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HISTORIANS, journalists , and recorders of exenfs, 
when writing the history of a place, often resort to the 
cliche: "It is the people who have built Fill in 
your own place name. But who are "the people ':" The)' 
are rareb specified except as personified in their lead
ers. Ordinar)' people remain bidden in the generaliza
tion. This obeisance to "the people " implies the func
tioning of numerous individuals on behalf of themselves 
and societ)-; but, if those individuals ue\ 'er h a \ e identi
ties except as numbers in statistical repoi-fs. the lofty 
obeisance becomes so meaning less as to approach 
treason to the democratic ideal. On the other baud, a 
perspective that manifests the human connections be
tween an individual and the people and their histor)' 
opens upon a new vista for studies customarib- confined 
to local histor)'. To see the people as they are, we must 
pull the individual out of the mass, examine him, and 
understand him in order to \-alidate or invalidate the 
significance of the common people in building a society. 
Is it indeed true that e \e r \ honest, industrious citizen 
builds and fortifies the state'r* 

Theodore C. Blegen concluded his broad history of 
the state with these words: '"It is the people who have 
built Minnesota. They started and bore its movements 
and parties and institutions. They created the actu
alities, founded and c o n d u c t e d the newspa
pers, the schools. Behind the facade of 
events are thousands of human beings [including] men 
and women of lustrous reputations [and] folk of 
little or no fame whose work and integrit)' gave sub
stance to their communities. It was Woodrow Wil
son who said that a nation draws its 'power of renewal 
and enterprise ' from "the ranks of the great bod)- of un
named m e n . ' " The life of an extraordinary ordinary 
man, Robert Shore, who put his roots down in the grass
lands of Ransom Township, Nobles Count ) , in 1873, 
gives substance to the rhetoric regarding the intrinsic 
worth of democracy to the common man . ' 

Shore's story started in a factory suburb of Manches
ter, Lancashire, England, He was boin in 1828, the sou 
of a slubber in the woolen mills of the count\ . Shore 
later wi'ote that his father "died when he should have 
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been in the prime of life, lea\ ing mother with a famib- of 
seven chi ldren, some of whom, howe\ 'er, were old 
enough to be a great help in earning a h\'ing for the 
rest. My father was a man of good moral character, 

but not a member of an) church. With father the 
absorbing subject was politics, be was an ardent re
former; mother, on the contrar)', was inclined to follow 
the beaten path of the forefathers."-

About the concerns of this ardent reformer, one can 
onb- conjecture. Certainl)-, among them must ha\-e been 
the crowded and unsafe conditions of the cities and fac
tories; the uncertainties of emplo)-ment, child labor; in
adequate schooling; political corruption; restrictive suf
frage and rot ten boroughs . Manches te r was simul
taneously in the vanguard of both the industrial revolu
tion and the reform movement. Charles Shore probably 
supported the Great Reform Bill of 1832, the Factory 
Act of 1833, and free trade. ' ' 

At the age of nine, young Robert started to work in 
the same woolen factor)' as bis father. For the next four 
years, in keeping with the new legislation, bis work day 
was restricted to eight hours plus two more of factory-
provided schooling. Then, from the age of f3 until he 

ROBERT SHORE, about 1900 

emigrated just before his 23rd birthday, be worked full 
time in the mill. Despite long factory hours, be attended 
n ight school un t i l 1850, w h e n he m a r r i e d Eliza 
Greenbalgb. Like Robert, she was bom in 1828 and had 
worked since an earb' age. By the time she was nine she 
cared for two children under three years old while her 
mother was employed in a cotton mill. One of Eliza's 
additional chores was punching down bread dough and 
readying it for the oven. At 11 she went to work in the 
mills until she married Shore. Her onb' education was 
Sunday School; why she had no factory schooling is an 
enigma."' 

ELIZA G. SHORE in 1909, .shortly before her death 

THE YOUNG COUPLE decided to leave England for 
America within the first )'ear of their marriage, and they 
departed on a sailing ship from Liverpool in March, 
1851. After six weeks at sea, they landed in early May at 
Neyv York and immedia te ly p r o c e e d e d to Benton, 
Lafayette County, Wisconsin. They bore the stamp of 
industrial England, yet it yvas not to industrial New 
England that they migrated. Rather, thev followed the 

-Robert Shore, Diary, November 24, f905, iu possession 
of Delbert C Shore, Rushmore, copy in Minnesota Historical 
Society (hereafter MHS), A slubber was a mill worker who 
took cardin^^s out of a machine, twisted and drew them into 
threads. 

The bill of 1832 eliiniuatcd man)' of the so-called rotten 
borounhs and extended the right to vote to the middle class; 
the 1833 act prohibited employnicnt of children under the age 
ol nine, restricted the work week of those between nine and 
13, required two hours of daily schooling for them, and pro
vided a system of factory inspectors. See, for example, 
Llewclbn Woodward, Age of Reform, 1815-1870 (Oxford, 
Eng,, 1962), Robert K. Webb, Modern England: From the 
Eighteenth Century to dw Present (New York, 1980), 

'Arthur P. Rose, An Illustrated History of Nobles County. 
Minnesota, 311 (Worthington, 1908); Shore, Diary, July 10, 
1906. Information on Eliza is from personal knowledge of the 
authors. 
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suggestion of a friend who earlier bad settled in the 
lead-mining region of Wisconsin. There Shore mined 
lead for a livelihood. Although the peak of the industry 
had passed, the area was still attractive because "if lead 
were found it was immediately profitable." Little or no 
investment was required, and a settler could also farm on 
a small scale.'' 

