

















"WILD RICE was the ]\'("\' to the St
Croix fur trade,” writes editor Bruce M.
White in a lengthy and viluable witicle
on the trade featured in the Summer,
1980, issue ol The Dalles Visitor, a
newspaper-format annual publication
crammed with St. Croiv area history.
White adds thut “this prolific aquatic
plant. which they (the traders) called “la
folle avoine,” was so nnportant that they
named the area alter it The availability
of the vice in small rivers and lakes ol the
St. Croix Valley. plus other food such as
fish. game. and muple sugar, permitted
the traders to cut down on food they
brought in from the Euast to feed them-
selves. Thus “when fur animals became
comparatively scarce.” White writes,
“the trade could still be profitable.” He
introduces several St Croix fur traders
— among them a vouthful George Nel-
son (whose reminiscent account wus pub-
lished in Minnesota History in 1947),
Joseph La Prairie. Thomas Connor,
Michel Curot, and John Saver. He also
deals with the importance of the Indians
in the trade, their battles, and the even-
tual switch of wealthy, influential traders
to lumbering, reul estate, railroads, and
politics.

Other articles in the issue include
publisher Helen M. White's account of
Lindstrom observing its 100th anniver-
sary, historian James Taylor Dunn's in-
teresting storv on a decidedly mixed
blessing — the blasting of a new highway
in 1931 out of the blufts along the St.
Croix south of Tuvlors Fulls and as-

sistant editor Ann Regan's description of

a canoe trip on the Yellow River in the
Folle Avoine.

A CALL FOR PAPERS has been made
for the thirteenth annual Dakota History
Conference to be held at Dakota State
College, Madison, S.D., April 10-11,
19%1. The Karl Mundt Distinguished
Historical Writing Awards will be pre-
sented for the best papers by two cate-
gories of writers: professional (including
those attached to an institution of higher
education in the fields of social science,
English, or history) and amateur (anyone
else). First, second, and third prizes of
$250.00, $150.00, and $100.00 will be
presented for best papers in each cate-
gory. Papers should relate to some aspect
of the history of South Dakota, Dakota
Territory, or the Upper Great Plains re-
gion. Inaddition, there will be twoawards
of $100.00 each by topic: the Richard
Cropp Award for the best paper in mili-
tary history and the Cedrick Cummins
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Award lor the best paper in institutional
history. All papers submitted for compe-
tition must be read by the author.
Address all correspondence to H, W,
Blakely, History Department, Duakota
State College. Madison, §.D. 57042,

A BICENTENNIAL project of the South
Dukota State Historical Society has re-
sulted in the publication of a Checklist of
South Dukota Newspapers (Pierre, §.D..
1976, 92 p.). This compilation is cspe-
cially helphul because all the items listed
in it have been microfihned, and copies
of these films are available for use in
aother institutions through interlibrary
loan. Access to 8,790 rolls of microfilin of
newspapers published throughout the
state from 1859 to 1976 is thus provided
by this checklist. The newspaper titles
are grouped by place of publication, with
these municipalities arranged in al-
phabetical order. A title index, which is
not included, would have been a nseful
addition.

IN HIS ARTICLE. “Early Dakota Mi-
gration and Intertribal War: A Revision,”
that leads off The Western Historical
Quarterly for January, 1980, Gary
Clayton Anderson takes issue with histo-
rians who hold that the Dakota (Sioux)
were driven by the Ojibway (Chippewa)
from their woodland homes in northern
Minnesota to the western plains. This in-
terpretation, Anderson reminds us, re-
lies heavily on Ojibway oral tradition,
particularly on that used by Chippewa
mixed-blood William W. Warren in his
“History of the Ojibway Nation.”

“There is no denying that intertribal
warfare did have some impact upon
Dakota population movements especially
after the escalation of the conflict in the
1730s.” says Anderson, but he also indi-
cates that other factors were economic.
The early Sioux people “were a typical
hunting, food-gathering society that
roamed the countryside most of the vear.
Migration . . allowed the tribe to main-
tain high food production levels.™
Changes in the Upper Mississippi ecol-
ogy caused by the European trade also
“alfected hunting patterns and in turn
population movements.”” Eventually
traders managed to reverse the westward
migratory trends of many Sioux villagers,
with the result that warfare intensified
because tribes fought over resources.
Anderson’s summary is that to portray
the Ojibway “as conquerors and the
Dakatas as defeated refugees is a histori-
cal inaccuracy.”

RESEARCHERS in women's history
have, at long last, what they have been
waiting for — the publication of Women's
History Sonrces: A Guide to Archives
anel Manuseript Collections in the United
States (New York, R. R. Bowker Co.,
1979, 2 vols., 1114 p., 391 p.). The work,
edited by Andrea Hinding, Ames Shel-
don Bower, and Clarke A. Chambers,
contains contributions from 1,586 re-
positories for 18,026 collections and is ar-
ranged by state and subdivided by city.
Entries cover individual women, wom-
en’s groups (like the League of Women
Voters), collections that contain material
for or about women, and papers from
groups in which women are interested
{temperance and birth control, for in-
stance).

The two-volume format makes it pos-
sible to open the separate index to an en-
try and then search through the first vol-
ume, thus eliminating the nuisance of
flipping back and forth. Helpful intro-
ductory notes explain the method behind
the project and how to use the book. As a
result of this survev, one can now look up
“World War I” in the index and be
guided to information across the nation
on women's activities during that
conflict, or one can find under “Clara
Barton” that Minnesota has material on
her.

A survey like this has to rely on the
enthusiasm of regional workers, and
some unevenness results. Researchers
studying Minnesota women, for example,
enjoy a bonanza of seventy-eight pages of
entries, while Indiana has only twelve
pages — nearly matched by the ten
pages for Lincaln, Neb., alone.

When a researcher begins to use the
index, some problems surface, of which
only a few will be mentioned., Whereas
medicine has cross references, temper-
ance and prohibition do not. No category
exists for sororities despite the inclusion
of papers from several groups. A wom-
an’s prolessional or best-known name is
supposed to be used, but Ann Landers is
listed under Esther Lederer and George
Suand has no other name listed. Although
the editors intended to include the
names of husbands, neither of the above
two women has one listed, and Wallis
Simpson is missing all three of hers.
Moreover, she is lacking her title and
one entry number. When this valuable
reference work is reprinted, let us hope
the budget will allow the index to be re-
vised, eliminating these troublesome in-
consistencies.

SALLY RUBINSTEIN
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