












platform to help shape our age. " The 
era spanning the "Gflded Age" and the 
"Gay Nineties" also had its protestors 
and reformers, whose rhetoric deserves 
further analysis. This is done in very 
readable fashion in the collection of 14 
essays by 18 contributing authors and 
editors, in five major sections; industrial 
protest, agrarian revolt, women and 
reform, revolt in religion, and 
intellectuals' attempts to revitalize 
society. Each chapter is fully 
documented. 

One essay of particular interest to 
Minnesota historians is Paul Crawford s 
"The Farmer Assesses His Role in 
Society. " Crawford discusses the farmer 
discontent beginning with the 1870s 
that resulted in the Granger movement, 
in establishment of farmers' 
co-operatives, and in political parties 
such as the Greenback Party. 
Minnesota's Ignatius Donnelly is given 
special attention as "the leading orator 
of the Agrarian protest ," Crawford 
cites Minnesota in the 1860s as an 
e.xample of federal homestead policy 
and of immigration's influence on the 
agrarian West, James Eriandson 

AN E.XCELLENT TRANSLATION, an 
informative and well-written 
introduction, and a handsome design 
are the features of a new book of 
immigrant letters published by the 
University of Minnesota Press, A 
Frontier Family in Minnesota: Letters 
of Theodore and Sophie Bost, 1851-
1920 (1981, 391 p , , paper $12,95, cloth 
$22.50), edited and translated by Ralph 
H. Bowen, presents the letters of a 
Chanhassen-area couple, which give a 
complete view of what it vvas like 
to settle on a land claim in pioneer 
Minnesota, In this book are also a 
number of family photographs and the 
fascinating maps drawn by Theodore 
Bost to show his relatives in Switzerland 
the location of his farm. An earlier 
French work, Les Derniers Puritains, 
containing many, although not all, of 
these letters, was reviewed in the Fall, 
1978, issue oi Minnesota History. 

THE History, Analysis, and 
Recommendations Concerning the 
Public Programs of the Iowa State 
Historical Department, Division of the 
State Historical Society by Alan VI, 
Schroder (Iowa City, 1981, 268 p,) is 
the final report on that organization's 
self-study. Like those conducted in 
Minnesota, Wisconsin, and 20 other 
states, the study was funded by a grant 
from the National Endowment for the 

Humanities. The Iowa study consists of 
two parts: a history of the public 
programs of the State Historical Society 
of Iowa since its founding in 1857, and 
an analysis of current programs with 
recommendations for their future. The 
history section, comprising nearly 
three-fourths of the volume, reflects the 
basic orientation of the institution. 

Schroder notes that the Iowa 
society, built on the foundation of the 
Iowa Historical and Geological Institute 
founded in 1843, was modeled after the 
State Historical Society of Wisconsin 
founded in 1849, the same year as the 
.Minnesota Historical Society. A 
statement of purpose, issued in 1843 by 
the Historical and Geological Institute, 
declared the Iowa group's interest in 
"all contributions of books and of 
historical facts in relation to the early 
history of the country; minerals, and 
other geological specimens, Indian 
relics, &c., &c. " The statement is 
remarkably similar to that of the 
Vlinnesota Historical Society, 
established in territorial days. An 
investigation of the ways in which the 
historical organizations of Iowa, 
Wisconsin, and Vlinnesota — all 
founded in the mid-19th century — 
developed and influenced each other 
could be an interesting spin-off of the 
self-studies conducted in all three 
states. 

Like the Vlinnesota study, the Iowa 
self-study included recommendations 
for the future. Those for the Hawkeye 
state s society are highly specific and 
prescriptive. Those in the .Minnesota 
study are more general, suggesting 
more about how the institution should 
approach its work than about specific 
ways to do it. With the perspective of 
two-and-a-half years on the Minnesota 
study and the publication considered 
here, this reviewer views the self-study 
process as an effective tool for shaping 
the future of state history institutions. 