In 1850 the majority of miners were American born, 
but among the immigrants was a sizable group from 
Cornwall's failing tin mines. Only the blasting of bard 
rock required special skills, an expertise brought by Cor
nish miners. They bad arrived "as free labourers without 
slaves, and when their work and skill ensured the de
velopment of the lead mines, there followed the 'free 
soflers' and anti-slavery immigrants from New England 
and the Northern States to engage in the ancillary trades 
and services and to farm the land around the 
mines." These people formed the majority, joining a 
minority of southerners who had settled in the state ear
her, bringing their slave culture. The majority gave rise 
to a strongly individualistic, free, robust (at times turbu
lent) area that combined small mining with small farm
ing. One historian stated that source materials of the 
time 'make it clear that many English immigrants re
garded mining as a means of obtaining a farm. " Un
doubtedly, this large presence of settlers in southyvest
ern Wisconsin helped bring about statehood in 1848.'' 

In Wisconsin Robert Shore found that, though ig
norant of mining, he could learn to mine; though igno
rant of farming, he could learn to farm. In this, be 
was rather typical of many Euglisbmen on midwestern 
farms. A number of them, for example, had been textile 
hands in Lancashire. One Illinois immigrant said in 1851 
that "It is very rare that I come across an Englishman 
who follows farming that followed the same occupation 
in England; they are generally from the manufacturing 

'Rose, History, 312, Joseph Schafer, The Wisconsin Lead 
Region, 47 (Madi.son, Wis., 19;32). 
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districts." Finally, along with his new skills. Shore ac
quired experience in dealing with people of diverse 
ethnic and cultural backgrounds and interests . ' 

After 14 years spent in the lead mines and sporadical
ly farming on rented land. Shore bad saved enough 
money to purchase an 80-acre farm in Grant County, 
southwestern Wisconsin. Almost immediately after this 
purchase in February, 1865, be enlisted in Company K 
of the 44th Wisconsin Infantry Regiment, which served 
in Kentucky and Tennessee. For enlisting. Grant Coun
ty paid each volunteer $300; pay in the Union army was 
$f3 a month for privates. These inducements caused 
some men to join, but whether they aff'ected Shore's 
enlistment is not known. He served as clerk at regimen
tal headquarters until his regiment was mustered out on 
August 28, 1865. He returned to his new life of farming, 
alternating agricultural chores with schoolteacbing dur
ing the winter term (15 terms in all) and serving as post
master at Harrelson.'"' 

So far, one can see much that made Robert Shore one 
of the common people in the last half of the 19th century: 
his origin in the poor working class; like most children of 
this class, his early working years and factory school 
attendance; and his marriage to a woman of similar back
ground. Although most of bis peers remained in the 
English mills, be was part of a significant exodus of Brit
ish emigrants to America, 

Like many immigrants, be chose his ultimate des
tination on information most tenuous — a letter from a 
boyhood friend. Shore and his wife moved as an indi
vidual family rather than as part of a communal coloniz
ing venture. Even on the frontier, be was typical of the 
English settlers who had, for the most part, come out of 
British mills rather than farms. His family endured the 
ordinary trials. The children were expected to work in 
the bouse and on the farm. As in so many other families 
— immigrant or not — a young child died. Shore cer
tainly represented the new American who bad to be 
flexible in order to adapt to new and changing environ
ments.*^ 

One can also see some e\-idence of the extraordinarv 
in him. He was not content to stop bis schooling at age 
13 nor to remain in the mills of Lancashire. He was not 
like the English textile workers who moved to the mills 
of New England. Fur thermore , he was older than the 
average Union army volunteer. His responsibilities in 
the army and in Wisconsin hint at the unusual. 

THE SHORE FAMILY'S move to Minnesota was pre
ceded b)- the arrival of the railroads, which reached the 
state in the late 1860s and earl)- 1870s. With the exten
sion of the Sioux Cit)- and St. Paul Railroad from Min
neapolis and St. Paul to the loyva city, the plains knoxvu 
as the Coteau des Prairies yvere opened for sett lement. 
The components of community-making common to the 
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American Middle West were disarmingly simple: the 
railroad needed settlers to pro\'ide their raison d'etre: 
the settlers needed raih-oads to provide market access; 
and the government needed settlers to populate the 
wilderness and secure it as a functioning unit. Pro
motional efforts b)' raih-oads, land speculators, colony 
organizers, or by the state were commonplace. '" 

The National Colony Company of Ohio (1871-76), 
the creation of four enterprising men at the Toledo Blade 
newspaper, was one such promotion. In 1871 D. R. 
Locke, Professor Ransom F. Humiston, A. P. Miller, 
and another A. P. Miller, a physician, proposed to locate 
a colony of settlers with a common moral code (absti
nence from alcohol) somewhere in the West. After ex
tensive travel, they perceived the advantages of Nobles 
County's fertile soil, unsettled land, and neyv railroad 
line. These entrepreneurs had faith that, thi-ough adver
tising, they could convince many to join their colony. 

