
BOOK REVIEWS 
Mighty Mississippi: Biography of a River. By Mar

quis W. Childs, with foreword by Geoffrey 0. 
Ward. 
(New Haven and New York, Ticknor & Fields, 1982. 
204 p. $12.95.) 

W H E N he wrote this biographical essay on the Mississippi 
River, Marquis Childs at 29 had barely begun the journalistic 
career with the St. Louis Post-Dispatch that was to bring him a 
Pulitzer prize in 1969. The Mississippi he knew as a boy in a 
small Iowa town was "a remote, lost river. . as far from the 

industrial world of the 1900's as the upper reaches of the Ama
zon. " He studied its history in New Orleans and St. Louis 
libraries and, like many others before and after him, he experi
enced its sloughs and sandbars on a canoe trip, traveling from 
St. Paul to his home town, now absorbed in Clinton, Iowa. 

Mighty Mississippi is a skillful retelling of a story that never 
grows stale. A journalist's job is to winnow good drama from 
the chaff of mastered facts, and this Childs does through stir
ring, tragic, and humorous episodes highlighting man's rela
tion with the river — from the unfortunate expedition of Her
nando de Soto, who died dismally in the bayous of the delta, to 
modern lobbyists for saran wrap. There is the redoubtable and 
tragic La Salle, dreamer and hero to Childs; the great migra
tion of people down the Ohio; the earthquake of New Madrid; 
the comet of 1811; the fantastic steam-propelled boat that final
ly came upstream; the economic tensions of the Civil War 
period; and the ongoing rivalry between the railroads and the 
river traffic. Two middle chapters on the decline of a river town 
and Childs's own remembered boyhood unobtrusively sound 
the theme of wholesome nostalgia that pervades the book. 
Therein hes its appeal, not only to those who know nothing 
about the river's history, but also to those who may be familiar 
with most of the sources which Childs, through journalistic 
hcense, leaves unnamed. 

This is a literary essay. It needs no index. It cannot be 
criticized for personal bias, for that is its charm. It need not be 
documented, because its validity lies in the author's thorough 
acquaintance with and affection for his subject. What matters is 
that Childs is a gifted writer with an eye for the curious and the 
dramatic and that he has, as one might expect from a Washing
ton correspondent, a shrewd insight into political machina
tions. 

The original book was never published. It ended with an 
embit tered description of the erosion caused by upstream 
lumbering and an account of the political developments that 
led to the building of the 26 locks and dams that created the 
present nine-foot channel above St. Louis; they were still 
being built. Published today in the present tense as it was 
written in 19.35, the volume records what the author then 
believed to be the death of the river — its transformation into a 
canal. What had not been accomplished by the Inland Water

ways Commission was being completed by the Roosevelt re
gime which was "spending the nation out of a depression. " 

"Gone are the sloughs and bayous, the remote, lonely in
lets" of Childs's boyhood. This is the sort of prediction we tend 
in afterthought to forget. Those of us who live now on the river 
can verify that birds, plants, and wildlife still flourish in healthy 
sloughs. And people who can remember drought years when 
the upper river was a great patch of ragweed agree that the 
traffic on the vital waterway has added to rather than de
tracted from its romance. 

But the fight and the necessity for vigilance go on. The final 
chapter of Mighty Mississippi — and perhaps the one that, 
fortunately for his readers, inspired Childs to revive his earlier 
manuscript — brings us to 1980 and the controversy over Lock 
and Dam No. 26 at Alton, Illinois. Clever politics tied this 
issue to that of the ' u s e r fees " and what the railroads call the 
"free ride " of the barge lines. Childs's protagonist here is Sena
tor Pete V. Domenici of New Mexico, and the case against the 
corporations that benefit from the barge traffic is well laced 
with facts and figures. 

Childs's final chapter is an update of the original conclusion 
that was, in effect, the author's farewell to the lonely river he 
knew. Both chapters deal with affairs still in process and are 
necessarily simplifications of events whose ramifications are 
not yet understood. The subtitle calls the book a biography, 
and as such it can be complete only after the death of its 
subject. We can all agree with Childs and Mark Twain that 
rumors of the river's death are greatly exaggerated; like Childs 
we can feel certain that the saga of the mighty Mississippi will 
not end with any "political chess game. " 

Reviewed by MARTHA C . BRAY, author o / Joseph Nicollet and 
His Map (1980) and editor of two volumes of that scientist's 
journals, published by the MHS in 1970 and 1976. For six 
months of the year she lives on the east bank of the Mississippi. 

Elliott Coues: Naturalist and Frontier Historian. By 
Paul Russell Cutright and Michael J. Brodhead. 
(Urbana, University of Illinois Press, 1981. xv, 509 p. 

$28.50.) 

THIS BIOGRAPHY moves slowly at first, but gains momen
tum and gradually becomes quite compelling. It will be in
tensely interesting to a wide range of readers: historians of 
science, especially biology; ornithologists; those who love the 
history of exploration and travel in the American West; and, 
not least, aficionados of Minnesota history. The Reverend Ed
ward D. Neill of St. Paul first got Coues interested in Alexan
der Henry the Younger, a fiir trader with the Northwest Com
pany, by sharing with Coues the manuscript of a journal kept 
by Henry in which he narrates a visit to the Mandan country in 
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1806. Subsequently, in 1897, Coues received the manuscript 
autobiography of Charles Larpenteur, another fur trader, from 
his nephew, Auguste L. Larpenteur of St. Paul. Coues edited 
and pubhshed it late in 1898. In 1894 Coues made a remark
able trek — especially considering his age and ill-health — to 
the source of the Mississippi River and left a charming account 
of places like Deer River. And Dr. Thomas Saddler Roberts, 
when writing his Birds of Minnesota, remarked that he located 
material in Coues's work "which he could find nowhere else. " 

The subject's name is pronounced like "cows, " a phonetic 
fact that gave rise to both jolly and grim puns. In 1876, while 
Coues accompanied the famous Hayden expedition (the Unit
ed States Geological Survey of the Territories), Custer's de
bacle occurred at the Little Big Horn. Coues wrote to the 
editors of Rod and Gun on July 31, 1876; "Some graceless wag 
has taken an atrocious liberty with my name, and the joke is 
current here. He said that Hayden wisely takes Coues along 
this year to pacify Sitting Bull!" 

During the 1860s and 1870s, Coues did his observing and 
collecting of specimens (mammals, reptiles, and fish, as well as 
birds) while employed as an army surgeon. In 1881, disgusted 
with the shabby treatment he had received and with the capri-
ciousness of the departments of War and Interior, as well as the 
Office of the Surgeon General, he quit. He really wanted an 
appointment at the Smithsonian, but it never came. During the 
1880s he did a prodigious amount of popular writing on birds 
(drawing upon 20 years of his own field work and scholarship) 
while serving nominally as professor of anatomy at the National 
Medical College (1881-87), a job he was forced to resign when 
he made a commencement address that advocated women's 
rights more stridently than his colleagues could bear. The occa
sion for his tasteless remarks? The awarding of a degree to 
Clara Bliss Hinds, the first female to receive a degree from the 
National Medical College in its 68-year history. 

During his last eight years (1891-99), Coues edited an ex
traordinary number of accounts of exploration in the American 
West, including Lewis and Clark's journals (which had been 
"lost" for 75 years and were "found" by Coues). He did terrible 
things to the original manuscripts — scribbling on them more 
than 100 times in black ink where he felt that he could improve 
the original text — but redeemed himself by his extensive and 
learned glosses on the journals. In doing so, Coues credited 
Alfred J. Hill of St. Paul, more than anyone else, with helping 
him to gather his geographical commentary. But if Coues was a 
Heinrich Schliemann at unearthing historical manuscripts that 
were truly golden treasures, he was worse than Jared Sparks as 
a bowdlerizing editor. 

This biography is sometimes too detailed, repetitious, and 
lacking in discrimination. On occasion every fact seems equal 
in value to every other fact. To some degree the authors are 
victims of their own relentlessly thorough research, and they 
follow their sources a bit too closely. On the other hand, they 
are always judicious and candid in assessing Coues: his great 
strengths as a writer, his shortcomings as an editor, his im-
petuousness and temper in general, and his womanizing in 
particular. 

