














nity, ' Minnesota Folklife: An Annotated 
Bibliography (St. Paul, the Center for 
the Study of Minnesota Folklife, 1979, 
51 p. , $3.50) offers its readers 337 entries 
plus a useful guide to general reference 
works in folklore and folklife. Equallv 
valuable are the in t roduc to rv essays 
which provide a brief look at current 
definitions and theories in the discipline 
and also detail the limitations dictated by 
the scope and material of the volume. 

Compiler Pamela Mittlefehldt chose 
to follow the encyclopedic definition of 
folklife presented in the Minnesota legis­
lative act which created the Folklife Cen­
ter: ""the traditional customs and expres­
sions c o m m o n to a g r o u p of 
people . [which] includes vocal and 
instrumental music, dance, drama, lore, 
beliefs, language, humor , handicraft, 
painting, sculptiu'e, architectiu-e, other 
forms of creative and artistic expression, 
and skills r e l a t e d to t h e p r e s e r v a ­
tion and exhibition of the cultural 
heritage of anv family, ethnic, religious, 
occupational, racial, regional, or other 
groups of Minneso ta p e o p l e . " Since 
folklorists have been arguing for decades 
over the proper definition of their field, 
Mittlefehldt was probabb ' wise to avoid 
the temptation to refine this enumera­
tion. However, problem areas such as 
the overlap of h)lklore with historical, 
linguistic, or anthropological materials 
are mentioned but never clarified. As the 
preface states, annotations are descrip­
tive rather than critical. Thus, the vol­
ume lists many articles of uneven quality 
and gives us no guidance in evaluating 
them. Since t h e scholar ly s tudy of 
folklore is a relativelv new endeavor, 
more critical thinking along these lines 
would have been helpful. 

Aside from these flaws, Minnesota 
Folklife is a handy volume. Little of sub­
stance has been published about .Min­
nesota folklife, and even less under the 
rubric of the discipline. This volume 
presents material winnowed from histor­
ical journals, almanacs, linguistics texts, 
regional histories, local magazines, and 
the like. An excellent subject index leads 
the reader right to the material, whether 
the area of intjuiry is as broad as "folk 
art" or as specific as "Icelandic food-
ways." As a first harvest of Minnesota 
folklife— an introduction to the richness 
and broad range of the field, or a glimpse 
into printed materials of a particular sub­
ject area — this bibliography should be 
especia l ly useful to s c h o o l t e a c h e r s 
and s tudents of everyday culture and 
c u s t o m s , w h e t h e r h i s t o r i ans , an­
thropologists, folklorists, linguists, or 
simply curious browsers. 

A N N E R. KAPLAN 

TWO DISSIMILAR paperback guides to 
historic sites are Around the Shores of 
Lake Superior, by .Margaret B. Bogue 
and Virginia A. Palmer (University of 
Wisconsin Sea Grant Program, 1979, 
179 p . , .$7.95) and Saint Paul Omnibus: 
Images of the Changing City, by Patricia 
Kane, David A. Lanegran, Eileen Mi-
cliels, Christopher Owens, and Ernest R. 
Sandeen (Old Town Restorations, Inc., 
1979. 144 p. , $6.00). 

The former, seemingly intended for 
auto tourists in a hurry, offers a fold-out 
map and extremely brief data on some 
113 scenic and historic places on die Cir­
cle Tour of Lake Superior. At least half of 
its 179 pages are devoted to Michigan; 
twenty-seven cover Duluth, Superior, 
X'ovageurs National Park, Superior Na­
tional Forest , and Minnesota's N(n-th 
Shore. History buffs will find the latter 
section lacking in bodi color and detail. 
For example, the entire Grand Mtirais 
entry reads: "The excellent natural har­
bor at Grand Marais was recognized 
early in its history. Federal surveyors 
visiting the area found a trading post 
there in 18.59. The U.S. Coast Guard sta­
tion welcomes visitors." More readable 
are eight narrative insertions, entitled 
"Glimpses of the Region s Past, which 

provide meager historical background on 
ships, the fur trade, exploration, mis­
sionaries, copper (and some iron) mining, 
lumbering, fisheries, and the Chippewa 
people. All can be read in a few minutes. 

The St. Paul book is considerably 
more ambitious and detailed, as befits its 
subject — a city's ne ighborhoods — 
which can be explored leisurely and on 
foot. Seven essays and tours are contrib­
uted by its five authors. Their viewpoint 
is largely architectural, with essays on 
government buildings (state, county, and 
municipal) by Michels, churches and 
residential architecture by Sandeen and 
Lanegran, and "Rise of the Architect" by 
Owens. Readers will find information on 
manv well-known landmarks such as the 
State Capitol, Cih Hall, and numerous 
structures designed by Cass Gilbert, but 
they will also encounter new material on 
hundreds of buildings of lesser fame. 
Lanegran's chapter on the Historic Hill 
district and Mcrrium, St. Anthony, and 
.Vlacalestcr parks provides ample grist for 
several Sunday afternoon rambles, as 
docs the innovative essay by Kane on 
some St. Paul neighborhoods utilized by 
various writers of fiction. She devotes 
most of her space to F. Scott Fitzgerald's 
Summit Avenue area but also touches on 
locales used by Grace Flandrau, Sheila 
Alexander, J. F. Powers, Ramsey Ben­
son, Frederick Manfred, Sinclair Lewis, 
and Mabel Sceley. 