As a result of negotiations with the railroad, Humis
ton, Miller & Company secured control of railroad lands 
in 12 toyvnsbips of Nobles Count)' and 3'/2 townships in 
Osceola County, loxva — all by the fall of 1871. These 
farsighted men established Worthington as their base 
and at the same time published and widely distributed 
the Colony Journal to spread the word of Nobles County 
to all would-be settlers willing to refrain from engaging 
"within the limits of said Colon) , in the sale of liquors to 
be used as a beverage, and will vote and use [their] 
influence to prevent such sale by others. " Within the 
year, 500 to 700 families settled on the land, and man)' 
others purchased shares, took claims, and prepared to 
move later. 

The first decade of Nobles County, established in 
1870, was an ordeal of survival. Grasshoppers, prairie 
fires, inexperience, blizzards and other weather perver
sities — typical trials on the midwestern frontier — 
plagued the settlers, but in 1880 a decade of prosperity 
began. Like other Minnesota counties. Nobles yvas 
largely agricultural with a sprinkle of light industry. It 
was peopled mainly by native-born Americans, but 
among the 3,079 foreign born (out of a total population of 
15,056) in 1905, Germans, Scandinavians, Canadians, 
Irish, and British dominated — an ethnic mix almost 
identical to that of the state. The political dominance of 
the Republican party, occasionally tested by independ
ent or reform party challenges in the last three decades 
of the 19th centui-y, mirrored the state's pohtical cli
mate. Even Nobles County residents preoccupation 
with temperance reflected the wave that spread over 
Minnesota in 1875. The county s churches, made up pri
marily of the major Protestant denominations but with a 
Catholic presence, reflected the religious affiliations of 
other .Vlinnesotans." 

Robert Shore joined the ranks of the National Colony 
on April 20. 1872, and two months later traveled to No

bles County. Officials of the colony had advised him to 
go by river from Prairie du Chien to St. Paul or Man
kato, since "from either of these places you go at 
half fare [on the radroadj." The founders affirmed that 
Shore's "plan of going out noxv and securing your claim 

is an excellent one' ; earlier they had assured him 
that "We want to have you make an examination of our 
locations the more careful the better it will 
suit us, and then tell your neighbors." Shore, who was 
44 vears old bv this time, claimed a soldier's homestead 

i 
» » • • t»»~ • » -f-

d e l C o l o n y , ^ = ^ n r-fe A M o 
Orgnnlzcd npon tcmpErnuce principle*- Tlie sale 
of intoxicating liquor* as a bcvernye wlUiln the 
Colony limiU slrlclly prohibited. FlfleEn Towu-
(hips of very rich land iu fouthTrestem Minnesota 
andnorthwegtem Iowa—the heBllbiest climtte ID 
the 'Uiiltod Stales Good marVetd, cheap fuel and 
loinber. The SL Paul and Bioax City Railroad now 
rnoning throngh the lands. Tlie advanLnges of 
pood Boclety, cfinrcbes, schools and a rapid ihcreaae 
m the Talne of their property aecnred to memberi 
In the shortest possible time. Send stamp for a 
copy of The National Colony Jmtrnal, pivfnB full 
parUciilttrs Mria-tn, HUHISTON A Co., 

ToUdo, Ohio. 
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A GLOWING description, on the letterhead of the 
National Colony Company 

about 12 miles southwest of Worthington and three 
miles north of the Iowa border. He selected Section 22 
of Ransom Township, but not before he checked his list 
of "Items of Information " such as cjuality and depth of 
water, rockiness of the soil, dryness of cellars, cost of 
building materials, number of stores, sizes of lots, and, 
finally, the number of colonists and their characteristics. 
He stayed the summer, plowing and preparing a place 
for his family. By October a house was being built, and 
early the following year Eliza and their children moved 
to th e new ho me 

12 

"'Here and two paragraphs below, see Rose, History, 
61-6.'3; Lew Hudson, From New Cloth: The Making of Worth
ington, 12 (Worthington, 1976); William W, Folwell, A Hirfon/ 
of Minnesota, 3:2, ;32 (Revised ed,, St. Paul, 1969); Cadton C. 
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18.50s-ISSOs," in Minnesota History, 42:21.5-224 (Summer, 
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Dcwald, KIk, Graham Lake, Horsey, Indian Lake,Little Rock, 
Lorain, Ransom, Seward, Summit Lake, and Worthington. 
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(Toledo), in VVort/ii/igfo/i Advance, August 12, 1937, p. 6. 
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April 21, May 15, 1872, and .Miscellaneous Account Book, all 
iu possession of E. S. Thornton, copies in MHS. Ransom 
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Shore was like many of his count)' neighbors in his 
politics (Republican), religion (Methodist), and social 
att i tudes. Certain of bis capabilities and at tr ibutes, 
however, irrepressibl)- pushed him to local prominence. 
Friends and neighbors chose him for positions of respon
sibility and influence: county commissioner (1878-80), in 
which office he se rved as cha i rman of t h e board 
(1879-80); justice of the peace for several years begin
ning in 1895; postmaster (from f 896 when the Ransom 
post office was established until 1903 when rural free 
delivery began); township clerk (f877-99, 1904-08); 
schoolteacher beginning in the 1870s; and president of 
the Rushmore State Bank (190.3-08).^^ 

