






observed that parents had '"a great love for their children 
and the little ones are very fond of their parents. This is 
very evident when the children start school. It is heart 
breaking for them to leave their homes even though it 
might be a poor hut. Many tears are shed the first days of 
school because of homesickness," but "after they are in 
school awhile they learn to love it and enjoy the compan­
ionship of other children who may have at first been 
complete strangers. ""'̂  

There was little time allotted for such feelings as 
homesickness. A typical day at the school iu 1911 — and 
indeed for 30 years of the school's existence — went as 
follows :'*=' 

6:00 A.M. Rise 
6:30 Vlass, Breakfast 
7:30 Work detail 
8:30 Classes 

10:15 Recess 
12:00 Lunch 
1:15 Classes 
2:15 Recess for lower grades 
3:30 End of school, recreation for all 
4:30 Needlework and chores 
6:00 Supper, recreation 
7:30 Bed for younger children, study 

for older children 
8:30 Bed for older children 

The sisters taught much more than the three R's. 
Good homemaking skills were also a major goal, so the 
older girls learned to prepare meals, to can food, to wash 
and iron clothes, and even to butcher meat. One teacher 
wrote that "Butchering was always a great time. We 
killed as many as 40 bogs at one time. There were tubs of 
sausage meat ground and ready for the casings by eve­
ning," when the reward came. "After the work was done, 
the cook fried pans of sausage all everyone could 
eat and what fun we bad. " 

Fun and bard work were constants at the White 
Earth school throughout its history, but by the late f 920s 
the mission's golden age was past. The pioneer trio — 
Father Aloysius and Sisters Philomene and Lioba — 
were gone, only Sister Lioba surviving into retirement. 
Sister Philomene died in 1928 and Father Aloysius in 
1929. Sister Lioba lived out her days at the mother 
house in St. Joseph. The boarding school lasted 17 years 
after the dea ths of Sister Ph i lomene and F a t h e r 
Aloysius, closing its doors in 1945, the year Sister Lioba 
died."*"* 

The White Earth mission school was facing numer-

*^SisterLadislausTwardowski, Memoirs, n.d., Sisters'Rec-
ords, St. Benedict's. 

"•^Here and below, see Sister Mary Degel to author, April 
10, 1980, in White Earth Mission Papers, St. Benedict's. 

McDonald, With Lamps Burning, 246; Sisters' Records, 
St. Benedict's. 

A LAUGHING nun covered her ears as the St. Bene­
dict's children's band performed about 1910; the drum­
mer and the horn player wore traditional Ojibway 
beaded clothing. 

ous problems, some new, some old, by the early 1940s, 
Enro l lmen t was decl ining, funds were short, and 
teachers were harder to get and to keep. The principal 
v\'rote to the director of the BCIVl in 1941, telling him 
that the pastor vvas worried about keeping the school 
open. The "Indian Council is planning to withdraw all 
Indian funds for education in the future, she observed, 
"'It is rather a depressing thought to have the mission 
schools closed after they bad served the Indians for so 
many years. On a whole the sentiment, even from non-

TWO STUDENTS and a sister gathered maple sap in the 
woods north of the school in the 1930s. 



Catholics, in the White Earth communitv at least, is in 
favor of the Mission school, ""*'' 

The shortage of funds once again combined with a 
lack of space. In the summer of 1941, the principal and 
the pastor agreed to renovate part of the old church for 
additional classrooms. But bv' the spring of 1945 a new 
pastor recognized the need to change the boarding 
school into a day school. "I am determined if I must 
continue to work in this community to have this school 
turned into a grade day school, if it is possible, " be wrote 
the BCIVI's director. "That way, it would be possible to 
do more effective work. . . If all the Catholic children 
would attend our day school, then only 40-.50 pupils 
would remain for the public school. " The new priest 
then speculated about funds: "I wonder if any help could 
be expected through the Indian Bureau':'" No further 
help was forthcoming from the Indian Bureau and, in the 
fall of 1945, the St. Benedict mission school became a 

DURING their many years at White Earth, the pioneer 
trio of Benedictine missionaries grew to know and re­

spect some aspects of Ojibway culture, but their own 
goals, like those of most of their fellow Americans work­
ing with Indian people, were directed strongly toward 
change. Perhaps if they had been introduced to Indian 
traditional religion and culture, if they had had a sense of 
their own positions as agents of cultural change, and if 
they bad considered the idea of missionary adaptation to 
Indian culture as well as to the ideals and aims of Indian 
mission work, the process of change might have been 
different for both the Ojibway and the missionaries."*' 

*''Sister VI. Hermina [Fleischhacker] to Rev. J, B. Tcnnel-
ly, February 18, 1941, BCIM Papers. 

'"'Father Valerian Thelen to Father Tennellv, March 22, 
1945^ BGIM Papers. 

*' Sister Francis Mary Riggs, "'Attitudes of Missionary Sis­
ters Toward American Indian Acculturation, 25, Ph.D. thesis. 
Catholic University of America, 1967. 

THE ILLUSTRATIONS on pages 158, 164 (left), 167 (right). 
and 169 (bottom) are from the St. Benedict's Convent Archives 
at St .Joseph; the one on page 164 (right) is from the St. John's 
Abbey Archives, Collegevdle; all others are in the MHS audio­
visual library. 

A 1926 VIEW of the Benedictine buddings at White Earth from across Mission Lake 

'"^^V^^^Jj. 
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