Both books a r e i l l u s t r a t ed with 
black-and-white photographs, maps, and 
drawings. The Lake Superior volume has 
a bibliography and a good index, Lfnfor-
tunately, the St. Paul book, which has 
more need of both, has neither. Only 
Kane's essay makes any effort to ac­
knowledge its indebtedness to various 
authors by listing them in a bibliography. 

J U N E D . H O L M Q U I S T 

TWO CLASSICS of Great Lakes fur-
trade history have recently been made 
available in new editions. The first is a 
narrative by Jean Baptiste Perrault, a 
French-Canadian fur trader of the late 
e ighteenth and early n ine teenth cen­
turies which is one of the most important 
and interesting sources of information on 
the fur trade of the area southwest of 
Lake Superior in the period from 1780 to 
1800. The narrative has never been pub­
lished in its original French, although 
English translations of parts of it were 
included in several of Henry R. School­
craft's compendiums of Indian history. A 
complete translation first appeared in 
1909 in volume 37 of the Collections of 
the Ntichigan Pioneer and Historical So­
ciety. Now Louis P. Cormier has edited 
a long-overdue French-language edition 
based on the original manuscript in the 
Schoolcraft Papers of the U.S. Library of 
Congress. Ent i t led Jean Baptiste Per­
rault, Marchand voyageur parti de 
Montreal le 28e de imii 1783, it was pub­
lished by Boreal Express of Montreal in 
1978 (paper 170 p.) and sells for $6.75 in 
Canada. 

Perrault worked at various times as a 
free-lance trader and as a clerk for the 
Nor th W e s t C o m p a n y . Lhider John 
Sayer, Perrault supervised the building 
of the North West Company's Fond du 
Lac regional d e p o t on the s i te of 
Superior, Wisconsin, in 1793. Later on 
he was in charge of several Minnesota fur 
posts, including the Red Cedar (now 
Cass) Lake post, until about 1799, v\hen 
he was transferred to other North West 
posts in Canada. He also later worked tor 
the Hudson ' s Bay Company, In the 
1820s Per rau l t r e t i r ed to Sault S te . 
Marie where he met Schoolcraft, who in­
spired him to record his reminiscences. 
This he did in detail, bearing out School­
craft s description ot him as "a man of 
good educa t ion , happv' memory and 
great urbanity." 

The new edition of Perrault s work 
contains all of the footnotes found in the 
1909 edition, in addition to other infor­
mative notes inser ted by the p resen t 
editor. It should also be noted that a 
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number of fascinating maps drawn by 
Perrault of areas in which he traded, in­
cluding Minnesota, have been redrawn 
and included in this new edition. 

Also now available is a paperback edi­
tion of David Lavender's The Fist in the 
Wilderness (Albuquerque, University of 
New Mexico Press, 1979, 490 p . , paper 
$8,95). Lavender's work, first pubfished 
by Doubleday in 1964, tells the story of 
the creation of the American Fur Com­
pany's near monopoly of the Great Lakes 
fur trade in the 1810s, 1820s, and 1830s, 
and in particular the key role played in 
that story by Ramsay Crooks. The best 
explanation of these events available. 
Lavender 's book is written in a read­
able, popular style which will win it 
many new readers, 

B R U C E M . W H I T E 

MINNESOTA'S "twins" on the Unit­
ed States Supreme Court, Chief Justice 
W a r r e n B u r g e r and Jus t i ce H a r r y 
Blackmun, receive biographical and ana­
lytical t reatment in The Justices of the 
United States Supreme Court: Their 
Lives and Major Opinions: Volume V, 
The Burger Court, 1969-1978 (New 
York, 1978, $45.00). The book contains 
essays on twelve justices, examining the 
development and fruition of the judicial 
philosophies of each. The sections on 
Burger, by Andrew E. Norman, and on 
Blackmun, by Michael Pollet, show both 
to be constitutional constructionists and 
be l ievers in judicial res t ra int . Major 
opinions of each, which in part belie 
their conservatism, are printed in full. 
Burger's include the decision requiring 
then-President Nixon to turn over the 
Watergate tapes and his dissent in the 
Bivens case, attacking the exclusion of 
illegally seized evidence; Blackmun's in­
clude his famous decisions in Roe v. 
Wade on abortion and Bates v. The State 
Bar of Arizona, which gave lawyers the 
right to advertise their services. Both es­
says are eminently readable and instruc­
tive. 