From 1887 until his death in 1908, Shore's Ransom 
Township "country correspondence " appeared in the 
Worthington Advance, the Nobles County Democrat 
(Adrian), the Minnesota Signal (Bigelow), and, starting 
in July, 1899, the Rushmore Enterprise. Less regularly, 
his column was published in the Rushmore Gazette and 
the State Line Sentinel (Bigeloyv). This diverse list did 
not reflect inconstancy on Shore s part, but rather the 
transient nature of frontier newspapers. Between 1872 
and 1908, Nobles County had at one time or another 
more than 30 newspapers. Most were weeklies, one was 
a monthly, while several were dailies; their life spans 
varied from a few issues to several years. Shore also 
wrote short articles for magazines such as the Wisconsin 
Fanner, an agricultural journal published in Madison; 
the Sunday School Messenger (Worthington); and txvo 
Boston-based publicat ions. The M^riter, a Monthly 
Magazine for Lderary Workers and the Yankee Blade. 

SHORE did not under take his writing merely as a 
pleasant diversion, though pleasant he obviously found 
it. In his view, the "press is probably the mightiest force 
of modern times. moulding the thought, the char
acter and life of our people shaping the destiny of 
this nation." Newspapers were peculiarly important, he 
believed, to the farmer, for they were his way of keeping 
in touch with his community, his vocation, his nation, 
and the world. And, on balance, he was confident that 
the newspapers were fulfilling their function. ""There are 

Township was originally named Grant; the name was changed 
in 1873 because it duplicated another township. Warren Up
ham, Minnesota Geograpliic Names: Their Origin and 
Historic Significance, 378 (Reprint cd., St. Paul, 1969). 

"Here and below, see Rose, History, 27,3-286, 312; No
bles County Democrat, Januar) 1, 1908; Minnesota Signal, 
March, 1899. .Many of the Nobles County newspapers are not 
available in the MHS collections; a number of them, frequently 
undated, may be found in Shore scrapbooks. Nobles County 
Historical Society (NCHS) or cited in Emma S. Thornton, 
Heirs and Assigns Forever: The Life of Robert Shore, Minneso
ta Pioneer (East Lansing, Mich., 1955), copies in NCHS. This 
hook also has information on Shore's non-.Minnesota publica
tions; sec pp. 47, 78-80, 83, 102. 

farmers in Nobles Count) ' today who are bet ter posted as 
to the situation iu the far east [the Russo-Japanese War 
of 1904-05] than is the average Japanese, the average 
Chinese or the average Russian. " Shore realized the re-
sponsibilit)' that rested on the journalist's pen. A writer 
"should be careful what he writes. he need not 

write anything that is debasing, an)'thing that will lower 
the morals of his readers." Yet, Shore was not blind to 
the meretricious ends to which newspapers were put. 
He warned readers about advertisements that contained 
fraudulent promises with get-rich-quick schemes in real 

SHORE'S favorite topics, from his column of April 21, 
1899, in the Worthington Advance 

Ransom. 
On Monday of this week almost every one 

commenced farm work; either drnggioK or 
seeding. 

1). F. Settle and Ormando Scott arc at home 
again after their extended tour in British Amer 
ica, Tliey were well pleased with the country, 
and thinli It is all right; and probably it is; 
though, to be sure, they had no means «f know
ing only from what they could see while jiding 
through the country on the cars. 

I am told that a daughter of John Page, on 
section 17, Is quite sick; Dr. Walker of Bigelow 
is attending her. We ail hope that with tho 
return of the bright, warm days of spring, the 
general health will Improve. 

Our neighbor, H. Sletsema, was the first man 
to commence seeding In this neighborhood; at 
least if any one began before him I have hot 
heard anything of it. He put in a good half day 
seeding on Thursday of last week, fha 6th. It 
will be a cold day when neighbor Sietsema 
gets left. 

Last Sunday was one of those lovely days 
which we are so well able to appreciate at this 
season of tlie y«ai-. After a long period of bit
ing cold and piercing winds, a soft, spring-like 
day liko last Sunday reminds one of Bunyan's 
saying, that "the bitter before the sweet makes 
the sweet, sweeter." The attendance at Sun
day School and preaching service was the best 
tor some months, and, what is better, the peo
ple dia not come out for nothing, for the Rev. 
Mr. Putnam gave us one of those practical dis 
courses one of which is worth volumes of flue 
theory. The world suffers not so much f ron> a 
ack of knowledge, as from failure t o put into 
practice the good that we know. 
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estate and mining stock, .-^nd, despite or perhaps be
cause of bis personal interest in politics, be complained 
in the spring of 1908 that from that da)' hinvard to elec
tion day, the newspapers would be filled with politics, 
"much of it from sinister motixes intended to 
mislead.' '"* 

Shore s columns contained a liarmonious blend of 
information and comment. \ 'er) ' local, very pi-actical. 
Reports of too much rain, too little rain, just enough 
rain; hail, blizzards, early snoyvs; bene\'olent sunshine 
and warmth; good baying or harvesting weather — all 
these were basic and were found in ever)' column. In the 
Nobles County Democrat of August 10, 1890, for e.xam
ple, he wrote: "It is an old saying, 'It is an ill wind that 
blows no good.' The vei')' dry' weather we ha\'e been 
having has not been just what we would like for the corn, 
but it has been just what we needed for barxesting and 
stacking." Obviously, the readers knew what their 
weather had been. Shore was, after all, not forecasting 
but commenting, and in so doing, be shared common 
concerns or gratifications. The information was more 
than just the known fact; it took on a human experiential 
dimension. 

