














cent vears her son was not much taken with her
headgear. The same journalist reported that “he warns
her when she calls to see him at St. Thomas Military
Academy in St. Paul, which he attends, to leave the hat
in the car while she visits with the "bovs.”” The antique
earrings from all over the world™ that Nelle wore in her
pierced ears became a trademark, 1Her closets contained
numerous handbags., French gloves, and beautiful
hankies.™ Certainly Nelle was striking in her appear-
ance. Her bearing was regal, and even into her 70s she
kept a willowy hourglass figure.

In the first vears after World War 11, Nelle drove a
Lincoln Continental that had been purchased to ferry
customers to the inn. Later, she became known for her
flashy white Cadillac Eldorado. For Nelle, there was just
no second best.?!

Nelle died of cancer on December 22, 1970, in the
heart of her favorite season. She and Arthur had grected
their first guests at the Lowell Inn on a Christmas Day.
she liked to remind visitors. She reveled in the trappings
of the holidays, trimming the inn with joyous abandon.
The tree put up in the lobby the day after Thanksgiving
was traditionallv an immense flocked extravaganza on
which Nelle lavished mvriad baubles and balls,
ornamental birds, and imported music hoxes, each
“selected with as much care as another woman would
choose diamonds.” Christmas was the time when both
the inn and Nelle, who was most apt to be decked out in
a “hiphugging long white satin gown, slit up the side,”
were at their best,

Toward the end she became very fragile. Most of her
time was spent in the room she had taken after Arthur
died, a suite still furnished with her personal antiques.
She rarely came downstairs, and simple meals, often
including a banana cake she was fond of, were brought to
her room. A tribute paid her the week she died pointed
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out that “perhaps it is not so ironic that she died during
the season she loved best. Like Diamond Jim Brady,
who once said in the midst of a feast: "If you have to go,
what a time to go,” perhaps Nelle Palmer would have
said the same thing about Christmastime.” 2

The Lowell Inn remains in the Palmer family.
Arthur, Jr., and Maureen, with the help of most of their
nine children, are the present innkeepers, In 1959 it was
they who came up with the idea for the Matterhorn
Room, which honors Nelle's Swiss ancestry., Many of the
room's fine wood carvings were purchased that year
when the pair traveled in Switzerland. A master Swiss
carver subsequently spent more than two vears in Still-
water completing the room. Needless to sav. Nelle loved
it. %3

The vounger Palmers also commissioned the long,
narrow oval pastel and oil portrait of Nelle that hangs in
the inn's main lobby, Painted by artist Jerome Ryan, it is
the very essence of the elegant Nelle, the svelte, so-
phisticated hostess, her pencil in one hand, her reserva-
tions in the other — held off at a distance because she
was too proud to wear glasses.*

2 Neumeier, in Pioneer Press, March 24, 1946, magazine
sec.. p. 4.

2'Here and below, see Palmer interview, Mayv 16, 1979
Towne, in St. Paul Dispatch, December 28, 1970, sec. 2. p.
23.

# MeConnaughey interview, June 2, 1979; Towne, in St.
Paul Dispatch, December 28, 1970, sec. 2, p. 23,

FInterview with Arthur and Maureen Palmer, January 3,
1953, notes in possession of author,
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HPalmer interview, Mayv 16, 1979,

THE PHOTOGRAPHS on pages 210 and 211 are used through
the courtesy of Arthur and Maureen Paliner: all others are in
the MHS audio-visual library.
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