Nina M. Archabal 

THOMAS HARVEY, former .VIHS 
research historian with the State 
Historic Preservation Office, has 
written ""Mail-Order Architecture in the 
Twenties" for the journal Landscape 
(25:3, 1981). Based largely on the 
VlHS-owned records of the Architects 
Small House Service Bureau, which 
originated in Minnesota in 1919, 
Harvey's article details the bureau's 
attempt to combine architects' designs 
with mail-order house plans. He 
concludes that the organization "played 
an important role in the rapid national 
spread of suburban house types. " 

C H I L L I N G and humorous stories are 
recounted and analyzed in The 
Vanishing Hitchhiker: American Urban 
Legends ir Their Meanings by folklorist 
Jan Harold Brunvand (New York, 1981, 
208 p . , $14.95), Cafling such legends 
"folk . . or quasi-history," the author 
firsts explains the difference be tween 
folklore and other kinds of oral 
narrative, then cogently demonstrates 
how tales that can be proven unt rue 
nevertheless may yield powerful insights 
into contemporary society. Readers of 
all ages will doubtless discover favorite 
stories — the theft of the Waldorf 
.Astoria's famed red velvet cake recipe, 
"the hook," and the spider in the 
beehive hairdo — reprinted in multiple 
versions and discussed in terms of 
provenience, oral currency, media 
coverage, and cultural import. 

FINNISH-American Folklore by Elli 
Kaija Kongas-VIaranda (New York, Arno 
Press, 1980, .536 p . , .$45.00), the 
author's 1963 doctoral dissertation, is a 
welcome addition to that press's 
Folklore of the World series. It is a 
careful study of the contemporary 
folklore (stories, riddles, proverbs, 
songs, sayings, etc.) of a people ""no 
longer Finns, but not quite Americans. " 
The author spent two years collecting 
material from 111 informants. Virginia, 
Vlinnesota, and Astoria, Oregon, were 
her two richest sources, 

lu a brief section Kongiis-VIaranda 
uses statistical analysis to de termine 
whether there is a link between age, 
sex, area of emigration, or kinship 
group, to name a few variables, and 
favorite genre of folklore. In a second 
and longer section she turns to 
questions of style, structure, content, 
and function. To illustrate her methods 
the author presents her work with three 
generations of a Virginia family, 
showing the place of folklore in daib' 
life. Her materials complement and 
vastly supplement the collections of 
.Marjorie Edgar, made during the 1930s 
and 1940s and reported in the pages of 
this magazine, vols. 16:319-321, 
17:406-410, and 24:226-228. 

While parts of the book may be too 
esoteric for the casual reader, the 
material itself faithfully translated from 
the Finnish, makes fascinating reading. 
So docs the author's account of 
establishing contacts, as when she asked 
a group of men on the street in Virginia, 
"Is Finnish still much spoken here'P" 
and vvas told, "Finnish is the main 
language, as it was in olden times in the 
jail of Duluth. " 
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LONG-TIME followers of MHS 
pubhcations who recall the pages of the 
Gopher Historian will greet with 
pleasure a new book by former editor 
Herniina Poatgictcr. Indian Legacy: 
Native American Influences on World 
Life and Culture (New York, Simon & 
Schuster, 1981, 191 p . , hard cover, 
$10.79) is written with the same 
comliination of simple, straightfoiward 
language and fresh observation that 
made the Gopher a favorite with v'oung 
(and many older) readers for 20 years. 

Those jaded by Mazola Corn Oil 
commercials mav' at first wonder about 
this new treatment of the well-worn 
"gifts from the Indians " theme. 
Poatgieter's thoughtful approach and 
careful research, however, rescue it 
from shallow popularization, ev en while 
addressing young readers. In the first 
section of the book she discusses Indian 
ideas of individual freedom and of 
nature. Capturing in a few sensitive 
words and quotations the Native 
,\mcrican view that all forms of life are 
sacred and part of an interrelated 
whole, she points out the 
cnv ironmental lesson for modern 
industrial society. She then goes on to 
demolish historical mvths that portray 
the Indian as an implacable encmv' of 
Europeans and the European as an 
explorer of empty, unknown lands. 

The second section is mainly devoted 
to material "gifts " like corn, tobacco, 
potatoes, peanuts, quinine, and 
chocolate, while the final section deals 
with inventions, sports, names, 
language, and the arts. Unfortunately 
the title — perhaps chosen by the 
publisher — implies that Indian 
cultures are dead and gone. This is 
contradicted by the author's closing 
words: "American Indians are an 
indestructible part of the past and a 
living part of the present. Their part in 
the future can be no less. " 

Rhoda R. Giluuin 

NHNNESOTA ECONO.MIC 
hegemony over North Dakota has 
intertwined their histories, Minnesotans 
played a major role in developing North 
Dakota, and opposition to their excesses 
gave rise to some of the most unusual 
political movements in the country. So 
The North Dakota Political Tradition 
(Ames, Iowa, 1981, 220 p, , $12,.50), 
edited bv' Thomas W, Howard, is an 
important book for those interested in 
Minnesota history and fascinating 
reading for just about anybody else. 

The book contains seven essavs by 
the most noted scholars of North 
Dakota historv, Robert P, Wilkins 

begins with a piece on political boss 
.Alexander .McKenzic, whose suite at 
the Merchants Hotel in St, Paul was for 
years called the real capital of North 
Dakota; Charles N, Glaab follows with a 
thoughtful cssav' on John Burke and the 
Progressive movement in the state; 
Glenn H, Smith's succinct biography of 
William Langer focuses on his 
leadership of the second Nonpartisan 
League (NPL) during the Depression; 
and Dan Rylance discusses Fred 
Aandahl and the Republican organizing 
committee vvliich oversaw the end of 
atvpical politics in North Dakota in the 
19:30s and 1940s. 

Bill G. Reid writes the biographv of 
Elizabeth Preston Anderson, whose life 
and efforts on behalf of the Women's 
Christian Temperance Union and 
women's suffrage demonstrate that 
North Dakota was a maverick on those 
issues: the state was drv' for much of its 
history and gave women the vote before 
the nation did. Larry Reinele, a 
recognized authoritv' on the NPL, here 
gives perhaps the best short account of 
the movement, its programs, and its 
leaders. The NPL's bold legislation 
creating state-owned institutions was 
the most innovative of North Dakota's 
political traditions and left a lasting 
impact. 

D. Jerome Twcton contributes the 
first published piece on the 
Independent Voters' Association, the 
organized opposition to the "red 
socialism " of the NPL. Despite the lack 
of an essay treating the state's populist 
movement. The North Dakota Political 
Tradition is welcomed and 
recommended as an excellent political 
historv' of the state. 

Patrick K. Coleman 

THE MINNESOTA Parks Foundation 
has produced the fourth pamphlet in its 
Minnesota State Park Heritage series. 
State Parks of the St. Croix Valley: 
Wdd, Scenic, and Recreational (1982) 
by James Taylor Dunn begins with a 
survey of the geological history of the 
St. Croix N'allcy and explains the 
unusual rock features of the river basin. 
Other sections of the booklet cover the 
flora and fauna, the changing of the 
seasons, the historv of river vallcv' 
development, and the history, facilities, 
and features of each of the six state 
parks in the valley. The 52-page 
pamphlet has maps, a bibliography, and 
wonderful art work bv Dan Vletz. It is 
available for $2.50 from the Vlinnesota 
Division of Parks and Recreation, Box 
39, Centennial Office Building, St. Paul 
.55155. 

ON -Mav 28-29, 1981, a symposium 
commemorated the 50th anniversary of 
the United States Supreme Court 
decision in Near v. Minnesota, the 1931 
landmark case dealing with freedom of 
the press. Four of the principal papers 
presented at the symposium have been 
published in the November, 1981, 
Minnesota Law Review, along with a 
prologue summarizing the discussions of 
the symposium participants. Of 
particular interest to historians are 
papers by Paul L. .Murphy of the 
University of Minnesota history 
department and by Erwin Knoll, editor 
of The Progressive. 

Murphy's paper, "Near v. 
Vlinnesota in the Context of Historical 
Developments, " traces the evolution of 
freedom of the press and analyzes the 
historical significance of the Supreme 
Court decision. In "National Security: 
The Ultimate Threat to the First 
Amendment, Knoll discusses his 
personal experience with prior 
restraints against publication. In 1979 
the federal government obtained an 
injunction prohibiting The Progressive 
from publishing an article containing 
technical information about the 
hydrogen bomb. The injunction was 
ultimatclv' dissolved, but not until 
pubhcation had been restrained for 
more than six months. 

The Minnesota Historical Society, 
which vvas one of the sponsors of the 
symposium, has long had an interest in 
Near v. Vlinnesota and its impact upon 
history. Much of the early impetus for 
the conference came from an address by 
Fred W. Friendly to the society's 1978 
Annual Meeting and History 
Conference that was published in the 
Winter, 1978, issue of this journal. An 
earlier article on the case appeared in 
the December, 1960, issue of 
Minnesota Hi.story. The symposium's 
proceedings are available for $4.50 from 
the Minnesota Law Review Foundation. 

Curtis L. Roy 

THE HISTORY and development of a 
popular sport are traced in "Minnesota 
Hockey, " a 24-pagc typescript by David 
A. Uppgaard (copy in the MHS 
reference library). European precursors 
to ice hockey, its evolution in Canada, 
and its migration to Vlinnesota arc 
examined. The author concentrates on 
the growth of hockey in particular areas 
of the state, its ever-increasing 
popularity, the professionalization of the 
game, and the place of Vlinnesota 
players in its ranks. 
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