Though weather was the basic topic of his columns. 
Shore reported on other items such as market conditions 
and crop )'ields, vital to the everyday life of the farmer. 
"The yield of grain in this town, so far as we learn, is \ ei)' 
satisfactory. Wheat yields from about 12 to 20 bushels; 
oats from 25 to 40; barle)' is generalb' poor; we have not 
heard of any flax being threshed yet, but the crop is 
supposed to be \'ery fair; com is good. " He also noted 
new businesses. "Bigelow will soon have a new elevator, 
and everyone is pleased. Another elevator bad become a 
necessity, otherwise much of the grain raised in this 
neighborhood would haxe to be marketed elsewhere, 
which would be a short-sighted polic)- all around."' '^ 

An important topic was the condition of roads and 
bridges. "The two steel bridges in Ransom are finished, 
and before this time the grading is so far along as to put 
them in good passable condition. The road overseers in 
Ransom, under the direction of the board, do some very 
good work on the roads, as everyone who has occasion to 
travel over them well knows. There are still some bad 
places to fix, however, which will require considerable 
work and cjuite a little outlay in money. Even in report
ing straight information, there was the hint of the 
teacher in Shore. He subtly instructed bis readers to be 
prepared for increased levies for the necessar)' commu
nity upkeep. Statistics were a constant concern of all 
county residents at a time when the sur\ival of an area 
d e p e n d e d on an ever- increasing populat ion. Shore 
spoke to that concern with repeated updated figui-es for 
the county." ' 

Most of the information Shore provided was gleaned 
from his special positions in the communit)'. His duties 

as town clerk — recording, among other things, \ital 
statistics, voters, town business accounts, meetings — 
closeh' linked him to the people. His job as postmaster 
(with the lean-to office behind bis house) made him and 
his home the center of neighborhood news and gave him 
access to material for his columns. His seat on the board 
of directors of the Rushmore bank gave him a broader 
understanding of the area s business climate. But Shoi-e's 
writings were more than the sum of these. His conscious 
acknowledgment and appreciation of the importance of 
the people and the events that in\'olved them were what 
gave depth to the meaning of life in that spot at that 
time. 

And so Shore also reported on his neighbors comings 
and goings. Births and deaths were onb' the beginning. 
Illnesses, for instance, lound their place: "lung fever," 
smallpox, rheumatism, insomnia, epileps)', cholera in
fantum, infant strangulation, whooping cough, scarleti-
na, dyspepsia, consumption, chicken pox, erysipelas, 
quinsy, dysenter)', typhoid, grippe, scarlet fever, piles, 
indigestion. The list reads like the index of a turn-of-thc-
centur)' medical compendium, but each illness was con
nected to a particular individual. Sickness was only one 
form of reported disaster. There were grasshopper inva
sions and prairie fires, children falling into wells and 
animals impaling themselves on barbed-wire fences, 
bolting horses and straying sheep. 

But all was not disease and disaster. Shore celebrated 
community diversions such as ice cream socials, picnics 
to mark the end of school or I n d e p e n d e n c e Da)', 
sleighing, tobogganing, basket socials, reading clubs, 
birthday celebrations, winter dinner parties, and wed
dings with "a repast such as is served only on state occa
sions. The young couple were made happy by the marks 
of kindl)' interest shown by friends and relatixes in the 
shape of presents at once artistic and useful. That 
their joys ma) be many and lasting, their sorrows few 
and fleeting, is the sincere wish of their legion of 
friends. " Even rare and precious diversions appeared in 
the column. "On Sunday night, last, quite a goodb num
ber of friends and neighbors of Mr. and Mrs. [August] 
Klessig called on them to witness what few people see in 
a lifetime, the opening of a Night Blooming Cereus. 
There were two flowers, pure white, fitting emblems of 
unsul l ied pur i ty . It was a s t range and impressive 
sight."'•^ 

^^ Rushmore Enterjirise, April 6, 1900, Nobles County 
Democrat, January 16, July 21, 1905, .A.pril 25, 1908, in Thorn
ton, Heirs and Assigns, 112, 124, 126, 141. 

''Nobles County Democrat, September 28, 1894, ,\ugust 
16, 1895; Shore, Diary, February 19, 1907, 

"'Nobles County Democrat, May 31, 1895, June, 1900, iu 
Thornton, Heirs and Assigns, 113; Worthington Advance, June 
7, 20. 1895. 

