






THE AUTHOR of this article headed archaeological excavations at Fort Ridgely for the Minnesota Historical Society in 
1936 and 1937, assisted by the Civilian Conservation Corps. Several building foundations were uncovered which later 
were stabilized and can now be viewed by visitors. In the distance are two buildings which still remain: a powder 
magazine and the stone commissary. 

up' xvith liquor," at tempted to "show oflf] " the company 
— hut scarcely to their advantage. He presented himself 
wdth such words as "Fellow soldiers," "It's me," "I'm 
here ," and so on and then offered "Three cheers for 
Major Dike"—Major William H. Dike, the commanding 
officer. This was foflowed with "Now then three cheers 
for Hell."" To Bloomer's disgust, some gave the cheers. 
When complimented hy their officer on the quality of 
their drill, the men repfied that they would have done 
better had they not been so dry. The captain took the 
hint and promptly led them off to the sutler's where he 
provided ah the bee r they could consume. Certain 
members of the company, including Bloomer, did not 
approve of this turn of events and, instead, xvent to the 
chaplain's quarters to hold choir practice for the service 
of the folloxving Sunday. 

THAT DAY, June 16, was a momentous one for mem­
bers of the Fort Ridgely garrison. While they were at 
church a messenger arrived from Fort Snelling with the 

welcome orders that they were to depart right away for 
Washington, D.C. At once a great shout went up. The 
men had obviously tired quickly of Fort Ridgely, and 
Bloomer confided in his diary that "the sooner we are 
relieved the better we will like it. " The ne.xt day all was 
bustle as the men prepared for marching orders. Old 
regulation coats, regular knapsacks, haversacks, can­
teens, and overcoats were issued. To the delight of 
everyone, the old canteens and haversacks were con­
demned — the former, made of japaned tin, caused the 
water in them to boil when exposed to the sun. 

Amidst the great excitement on the morning of June 
f9, 1861, the men eagerly watched from the barracks 
porch for a first glimpse of the steamboat "City Belle," 
which arrived about 9 o'clock. Rations for thirty days 
were stowed in the xvagons along with baggage to be 
taken to the landing. Shouldering their knapsacks for the 
first time, these loyal volunteers marched to the levee 
and boarded the steamer, where they were seived a 
good meal in the cabin. When the vessel cast off about 
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4:00 P.M., the men were on their way at last "to Dixie," 
leaving twenty-five forlorn men behind with their cap­
tain, Lewis McKune. Some of those remaining "fairly 
cried with disappointment," but, concluded Bloomer, 
"We cannot always do as we like in the army. " Captain 
McKune went South in his turn and only a little more 
than a month later died on the field at Bufl Run (Manas­
sas). Among members of his company who also died 
were perhaps some of those who were so bitterly disap­
pointed at Fort Ridgely a short time before. 

By a strange coincidence, another casualty on the 

same Bull Run battlefield was Confederate Brigadier 
General Bamard E. Bee, a former captain ofthe United 
States army who had served at Fort Ridgely. Four years 
earlier he had led a difficult and discouraging march from 
the fort across the wintry Minnesota prairie in search of 
the perpetrators of the so-called Spirit Lake massacre — 
the renegade Sioux, Inkpaduta, and his band. 

THE PHOTOGRAPHS on pages 127 and 128 are by Kenneth 
Carley. Afi other pictures used with this article are in the 
Minnesota Historical Society's audio-visual library. 

THE RECONSTRUCTED commissary now houses an interpretive center that was completed in 1975 by the Minnesota 
Historical Society. In foreground are foundations of tlie stone barracks. 

INDEX AVAILABLE 
THE INDEX for volume 44 of Min­
nesota History, covering the eight is­
sues published in 1974 and 1975, is 
now ready. Subscribers do not auto-
maticaUy receive the index: it must be 
ordered. 

The price for this and earlier in­
dexes is $3.00. (Add 5 cents for post­
age and handling if ordering by mail. 

Minnesotans must also add a 4 per 
cent sales tax.) Indexes can be pur­
chased for the following volumes of 
Minnesota History: 8, 16, 17, 23, 24; 
2 8 ^ 1 , 34^4. 

Orders should be sent to the Min­
nesota Historical Society Order De­
partment, 1500 Mississippi Street, St. 
Paul, Minnesota 55101. 

SEVERAL regular features were 
not published in this Sioux Up­
rising issue. They wi l l be re­
sumed in the Winter issue. 
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