




















LONG-TIME followers of MHS
publications who recall the pages of the
Gopher Historian will greet with
pleasure a new book by former editor
Hermina Poatgicter. Indian Legacy:
Native American Influences on World
Life and Culture (New York, Simon &
Schuster, 1981, 191 p_, hard cover,
$10.79) is written with the same
combination of simple. straightforward
language and fresh observation that
made the Gopher a favorite with voung
{and many older) readers for 20 years.
Those jaded by Mazola Corn Oil
commercials may at first wonder about
this new treatment of the well-worn
“wifts from the Indians™ theme.
Poatgieter’s thoughtful approach and
caretul research, however, rescne it
from shallow popularization. even while
addressing voung readers. In the first
section of the book she discusses Indian
ideas of individual freedom and of
nuature. Capturing in a few sensitive
words and quotations the Native
American view that all forms of life are
sacred and part of an interrelated
whole, she points out the
environmental lesson for modern
industrial society, She then goes on to
demolish historical myths that portray
the Indian as an implacable enemy of
Europeans and the European as an
explorer of empty, unknown lands,

The second section is mainly devoted

to material “gifts” like com, tobacco,
potatoes, peanuts, quinine, and
chocolate. while the final section deals
with inventions, sports, namces,
language, and the arts. Unfortunately
the title — perhaps chosen by the
publisher — implies that Indian
cultures are dead and gone. This is
contradicted by the author's closing
words: “American Indians are an
indestructible part of the past and a
living part of the present. Their part in
the future can be no less.”

Rhoda R. Gilman

MINNESOTA ECONOMIC
hegemony over North Dakota has
intertwined their histories. Minnesotans
plaved a major role in developing North
Dakota, and opposition to their excesses
gave rise to some of the most unusual
political moyements in the country. So
The North Dakota Political Tradition
(Ames, Towa, 1981, 220 p.. $12.501),
cdited by Thomas W, Howard, is an
important book for those interested in
NMinnesota history and fascinating
reading for just about anybody else

The book contains seven essays by
the most noted scholars of North
Dakota history. Robert P. Wilkins
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hegins with a piece on political boss
Alexander MceKenzie, whose suite at
the Merchants Hotel in St. Paul was for
vears called the veal capital of North
Dakota; Charles N. Glaab follows with a
thoughtful essay on John Burke and the
Progressive movement in the state;
Clenn H, Smith's succinet biography of
William Langer focuses on his
leadership of the second Nonpartisan
League (NPL) during the Depression,
and Dan Rvlance discusses Fred
Auandahl and the Republican organizing
committee which oversaw the end of
atypical polities in North Dakota in the
1930s and 1940s.

Bill G. Reid writes the biography of
Elizabeth Preston Anderson, whose life
and efforts on hehalf of the Women's
Christian Temperance Union and
women's sulfrage demonstrate that
North Dakota was a maverick on those
issues: the state was dry for much of its
history and gave women the vote before
the nation did. Larry Remele, a
recognized authority on the NPL, here
gives perhaps the best short account of
the movement, its programs, and its
leaders. The NPL's hold legislation
creating state-owned institutions was
the most innovative of North Dakota’s
political traditions and left a lasting
impact.

D. Jerome Tweton contributes the
first published picee on the
Independent Voters™ Association, the
organized opposition to the “red
socialism” of the NPL. Despite the lack
of an essay treating the state’s populist
movement, The North Daketa Political
Tradition is welcomed and
recommended as an excellent political
history of the state.

Patrick K. Coleman

THE MINNESOTA Parks Foundation
has produced the fourth pamphlet in its
Minnesota State Park Heritage series.
State Parks of the St. Croix Valley:
Wild, Scenic, and Recreational (1982)
by James Taylor Dunn begins with a
survey of the geological history of the
St. Croix Valley and explains the
unusual rock features of the river hasin.
Other sections of the booklet cover the
flora and fauna, the changing of the
seasons, the history of river valley
development, and the history, facilities,
and features of cach of the six state
parks in the valley. The 532-page
pamphlet has maps, a bibliography. and
wonderful art work by Dan Metz. Tt is
available for $2.50 from the Minnesota
Division of Parks and Recreation, Box
39, Centennial Office Building, St. Paul
55155.

ON May 28-29, 1981, a sympaosium
commemorated the 50th anniversary of
the United States Supreme Court
decision in Near v, Minnesota, the 1931
landmark case dealing with freedom of
the press. Four of the principal papers
presented at the symposium have been
published in the November, 1981,
Minnesota Law Reciew, along with a
prologue summarizing the discussions of
the svmposium participants. Of
particular interest to historians are
papers by Paul L. Murphy of the
University of Minnesota history
department and by Erwin Knoll, editor
of The Progressive.

Murphy's paper, “Near v,
Minnesota in the Context of Historical
Developments, ™ traces the evolution of
freedom of the press and analyzes the
historical significance of the Supreme
Court decision. In “National Sccurity:
The Ultimate Threat to the First
Amendment,” Knoll discusses his
personal experience with prior
restraints against publication. In 1979
the federal government obtained an
injunction prohibiting The Progressive
from publishing an article containing
technical information about the
hydrogen bomb. The injunction was
ultimately dissolved, but not until
publication had been restrained for
more than six months,

The Minnesota Historical Society,
which was one of the sponsors of the
symposium, has long had an interest in
Near ©. Minnesota and its impact upon
history, Much of the early impetus for
the conference came from an address by
Fred W. Friendly to the society's 1978
Annual Meeting and History
Conference that was published in the
Winter, 1978, issue of this journal. An
carlier article on the case appeared in
the December, 1960, issue of
Minnesota History. The symposium's
proceedings are available for $4.50 from
the Minnesota Law Review Foundation.

Curtis L. Roy

THE HISTORY and development of a
popular sport are traced in “Minnesota
Hockey,” a 24-page typescript by David
A. Uppgaard (copy in the MHS
reference library). European precursors
to ice hockey, its evolution in Canada,
and its migration to Minnesota are
examined. The author concentrates on
the growth of hockey in particular arcas
of the state, its ever-inereasing
popularity, the professionalization of the
game, and the place of Minnesota
plavers in its ranks.
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