''Nobles County Democrat, November 22, 1895, July, 
1897, in Thornton, Heirs and Assigns, 105, 
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Kf(rWe0 Wcmotut 
ADRIAN, MINNESOTA, FWDAY, JANUARY 2fi, 1900. 

Of singular interest were alwa)'s \isitors from else
where— Manitowoc, Dodgeville, Chicago, Traer Coun
ty (Iowa), Chautau(}ua (New York). Of equal interest 
were the travels of Nobles County residents: to the Chi
cago World s Fair, the Sioux Cit)' fair, to Eugene, Ore
gon, to Missouri, to the Rockies, to Alabama, to New 
Mexico, to California, and e \en abroad. In November, 
1894, "Severt Soreni and his uncle, Severt Ostrom, of 
Adrian, s t a r t ed on Tuesda ) ' of th is week for 
Nonva)', It is surprising how cheaply people can 
travel in these days. P'rom the point in Iowa from which 
the company starts, the fare to Norway is but .3.3 dollars; 
and for that amount the person is boarded while crossing 
the ocean. Who would not visit his nati\'e land'P "''' 

H A P P E N I N G S IN T H E W O R L D far beyond the 
boundaries of Nobles County were noteworthy to Shore: 
cotton culture in Australia; the death in 1903 of Pope 
Leo ,\1II; the San P"rancisco earthtjuake of 1906; the 
completion of the Trans-Siberian railroad, "The building 
of this great line of road is a triumph of American 
enterprise and push, scarcely less than that of Russia. It 
has been constructed, we are told, largely by 'American 
engineers and with American material and its equip
ment in locomotives and cars is 'almost wholly of Amer
ican manufacture.' We cannot but feel proud of this. It 
will soon be evident to all nations, if it is not noyv, that 
wc are one of the great powers of the world. It will be 
well if our influence shall always be on the side of the 
right, and if our merchants and business men should be 
as noted for their uprightness as for their push and sound 
judgment. "''' 

'''Worthington Advance, November 29, 1894. 
''Nobles County Democrat, November 22, 1901, August 

7, 1903, April 27, 1906. The repository for the Minnesota Free 
Traxelinj; Library (begun in 1899) in Ransom Township was the 
Shore household; it was the books that he not only housed but 
read that were the source of many woridh' items. Partieularh' 
fruitful were travel books on Latin America and Africa. 

'"Nobles County Democrat, October 8, f897, Rushmore 
Enterprise, November 9, 1905, in Shore Scrapbook, vol. 5. 

"' Worthington Advance, .May 18, 1900; Rushmore Enter
prise, I^ecember 17, 1903, in Shore Scrapbook, \'ol. 5. 

— Shore, Diary, Job' 10, 1906; Rushmore Enterprise, June 
26, 1903; Thornton, Heirs and A.ssigns, 120, 

Russia fascinated Shore. In 1897 be commented on 
the abolition of Russian sei-fdom, pointing out that 'the 
poor man, though still poor enough, has been lifted to a 
much higher place than he occupied before, " He also 
commented at some length on the Russian revolution of 
1905 and concluded that "the liberty the) covet may, for 
a time at least, be abused from lack of knowledge and 
experience in matters pertaining to the government of a 
great nation.""" 

But Shore's articles were more than a relativeK' 
objective recording of people and e\'ents. His country 
correspondence carried a subjective equality as well. Na
ture, beyond its )'ield for bis livelihood, nourished and 
intrigued him. Apple trees and plum trees bloomed 
•prettily. ' No mention of a potential harvest, just their 
prettiness. "How fresh and clean the new grass seems! 
and the trees, now clothed anew in their fluttering gar
ments of green, are surely things of beauty. ' As da)'s 
grew short, he reminded readers that "One of the things 
of beauty now that winter is upon us and the ground 
covered with snow is a house plant in full bloom, "' 

From nature that enriched his life, from the people 
about whom he wrote, from the reading be treasured on 
long wiutry nights, and from the writing be penned all 
year long. Shore gleaned a homespun philosopb)'. Based 
on his personal \'ahies — typical of rural I9th-centur) ' 
America — this philosopb)' formed a bod)' of instruction 
harmonious with his r eade r s . Skillfully combin ing 
"news items with comments that contained quotations, 
common sayings, and his own maxims, his words 
reflected a tolerance for paradox. 

On the one hand, he believed unquestioningb' in , 
progress and all the changes it brought. The telephone, 
he wrote, "is another of the conveniences of modern 
times. Some people talk of the good old times' but I 
think the new times are quite an i inprovemeut ou the 
old. And the end is not yet; the inventions of the 
next fift)' )'ears will probably throw all the present into 
the shade. Well, so be it." On the other band, be was 
wont to sa)' that there was "nothing new under the 
sun. •" 

Similarly, Shore admired persons be called ""bus
tlers," who sought to change their lives, avail t h e m s e b e s 
of opportunities, and work hard to improve their lots. ""If 
anyone will succeed in these days of sharp competition. 
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"hustle must be his watcbwcnd. Yet ecpialh'. Shore 
admired those neighbors who recognized what a basical
ly good, pleasant, and rewarding, though at times dif
ficult, life could be lived in Nobles Count)', It ' i s not a 
paradise but it is a place where an industrious live 

man may safeK' count on making a comfortable living, 
and b)' "growing up with the countr) he will make 
mone)' b)' the enhanced value of his propcrt) ' if in no 
other wa)'. That is, if on coming here, he will make up 
his mind to stick. A i-oUing stone gathers no moss in 
Nobles Count)' or anywhere else. ""'' 