Ultimately the book is compelling because of Coues's im
portance and liveliness. As evidence of the former, in May, 
1879, he received a memorial praising his great ornithological 
bibliography. It was signed by 38 members of Britain's scien

tific elite, including Charles Darwin, Thomas Huxley, and 
Alfred Russel Wallace. For liveliness, well, there is Coues's 
role as fierce an tagon i s t in t h e " G r e a t Spa r row War , " 
1874-1897; and there is this observation, made after he and his 
companions traveled through the Vlilk River basin of northern 
Montana with no other source of fuel than buffalo chips; "As an 
agent in the progress of civilization . the buffalo chip rises 
to the plane of the steam-engine and the electric telegraph, 
and acquires all the dignity which is supposed to enshroud 
questions of national importance or matters of political econ
omy, ' .All this and more from the celebrated author of the Key 
to North American Birds. 

Reviewed by VIICHAEL K A M M E N , professor of American his
tory and culture at Cornell University and the author of A 
Season of Youth: The American Revolution and the Historical 
Imagination (1978). 

American Indians and Christian Missions: Studies 
in Cultural Conflict. By Henry Warner Bowden. 

(Chicago, Universi ty of Chicago Press, 1981. 255 p. 

$14.95.) 

HENRY WARNER B O W D E N has written an ambitious book. 
He confronts an aspect of Indian-white contact fraught with 
ambiguity and paradox, yet synthesizes his conclusions in little 
more than 200 pages of text. The volume draws upon a rich 
body of scholarship and on the author's sensitivity to questions 
of religion and culture to offer a valuable introduction to the 
subject. 

Rather than a t tempt an encyclopedic survey, Bowden 
makes some difficult but largely effective decisions in selecting 
case studies illustrative of the various patterns of contact be
tween different Europeans and tribal groups. An opening 
chapter, "Pre-Columbian Cultures and Values, " offers admir
ably concise generalizations about Indian peoples vis-a-vis 
Europeans, even as it stresses the dynamism and diversity 
among the Indian cultures. The next three chapters examine 
contact between Spanish Franciscan and Pueblo, French Jesuit 
and Huron, and English Puritan and Algonkian, respectively. 
In each chapter, Bowden compares the theologies of the two 
groups in ways that ably dismiss cultural evolutionism while 
illustrating that religious issues were central to the dynamics of 
contact. The last three chapters look into the British-American 
interaction with Indian peoples in the 18th, 19th, and 20th 
centuries. This division works bet ter than one might expect, 
because significant shifts in the material circumstances under
lying the cultural contact did fall close to century lines (1795, 
1890). The chapter on the 20th century illustrates that the 
cultural vitality which Bowden saw operating in earlier eras is 
still alive, albeit in a more intertribal form. Surprisingly, the 
book halts with so brief a conclusion that the final bow to the 
advantages of cultural pluralism sounds platitudinous. 

By focusing on the religious element of culture contact, 
Bowden addresses a troubling paradox. How applicable is the 
aphorism, "the road to hell is paved with good intentions, " to 
the missionary effort? Observing that "soap and education are 
not as sudden as a massacre, but they are more deadly in the 
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long run, ' Vlark Twain suggested that the adage fit this situa
tion. Bowden goes beyond Twain to suggest that the aphorism 
does not always apply. For one thing, Indian cultures have 
strengths that foil "the best intentions." Indian peoples are 
more than mirrors in which to reflect either the benevolence or 
malevolence of Europeans. For them, religion "lay deeply 
embedded in precontact syntheses of world-view and ethos, 
and they have sustained Indian survival through almost five 
centuries of red-white interaction. " Moreover, Bowden shows 
that equally well- intent ioned individuals such as Jean de 
Brebeuf John Eliot, and Samson Occom can affect Indian peo
ples differently. On this point, however, Bowden says too little 
about the reasons for the differences. He neglects the historical 
context — for example, the duration of contact and the power 
relationship between a given tribe and the missionary's socie
ty, in which a particular episode was embedded. Perhaps the 
demands of brevity explain both this problem and the author's 
failure to discuss the distinctiveness of the missionaries within 
their culture — a contrast that becomes increasingly important 
in the 20th century. 

Bowden offers enough interpretation to invite arguments, 
yet I expect to have my students read American Indians and 
Christian Missions when I introduce them to the history of 
white-Indian contact. I will use it for the same reasons that I 
hope it has a wide public reading. The book focuses on a cen
tral and problematical aspect of that contact. It demonstrates 
the continued vitality of American Indian cultures and chal
lenges us to relish and learn from such diversity. At the same 
time, it documents the material destructiveness that can occur 
in the name of Christian zeal. 

Reviewed by W I L B E R T H . A H E R N , who received his doctorate 
from Northwestern University and is professor of history at 
the University of Minnesota-Morris. The study of race rela
tions from 1850 to 1920 is his field of .special interest. 

Indian Policy in the United States: Historical 
Essays. By Francis Paul Prucha. 
(Lincoln, University ofNebraska Press, 1981. ix, 272 p. 
$19.95.) 

THIS VOLUME brings together 16 essays that reflect and 
span the author's career as a historian of American Indian poli
cy and of the quest to secure rights and justice for Indians. The 
topics of several of the essays are more broadly treated in 
Prucha's books, but the content of others is available only in 
scattered periodicals or in collections of conference papers. It 
is a good service to scholarship concerning American Indian 
policy and reform to have these essays readily accessible. The 
reader gets a clear understanding of Prucha's approach to re
search in this field, of what still needs to be done, and a concise 
overview of Indian policy development and reform activities 
since the early 19th century. 

Beginning with two essays that deal with approaches to and 
problems of research, as well as topics that have been neg
lected, the volume delineates the formation of successive pofi
cies in the context of national expansion and patterns of cultural 
growth. In Prucha s opinion, those government officials who 

had responsibility for the making and administration of policy 
were mostly sincere in trying to do what was best for Indians, 
but their efforts were undercut by a citizenry that was intent 
upon self-aggrandizement. Reform activities are treated in the 
context of the changing moods, attitudes, and characteristics of 
American society. Prucha contends that the reform of Indian 
policy and administration needs to be related to other reform 
movements and intellectual currents that occurred in the same 
era. With this in mind, one essay surveys the ongoing quest for 
a "new era" in Indian-white relations through policy reform 
from the 1840s to the 1970s. The Protestant Christian reform
ers of the 1880s and 1890s are seen as losing their influence 
after 1900 because of greater Catholic participation in the 
democratic process, and because Protestant evangelicalism was 
giving way to a more scientific view of differences among races 
and cultures. Eventually this led to the scrapping of the assimi
lation program in favor of John Collier's New Deal for Indi
ans, which reflected the concept of cultural pluralism. 

T h e final essay, " T h e D ec l i n e of the Chr is t ian Re
formers," grew out of Prucha's research for a book on The 
Churches and the Schools, 1888-1912, published in 1979. 
Given as a paper at the 1978 meeting of the Organization of 
American Historians, this essay argues that the influence of the 
Board of Indian Commissioners and of the Indian Rights Asso
ciation was continually in decline after 1900. This assertion is 
not substantiated by the correspondence of the board down to 
1918, which this reviewer has just examined at the National 
Archives. Very likely, Prucha's research in this correspond
ence did not go beyond 1912 into the administration of Wood-
row Wilson, when the board developed excellent relations 
with the Department of the Interior and with the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs under Commissioner Cato Sells. The very fact 
that the appropriations voted by Congress in support of the 
board were greatly increased suggests an appreciation of the 
services rendered by these philanthropists, something that 
was totally lacking in the years of Theodore Roosevelt's presi
dency. Prucha rightly views the Progressive Era as one of 
transition, but the latter part of that era also witnessed a 
vigorous renewal of Christian humanitarianism, involving both 
Protestant and Catholic members of the Board of Indian Com
missioners. The role of these Christian reformers in fighting for 
Indian health, as well as education, in the second decade of this 
century is an episode that remains to be told. 

These remarks do not detract from the value of this volume. 
The essays reflect the arduous process by which knowledge of 
this field was developed over a period of 20 years. Prucha not 
only describes the occasion for which each essay was prepared, 
but he points out his disagreements with other historians. The 
spirit of the collection is that of a search for new knowledge 
based on an examination of vast documentary resources in the 
National Archives and elsewhere. Prucha's final essay and his 
book of 1979 go to the cutting edge of scholarship, for the 
period from 1900 to 1920 has received relatively httle attention 
from historians of American Indian policy and reform. 

