












only abdity to skate well, being required. Then young 
fellows and girls go there by appointment to meet each 
other, and these meetings, I have reason to know, are 
not always for good purposes. Then, the girls at the rink 
fall down and the young men tumble over them, and this 
sort of thing can't go on without breeding undue famil­
iarity, and blunting the edge of modesty. There are 
always a lot of mashers about, too, whose only object in 
being there is to capture a victim of the other sex." 

Because some of the critics claimed that roller skat­
ing was injurious to health as well as morals, the reporter 
interviewed a number of doctors, who v\'ere named in 
the article, and found that they knew of no instances in 
which roller skating had been injurious; to the contrary, 
if indulged in moderation, it was believed to be health-
fill. 

The reporter next talked to several ministers from 
around the state who were attending a conference in St. 
Paul. He reported that clergymen, particularly those 
outside the urban area, saw the pastime as a threat to 
morals, a corrupting influence, and one that cut down on 
attendance at weeknight services. To complete his inves­
tigation, the reporter engaged in a truly impressive sur­
vey of rinks. He reported 11 in Minneapolis, four in St. 
Paul, and one or two each in 34 other towns, most of 
them built in 1884 and ranging in cost from $1,000 in 
Worthington to $10,000 in Red Wing. Quite obviously it 
was the controversial nature of the sport, with its moral 
and social implications, that accounted for the special at­
tention accorded roller skating by the Pioneer Press. 

NO SUCH CONTROVERSY characterized the early 
references to baseball in Minnesota dailies. Indeed, 
most of the early stories suggest that the papers were not 
quite sure how this new pastime should be treated — 
as a social event, the newest rage, or as a joke. "The Hast­
ings base ball club came up last night on the [steamboat] 
Itasca, for the purpose of playing the return game of ball 
with the Minneapolis club, today, " the St. Paul Pioneer 
of May 4, 1866, reported, but one searches in vain 
through successive editions for an account of how the 
game came out. "The Passagassawaukeag base ball club 
of Belfast, Maine, was beaten in Augusta the other day 
by a club bearing a name not one quarter as long," 
chuckled the Winona Daily Republican of October 9, 
1869. 

'^S(. Paul Daily Pioneer, Aprd 24, 1869. A fuller account of 
this sport is Cecil O. Monroe, "The Rise of Baseball in Minne­
sota," in Minnesota History, 19:162-181 (June, 1938). 

^'^Pioneer Press, March 27, 1877. In this year the Red Caps 
and 12 other teams belonged to a minor league baseball asso­
ciation, the League Alliance, headquartered in Washington, 
D.C. After one year, membership dwindled to six teams and 
the league was dissolved, but the Red Caps continued to play 
ball; Robert Obojski, Bush League 1975, 9 (New York, 1975). 

A club closer to home was the object of heavy-
handed ridicule by the St. Paul Daily Pioneer in 1869 
when it was sued by John B. Cook and Isaac W. Webb, 
owners of a livery stable, for nonpayment of debts. After 
noting that St. Paul bad indulged a number of enthu­
siasms, referred to as "pets ," over the years, the writer 
started edging up to the point: "One of the latest pets St. 
Paul has had was the 'Base Ball Club. ' It grew in pubhc 
estimation rapidly, merited praise, and received it in 
large measure, and in return shed around the name of 
this city a degree of lustre that gave us a splendid name 
abroad and glory and honor at home. Our people gloried 
in this reputation. They basked (we think that is the 
word) in the world-wide reputation of this organization; 
and when a tournament was to be given in this city by 
this distinguished club they contributed largely of their 
means, for the reason that the organization was a pet, the 
pride of the city, a well-spring of hope, a joy forever, as 
the famous, pregnant philosopher-poet has it. . . Our 
pets went forth from conquering, to conquer, until, like 
the famous Macedonian hero, they could not find any­
thing worth contending with. They hung their clubs on 
sour apple trees (not having any willers) and sat down, 
sorrowful and sad, and — smoked. "'^" 

Not until several paragraphs later did the writer get 
around to telling that Cook and Webb's livery stable was 
suing some 50 members of the North Star Base Ball 
Club for unpaid bills totaling $237 for horse hire. A dep­
uty sheriff was having some difficulty serving sum­
monses, the writer said, because some of the defend­
ants "never were members of the club, and did not have 
anything to do with it. It would not be surprising if 
Messrs Cook & Webb should ultimately find that we 
never bad a base ball club in this city. " 

In less than a decade, however, the paper was treat­
ing players of the game more seriously. An item in the 
column "All About Town " announced, "All base ball 
clubs that have completed their organizations and desire 
to secure games with the Red Caps, of St. Paul, can do so 
by communicating with Mr. Joseph Mdler, manager, St. 
Paul. The Red Caps desire to make a list of games as 
soon as the weather will permit. "̂ ^ 

SUCH E V I D E N C E of improved status may have been 
due in part to the success of the home team in the inevit­
able competi t ion with Minneapolis. But even then, 
game accounts were not extensive. An item headed "The 
Diamond Field/The Red Caps Beat the Minneapolis 
Club Again by a Score of 11 to 4 ," recorded that "Those 
who attended the game of ball yesterday witnessed one 
of the most interesting games ever played in the State. 
The score was larger than many previous games show, 
but this was owing principally to the heavy batting of the 
Reds, who pounded Salisbury for nine base hits in four 
innings; and compelled him to leave the pitching and go 
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to the center field at the commencement of the fifth 
inning. There he did good service, taking in two hard 
running flies. O'Leary, of the Browns, captured a hard 
running fly, and so did Ely, of the Reds. The fielding of 
both clubs was unusually good, especialh' that of Mag-
ner, of the Reds, in the right field. It was one of the old 
time Red Cap games, and shows that they are getting 
back to business. " The account was followed by a box 

