

















favors by giving me a history of the connection of

the State with the presentation?™”

Flandrau responded to the direct question directly,
giving the story to Davis essentially as he had to the
governor, but he did not mention Werner Boesch by

name. Flandrau referred only to “one of the defenders of

the Fort” proposing the appropriateness of the medal
and his willingness to pay for it, since “the appropriation
was exhausted.” He added: “We have never said much
about it, because we thought the recipients of the medal
would value it more highly if they regarded it simply as a
testimonial from the state, without any question about
its regularity, but we believe that the inscription on the
converse of the medal, "Presented by the State of Minne-
sota to [,]" is in every sense true.”*"

Flandrau then concluded with a hint that he would
prefer the secret be kept: “T give vou these particulars
because you ask for them in an official way, and there is
nothing to conceal in regard to this matter, but we do not
proclaim the matter from the house-tops for reasons that
will naturally suggest themselves to vou.” He did pen at
the bottom of his letter, “T enclose copies of my letter to
the Governor and his reply.” which would have revealed
Boesch’s identity, but there is no record that Davis pur-
sued the matter further or made known the facts pre-
sented him about the irregularities of the Fort Ridgely
medal,

The secret was buried with Werner Boesch (who
died in 1899, receiving a number of flowery local tributes
to his civic contributions, both socially and in business)
and the few committee members and the governor who
knew. The story came to light during a search for sup-
porting documentation for a number of Civil War medals
recently transferred from the National Archives to the
Division of Military History at the Smithsonian’s
Museum of American History.

Boesch accepted anonyimity as the price for assuring
that the medals be as highly regarded as possible. The
price he paid in dollars must have been considerable in
view of the number presented. Documents from engrav-

* Davis to Flandrau, April 22, 1898, NARG 94, special file
36.

“"Here and below, see Flandrau to Davis, April 26, 1898,
NARG 94, special file 36.

* Minnesota in the Civil and Indian Wars, 2:193b.
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THE DEDICATION of the Fort Ridgely monument in

1896, Werner Boesch may be the man standing directly
behind the child with the dog.

ing firms of the time suggest prices of one to five dollars
per medal.

For those who would take the time to read it, there is
a small bit of immortality for Werner Boesch on the Fort
Ridgely monument, upon which all the white partici-
pants during those fearful days are listed. Boesch’s name
appears in a group of 533 "Armed Citizens.” The name of
Anna Boesch is at the top of the alphabetically arranged
list of 19 women who “rendered especially valuable serv-
ices” among those others who “cheerfully and bravely
assisted in the defense of the Fort,”

THE MEDAL shown on p. 233 was photographed by Alan
Ominsky and is in the MHS museum collection: the sketch
on p. 235 is by Paul Waller, the portrait on p. 236 is from the
Brown County Historical Museum. Other pictures are from
the MHS audio-visual library.

Summer 1987 239



Minnesota
Historical Society

Copyright of Minnesota History is the property of the Minnesota
Historical Society and its content may not be copied or emailed to
multiple sites or posted to a listserv without the copyright holder’s
express written permission. Users may print, download, or emalil
articles, however, for individual use.

To request permission for educational or commercial use, contact us.

1/[ www.mnhs.org/mnhistory


http://www.mnhs.org/mnhistory�
mailto:permissions@mnhs.org?subject=Minnesota History magazine - Request permission for commercial or educational use�
www.mnhs.org/mnhistory�
http://www.mnhs.org/�

