




















to the center field at the commencement of the fifth
inning. There he did good service, taking in two hard
running flies. O'Leary, of the Browns, captured a hard
running fly, and so did Ely. of the Reds. The fielding of
both clubs was unusually good. especially that of Mag-
ner, of the Reds, in the right field. Tt was one of the old
time Red Cap games, and shows that they are getting
back to business.” The account was followed by a box
score. 1

That reference to getting back to business doubtless
alluded to the preceding season, when the Red Caps
suffered at least one humiliation at the hands of an up-
start team from down the river, the Winona Clippers.
The Winona Daily Republican reported sports infre-
quently, but on the occasion of a victory over the Red
Caps, it provided more detail than most baseball
accounts of the period. In its column of “City and Vicin-
ity” news, June 29, 1876, and under the heading of “The
Diamond Green/First Game of the Series Between the
Clippers and Red Caps, — The Clippers Victorious,” the
account read:

“The opening game of the series of six to be played
between the Clippers of Winona and the Red Caps of St.
Paul, took place on the grounds of the latter club on
Wednesday, in presence of an assemblage numbering
about fifteen hundred people, among whom were a great
many ladies. The Clippers were very courteously treated
throughout the visit, not only by the Red Caps. but by
the citizens of St. Paul generally, and the visit was in
every way a satisfactory and pleasant one. The weather
was, on the whole, favorable, but a strong wind pre-
vailed, which made the throwing at times difficult and
uncertain. Great commendation is merited by the excel-
lent order which prevailed. No betting was allowed on
the grounds, and indeed, the police arrangements
generally were most admirable. Rev. J.P. McKibben, of
St. Paul, was selected as umpire.'” He was formerly a
player himself, and his prompt and impartial decisions
gave thorough satisfaction. The small score shows good
playing on both sides. The Clippers won the toss and
sent the Reds to bat. They led off handsomely by scoring
three tallies, and for the first half of the game they led
decidedly; but in the fifth inning the Clippers began to
feel more acquainted with the grounds, and got down to
business. The Reds went out in that inning without a
man reaching the first base, and from that time the Clip-
pers went on steadily, doing their heavy work in accord-
ance with their proverbial successful playing in the latter
part of the game.

“When the Red Caps closed their ninth inning with-
out another tally, the friends of the Clippers filled the air
with their applause and the Winona boys felt exceeding-
ly well and took their last goose egg with complacency.
Owing to the great distance from the ball grounds to the
telegraph office, the news was slow in reaching Winona.
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but when it did come shouts and cheers went up with a
will. The bovs here at once made arrangements for
meeting the club in stvle, and a large crowd assembled
at the depot with the Germania band. As the Clippers
alighted from the train they were greeted with hearty
cheers and congratulations.

“A speech was delivered by Jas. T. Bowditch, Esq.,
and the crowd then formed in procession and marched to
the Jewell House, where a fine supper was served. A
tremendous bon fire added to the demonstration and
the victory was the talk of the hour.”

The account then reverted to the game itself, noting
that the Winona pitcher was hard for the St. Paul batters
to hit, that the fielding was about equally divided. but
that in running bases the Clippers surpassed the Red
Caps. Not until the box score did the reader learn the
tally. 6 to 4. After noting that the Clippers got half the
gate receipts, amounting to about $165, the story con-
cluded: “The St. Paul Dispatch reported the game,
vesterday. on the fourth inning, when it stood four to
one in favor the Red Caps, and headed the notice, ‘A
Bad Showing for the Winona Visitors.” After that the
Reds took five goose eggs and the Clippers won the
game, which will probably remind the Dispatch of the
old adage about counting chickens, &c.”

Obviously baseball had come to mean a great deal to
at least some Minnesota cities by the mid 1870s, and no
daily newspaper that reflected the life of its city could
afford to ignore it. And indeed the columns headed
“Sporting News” and “The Sporting World™ began to
appear with greater frequency in Minnesota dailies, mix-
ing accounts of local baseball games with wire service
reports of games elsewhere, and even taking note, in
time, of football ("The sophomore class of the State uni-
versity will play a game of foot ball with the juniors at
2:30 this afternoon”). Sports coverage had staked its
claim to newspaper space, and that claim could only
grow more insistent in the years ahead.'®

Y Pioneer Press, August 29, 1877. According to the Min-
neapolis Tribune, August 6, 1877, the Minneapolis Browns. St.
Paul Red Caps, and Winona Clippers were the state’s three
professional teams. They formed the Minnesota League in
order to compete among themselves for the title of state cham-
pion. Sec also Joe McDermott, “Forty-five Years of Baseball in
Minncapolis,” in Minneapolis Journal, March 24, 1912, Sports
sec., p. 3.

Y Further information on J. P. MeKibben is lacking. The
St. Paul City Directory, 1876, listed only a Rev. William
McKibben of Central Presbyterian Church; in 1877 there
appeared a Joseph McKibbin, bookkeeper.

18 Daily Pioneer Press, October 29, 1881.
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