Reviewed by HENRY FRITZ, chairman of the history department 
at St. Olaf College. He is the author of the recently reprinted 
The Movement for Indian Assimilation, 1860-1890 (1963) and 
is currently working on a history of the Board of Indian Com
missioners and Indian assimilation from 1869 to 19.33. 
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American Farmers: The New Minority. By Gil
bert C. Fite. 
(Bloomington , I n d i a n a Unive r s i ty P re s s , 1981. ix, 

265 p. $19.50.) 

IN this excellent book. Professor Fite not only analyzes the 
great economic challenges facing American farmers from the 
1920s to the present, but also explains clearly how they strug
gled to hold their own. Fite, Richard B. Russell Professor of 
American History at the University of Georgia and a well-
known agricultural scholar, brilliantly sets the stage for the 
minority role played by American farmers in the 20th century. 

The early part of this study shows plainly the dominant role 
agriculture has played in this country's history. In 1860, for 
example, over 80 percent of the population lived either on 
farms or in towns of fewer than 2,500, Agriculture was the 
heart of the American economy, producing ,30 per cent of the 
total national income and 60 per cent of employment. Equally 
important, as Fite elaborates, the American farmers were por
trayed by George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Andrew 
Jackson, James K. Polk, and political leaders from all parts of 
the country as the chosen people of God. The tillers of the soil 
were thought to be independent , rugged, virtuous, honest, 
and democratic. 

But long before the 20th century was dominated by busi
ness and industry, farmers were leaving the land. Low farm 
income, as always, was the primary reason. But there were 
other problems that plagued rural families — social isolation, 
very hard work combined with unrelenting monotony, the in
ordinately high risks of farming due to undependable weather, 
insect infestations, plant and animal diseases, and the growing 
feeling of city dwellers that farmers were hicks and hayseeds. 

A short but superb section serves as a compendium of in
formation and statistics describing American agriculture by re
gion. Fite then explains that more and more farmers were 
becoming fed up with buying their necessities at retail and 
selling their produce at wholesale. He touches briefly on the 
variety of political parties and co-operative movements that 
surfaced in the late 19th and early 20th centuries and then 
discusses the decision by farmers and their leaders to focus 
their efforts on lobbying the United States Congress in the 
post-World War I era. 

Big-time lobbying, Fite maintains, began in the 1920s, The 
Grange, for example, had existed since the late 1860s but had 
no full-time lobbyist in Washington until 1919, The Grange, 
the American Farm Bureau Federat ion, and the National 
Farmers Union helped organize the famous bipartisan congres
sional farm bloc in the 1920s — a group that had considerable 
power and leverage untd the late 19.50s and early 1960s. Sup
ported by chief farm organizations, the bloc passed several 
major bills in the 1920s, the most important of which was the 
McNary-Haugen bill. Congress approved it several times, but 
President Calvin Coolidge vetoed it. 

The congressional farm bloc had to await Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. From 1933 on, the nation heard much about parity, 
support prices, loan programs, acreage restrictions, and pro
duction controls . Following the leadership of Roosevelt, 
Secretary of Agriculture Henry A. Wallace, the farm bloc, and 
the major agricultural organizations. Congress passed an im
pressive array of legislation affecting rural America. Among 

these were acts concerning farm credit, bankruptcy, soil con
servation, and rural electrification. 

World War II, as Fite indicates, was a turning point for 
American farmers. Surplus production disappeared, and farm 
prices went up and stayed high for years to come. Congress 
acted to support such prices by passing the Steagall amend
ment to the Price Control Act in 1942, thus guaranteeing sup
port at 90 per cent of parity even after the war ended. This plan 
lasted well into the 1950s. 

Many farmers still believe that the present-day, national 
cheap-food policy began under the Eisenhower administration, 
with Ezra Taft Benson heading the agriculture department, 
Benson wanted to give farmers marketing freedom stripped of 
g o v e r n m e n t cont ro l s and h igh s u p p o r t p r i ces . H e and 
Eisenhower forced Congress to adopt a policy of flexible price 
supports with a sliding scale of between 75 and 90 per cent of 
parity, considerably different from the guaranteed 90 per cent. 

I believe that Professor Fite should have pointed out more 
clearly the relationship between the flexible price-support sys
tem adopted in 1954 and the evolving bipartisan cheap-food 
policy. For American farmers, the economic situation has been 
downhill ever since. Between 1942 and 1952 they averaged 100 
per cent of parity. With the flexible price-support system insti
tuted after 1954, farm parity slipped steadily under both Re
publican and Democratic administrations to the present-day 
parity ratio of 56 per cent — the lowest level since 1932. 

Fite should have explained that the more Democratically 
inclined, Keynesian economists and the monetarist and sup
ply-side economists with Republican tendencies might disagree 
about the role of the federal government in terms of programs, 
spending, taxes, and interest rates. But these otherwise di
ametrically opposed economists agree, by and large, on one 
thing: a national cheap-food policy that forces American farm
ers to produce unlimited food for little or no return. 

Moreover, the nation's farmers were sold on the slogan of 
""bigger is bet ter" in the postwar era. But the combination of 
these factors took its toll. In 1940 there were still 32 million 
people living on six million farms — about 30 per cent of the 
population. By 1982 a mere 3 per cent lived on only tvvo md-
lion farms. There were a variety of social, cultural, political, 
and technological reasons for the vast migration from farm to 
city in the postwar period, but the bottom line was economic: 
from the mid-1950s to 1982 farmers were producing more and 
more for less and less return. 

The older farm associations were joined by the National 
Farmers Organization in the 1950s and by the American Agri
culture Movement in the 1970s. Both were natural reactions to 
the evolving policy that has brought farm parity to the present 
low point. As Fite concludes, the American farmer is now part 
of a small minority, but agriculture is still the largest and most 
important industry in the nation — an industry that provides 
the American consumer with the highest standard of living in 
the world. Students of 20th-century American history would 
be well advised to read Gilbert Fite s well-written, carefully 
researched, and first-rate book. 

Reviewed by JON W E F A L D , president of Southwest State Uni
versity at Marshall, who served as Minnesota's commissioner 
of agriculture from 1971 to 1977. He is chancellor-designate of 
the state university system. 
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Using Local History in the Classroom. By Fay D. 
Metcalf and Matthew T. Downey. 
(Nashville, Tenn. , American .\ssociation for State and Lo
cal History, 1982. x, 284 p, .$17,.50 nonmembers, .$13,.50 
members.) 

INTRODUCING students, whether thev^ are adults or chil
dren, to the variety and richness of history resources within 
their own communities is a worth-while teaching e.xperience. 
While primary sources are inherently interesting to use, thev' 
are also incredibly frustrating to the uninitiated teacher-
researcher. Asking a teacher to write a curriculum around 
primary sources is often like asking the football coach to give 
his signals in Latin. The classroom chaos that might result can 
turn back the most enthusiastic person. What rationale can 
possibly be given to overcome anticipated difficulties with 
classroom and project management? 

VIetcalf and Downey s new guide goes beyond a rationale. 
It demystifies the process of historical research and gives a 
coherent blueprint to follow through the maze of sources, re
positories, and pitfalls encountered in constructing a local his
tory class for secondary and college-aged students. It does not 
however, make the process sound too easy. One understands 
after reading this publication that developing a curriculum 
from the sources of historical societies, archival repositories, 
and libraries will take time, effort, and lots of thought. 

The introduction, although brief, is invaluable. It presents 
concisely the reasons for teaching local history, provides some 
historical perspective, and points out dangers to avoid. The 
current interest in teaching local history dates from the interest 
generated in communities by the Bicentennial. This interest, 
according to the authors, is actually one of a series of revivals in 
teaching local history. As part of secondary school curriculum 
reforms since the 1890s, they generated two parallel but differ
ent rationales: one assumed that an introduction to the broad
er national culture and history is best accomplished through 
the familiar context of community history; the second rejected 
a textbook approach to history instruct ion. The "source 
method " emphasized the importance of having students learn 
from primary materials and not from the digested historical 
interpretation in texts. In spite of these waves of reform, the 
authors conclude, local history has never occupied an impor
tant place in the social studies curriculum, largely because of 
the lack of support by academic historians. These historians 
have legitimate concerns, which are the substance of the pit
falls described by the authors. 

