























number of fascinating maps drawn by
Perrault of areas in which he traded, in-
cluding Minnesota, have been redrawn
and included in this new edition.

Also now available is a paperback edi-
tion of David Lavender's The Fist in the
Wilderness (Albuguerque, University of
New Mexico Press, 1979, 490 p., paper
$8.95). Lavender's work, first published
by Doubleday in 1964, tells the story of
the c¢reation of the American Fur Com-
pany’s near monopoly of the Great Lakes
fur trade in the 1810s, 1820s, and 1830s,
and in particular the key role played in
that story by Ramsay Crooks. The best
explanation of these events available,
Lavender’s book is written in a read-
able, popular style which will win it
many new readers.

Bruce M. WHITE

MINNESOTA'S “twins” on the Unit-
ed States Supreme Court, Chief Justice
Warren Burger and Justice Harry
Blackmun, receive biographical and ana-
Iytical treatment in The Justices of the
United States Supreme Courl: Their
Lives and Major Opinions: Volume V,
The Burger Court. 1969-1978 (New
York, 1978, $45.00). The book contains
essays on twelve justices, examining the
development and fruition of the judicial
philosophies of each. The sections on
Burger, by Andrew E. Norman, and on
Blackmun, by Michael Pollet, show both
to be constitutional constructionists and
believers in judicial restraint. Major
opinions of each, which in part belie
their conservatism, are printed in full.
Burger’s include the decision requiring
then-President Nixon to turn over the
Watergate tapes and his dissent in the
Bivens case, attacking the exclusion of
illegally seized evidence; Blackmun's in-
clude his famous decisions in Roe v.
Wade on abortion and Bates v. The State
Bar of Arizona, which gave lawyers the
right to advertise their services. Both es-
says are eminently readable and instrue-
tive.

ANN REGAN

ORAL HISTORY is coupled with black-
and-white photographs in Island Folk:
The People of Isle Royale, by Peter
Oikarinen (Houghton, Mich., Isle
Royale Natural History Association,
1979, 158 p.. paper $4.95). Based on
tape-recorded interviews with twelve
oldtimers (four women and eight men),
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the book captures with rare success the
story-telling qualities of good reminis-
cences. These elderly people of predomi-
nantly Scandinavian ancestry convey
multifaceted images of island life since
the early 1900s, depicting Isle Royale’s
transition from commercial fishing and
copper mining to summer resorts and a
national park. Glen Merritt of Duluth
recalls his family’s long association with
the island — his father Alfred’s first visit
in 1866, the family’s interest in copper
mining, and their purchase of land when
it was offered to the public in 1508.
Others touch on the frictions that arose
alter Isle Royale was named a national
park in 1840 (the properties of the re-
maining twenty-one private owners are
scheduled to be added to the park as
present life leases expire).

In spite of the fact that Isle Royale is
part of Michigan, the residents inter-
viewed were Minnesota-oriented, and
the island has been served over the years
by boats making regular runs from Grand
Portage on the Minnesota North Shore.
Interviews with the captains of the “Voy-
ageur’ and “Wenonah,” the current ves-
sels, recall earlier boats and their own
vears of navigating treacherous Lake
Superior, delivering tourists, groceries,
and other supplies and returning to the
mainland with the dwindling catches of
the commercial fisher folk.

Among the three who still have
commercial fishing licenses are Milford
and Myrtle Johnson, a husband-wife
team, who came to Isle Royale in” 1906
and 1908, respectively. Oikarinen’s
interview with the Johnsons and others
records a now virtually extinct fishing life
on Lake Superior with its open boats,
cotton nets, large catches, hard work,
dangers, and unregulated freedoms. The
author, who skillfully provides narrative
bridges and background information on
each interview. has also included a brief
historical introduction and a useful map.
Unfortunately there is no index.

JunE D. HoLMQUIST

EXHIBITS and the research that goes
into them frequently unearth forgotten
or unknown resources that enhance
Minnesota Historical Society collections,
Visitors, stimulated by museum displays,
sometimes recall infarmation and mate-
rial from their own backgrounds. Re-
searchers, in the process of tracking
down a story, also uncover new sources.
A case in point is the MHS exhibit,

“How They Spelled Relief: NRA, AAA,
FERA, CCC, WPA.” As part of her re-
search for the show, Patricia Gaarder of
the MHS education division interviewed
Ezra B. Curry, who was assistant WPA
administrator in Minnesota from 1939 to
1941. This interview is now part of the
MHS audio-visual collection.

At the heginning of the interview,
Curry brought out six publications
documenting WPA achievements. These
include Minnesota’s Work Projects Ad-
ministration (WPA) Final Report (now
added to the MHS manuscripts collec-
tion), which describes the development
of Minnesota’s WPA, its administrative
structure and projects, a photographic
album, America First — And Always —
Persons and Events Affecting the Min-
nesote. WPA 1935-1943; and three vol-
umes recording the progress of relief
projects in the Minneapalis parks pro-
gram. These publications came to the so-
ciety, through Curry, from Mrs. Sidney
Stolte, widow of the Minnesota WPA
administrator, 1939-1943. The sixth
document, “Accomplishments, Min-
nesota 1935-1939," contains a photo-
graphic record of state WPA projects
during those years.

PaTricia GAARDER

LAKE HARRIET is the subject of a re-
cently published pamphlet by Tine
Thevenin called Lake Harriet Until 1925
{Minneapolis, 1979, available from the
author, P.O. Box 16004, Minneapolis,
Mn. 55416, illustrations, 32 p., paper
$3.10). The book is a survey of the lake’s
history from the earliest days of Indians,
missionaries, and travelers, to its later
life in the Minneapolis park system as a
haven for pleasure seekers and bicyclists.

RAILROAD BUFFS will enjoy The
Great Northern Railway: A Pictorial
Study, by Charles and Dorothy Wood
(Edmonds, Washington, 1979, $49.50).
Historical sketches give brief summaries
of the early history of the line in St. Paul,
the development of Glacier Park, con-
struction through the Cascades, the
selection of the western terminus, and
the technological development of rail-
road engines. The pictures run heavily to
locomotives but also include shots of sta-
tions, yards, bridges, and construction
along the line,

ANN REGAN
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