











Catholics. in the White Earth community at least, is in
favor of the Mission school ™2

The shortage of funds once again combined with a
lack of space. Tn the summer of 1941, the principal and
the pastor agreed to renovate part of the old church for
additional classrooms. But In the spring of 1945 a new
pastor recognized the need to change the hoarding
school into a day school. "1 am determined it T must
continue to work in this community to have this school
turned into a grade dav school, if it is possible. ™ he wrote
the BCIM's director. “That way, it would be possible to
do more effective work. . Il all the Cathalic children
would attend our dayv school, then anly 40-30 pupils
would remain for the public school.” The new priest
then speculated about funds: "1 wonder if any help could
be expected through the Indian Bureau”” No further
help was forthcoming from the Indian Bureau and. in the
fall of 1945, the St. Benedict mission school became a
day school **

DURING their many vears at White Earth. the pirneer
trio of Benedictine missionaries grew to know and re-

spect some aspects of Ojibway culture, but their own
goals, like those of most of their fellow Americans work-
ing with I[ndian people, were directed strongly toward
change. Perhaps if they had been introduced to Indian
traditional religion and culture, if they had had a sense of
their own positions as agents of cultural change, and il
thev had considered the idea of missionary adaptation to
Indian culture as well as to the ideals and aims of Indian
mission work, the process of change might have been
different for both the Qjibway and the missionaries. ¥

BSister M. Hermina (Fleischhacker] to Rev. ]. B, Tenncel-
lv. February 18, 1941, BCIM Papers.

* Father Valerian Thelen to Father Tennellv. March 22,
1945, BCIM Papers.

**Sister Francis Mary Riggs. "Attitudes of Missionary Sis-
ters Toward American Indian Acculturation.” 25, Ph.D. thesis,
Catholic University of America. 1967

THE ILLUSTRATIONS on pages 155, 164 (lefti. 167 (right).
and 169 (buttom) are from the St. Benedict's Convent Archives
at St. Joseph: the une on page 164 (right) is from the St. John's
Abbey Archives, Collegecille: all others are in the MHS audio-
cisieal library.

A 1926 VIEW of the Benedictine buildings at White Earth from across Mission Lake
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