According to Metcalf and Downey, the primary problem 
with using local sources is the "ease with which [local history] 
becomes either parochial or filiopietistic." My own work with 
teachers suggests parochialism is the more common. Ancestor 
worship, or community worship, has been challenged by 
women's and minority studies to some extent; the vast majority 
of history instructors no longer teach the past as a consensus 
experience. Nevertheless, parochialism in both course content 
and in student projects is a real and present concern. As the 
authors state, much local history has "little redeeming social or 
intellectual value. " Unconcerned with historical issues, it 
tends to accumulate detail upon detail and collect memorabilia 
without attempting to explain or to interpret what is found. 
Classroom teachers who develop curriculum around local his

tory investigation often fall into this trap. The students learn an 
incredible amount of detail without learning the analytical 
perspective through which to view the myriad of evidence. If 
teachers fail to seek explanations, the intent of the learning 
e.xperience as inquiry into an historical issue is lost under the 
weight of accumulated uninterpreted evidence. 

Most of this volume, however, deals with how to "do " local 
history. Part I, "VIethods and Sources," details the skills and 
research methods students might use and provides a complete 
listing of the major sources — written, oral, visual, and mate
rial culture — along with advice on where to find these re
sources. Also included are invaluable examples of worksheets, 
tip sheets, release forms, bibliographies, and outlines of activi
ties developed by classroom teachers for studying local history. 
The chapter on material culture, particularly worth while be
cause older publications rarely include a discussion of it, con
tains helpful suggestions for observing and studying artifacts 
and the physical environment. 

"Content and Concepts" describes a variety of "activities 
that can be used in history and social studies courses, either to 
make larger historical developments more concrete or to help 
make abstract ideas more understandable. " This section is con
cerned with placing local history in a broader framework. Its 
four chapters on teaching family, economic, social, and politi
cal history discuss rationale, give examples from current classes, 
note limitations and obstacles to the approach, provide some 
background information from recent scholarly studies in the 
area, and suggest content and concept objectives. Metcalfand 
Downey never quite come to grips with how teachers should 
move their curricula from collecting evidence to historical ex
planation, but they do examine how to approach local history 
materials for studying issues rather than for merely accumulat
ing a chronological narrative of a particular place. 

The last section describes three approaches to organizing a 
local history course — the chronological survey, the topical or 
research class, and the cultural-journalism class. (This last 
approach is familiar to most people as the class that produces 
the very popular Foxfire books.) But more important, this 
chapter lists in great detail the responsibilities of the teacher. 
Without attention to these responsibilities any teacher, in spite 
of initial enthusiasm, will experience frustration and failure. 
Perhaps these remarks ought to be read first by anyone in
terested in developing a local history class at the secondary 
level. It is here that the reader will begin to understand what 
work is involved in such an enterprise. 

The authors have provided other educators with a very 
good publication on the state of the art of teaching local history. 
For those currently teaching it or those interested in doing so, 
this book is useful. It is full of hints and suggestions that are 
both familiar enough for an experience local history teacher to 
feel on the right track, and fresh enough to provide new stim
ulation. It will leave the uninitiated, but interested, teacher 
with an understanding of the work involved and with a sense 
that there is indeed a reward at the end of the process. The 
reward for everyone in local history teaching was perhaps best 
stated by Mary Sheldon Barnes in 1895. "In local history alone 
can the teacher most nearly bring [a] pupil face to face with all 
the sources, and give . the best training that history has . 
in accuracy, the nice weighing of evidence, the sympathetic 
interpretation of the past. through local history the citizen 
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finds a close and intimate connection with the great whole. I 
would agree with Metcalf and Downey's assertion that the 
study of local history "provides training in critical thinking, and 
is an avenue into larger areas of historical experience. " And at 
the pr imary and secondary levels isn't this what history 
teaching is all about? 

Reviewed by M A U R E E N OTVV ELL, a curriculum .specialist in the 
education division of the MHS. 

Red Harvest: The Communist Party and American 
Farmers. By Lowell K. Dyson. 
(Lincoln, University ofNebraska Press, 1982. xii, 259 p. 

$18.95.) 

THIS is an important book for several reasons. It calls attention 
to an "underside of American history that normally does not 
even warrant a footnote in traditional texts. It sums up with 
clarity debates about the state of world capitalism, both here 
and in the Comintern, debates that made for certain splits 
within the communist movement, such as the famous one be
tween Stalin and Trotsky. Finally, this book focuses to a large 
extent upon the upper Midwest, where the Communist party 
made a strong bid for influence among farmers during the 
1920s and 1930s. 

By casting his research findings about Communist activity 
among farmers in the context of the changing "party line" 
about the state of capitalism, Lowell Dyson has provided a 
bench mark for surveying the role of events and persons on the 
left of the political spectrum. Polarization between the view 
that capitalism was on the verge of total collapse (hence appeals 
for class militancy and revolutionary rhetoric) and the percep
tion that capitalism was fairly stable and possessed of seven 
lives (hence tactics based on alliances with non-Marxist reform
ers directed toward evolutionary change) marked the troubled 
transition from Third Period to the Popular Front. Stalin fa
vored the Popular Front in the mid-1920s and again in the later 
19.30s as a means of combating world fascism; it eventually 
replaced the Third Period party-line views of the 1927-1935 
era, but not without difficulties for the Communist party. Be
fore 1935 its members denigrated socialists, liberal reformers, 
and Minnesota Farmer-Laborites as social fascists, but they 
apparently expected instant love from these same reformers 
when they announced their Popular Front. Instant love was 
not always forthcoming, especially in the South, where efforts 
to organize sharecroppers and tenant farmers were hamstrung 
by ifl will between socialists and communists. 

The C o m m u n i s t par ty , holding to the Popular Front 
approach, became influential in labor circles within the emerg

ing CIO. The party helped to steer the Farmers Union away 
from far r ight , ant i -Semit ic , Huey Long tendencies that 
flourished within both the union and the Farm Holiday move
ment in the 1930s. Under chairman Earl Browder, the Com
munist party urged the prosecution of the war against fascist 
Germany after that nation invaded Russia in 1941. There was 
subsequent irony that when in postwar America patriotism 
was transformed into cold-war liberalism against the Soviet 
Union; many former Popular Front leaders, such as Farmers 
Union president James Patton, made the switch to anticom-
munist ideology. 

For Vlinnesota readers. Red Harvest offers special informa
tion. Dyson gives attention to a much-neglected figure in the 
state, John Bosch of Kandiyohi County, who became the 
national president of the Fanners ' Holiday Association after 
Milo Reno died. As a noncommunist, Bosch was instrumental 
in moving the organization in a progressive direction during 
the Popular Front period. The author also discusses the pro-
chvity of the Finns to identify with the Communist party and 
the schisms among the Finns as well — especially over differ
ences about the relationship of Finnish co-operatives to the 
party. There is too little in this book about the emergence of 
the radical, populist Farmer-Labor party as a dominant force in 
Minnesota in the 1930s; however, there are many references to 
Governor Floyd B. Olson, especially his support of the Farm 
Holiday during its attempts to stop farm foreclosures with the 
famous ""penny sales." 

This volume is an antidote to the simple-minded anticom
munism that has flourished in America since McCarthyism. 
Cold-war liberalism became the ascendant civil religion of the 
1950s; in its terms Communists were often considered spies, 
conspirators, and traitors. Dyson portrays the Communists 
who worked among farmers as fallible human beings who la
bored with dedication and self-sacrifice, people who encoun
tered great difficulty in interpreting the party line, especially 
during the Third Period. The farmers among whom they 
worked were at best undecided about a radical outlook or a 
conservative commitment to rugged individualism. 

As a historian Dyson might have broadened the context of 
his book by examining the ambivalence within mainstream 
American ideology, an ambivalence that makes for a vigorous 
iconoclasm at times coexisting with nostalgia for the mythical 
golden age of 19th-century petty capitalism when no one was 
rich and no one who was willing to work hard was poor. But on 
balance, this book fills a gap for both students of American 
reform movements and the general reader, who might want a 
readable account of the emergence of the Communist party in 
America with special attention to its role in farm circles. 