A third paradox may be seen in Shore s emphasis on 
practicality and bis simultaneous acceptance of the 
romantic promise of an ever brighter future. A phrase he 
used, "practical wisdom, was the hallmark of his life s 
credo. He noted the practical benefits in everything 
trom a coat of paint to beautifv' the farmhouse to the use 
of a dictionary to enlarge linguistic awareness. Thus, be 
linked abstract values like beauty and language to profit
able returns. Despite this emphasis on the immediate 
return to the doer. Shore's romantic faith in a better 
luture impelled him to counsel his readers to act not only 
lor their private gain, but for the benefit of coming gen
erations. "Many of the better things we are laboring to 
bring about will not come in our day. And what if 
we do strive for changes we never expect to see! We are 
simply paying a debt we owe to those who have gone 
before us. 'The mills of the gods . . . grind slowly, 
but they grind exceedingly fine [sic].'"""' 

T H E FOURTH PARADOX is an American seesaw, a 
constantly shifting balance between individualism and 
promotion of the general welfare. Shore's observations 
show that he shared these contradictions along with his 
compatriots. In such maxims as "life is what we make it" 
[authors' empha.si.s] and comments as to the great satis
faction derived from having a 'comfortable competence " 
and not "feeling dependent on anyone, " Shore pro
claimed his confidence in the individual. At the same 
time, be was conscious of the individual s obligation to 
the community: "Every man to his liking so long as he 
behaves himself " He urged his neighbors to buy from 
local merchants, adding "All pull together for the up
building of the town. " He followed his own dictum and 
proposed a public park, pointing out that it could "'hardh' 
fail to be helpful to a community both as to health and 
morals. A few acres set apart would be a good 
investment . a lasting monument . . and a boon to 
coming generations. " ' 

The fifth paradox lay in Shore s devotion to an aris-
tocrac) of the intellect even while he applauded the 
egality of humankind. '"Sensible people do not measure a 
mail b)' the weight of his pocketbook but by the strength 
of his character. In this country we have no privileged 
classes; we acknowledge no aristocracy but that of the 

mind; but the aristocracy of the mind we do acknowl
edge, and it will ever be acknowledged. "^'' 

A sixth paradox is found in Shore's political views. 
Strongly Republican like a majority of his fellow county 
residents, he not only voted and held office as a Republi
can, but also took conservative positions on many con
temporary issues such as bimetallism, a progressive 
pi'oposal of the f890s. Shore thought the free-silver bill 
would create "dishonest money. " He dismissed other 
biimiug issues such as the tarift versus free trade and 
governmeiit ownership of railroads versus the rights of 
private capital, asserting that the issue of first impor
tance was national education — particularly the teaching 
of English."' 

When Jacob S. Coxey led several hundred unem-
pl())ed Middle Westerners to the nation's capital in 
1894, Shore declared: "The farmers in this vicinity seem 
to be altogether too bus)' to think of joining Coxey's 
army. The army of the commonweal furnishes a striking 
illustration of the truth of the familiar lines: "For Satan 
finds some mischief for idle hands to do " Another in
stance of Shore's conservatism was his reaction to the 
Pullman strike of 1894, which became violent after fed
eral troops were employed to enforce a court injunction. 
"The great strike is over and with many people will soon 
be out of mind , bu t to t h e thought fu l it has its 
lessons. When we read of men openly defying the 
constituted authority . wrecking trains . firing 
upon g o v e r n m e n t t r o o p s ; b u r n i n g h u n d r e d s of 
thousands of dollars worth of property we are re
minded that we have in our midst a lawless element that 

needs to be watched and guarded against. Of 
all the systems of misrule that ever cursed this world of 
ours, that of the ignorant, irresponsible mob is the 
worst. 

Yet Shore s conservatism was pierced by man)' a 
progressive inclination. He supported the use of the Au
stralian ballot, a plan that ensured secrec) in voting; he 
believed that levying taxes to provide old-age pensions. 

-'Worthington Advance, November 25, 1897, June 2, 
1899, in Thornton, Heirs and Assigns, 106, 109; Shore to 
George D. Dayton, in Worthington Advertiser, May 13, 1891. 
Dayton, founder of the Dayton Company of Minneapolis, lived 
in Worthington from 1883 to 1902; he was president of the 
Bank of Worthington (later the State Bank) and of the Minneso
ta Loan and In\estnient Company. Rose, History, 367. 

-^Rushmore Enterprise, June 21, 1906. For examples of 
Shore's love for practical wisdom, sec Worthington Advance, 
December 13, 1894, December 3, 1895. 

''Rushmore Enterprise, August 4, 1904, Ma\ 21, 1908, in 
Shore Scrapbook, vol. 6; Shore, Diary, December 26, 1906; 
Worthington Advance, February 3, 1898, March 29, 1901; 
Thornton, Heirs and Assigns, 40. 

