


seclusion” and yet would be near enough to Minneapolis
and St. Paul “to enable the physically tired and mentally
prostrated legistator to seck reliel from the caves of state
in the giddy dissipation of either.” Property owners
would be glad to donate land. on which neutral ground
“would St. Paul's ambition be gratified. for she would
have ‘married” Minneapolis. 37

Being named the county seat was next in importance
to capturing an institution. Prefiguring the 1976 strug-
gle, the Sherburne County seat was relocated in 1876 —
from Elk River to Big Lake. Le Sueur County's court-
house went from Cleveland to Le Sueur Centre. A bill to
move Scott County's seat from Shakopee to Jordan
passed the house at the request of first-term Democrat
John W. Callender. It was “a little scheme of his to
benefit his Jordan farm.” raged the Shakopee Argus,
which characterized the measure as a ‘real estate bill

misnamed a county seat bill.” Although the bill was
introduced only eight days before the session’s end. vot-
ers got to Senator MacDonald of Shakopee in three times
the number that were on Callender’s petition for re-
moval, so “no one in the Senate could be found bad
enough to vote for the bill.”*

Such broad areas of state responsibility as wellare and
education received scanty attention a century ago.
Needy persons not served by the couuty had to look to
neighbors or religious institutions for help. Even the
debates on grasshopper relief were guided by the stern
principle of God helps those who help themselves - -
though this principle matched freedom from devastation
with amazing geographical exactitude. Representative
John F. Norrish, Democratic merchant from Hastings,
declared it “a dangerous precedent” for the whole state
to pay for “a local affliction.” The Minneapolis Tribune
was sure of legislative agreement that taxing prosperous
citizens for support of the poor “would be most disas-
trous.” The Taylors Falls Jowrnal saw no more reason to
hetp grasshopper victims than lumbermen whose logs
got caught in a drought. though the more detached
Pioncer-Press editorialized that “logs tied up one year
may come down the next, while grasshopper logses ave
irreparable.”

I Minneapolis Tribunc. December 31, 1875, p. 2.

“Shakopee Argus. March 9, 23, 1876, each p. 1.

BPioneer-Press, January 22, 1576, p. 4 (Noyrish quote),
Febroary 27. 1876, p. 2 (quating the Taglors Falls fournal),
Minncapolis Tribunc, February 130 1876, p. 1.

S Pioneer-Press, January 25, 1876, p. 4. Minnesota, Laws,
1876, p. 26-29. Senate Jorurnal, 1876, p. 224, 311 House four-
nal, 1876, p. 318-320, 40).

“Eelwell, Minnesota, $:153-154: Pioneer-Press. February
15. 1876, p. 4: February 24, 1876, p. 2: March 1, 1876, p. It
Shakopec Argus, February 24, 1876, p. 1.

$2Pioneer-Press. February 18, 1876, p. -+ February 26,
1876, p. 2 (quote). February 27, 1876, p. 2 (quoting the
Coodhue County Republican).

The 1876 session could boast of one important accom-
plishment in the ficld of education. David Burt, state
superintendent of public instruction, had asked foy redis-
tribution of state aids on the basis of enrollment, not
school-age population. To underscore apportionment in-
equities, Burt cited a metropolitan high rate of $3.66 per
pupil in Ramsey County and a rural low of $1.05 in
Winona County. The requested change — enacted on
February 25 — would mean an average of $1.45. The
senate also passed a bill to aid high schools in preparing
students for the university, but this got only to a second
reading. on February 29, in the house.®

Uppermost in parents’ minds was the exorbitant
price of textbooks. Here was a cause tailor-made for
Donnelly. Never in his long career did public need and
private grudge find so happy a meeting place. He had
been responsible while a congressman for setting up the
national board of education, so how could he sit idlv by
in his own state while eastern monopolists made profits
of 60 to 100 per cent on books that only well-to-do par-
ents could afford for would-be students? This was the
third session in which Donnelly had waged an almost
successful fight on the issue. He proposed a commission
(governor, superintendent of public instruction, univer-
sity president, educator Sanford Niles. and himself) to
oversee writing of texts by state scholars, printing of
texts by reform-school inmates. and free dishibution.®!

Donnelly bolstered his cause with estimates from the
well-known St. Paul printer. David Ramaley, that an
initial investment of $75.000 would save $98.000 the first
vear and 8120,000 every second year thereafter. These
figures were “seconded” by Folwell and the Reverend
Edward D. Neill. president of Macalester College. Al-
though it passed the senate 30 to 5, the bill was defeated
by four votes in the house, probably because of vicious
press attacks on government in business. The sarcastic
reaction of the Pioncer-Press was: "1t onlyv remains now
for Mr. Donnelly to introduce a bill to set up the state in
the manufacture of school fumiture, desks, maps,
globes, stoves and things of that character.” And why not
school buildings? the St. Paul paper asked. The Goodhue
County Republican echoed: "Now let Mr. Doonelly start
a state boot and shoe factory” since footwear is an
“enormous” family expense.