Reviewed by JAMES YOUNGDALE, whose doctorate from the 
University of Minnesota is in American Studies. He is the au
thor o /Third Party Footprints (1966) and Populism; A Psycho-
historical Perspective (1975). 
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NEWS & NOTES 
NOVELS and other popular literature, 
travelers' narratives, and America let
ters are the sources of much of the 
material presented in the late Ray Allen 
Billington's Land of Savagery, Land of 
Promise: The European Image of the 
American Frontier in the Nineteenth 
Century (New York, W, W, Norton, 
1981, $18,50), In a smorgasbord of stor
ies, quotations, and pasing references, 
Billington examines many of the pecu
liar and often unreahstic ideas that Euro
peans held about America: the land, the 
chmate, the people (Indians, frontiers
men, farmers, cowboys), and the collec
tive character of the nation that evolved 
— full of opportunity, equality, and 
savagery. Finally the 364-page book eval
uates the influence of these ideas on 
would-be reformers of European society 
and the persistence of these ideas into 
the 20th century. The indexed volume 
contains an extensive bibliography, 
which adds to its usefulness as a refer-

THE S E C O N D of a four-volume series, 
Lakota Society, edited by Raymond J 
DeMallie (Lincoln, University of Ne
braska Press, 1982, 207p , , $19,9.5), con
tinues the joint project of the University 
ofNebraska and the Colorado Historical 
Society to publish the research of James 
R, Walker, Walker was physician at 
Pine Ridge Reservation from 1896 to 
1914, and while there he wrote down 
many of his observations and collected 
histories from several of the residents. 
The book consists of these documents, 
plus introductory editorial material. 

The organization of the tribe, the 
duties of chiefs, the relationship of fami
ly members to one another, and the 
role of women are covered in the first 
section. A woman's right to her own 
property (including cooking pots, buffa
lo skins, and tepee), to control her chil
dren, and to rid herself of her husband 
are explained. Walker is one of the few 
who documented these rights. Buffalo 

hunts, war parties, and decorative arts 
from the basis of the second section. 
The third part covers time and history. 
The editor points out that Indians had a 
completely different sense of history 
from the Europeans. Even Walker's 
material attempts to mold Indian 
chronicles into a European time frame. 
DeVIallie discusses the winter count 
and its place in Indian oral history. The 
,32 pages of illustration in the book are 
taken from a winter count that covers 
the years 1821-1912. The last document 
in the series is an eyewitness account of 
the 1890 batde at Wounded Knee. The 
editor comments that Walker's research 
corroborates many of the findings of 
Joseph N. Nicollet and Henry R. 
Schoolcraft about Dakota society. 

READERS interested in immigration to 
the United States will want to read 
Allan L. Damon's article in the 
December, 1981, American Heritage, 
"A Look at the Record: The Facts 
Behind the Current Controversy Over 
Immigration.' Damon discusses 
contemporary migration to the United 
States in a historical perspective, noting 
that "Immigrants from some 106 
distinct ethnic groups — no one of 
which constitutes more than 
one-seventh of the whole " comprise 
today's American population. Taking 
American immigration policy back to 
English parliamentary decisions made 
in 1618, he gives an impressive arrav of 
statistics to show just how much a 
nation of immigrants we are, when and 
why we came, and the laws that allowed 
or restricted our coming. Damon 
concludes that today, "as in earlier 
periods of high unemployment and 
economic distress, the lines are again 
drawn between those who argue for 
sharply reduced quotas and those who 
invoke the past as evidence that the 
nation must continue to accept 
responsibility for the oppressed from 
other lands," 

W E OWE a debt of gratitude to the late 
John Bunk of Stillwater, not only for the 
numerous photographs he took over a 
half century, but also for the many hun
dreds of St. Croix Valley scenes he 
copied from scarce originals. After 
Runk's death in 1964 his collection of 
some 2,000 prints and negatives became 
the property of the Vlinnesota Histori
cal Society. Smaller Runk collections be
long to the Stillwater Public Library 
and the Washington County Historical 
Society. 

Over the years Runk's work has been 
widely known and used, but this is the 
first time a selection from his output has 
been published in one booklet. Patricia 
Condon Johnston of Afton has repro
duced some 52 of these photographs 
(one to a page) and written the text for a 
93-page work entitled Stillwater: Min
nesota's Birthplace in Photographs by 
John Runk (Afton, Johnston Publishing, 
Inc., n.d., paper $9.95). More than a 
dozen of the reproductions were copied 
by Runk from other photographers. In 
34 pages of text, the author presents a 
capsule, sketchy history of Stillwater 
from its beginnings in 1843 as a lumber 
capital to its current rebirth, starting in 
1970, as one of the major tourist attrac
tions in the St. Croix Valley. This well-
designed and printed booklet makes an 
attractive souvenir of an interesting 
city. James Taylor Dunn 

VIDEOTAPING Local Hi.story (Nash
ville, American Association for State and 
Local History, 1982, 160 p . , $11.9.5) is a 
valuable manual for the historian intent 
on going beyond the written word or 
audio recording. Author Brad Jolly, 
himself a journalist, clearly explains the 
technology and equipment necessary to 
videotape an interview, a museum tour, 
or a hving history demonstration. Brief 
chapters describe different programs or 
institutions that have used videotapes 
successfully, either to flesh out oral his
tories as they are collected, to supple-
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ment interpretation at a site, or to pro
vide access to handicapped museum or 
site visitors. 

Videotaping is an expensive and re
latively intrusive technique, one that 
requires at least two people, several no
ticeable pieces of equipment , and on-
site checking, Vidotaping Local His
tory, fortunately, makes little attempt 
to proselytize. It is primarily a useful 
manual for those who will, or might, 
consider the possibility of making a 
video recording. 

"WERE I to settle anywhere in West
ern America, " wrote Henry A. Bright, a 
prosperous Liverpudlian touring the 
country in 1852, "it would, I think, be 
in Minnesota, and at St. Paul's. The 
summer weather is not too hot, as there 
is always a pleasant breeze on the top of 
the 'bluffs, while in the depth of win
ter, even while the thermometer is .30 
or 40 below zero, no one suffers much 
from the cold. Needless to say, 

Mr. Bright arrived in (and departed) 
Minnesota Territory in August. 

His other opinions of St. Paul and St. 
Anthony are also amusing and reveal
ing, though they comprise only a brief 
chapter in a journey that took him 
through much of the Northeast and the 
Midwest. His recently published jour
nal is Happy Country This America: 
The Travel Diary of Henry Arthur 
Bright, edited by Anne H. Ehrenpreis 
(Columbus, Ohio, 1978). 

"MINNESOTA railroad interests 
labored nearly 18 vears before they 
obtained an organized government to 
dominate in North Dakota, " says Grant 
K. Anderson in an article entitled "The 
First Movement to Divide Dakota 
Territory, 1871-77." Appearing in the 
Winter, 1982, issue of North Dakota 
History, the account describes the role 
played by Alexander Ramsey, who 
championed the cause of division and 
introduced the first, though 
unsuccessful, bill on the subject to the 
United States Senate in 1871. Five 
years later another Minnesotan, 
William Windom, sponsored a bill 
which did pass the Senate. Anderson 
points out that the plan ultimately 
adopted was "nearly identical to that 
first proposed by Alexander Ramsey. " 
He also notes that it was the 
Minnesota-based Northern Pacific 
Railway that was "the driving force 
behind the move to separate Dakota 
Territory into northern and southern 
entities. 