A N N REGAN 

ORAL HISTORY is coupled with black-
and-white photographs in tsland Folk: 
The People of Isle Royale, by Pe te r 
O i k a r i n e n ( H o u g h t o n , Mich . , I s le 
Royale Natura l His tory Associat ion, 
1979, 1.58 p . , paper .$4.9.5). Based on 
tape-recorded interviews with twelve 
oldtimers (four women and eight men). 

the book captures with rare success the 
story-telling quafities of good reminis­
cences. These elderly people of predomi­
nantly Scandinavian ancestry convey 
multifaceted images of island life since 
the early 1900s, depicting Isle Royale's 
transition from commercial fishing and 
copper mining to summer resorts and a 
national park. Glen Merritt of Duluth 
recalls his family's long association with 
the island — his father Alfred's first visit 
in 1866, the family's interest in copper 
mining, and their purchase of land when 
it was offered to the public in 1908. 
Others touch on the frictions that arose 
after Isle Royale was named a national 
park in 1940 (the properties of the re­
maining twenty-one private owners are 
scheduled to be added to the park as 
present life leases expire). 

In spite of the fact that Isle Royale is 
part of Michigan, the residents inter­
viewed were Minnesota-oriented, and 
the island has been served over the years 
by boats making regular runs from Grand 
Portage on the Minnesota North Shore. 
Interviews with the captains of the "Voy­
ageur " and "VVenonah," the current ves­
sels, recall earher boats and their own 
years of navigating t reacherous Lake 
Superior, delivering tourists, groceries, 
and other supplies and returning to the 
mainland with the dwindling catches of 
the commercial fisher folk. 

Among t h e t h r e e who still h ave 
commercial fishing licenses are Milford 
and Myrt le Johnson, a husband-wife 
team, who came to Isle Royale in" 1906 
and 1908, r e spec t ive ly . O ika r inen ' s 
interview with the Johnsons and others 
records a now virtually extinct fishing life 
on Lake Superior with its open boats, 
cotton nets, large catches, hard work, 
dangers, and unregulated freedoms. The 
author, who skillfully provides narrative 
bridges and background information on 
each interview, has also included a brief 
historical introduction and a useful map. 
Unfortunately diere is no index. 

J U N E D . H O L M Q U I S T 

EXHIBITS and the research that goes 
into them frequently unearth forgotten 
or unknown resources that e n h a n c e 
Minnesota Historical Society collections. 
Visitors, stimulated by museum displays, 
sometimes recall information and mate­
rial from their own backgrounds. Re­
searchers , in the process of tracking 
down a story, also uncover new sources. 
A case in point is the MHS exhibit . 

"How They Spelled Refief NRA, AAA, 
FERA, CCC, WPA." As part of her re­
search for the show, Patricia Gaarder of 
the MHS education division interviewed 
Ezra B. Curry, who was assistant WPA 
administrator in Minnesota from 1939 to 
1941. This interview is now part of the 
MHS audio-visual collection. 

At the beginning of the interview, 
C u r r y b r o u g h t out six pub l i ca t i ons 
documenting WPA achievements. These 
include Minnesota's Work Projects Ad­
ministration (WPA) Final Report (now 
added to the MHS manuscripts collec­
tion), which describes the development 
of Minnesota's WPA, its administrative 
structure and projects; a photographic 
album, America First — And Always — 
Persons and Events Affecting the Min-
m'sota WPA 193.5-1943; and three vol­
umes recording the progress of refief 
projects in the Minneapolis parks pro­
gram. These pubfications came to the so­
ciety, through Curry, from Mrs. Sidney 
Stolte, widow of the Minnesota WPA 
adminis t ra tor , 1939-1943. The sixth 
d o c u m e n t , "Accompl i shmen t s , Min­
nesota 193.5-1939, " contains a photo­
graphic record of state WPA projects 
during those years. 

PATRICIA GAARDER 

LAKE HARRIET is the subject of a re­
cen t ly p u b l i s h e d p a m p h l e t by T ine 
Thevenin called Lake Harriet Until 1925 
(Minneapohs, 1979, available from the 
author, P.O. Box 16004, Minneapohs, 
Mn. 55416, illustrations, 32 p . , paper 
$3.10). The book is a survey of the lake's 
history from the earliest days of Indians, 
missionaries, and travelers, to its later 
life in the Minneapolis park system as a 
haven for pleasure seekers and bicyclists. 

R A I L R O A D B U F F S will enjoy The 
Great Northern Railway: A Pictorial 
Study, by Charles and Dorothy Wood 
(Edmonds, Washington, 1979, $49.50). 
Historical sketches give brief summaries 
of the early history of the line in St. Paul, 
the development of Glacier Park, con­
s t ruct ion through the Cascades , the 
selection of the western terminus, and 
the technological development of rail­
road engines. The pictures rvni heavily to 
locomotives but also include shots of sta­
tions, yards, bridges, and construction 
along the line. 

A N N R E G A N 
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