It is difficult to teave the subject of education withaut
referring to MacDonald's hill to prohibit religious teach-
ing in public schools. Upon discovering that Catholic
doctrine was being taught in St. Clond schools by use of
German and calling it foreign language instruction, the
edvcation comniittee reduced the controversy in Mac-
Donald’s bill by making it a probibition of foreign lan-
guage instruction. Yale spoke for this milder measure:
though a Protestant, he would rather have Catholic
dogma taught than none at all. Wilkinson, with his inim-
itable ability to contuse an issue, charged that the Re-
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publican party made it a policy to exploit Protestant prej-
udice against Catholics. his Blue Earth opponent, Gen-
eral James H. Baker, having campaigned against him as
an enemy of public schools. He also liked the milder
way, as he Aid not want his Protestant friend. Mac-
Donald, to be hurt in his Catholic constituency. Mac-
Donald indicated he could not care less. Anyway, his
Catholic constituents had never pressured him on the
issue, he said. He wanted it understood that both
Catholic und Protestant creeds were being taught in
Minnesota schools, in both English and foreign lan-
guages. Complete prohibition was the only remedy.®

[n a second long debate. Lienau got in some ex-
pected anticlerical blows, as did others. After this, Knute
Nelson tried vnsuccessfully to amend the bill to allow
Bible reading in schools. Surely, he said, “Minnesotans
were not ready to outlaw the Bible!” Vote on final pas-
sage of MacDonald’s bill was surprisingly close — 18 for
and 19 against. More surprisingly. almost every senator
from an outstate constituency with a large Catholic popu-
lation voted ‘for MacDonald’s bill. They included, be-
sides the author himself, Edward S. Brown of
Washington County. Doran, Donnelly, Doughty, Hill of
Winona County, Lienau, Wilkinson, and Capser. Wil-
liam P. Murray, a St. Paul Catholic. was the only met-
ropolitan area senator to vote “vea.”

Those voting against MacDonald's bill included not
only the other metropolitan senators but ones from
Scandinavian Protestant strongholds. like Anders K.
Finseth of Goodhue County. Folsom, Nelson. Andrew
B. Robbins of Kandiyohi, Henry G. Page of Otter Tail.
and fohn H. Smith of Houston County.®!

LIKE BIRD-WATCHERS, legislative-watchers are
most intrigued by the rare specimen. Every rara avis of
1876 was in the senate. In the house. Speaker Kinvon
needed all his skill to keep his ordinary flock together
and flying in one direction. However, under his firm and
constant direction, the house kept working in an "unob-
trusive, hum-drum stvle,” content to put bills through
“with very little discussion.”™ House lassitude was cer-
tainly due in part to the roasting temperature and bad
ventilation in that chamber, the air being as “fetid each
9a.m. as at 6 p.m.” Members complained bitterly of ill-
health and many colds.®

The Senate Journal scldom records anyone but
Licutenant Governor James B. Wakefield as presiding
over the senate. Unlike Kinyon, his problem was finding
willing alternates, not capable ones. On one occasion
Senator Murray thanked him for the invitation but was
sure Wakefield inderstood that he, Wilkinson, Don-
nelly, MacDonald, and “probably all the rest™ had a
“woodchuck™ to look after "and therefore did not want to
be in the chair. "

The prima donnas of the session were not only exclu-
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sively in the senate but exclusively of the opposition.
Lienau's center-stage activities were confined pretty
much to a few causes. Donnelly. disgruntled by gloatings
of the state and national press at his “modest majority of
36" (and by sach epithets as “the Minnesota windbag”
and “persevering blatherskite™), had threatened to sit out
the session with folded arms “patiently” waiting for a
“political vevolution” — a meaningless threat, since he
brought revolution with him.%" Disregarding public
calumny, he constantly and impatiently pursued what
seemed to his peers ill-considered demagogic reforms.
This article reveals little of Donnelly’s mettle, as the
three subjects on which it has concentrated were not
Donnelly’'s métier. Usurers, land-grabbers, railroad ba-
vons, timber thieves, hearers of the gold standard —
these were his target. He was a one-man Consumer Pro-
tection Agency of his age. Rightly criticized in the press
and the senate for slowing down the legislative pace, he
nevertheless achieved some partial and tmportant re-
forms. called early attention to bureaucratic abuses and
despoliation of our natural resources, spoke for the dis-
gruntled. and cleared the thickets for paths now labeled
“public poliey.”