14 

score. 
That reference to getting back to business doubtless 

alluded to the preceding season, when the Red Caps 
suffered at least one humiliation at the hands of an up­
start team from down the river, the Winona Clippers. 
The Winona Daily Republican reported sports infre­
quently, but on the occasion of a victory over the Red 
Caps , it p rov ided more detail than most baseball 
accounts of the period. In its column of "City and Vicin­
ity" news, June 29, 1876, and under the heading of "The 
Diamond Green/First Game of the Series Between the 
Clippers and Red Caps, — T h e Clippers Victorious, " the 
account read: 

"The opening game of the series of six to be played 
between the Clippers of Winona and the Red Caps of St. 
Paul, took place on the grounds of the latter club on 
Wednesday, in presence of an assemblage numbering 
about fifteen hundred people, among whom were a great 
many ladies. The Clippers were very courteously treated 
throughout the visit, not only by the Red Caps, but by 
the citizens of St. Paul generally, and the visit was in 
every way a satisfactory and pleasant one. The weather 
was, on the whole, favorable, but a strong wind pre­
vailed, which made the throwing at times difficult and 
uncertain. Great commendation is merited by the excel­
lent order which prevailed. No betting was allowed on 
the grounds , and indeed , the police a r rangements 
generally were most admirable. Rev. J. P. McKibben, of 
St. Paul, was selected as umpire. ^^ He was formerly a 
player himself, and his prompt and impartial decisions 
gave thorough satisfaction. The small score shows good 
playing on both sides. The Clippers won the toss and 
sent the Reds to bat. They led off handsomely by scoring 
three tallies, and for the first half of the game they led 
decidedly; but in the fifth inning the Clippers began to 
feel more acquainted with the grounds, and got down to 
business. The Reds went out in that inning without a 
man reaching the first base, and from that time the Clip­
pers went on steadily, doing their heavy work in accord­
ance with their proverbial successful playing in the latter 
part of the game. 

"When the Red Caps closed their ninth inning with­
out another tally, the friends of the Clippers filled the air 
with their applause and the Winona boys felt exceeding­
ly well and took their last goose egg with complacency. 
Owing to the great distance from the ball grounds to the 
telegraph office, the news was slow in reaching Winona, 

but when it did come shouts and cheers went up with a 
will. The boys here at once made arrangements for 
meeting the club in style, and a large crowd assembled 
at the depot with the Germania band. As the Clippers 
ahgbted from the train they were greeted with hearty 
cheers and congratulations. 

"A speech was delivered by Jas. T. Bowditch, Esq., 
and the crowd then formed in procession and marched to 
the Jewell House, where a fine supper was served. A 
tremendous bon fire added to the demonstration and 
the victory was the talk of the hour. ' 

The account then reverted to the game itself, noting 
that the Winona pitcher was hard for the St. Paul batters 
to bit, that the fielding was about equally' divided, but 
that in running bases the Clippers surpassed the Red 
Caps. Not until the box score did the reader learn the 
tally, 6 to 4. After noting that the Clippers got half the 
gate receipts, amounting to about $165, the story con­
cluded: "The St. Paul Dispatch reported the game, 
yesterday, on the fourth inning, when it stood four to 
one in favor the Red Caps, and headed the notice, 'A 
Bad Showing for the Winona Visitors.' After that the 
Reds took five goose eggs and the Clippers won the 
game, which will probably remind the Dispatch of the 
old adage about counting chickens, &c. 

Obviously baseball had come to mean a great deal to 
at least some Minnesota cities by the mid 1870s, and no 
daily newspaper that reflected the life of its city could 
afford to ignore it. And indeed the columns headed 
"Sporting News" and "The Sporting World" began to 
appear with greater frequency in Minnesota dailies, mix­
ing accounts of local baseball games with wire service 
reports of games elsewhere, and even taking note, in 
time, of football ("The sophomore class of the State uni­
versity will play a game of foot ball with the juniors at 
2:30 this afternoon"). Sports coverage had staked its 
claim to newspaper space, and that claim could only 
grow more insistent in the years ahead. ̂ ^ 

^''Pioneer Press, August 29, 1877. According to the Min­
neapolis Tribune, August 6, 1877, the Minneapolis Browns, St. 
Paul Red Caps, and Winona Clippers were the state s three 
professional teams. They formed the Minnesota League in 
order to compete among themselves for the title of state cham­
pion. Sec also Joe McDcrmott, "Forty-five Years of Baseball in 
Minneapolis," in Minneapolis Journal, March 24, 1912, Sports 
sec., p. 3. 

' 'Further information on J. P. McKibben is lacking. The 
St. Paul City Directory, 1876, listed only a Rev. William 
McKibben of Central Presbyterian Church; in 1877 there 
appeared a Joseph McKibbin, bookkeeper. 

^'^Daily Pioneer Press, October 29, 1881. 

THE ILLUSTRATIONS on pp. 322 and .323 are from Wilke.s' 
Spirit of the Times, February 18, 25, ,\lav 12, 1860; the one on 
p. 325 is from the cover oi Sports and Amusements (Minneapo­
lis), August 5, 1892. 

328 Minnesota History 



 

Copyright of Minnesota History is the property of the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied or emailed to 
multiple sites or posted to a listserv without the copyright holder’s 
express written permission.  Users may print, download, or email 
articles, however, for individual use. 
 
To request permission for educational or commercial use, contact us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.mnhs.org/mnhistory 

http://www.mnhs.org/mnhistory�
mailto:permissions@mnhs.org?subject=Minnesota History magazine - Request permission for commercial or educational use�
www.mnhs.org/mnhistory�
http://www.mnhs.org/�

