of 
Historic Preservation, Pennsylvania His­
torical and Museum Commission, Har-
risburg. 

At the evening dinner , enter ta in­
ment will be furnished by Garrison Keil­
lor, public radio personality in the Twin 
Cities. On Friday, October 15, at 7:30 
P.M., the annual business meeting of the 
society and reception for members will 
be he ld at the Burbank-Liv ings ton-
Griggs House at 432 Summit Avenue, 
St. Paul. For further information and 
registration materials, contact the An­
nual Meeting and History Conference 
Commit tee , Minnesota Historical So­
ciety, 1500 Mississippi Street, St. Paul 
.55101. 

RICHARD W. COX has been chosen 
winner of the Minnesota Historical So-

ciety"s $250 Solon J. Buck Axvard for 
the best article to appear in Minnesota 
History in 1975. His first-place article, 
"Wanda Gag: The Bite of the Picture 
Book," was published in the Faff issue. 
Mr. Cox received his doctorate in Iiistory 
and art liistoi-y from the University of 
Wisconsin at Madison in 1973, taught for 
a time at the University of Wisconsin-
River Falls, and now is American art his­
torian at Louisiana State Universi ty, 
Baton Rouge. 

The Buck Award conimittee this year 
consisted of Robert P. Fogerty, professor 
emeritus of history at the College of St. 
Thomas; Professor Norman W. Moen, 
founder of the program in American 
Studies in the General College of the 
University of Minnesota; and Kenneth 
Carley, editor of this magazine. There is 
no xvinner of the Theodore C. Blegen 
Award (for MHS staff members) this 
year. 

E L L E N J. STEKERT, professor of Eng­
lish at the University of Minnesota, has 
been appointed state folklorist in keep­
ing xvith a nexv law she urged the Legisla­
ture to pass. It was sponsored by Senator 
Gene Merriam of Coon Rapids and Rep­
resentative Phyllis Kahn of Minneapolis, 
both DFLers . Thought to be the first 
official state folklorist not only in Min­
nesota but in the United States, Profes­
sor Stekert xvas named to the unsalaried 
post by Russell W. Fridley, director of 
the Minnesota Historical Society. The 
statute creates xvithin the society a cen­
ter for the study of "'Minnesota folklife"" 
and makes the state folklorist director of 
the center. The act defines "folklife" as 
meaning, in part, ""the traditional cus­

toms, beliefs, dances, songs, tales, say­
ings, art, crafts, and other expressions of 
the spirit common to a group of people 
xvithin any area of the state. 

An ed i to r i a l in the Minneapolis 
Tribune of April 14, 1976, said that "The 
law"s aim," according to Fridley, "'is to 
broaden the historical societys efforts to 
collect and preserve "the people's story" 
by giving the society responsibility for 
e t h n i c , reg ional and occupa t iona l 
folklore, whether brought to Minnesota 
by immigran t s or ind igenous to the 
area."' 

THE WILDERNESS LIFE (Macmillan, 
1975, 241 p . , $7.95) is the latest of 
Calvin Ruts t rums highly readable books 
about backwoods living. It is a sequel to 
his popular book. Once Upon a Wdder-
ness. At the beginning of his nexv work, 
Rutstrum takes what he calls a critical 
and philosophical look at xvflderness liv­
ing. For the most part, he compares the 
joys of backxvoods life xvith the sterility 
he sees in the '"industrial treadmill." 

Wilderness living x'ersus city lix'ing is 
an old t h e m e in Amer i can l e t t e r s . 
Roniantic writers have alxvays found na­
ture ennobhng and the cities debasing to 
the human spirit. Rutstrum plays upon 
this t h e m e in the first c h a p t e r s . 
Thereafter, he settles doxvn to elaborat­
ing the xvilderness subject by draxving 
upon a lifetime of exper ience in the 
bush. Readers xvill be swept along with 
accounts of tracking doxvn a xvealthy heir 
in the xvilds of Canada, traveling with 
Indian companions, or clopping across 
the Southwest deserts on a saddle horse. 
This is an enjoyable book that sets the 
mind to planning summer expeditions. 

NEXVELL SEARLE 
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s ' ince 1849, when it was chartered by the 

first territorial legislature, the Minnesota Histor­

ical Society has been preserving a record of 

the state's history. Its outstanding library and 

its vast collection of manuscripts, 

newspapers, pictures, and museum objects reHect 

this activity. The society also interprets Minne­

sota's past, telling the story of the state 

and region through publications, museum displays, 

tours, institutes, and restoration of historic 

sites. The work of the society is supported in 

part by the state and in part by private 

contributions, grants, and membership dues. 

It is a chartered public institution governed by 

an executive council of interested citizens 

and belonging to all who support it through mem­

bership and participation in its programs. You 

are cordially invited to use its resources 

and to join in its efforts to make Minnesota a 

community with a sense of strength from the past 

and purpose for the future. 
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