-''Nobles County Democrat, October 25, 1895. 
-' Here and below, see State Line Sentinel, July 15, 1892; 

Nobles County Democrat, May, July, 1894. 
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as some European nations were doing, was an idea for 
Americans to consider; he approved of arbitration rather 
than force as a means for settling international disputes; 
and in a column for the Nobles County Democrat on 
October 8, 1897, he advocated an optimum working 
week in factory or on farm of six eight-hour days."' 

Finally, a seventh paradox revolved around Shore's 
journalistic ideals of fearlessness and candor in publishing 
all the facts. In 1887 he defended the Worthington Ad
vance when it had come under local attack for being too 
strident and controversial. "In the first place," be wrote 
on January 6, "the Advance sounds its own note, not a 
mere faint echo of the great city press. Its editorials are 
faultless in style, able and tiniel)'; are ou matters of 
general interest . and are marked by fearlessness and 
candor. Then again, the Advance is a model paper 

in the matter of news. In its clear pages we can see, as iu 
a miri-or, whatever of interest is transpiring in an)' part of 
the county. We do not at all times see things in 
just the same light in which they are seen by the editor 

but we do not like the paper an)' less on that 
account; we rather like it better, for we like to see all 
sides of a (}uestion. We always like to read after the man 
who has brains enough to have an opinion of bis own, 
and manhood enough to give expression to them. Such a 
man will make many enemies; he will be covered with 
vile epithets and be denounced in unmeasured language 
by bigots and weak-minded men." 

Shore frequently touched on the obligation of a 
newspaper to present all sides. But his belief was tested 
in 1899 when a religious zealot, Fred Graves, who was 
also the brother of one of Ransom's most respected 
citizens, made use of his community connections to 
preach his particular cause in a local church. Graves, a 
follower of John Alexander Dowie, a Scot who led a small 
but intense religious cult in America during the 1890s, 
preached of the miracles of divine healing and the abom
ination of swine flesh. Caught up in emotional frenzy, 
one Nobles County man declared be would slaughter all 
his hogs in obedience to God's yvill. That bloody and 
cruel event took place before a horrified and deeply di
vided community. It barely avoided being the scene of 
the lynching of Graves for bis role in the aflFair."*̂  

-'^Worthington Advance, November 15, 1894, June, 1907, 
ill Thornton, Heirs and Assigns, 136; Rushmore Gazette, 
February 22, 1895. 

•̂ ''Tlie story of the incident, entitled "Wholesale Hog Kill
ing, ' appeared in the Worthington Advance, July 21, 1899. 

THE PORTRAITS on p. 276 and the letterhead on p. 278 are 
owned by Emma S. Thornton and used with her permission; 
the newspapers are in the MHS library. 

Robert Shore and two of his sons were present at this 
community-shaking event, yet he failed to report on it at 
all, let alone with the '"fearlessness and candor" that he 
so admired. He chose, instead, loyalty to friends (who 
were at the center of the tempest) and community har
mony. His column, which appeared in the Nobles Coun
ty Democrat on July 28, 1899, approximately a week 
after the killing, yvas his complete stateinent about the 
incident. ""After the storm, a calm. The excited feeling 
arising from the "bog-killing' is subsiding, and the trou
bled waters will soon be still. As to "faith healing, ' it 
would seem that to stud)' the Creator's laws as revealed 
in the operations of nature, and by the knowledge thus 
gained to be guided both in the prevention and in the 
cure of human ailments, is the rational course to take; 
and in this light, I believe, the matter is generally re
garded." No factual description of the event, no mention 
of individuals and their actions. Hardly a presentation of 
all the facts. This personal dilemma for Shore reflects in 
microcosm the national dilemma of yvhat 'all the news 
that is fit to print" is. 

THE PRESENCE of paradox did not preclude other 
presences in Shore's philosophy. One recurring theme 
was that of unecpiivocal pride in county and in nation, an 
outgrowth of his deep sense of place. Throughout his 
writings an awareness of the .Minnesota prairie per
vaded; it was there in his remarking the presence of yvild 
ducks and of Canadian geese passing over, in the sea
son s change, in the grass growing, the flowers bloom
ing, the welcome to harvest, and the winter respite. 
Though the piairie as a place was not singled out, it 
flatly, solidly, gentb ' was there. 

Did this man, his life, and his beliefs validate the 
general contention that "folk of little or no fame 
gave substance to their communities .̂̂  The accretion ol 
daily choices and the underlying principles on which 
those choices were made go into the building of a life and 
give substance to a human being. Shore s actions and 
beliefs bespoke a man of flexibilit)', industriousness, 
generosity of spirit, optimism, sobriet)', rationality, and 
practicality. Most of his neighbors mirrored those cpial-
ities in varying degrees, and the sum of their actions and 
beliefs was the substance of that communit) ' . Thus, at 
least so far as this stud)' reveals, it was indeed from the 
people that the character of a place e\'olved. 

It is not enough to say the people are the builders. 
Individuals acting alone or together illuminate histor)'; 
iu a democrac) they are more than vague generaliza
tions, more than numbers , more than local footnotes to 
history. Rhetoric must be put to the test and the indi
vidual must be resurrected — deniythologized and dis
entangled trom the mass. 
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