THE Norwegian-American Historical 
Association has published A Chronicler 
of Immigrant Life: Svein Nilsson's 
Articles in Billcd-Magazin, 1868-1870 
(Northfield, 1982, 171 p . , $12.00, plus 
$1.25 for handling). C. .•\. Clausen 
translated the letters and wrote the 
introduction for this sixth volume of the 
NAHA's authors series. Almost all the 
early settlers Nilsson interviewed for his 
group of articles on earb' Norwegian 
settlements in America were residents 
of two "mother settlements, " 
Koshkonong and Muskego, in 
southeastern \\ 'isconsin, where many 
.Minnesota Norwegians liv ed for a time 
before heading farther west. Theodore C. 
Blegen called Nilsson, the editor of 
Norwegian America's first illustrated 
periodical, "not so much a historian as a 
collector of the materials of history. It 
is good to have his frequently quoted 
articles available in English, 

BRUCE M, W H I T E tells the little-
known story of "What Happened in that 
North Branch Field? The Cornstalk 
War" in the Summer, 1982, issue of The 
Dalles Visitor, published annually in St, 
Croix Falls, Wisconsin, and Taylors 
Falls, Vlinnesota. White considers the 
1857 confrontation between six Ojibway 
Indians and 27 mounted members of a 
state militia unit as a result of "the 
atmosphere of .Minnesota Territory at 
the time and the state of mind of its in
habitants." He points out that "Vlis-
understanding . was made even 
more certain when neither group thor
oughly understood or knew what to ex
pect from the other, or knew the lan
guage that the other group was speak
ing. " The article draws upon newspaper 
accounts, manuscripts, and government 
documents to present an enlightening 
review of the "sordid, ridiculous and 
poignant series of incidents " that took 
place in Chisago County. Copies may 
be ordered from the newspaper, Taylors 
Falls, MN 5.5084 by sending .50 cents 
for postage. 

"THIS COUNTRY is going to be a fine 
place to live in, in the course of five 
years, " wrote Sheldon Brooks to his 
wife in June, 1855. Farmer, physician, 
educator, and legislator, the early Vlin
nesota lumberman's life is the subject of 
A Pioneer's Legacy: The Story of Shel
don Brooks by Marney Brown Brooks 
(Long Lake, 1981). The 102-page 
volume, annotated and enhanced by 
photographs and drawings, is based on 
diaries kept by Brooks from 1836 to 
1882. 

\ ' ILLAGES and small towns hold a spe
cial place in the American imagination. 
Even if we grew up in the city, we read 
novels and see films with small-town 
settings that have become quite famili
ar. We are ingrained with images of 
idealized communities based on the 
New England village and the middle 
western town. We take excursions to 
local festivals and restored "historic" vil
lages, bemoan the declining fortunes of 
our small towns, and work to preserve 
buildings on main street and around the 
village square. We are enamored of the 
physical image of place. In The Amer
ican Small Town: Twentieth Century 
Place Images (Hamden, Conn., Archon 
Books, 1982, 195 p . , $25.00), geog
rapher John A. Jakle explores these im
ages with an examination of postcards 
supplemented by novels and social sci
ence studies. The book focuses on 
towns of the Middle West from 1900 to 
1960, an important period spanning the 
era from the heyday of the small town 
to the current revitalized interest in 
such places. 

Though there are few examples from 
Minnesota, most of the more than 125 
illustrations could as well have been 
from towns in the state. Sauk Centre 
does appear often in the text as Sinclair 
Lewis' "Gopher Prairie. " Jakle ex
amines the shfft from the railroad era to 
the automobile age and looks at small
town coininerce, industry, and social 
life. Much of the modern-day interest in 
small towns concerns their physical 
form — the buildings that make up the 
landscape. Jakle provides a much-
needed analysis of that aspect of small 
towns to go with the studies of village 
society. As he concludes, "Identifying 
and managing the traditional icons of 
place can provide a catalyst and focus 
for small-town development today. 
Concern with the communalities of 
landscape from place to place can 
strengthen the belief in smaU-town 
America as a distinctive kind of environ
ment worth protecting. " 

Thomas Harvey 

MHS ART curator Thomas O Sulliv an's 
article, "Art and History; Regional ,\rt 
Enhances Local History Programs," is a 
feature of the June, 1982, History 
News, the monthly journal of the Amer
ican Association for State and Local His
tory. Several paintings selected bv' 
O'Sullivan from the MHS collections 
appear on the cover and interior pages 
of the magazine, which took art and his
torv' as its theme for the month. O'Sulli-
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van writes about the changing percep
tion of local and regional art and about 
American artists' growing "concern for 
community [and] pride of place, qual
ities which are at the heart of local his
tory. " After describing some work done 
by Minnesota historical agencies with 
local and regional art and artists, the au
thor discusses research, collecting, con
servation, exhibits, and publications. 
He concludes that the use of local his
tory's goals and resources "will broaden 
the history of art with detailed studies 
of art in American communities" even 
as such works "enhance a historical soci
ety's collections with richly evocative 
images, which are themselves inter
pretations of the local scene " 

WE Didn't Have Much, But We Sure 
Had Plenty is the provocative title of a 
new book by Sherry Thomas (Garden 
City, N.Y., Anchor Press, 1981, 185 p. , 
$7.95). Traveling the length and 
breadth of the country, the author 
interviewed more than 50 rural women 
and found "recurring themes and 
responses' that indicated "how 
deprived . we all are when we are 
without history, when we aren't rooted 
in an understanding of ordinary people 
like ourselves. " Among the women 
Thomas interviewed was Alice Tripp of 
Belgrade, .Vlinnesota, an activist in the 
power-line controversy and a protest 
candidate for governor of Minnesota in 
1978. 

T H E R E ARE F E W scholarly editions 
of Minnesota Ojibway folk tales avail
able in an inexpensive form that would 
allow them to reach a wide audience of 
students and interested people. But 
now a group of stories collected in part 
from informants at Nett Lake by anthro
pologist William Jones in 1903-05 has 
been published in a more or less handy 
edition. Clothed-in-Fur and Other 
Tales: An Introduction to an Ojibwa 
WorldView (Washington, D . C , Uni
versity Press of America, 1982, 179 p . , 
cloth $21..50, paper $10,.50) contains 
22 different stories from Jones's Ojibwa 
Texts (Leyden, 1917, New York, 1919), 
presented here in the English version. 
Five of the tales relate to the ubiquitous 
hero, Nanabushu. 

The major purpose of the book is to 
provide some raw material with which 
to demonstrate the way the Ojibway 
define the place of human beings in 
what Europeans and Americans call the 
"natural world,' In a very useful, ex
tended essav designed to be read after 

the stories, editors Thomas W, Over-
holt and J, Baird Callicott point out 
that, for the Ojibway, animals were 
"persons " and played a very important 
part in a "society " that was "cosmic in 
scope, " Relationships with animals, 
even those killed for food, were subject 
to rules of courtesy and respect. The 
editors compare this to the ideas of such 
environmentalists as Aldo Leopold and 
suggest that there are many similarities 
in attitude. 

OJIBWAY narratives are also a major 
source for a recent article by Leroy V. 
Eid in the Fall, 1979, issue of Ethnohis
tory (published in 1981), Ent ided "The 
Ojibwa-Iroquois War: The War the Five 
Nations Did Not Win," the article re
constructs the story of a struggle that 
took place around 1700 and that, 
according to Ojibway tradition, was won 
by them and their allies. The major 
sources of information on this conflict 
are histories of the various branches of 
the Ojibway written by native Ojibway 
or metis writers like Peter Jones, 
George Copway, and William Warren, 
as well as others such as Henry R, 
Schoolcraft, who had access to the oral 
tradition in the 19th century. It is the 
opinion of the author that these writers 
give a more accurate view of what hap
pened between the Ojibway and Iro
quois than that given in other more 
thoroughly "documented " histories. 

THE .METROPOLITAN area of 
Minneapolis and St. Paul is featured in 
a brief article in the Winter, 1981, issue 
of Adventure Road, a quarterly 
publication of Amoco Enterprises. 
Calling the Twin Cities region "a 
delightful and remarkable combination 
of urban cultural sophistication, " the 
report focuses on area attractions such 
as the Sibley House in Mendota, the 
Banfil Tavern in Fridley, the State 
Capitol and the Alexander Ramsey 
House in St, Paul, and Fort Snelling, 
"Minnesota's most popular historic 
site. " 

LAURIE S H E P H E R D tells the story of 
a modern pioneer in her book, A 
Dreamer's Log Cabin: A M^oman's 
Walden (New York, Dembncr Books, 
1981, 175 p. , paper, $8.9.5). Shepherd, 
who spent six months building her 
dwelling in northern Vlinnesota almost 
singlehandedly, describes the process 
and examines the frustrations and 
rewards of a wilderness life. 