The third prima donna was Wilkinson who. overcon-
scious of his previous higher public positions, took on
himnself the task of upholding senate dignity. His first
brush was with the outgoing secretary of state, Samuel
P. Jennison. who had been asked for a certified abstract
of the contested results in the thirtv-eighth senatorial
district. Jennison. a man “unfortunately addicted to
humor.” had “cheerfully™ forwarded the figures, accom-
panied by a protest against a single house of the legisla-
ture asking him for records by means of a resolution.
vather than a bill passed by both houses. According to
the Minncapolis Tribunc. this was all in jest, as was Jen-
nison’s final sentence: "I think it myv duty, then. respect-
fullv to assert the high constitutional dignity of the office
from which I am about to retire.” Unfortunatelv. “the
tall Senator from Blue Earth abhors more than all else
abhorrent an attempt at humor by anvone who has
the dignity of a public office to sustain.” Thus he rose to
his “highest altitude of outraged dignity™ at this instance
of an officer of the state instructing the senate in “its

“Pinnecr-Press. February 17, 1876, p. 4.

“'Pioncer-Press. Febry 26, 1876, p. 4: Sceaate fournal,
1876, p. 337 (lor vote). For material on religious and racial
aspects ol constituencies. see Neil A, Markus, “Areal Patterns
of Religious Denominationalisin in Minnesata, 1950, master's
thesis, 1961, University of Minnesota. The Minnesota Histori-
cal Society has a tvpescript copy.

S Pivnver-Press, February 13, 1876, p. 4 (first quotes); Feb-
riary 19, 1876, p. 4 (Cfetid™ quote).

“Pioncer-Press, February 22 18576, p. 4.

“TPioncer-Prexs, November 11, 1875, p. 2 (quoting the
Cliicago Times): November 18, 1875, p. 2.



rights, privileges. and duties.” He reminded that hody of

“the grandewr and scope of its officia) dignitv”™ and ob-
taimed the consent of all members exeept Yale and
Charles H. Graves of Duluth to keep Jennison's figures
and retwrn the “impertinent” letter. The Pioneer-Press
apressed the amused hope that “civil war will not grow
out ol this conflict of jurisdictions between the exeeuative
and legislative branches of the state government . 7
since to an Tindifferent public” both hranches seemed
“to be putting on a good deal more airs than the civcum-
stances warriot, 8

A couple of weeks bater. Wilkinson was in the midst
ofa stem-winding speech when a second assault was made
on the dignity of the senate. The chief elerk of the honse,
George W, Buswell of Faribanlt County, had developed
the unhappy practice of interrupting senate business hy
bursting in with announcements of house actions, The
senate sevgeant-at-wrms. Ceorge W, Benedict of Sauk
Rapids. having been a senator himself the last term, was
determined to extend {full senatorial conrtesy to a house
otficer and thus would ing the door open, rush to the

desk and announce. "Myl President, the chicef clevk of

the honse!”™ The response of that “estra-irritable and
doubly dignified senator” was predictable. He “took his
scat with profound disgast. T

Yale. in the chair. doubtlessly irritated at this re-
peated imterruption, and perhaps anvions to forestall an
explosion rom Wilkinson's corner. reprimanded Be-
nedict in what were for Yale harsh terms. The St. Paul
reporter, delighted at this early-sessian excaitement. re-
peated the story with colorful details. The next day Yale
publich- apologized for speaking “too ashlv, ™ us he and
all other senators had the highest regard for Benedict,
He especially regretted that he had lTed the reporter to
describe the sergeant as “over-officious™ when he was
“rather modest and vetiving.” The reporter, glad to play
out the game. apologized to both Yale and Benedict, and
“if the chicf clerk of the hanse is sorvy for his part in this
lamentable trouble. the reporter gencransly forgives
him, Let us have peace.”™™

Every session must have at least one tension-
relieving joke. In 1876 it was the translation and print-
ing of the two governors addresses. On January 11
Lienau made a serious motion to provide 2,000 copies in
English, 1,000 in German, and 800 each in Swedish and
Norwegian. Andrew Nelson, from the Scandinavian con-
stituency of Meeker County, moved that Norwegian and
Swedish copies be upped to 1,000 each. Then the fun
began. Murray moved to print 500 in French, bringing

Ninncapolis Tribune, Janaary 9. IST6. p. |0 Pioncer-
Press, January 7, 1876, p. 2; Senate Journal 1876, p. 13-15.

WAL inneapolis Tribune, December 3101875, po 1 Jamnary
9. 1876, p. L: Pioneer-Press. Jamuary 25, 1876, p. 4.