THE DIALECT of the Mesabi Range by 
Gary N. Undei-wood (Publication of the 
American Dialect Society, no. 67, 
University, Ala., 1981, 105 p . , $6.00) 
investigates "the notion of a unique Iron 
Range dialect [that] persists in 
.Minnesota folklore." Through an 
analysis of vocabulary, verb forms, and 
pronunciation and a study of the 
relationship of Mesabi Iron Range 
speech to the eastern dialects, the 
author concludes that only 
pronunciation distinguishes Iron Range 
speech from that in the rest of 
.Vlinnesota. ""No significant differences 

can be correlated to the 
informant's education, place of 
residence, or ethnic background." 
Underwood s somewhat broader 
statement that the range is a melting 
pot, however, is open to dispute. His 
call for further investigation, 
concentrating on, among other areas, 
pronunciation variants, the history of 
teaching English in the public schools, 
and Finnish-American bilingualism on 
the range, is a welcome one. 

TWO N E W WORKS on 
Finnish-American material culture in 
Vlinnesota are Shadows of Suomi 
Finland, by .Vlarvin Salo and Hugh 
Bishop (Virginia, 1981, 53 p.) and 
Rachael R. Ewoldsen's study of ""The 
Finnish Farmstead in Vlinnesota, " a 
student paper done at the University of 
Minnesota in 1981, with a copy in the 
MHS library (typescript, 54 p.). Salo's 
initiation by his Finnish-born uncle into 
north woods survival techniques 
included detailed instructions on 
making snowshoes, skis, and poles, all 
of which he shares with his readers, 
along with examples of the process by 
which his uncle taught him and a good 
story about nonverbal communication 
between Finnish and French-Canadian 
trappers. The book is available for $4.10 
from Rt. 1, Box 112, Embarrass, .Vlinn. 
.557,32. 

Ewoldsen combines a survey of the 
published literature on Finnish-American 
farm buildings in Minnesota with 
reminiscences and sketches bv her 
mother concerning tvvo farmsteads in 
Fine Lakes Township, St. Louis 
County, where she grew up. Vlary 
Laakksonen Ewoldsen described not 
only the separate buildings and their 
locations, but also home furnishings and 
women's work. Her daughter concludes 
the study with a description of places in 
Vlinnesota and Wisconsin where 
Finnish-American farmsteads have been 
preserved. 
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A CALL FOR PAPERS has been issued 
for the 15th Annual Dakota History 
Conference to be held on the campus of 
Dakota State College at Madison, South 
Dakota, on April 8-9, 1983. The Karl 
Mundt Distinguished Historical Writing 
Awards, six in all, are offered for the best 
papers; these should address some 
aspect of South Dakota, Dakota Terri
tory, or the upper Great Plains region. 
Three other awards will be made by 
topic: the Richard Cropp prize for mili
tary history (won this year by Robert Til
ing of the MHS); the Cedric Cummins 
prize for institutional history; and a spe
cial award for a paper in honor of South 
Dakota's poet laureate. Badger Clark. 
Further information may be obtained 
by writing Herber t W. Blakely, History 
Department, Dakota State College, 
Madison, SD 57402. 

LAVISH color photographs of foods and 
first families adorn The Governor's 
Table: A Treasury of History and 
Hospitality at the Minnesota Governor's 
Residence (St Paul, 1981, 191 p . , 
$12.00 plus $1..50 postage and 
handling). With Gretchen Quie as 
executive editor, the book contains 
reception menus followed by selected 
recipes as well as a brief history of the 
house and its inhabitants — from the 
lumber executive who built it and 
whose family lived in it from 1912 to 
1964 to the five governors who 
succeeded them. The Governor's 
Table may be ordered from The 1006 
Summit Societv, 1006 Summit Avenue, 
St. Paul .55105.' All profits will be used 
for restoration, preservation, and 
refurnishing of the residence. 

.MARY JO and Walter Uphoff, in 
collaboration with Russell K. Lewis, are 
the authors of Group Health: An 
American Success Story in Prepaid 
Health Care (Minneapolis, Dillon 
Press, 1980, xvii, 173 p . , $10.00). The 
book outlines the history of the St. 
Paul-born organization, backed by 
co-operatives and credit unions and 
formed in response to the financial 
burdens that illness imposes. A 
thoughtful concluding chapter examines 
the socio-economic and political 
environments in which Group Health 
has functioned since the late 19.50s. The 
volume is, happily, indexed; 12 
appendixes offer additional data on 
officers and board members , 
participating medical personnel, 
reciprocity and transfer agreements, 
and the locations of Group Health 
medical centers. 

NOTED Minnesota conservationist and 
writer Calvin ("Gal") Rutstrum, who 
died in Osceola, Wisconsin, at the age 
of 86 on February 5, 1982, led a full and 
varied life. A Montana cowboy in the 
early 1900s, he went from seUing real 
estate and automobiles in Vlinneapolis 
in the 1920s to detective work 
investigating bank robberies. He moved 
to .Vlarine on St. Croix and by the 1940s 
had given up detecting for a career 
in conservation work and free-lance 
writing. Beginning with The Way of the 
Wilderness (1946), he was the author of 
15 popular books on wilderness 
camping, canoeing, and nature; like his 
friend Sigurd F. Olson, he built a large 
readership. 

His final book, A Columnist Looks at 
Life: Here's Cal Rutstrum (.Vlinneapolis, 
Nodin Press, 1981, 133 p . , $5.9.5), is 
unlike his previous writings. In a 
collection of essays written for the 
Osceola Sun from the late 1970s 
through 1981, Rutstrum tackles many of 
the major issues of the day, including 
national politics, abortion, economics, 
health, and, of course, wilderness 
conservation. For those who have 
enjoyed his previous nature writings, 
this volume will reveal more of the 
man, as he reflects on his life and 
ponders his concerns. 

THOSE interested in the history of 
Czech settlement in the upper Midwest 
wdl welcome the publication of Wagon 
Migration: Veselyville, D.T., 1880-1881 
bv Rev. A. A. A. Schmirler (Grafton, 
N .D. , 1981, 242 p.). The indexed and 
illustrated volume includes family his
tories, many details of the settlement 
process, and an account of the organiza
tion of the Roman Catholic parish there, 
along with related topics. Despite its ti
tle, the book is by no means limited to 
the years 1880-81. 

RESEARCHERS of eastern European 
ethnic groups in America will be intri
gued with Mitro Jurchisin's compila
tion, Carpathian Village People: A List
ing of Immigrants to Minneapolis, Min
nesota from the 1800's to 1947 (1981). 
This unique, 23-page catalog documents 
the names of men and women from a 
variety of Carpathian Mountain villages, 
many of whom settled in Northeast 
Minneapolis in the vicinity of St. Vlary's 
Russian Orthodox Church. The arrange
ment of the listing makes it possible to 
know, for example, which individuals 
found spouses from their home villages 
and which married further afield. The 
booklet may be used at the MHS lib
rary. 

A "BIBLIOGRAPHY of the Design, 
Construction, and Operation of Railroad 
Passenger Stations, 1875 to Date, " by 
Carl W. Gondii constitutes the January, 
1982, issue of Railway History Mono
graph, a quarterly journal of the history 
of railroads, trolley and interurban 
lines, and their equipment . The listing 
includes stations in Europe and North 
America, with Chicago ranking highest 
in terms of the number of articles writ
ten about its train depots. The bib
liography, which was drawn largely 
from several major railroad and en
gineering publications of the 19th and 
early 20th centuries, contains only one 
hsting under Vlinneapolis, 12 under St. 
Paul, and none under Duluth or any of 
Minnesota's smaller towns. The 37-page 
issue may be ordered from J-B Pub
lishing Co., Crete , Nebraska 683,33. 

ALMOST EVERYTHING you ever 
wanted to know about Minnesota state 
agencies has been gathered into a new 
compendium edited by Robin PanLener 
and issued by the department oi admin
istration. In 731 pages the Minnesota 
Guidebook to State Agency Services, 
1982-83 offers a historical review of the 
state and describes every branch of gov
ernment; it guides readers to a wealth 
of information and shows them how to 
take advantage of the myriad services 
available. The book's organization 
makes it easy to use, and there is a 76-
page index, to boot. Published this 
year, Minnesota Guidebook is available 
only from the Minnesota State Docu
ments Center, 117 University Ave., St. 
Paul, VIN 55155. The price is $9.00 
plus tax, and there is a $1.00 fee for 
postage and handling. 

A NEW collection, Kitchen Memories 
Cookbook: A Measure of Bloomington 
Pioneer Recipes and Original Drawings 
of Historic Sites, by Nancy Wells 
Jensen and Elizabeth Hood Anderson 
(Minneapolis, 1981, 155 p . , $6.95 plus 
$.,'35 sales tax for Vlinnesota residents 
and $1,00 handling) is both clearly 
written and handsomelv' arranged. 
Bloomington-area history, including 
information on some of the historic 
buildings, is interspersed with the 
recipes; some are quaint and 
fascinating, such as instructions for 
preparing nasturtium sandwiches or 
marshmallows, and some, such as ham 
loaf or creamed cabbage, slightly more 
mundane. The final chapter, ""Back to 
Scratch, gives recipes for common 
household substances and medicines, 
along with ""cookery hints, " 
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"CONSCIENCE POLITICS" is the 
subject of Christopher Anglim's ""Loaves 
and Fishes: A History of Pro-life Activ
ism in the Democratic-Farmer-Labor 
Party of Minnesota's Fifth Congression
al District (1968-81)." Anglim, a mem
ber of the district's D F L Central Com
mittee and of Vlinnesota Citizens Con
cerned for Life (MCCL), recognizes 
that a work of this type "cannot be with
out bias, " but he "hopes to be fair and 
without malice." His opinions are evi
dent in his copiously detailed discus
sions: motivations of the ""Pro-life" activ
ists; conflicts between VICCL and the 
Human Life Alliance; Vlinneapolis pre
cinct politics; the New Right; James 
Rice and the ""machine politics" of 
Northeast Minneapolis; and the divisive 
effects of the abortion issue on the D F L 
party in several elections, including the 
Donald Eraser-Robert Short Senate 
primary campaign of 1978. Anglim also 
touches on the "Pro-life " activists' ties 
to Roman Catholic and fundamentalist 
Protestant churches. Based on inter
views, newspaper articles, and personal 
experience, the 253-page typescript is 
available in the MHS reference library. 

IN APRIL, 1981, the American Jewish 
Historical Society (Waltham, 
Massachusetts) pubhshed its second 
Local Jewish Historical Society News. 
This 37-page booklet supplies the 
pertinent information — holdings, 
publications, plans, and projects — on 
local Jewish organizations in the United 
States and Canada. It is exactly what its 
editor hoped it would be, "an answer to 
the oft-posed question "Who do I 
contact now?,' which bedevils a 
researcher in one location seeking 
information about people or events in a 
distant communitv. " 

CHRONICLING one of the region's 
major cultural institutions is a recent 
book by Inez Roach entitled A History 
of the Science Museum of Minnesota, 
1907-1975 (St, Paul, The Vluseum, 
1981, 89 p,). Arranged chronologically 
and replete with names, dates, and 
illustrations, the volume traces the 
growth of the museum from ""a private 
enterprise . supported by 
contributions from a few public-spirited 
men " to one with broad community 
financial backing and a membership in 
1981 of 18,000. Six appendixes hst 
officers, trustees, directors, name 
changes, financial supporters, and 
publications; there is a brief 
bibliography but, alas, no index. 

AN EXTENSIVE listing of writings re
lating to the farflung Ojibway, the result 
of 15 years of work, is given in Timothy 
G. Roufs's Working Bibliography of 
Chippewa/Ojibway/Anishinabe and 
Selected Related Works (Duluth, De
partment of Sociology-Anthropology/ 
Lake Superior Basin Studies Center , 
University of Minnesota-Duluth, 1981, 
paper, $7.00, 153 p.). The work will be 
updated semiannually and will even
tually be computer-coded to allow a 
search of the data base for particular 
topics. At present lists of works on some 
special topics are available for an extra 
charge. The volume itself can be 
ordered postpaid from the Lake Super
ior Basin Studies Center, University of 
Vlinnesota-Duluth, 417 Administration 
Building, Duluth, 55812. 

FADING FEAST: A Compendium of 
Disappearing American Regional Foods, 
by Raymond Sokolov (New York, Farrar 
Straus Giroux, 1979, 276 p . , $17.95) is a 
paean to the foods, their cooks, and the 
good of down-home rural way of life — 
all top priorities on the author's en
dangered species list. While virtually 
nobody would defend the cultural and 
socioeconomic forces that have made 
unripe, imported, overpriced, shrink-
wrapped, processed foods an almost in
escapable norm in American cooking, 
one can object to Sokolov's stridently 
nostalgic views on the nature of tradi
tion and change. The food critic for the 
New York Times would prefer that his 
country folk and their fabulous foods be 
preserved in splendid rural isolation, 
unable "to imbibe the dizzying draughts 
of slick citification simply by tuning in 
Johnny Carson." Creative adaptation of 
the old ways? Forget it! All Sokolov sees 
is fading survivals, and he is almost 
gleeful in predicting their imminent de
mise. It makes a good deal of sense to 
want your apple pie to taste the way 
grandma's did, but one wonders if 
grandma didn't feel the exact same way 
about hers! The modern gourmand easi
ly falls prey to the infinite regress of the 
good days. And Sokolov's sense of grief 
over the loss of the isolation that made 
regional cuisines possible is ironic when 
juxtaposed to his lament over the inabil
ity of the powers-that-be to promote 
and market the native Indiana persim
mon — so much superior to the Orien
tal variety that he is able to purchase in 
New York! 

Fading Feast, a collection of 24 col
umns previously published in Natural 
History, is divided into the Vlidwest, 

South, East, and West, each of which is 
subdivided into chapters on a state and 
its specialty. Anecdotes and de.scriptive 
material are followed by recipes that are 
indeed mouth-watering. Minnesota is 
cited for its wild rice; Ojibway tradition 
and some modern commercial ventures 
at paddy cultivation are mentioned. 

Anne R. Kaplan 

R E C E N T LOCAL HISTORY PUBLICATIONS 

125th Anniversary . . Young 
America, Minn., 1856-1981. Norwood, 
Times Printing Co., [1981?]. 100 p. 

Orton, Maude Bragg. Birth of a Vil
lage: History of Walker, Minnesota, 
189.5-1905. Privately printed. 1981. 
n.p. 

Peterson, Henry C. Eveleth: The City 
on the Hill. Virginia, Iron Range Histor
ical Society, 1982. 64 p. $5.25. 

Renville County History Book 1980. 
Dallas, Renville County Historical Soci
ety, 1981. 542 p. 

Severson, Harold. Blooming Prairie 
Update. Blooming Prairie, 1st National 
Bank, 1980, 336 p. 

Swenson, Fav Cheney. Winthrop, 
1881-1981. n.p'., 1981. 371 p. 

Where Quality is a 100 Year Tradi
tion: Abbott Northwestern Hospital. 
Minneapolis, The Hospital, 1982. 36 p. 
Includes corporate annual report. 

Argyle Cooperative Warehouse Asso
ciation, 75th Anniversary, 1905-1980. 
Argyle, Diamond Anniversary Commit
tee, 1980, 24 p, 

[Barac, LaVonne E.] Chaska: A Min
nesota River City. Vol. 2, 1900-1950. 
Chaska, Bicentennial Commit tee , 1980. 
377 p. 

Boehlke, Catherine Gaines. The 
Episcopal Church Women of Minneso
ta, 1882-1982. Farmington, 1982. 27 p . 

Brownell, Lee. Pioneer Life in Ely. 
Virginia, Iron Range Historical Society, 
1981. 94 p. $8.00. 

De Milo, Lorraine. A Photo Essay of 
an Iron Mining Community: Hibbing, 
Minnesota. Virginia, Iron Range Histor
ical Society, 1982. 55 p. $6.50. 

Glende, Mrs. Allyn. Our Altura 
Heritage. [Altura], Bicentennial Com
mittee, 1976. 64 p. $3.50. 

Golden Gate: "A Landmark of the 
Past." New Ulm, Golden Gate Histori
cal Committee, 1979. n.p. 

The History of Janesville, 125th 
Anniversary. Janesville, Historical 
Committee, 1981. 40 p . 

Keewatin Jubilee Commit tee . From 
Pines to Pellets: Keewatin, 1906-1981. 
Keewatin, Northprint Co., 1981. 120 p. 
$7.50. 
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