M Pigncer-Press, January 26, 1876, p. 4.
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laughter and an objection from Joseph H. Clark,
serious-minded farmer from Dodge County. that there
were only 1,800 Frenchmen in Minnesota. of whom only
about 300 voted. Well then. answered Mwrray, the extra
copies could serve as a “good emigration document.”
Even greater laughter greeted the motion of Michael
Doran. Irish banker from Irish Le Suemr County, that
200 copies be printed in Celtic. Even the usually sensi-
ble Yale entered into the spirit of the occasion. moving
500 copies in Polish, since Mimesota had as many Polish
immigrants as French. Asked by Murrav whether a
Polish printer could be found for the job, Yale said he
understood that in Murray’s county of Ramsey all mar-
vels were to be found. After a bit more fanciful skirmish-
ing. the original resolution was defeated 27 to 9. to be
saved for another dull day.™

In the next “debate” on this question, Armstrong
conjured up pictures of his Norwegian and Swedish con-
stituents reading the translated speeches “at their fire-
sides during the evenings and on Sundays.” Of course,
agreed Lienau, the speeches should be printed and
widely distributed. However. since the treasury could
not afford the burden. costs should be taken from the
inebriate asylum fund. a proposal which drew the ex-
pected laughter. On a later day, after such motions as
500 copies in the Welsh dialect had been disposed of, the
senate voted 1,000 copies in German, Swedish, and
Norwegian, and 500 in French.™

The house faced the issue with more sexiousness but
less success. It first “vigorously” rejected Pettit's motion
to print 1,000 copies of the governors” messages in Ger-
man, Norwegian, Swedish, and French, and 500 copies
in Welsh. John D. Good. Morris lumber dealer repre-
senting a predominantly Swedish constituency, believed
that, since plates were available from the senate printing,
another 1,000 could be printed in Swedish for $165.
After John Lunkenheimer, who kepta livery stable in St.
Paul. asked for 1,000 for his German-speaking con-
stituents, Frank X. Goulet, county auditor from Crow
Wing, sought 500 in French. Then Daniel Bassett, a
lumberman from Minneapolis, brought the debate to a
climax by moving for 1,000 copies in Chinese — a height
of absurdity from which the resolution never descended
to the reality of house action.™

LEGISLATIVE leadership cannot be defired within the
bounds of one session, but jt is possible to point to
achievements of several men who made things run for
sixty hectic days in 1876, To Yale's parliamentary skills,
for example. To Kinyon's patience in maintaining sonie
kind of marching order among his raw, often unruly re-
cruits. To White and Pettit who opened the purse only
for acute necessities. To Comstock and Gilman who
voiced the needs of the frontier. To Graves and Denny
who linked political party and legislative majority. To the
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rambunctious Donnelly, troublesome for the moment,
indispensable for the future. Others used the 1876 ses-
sion to build for higher service: MacDonatd with his loud
objections to thriftlessness and sectartanism: John B,
Gilfillan with his competent filling of Pillsbury’s shoes:
Poehler and Hall with their constant care for rural needs.
Most notable of all: Knute Nelson, who used his powers
sparingly in debate, decisively in the chaiv, firmly in his
judiciary assignment, and wmost tully in his party, ulti-
mately to garner the highest honors his state could be-
stow.

In 1876 these important Minnesota men seemed
mostly to get in each other's way. No trampets sounded
when the session ended, but blasts were plentiful. The
tired St. Paul Dispatch reporter was most bitter:

“The writer has ‘watched out’ thirteen consecu-

tive closing nights in Minnesota legislative ses-

sions. but he has never seen the equal of the
disorderly and disgraceful conduct of the
grasshopper House last night. From ten o'clock in
the evening until the adjournment a few minutes
before four in the morning. the House was simply
an uncouth mob. But for the discretion and
good judgment of Speaker Kinyon the gen-
eral appropriation bill would have failed. whicly
would have required a special ses-
sion. . While there were many able men in
the House, that body, as a whole, was no more fit

to make Taws than a hog is to occupy a pulpit.”
The reporter for the Rochester Record and Union
confined his disillusionment to capsule space: The
present legislature affords the best argument of all for
biennial sessions.™

The Pioncer-Press took a sarcastic line: “An obscure
country newspaper says the Pioneer-Press had no
influence with the late legislature. That is a compliment
for which the Pioneer-Press returns its thanks. The Jate
legislature was one of the legislatures which it augured
no honor for a self-respecting journal to have influence
with, "7

To all of which comments on the session of 1876, the
author would only like to add: Tt wasn't dull.

Pioncer-Press. Januwary 12, 1876, p. 3.

EPioncer-Press, January 281876, p. 4. February 3. 1876,
P4
“llouse Journal, 1876, p. 1S). 192 Pioneer-Press. Feb-
vuary 3. 13, 1876, each p. .

"Quoted in the Minncapolis Tribune, March 4, 1576, p. 4.

PRochester Record and Union, Febroare 18, 1876, p. 2
Minncapolis Tribune, March 4, 1876, p. 2,

*Pioneer-Press. March 7. 1876, p. 2.

THE PHOTOGRAPHS published with this article are all from
the andio-visual library of the Minnesota Historical Society.
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