


year-old William N. Deramus I1I became president. and the
fourth era began. Deramus, unpopular with manyv employves,
reduced train frequency (but increased length and tonnage),
upgraded the property extensively. introduced data proces-
sing. and modernized the traffic control and communications
systems. He left the company in 1957 with one of the lowest
operating ratios in the nation.

The good times did not last long. As the Chicago Great
Western executives observed competitors strengthening their
positions via mergers. theyv agreed that the Corn Belt Route
had to find a partner. Efforts were made to merge with the
Katy, the Rock Island. the Soo Line, and the Frisco. before a
successful merger was concluded with the Chicago & North-
western in 1968, Professor Grant concludes that while this
maneuver worked out well for investors, it did not work well
for the Chicago Great Western emplovees. many of whom
were relocated or laid off, or the shippers. manv of whom saw
service deteriorate or disappear as the Chicago & Northwest-
ern abandoned about 75 per cent of the former Chicago Great
Westem trackage.

Minnesotans will find the carly part of the book particululy
jnteresting becausc it talks about the construction of carlv state
railroads such as the Minnesota & North Westeru, the Minne-
sota Central, the Winona & Southwestern, the Red \Wing &
lowa, and several others. In addition. A. B. Stickney was a
prominent Minnesotan, although he usually takes a back scat
to his friend Hill. When the focus of the book shitts to Chicago.
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Oclhwein. and Kunsas City after 1908 there is less Minnesota
material. but the Chicago Great Western continued to play an
important role in the state's cconomy until the 1968 merger.

Crant’s book is based on eatensive research in Chicago &
Northwestern corporate vecords, the Hill papers. and other
major railroad collections. Thorough use is made of newspaper
accounts from citics along the route of the Chicago Creat West-
ern. The author's broad knowledge of Amencan history allows
him to integrate the Chicago Great Western's story into the
context of national events, an accomplishment all too infre-
quently achieved by authors of corporate histories. The photo-
graphs avgment the text effectively and aye of good quality,
About the only weakness 1 can find in this book is the inade-
quacy of the maps — they are small. difficult ty read. and
frequentty do not contain the names of cities listed in the test.
Because 1 am a motive power “buff.” I would have preferred
more photographs of locometives (particularly the 2-8-2') and
a complete motive power roster, but that is probably an unfair
request. In summarv. The Corn Belt Route is a fine book. and
both the author and the publisher are to he commended for
their efforts.

Reviewed by Rogeny L. Fris. recently professor of history at
Lynchburg College. Virginia. and now dean ot Wilmineton
College in Ohio. He and L. P. Schrenk of Minncapolis have
written a series of volumes on the Northern Pacific. the first of
which will appear this fall.

HISTORIC Lifestyles in the Upper
Mississippi River Valley, edited by Joln
S. Woznjak (Lanham. Md., University
Press of America, 1983, 571 p.. $20.75.
paper, $34.00, librarv binding) is a
collection of 15 reports based on a
cultural and historical study of the area.
defined as the region from St. Louis to
Lake ltasca and “from bluff summit to
bluff summit within the vallev.” All
research was organized around three
themes: “River Transportation:
Movement of People, Goods. and
Ideas™ “Lifestvles: The River as a
Resource for The Good Life ™ and
"Commerce and Industry: A Working
River Valley.” Anthropologists,
historians, and a folklorst are among
the contributors. whose specific topics
range from railroads to religion and

from the Amish settlement of the arca
to industrialization and urbanization.
Readers may find the design of this
hook annoying, as the table of contents
does not list exact article titles or
authors. The collection is. however,
well indexed. Tt is part of the welcome
trend toward making solid rescarch
quickly available to the public in the
most imexpensive format possible.

A COMBINATION of essavs and
annotated lists of books and articles
constitutes Farm Women on the Pruirie
Fronticr: A Sourcebook for Cunada and
the United States, by Carol Fairbanks
and Sara Brooks Sundberg, The essavs
discuss early scttleraent on North
American grasslands, pioncer women

on the American and Canadian prairics.
and fictional perspectives on these
women. The annotated source lists are
divided into several categories. history
and background, women's fiction and
nonfiction wntings i the United States
and Canada. and literary backgrounds.
The inclusion of women rom both sides
of the border reflects the plavsible idea
that women's experiences in Canadian
and Amencan prairie settlement had
more simtlaritics than differences: the
inclusion of fiction makes
historiogeaphical seuse partly because
velatively little storical writing has
heen published ahout these people. so
fiction becomes an important source.
One thing that this book makes clear is
that much work remains to be done on
the lives of rural women in North
American history . Unpublished sourees.
such as those listed in Andrea Hinding's
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Woinen's History Sowrces, will provide
interested rescarchers with sume of the
means for [lling the gaps that Fairbanks
and Sundberg have here identified. The
illustrated 237-page hardcover book.
which has an index, was published in
1983 by Scarecrow Press in Mctuchen,
N.). It costs $17.50.

TBHE Norwegian-American Historical
Association has ventured into the
publication of historical fiction in the
latest volume of its Travel and
Description series. On Both Sides of the
Ocean: A Part of Per Hagen's Journey
(Northfield. 1984, 70 p.. hardcover,
$8.00 plus $1.00 for handling) was
discovered by cotranslator Kate Stafford
in the Creen Bay division of the State
Historical Society of Wisconsin. It is a
memoir in fictional form written in the
1890s by Peter Peterson from
Tvedestrand during his retirement in
Norway after years as a farmer and
businessman in Brown and Door
counties, Wisconsin. The helpful
introduction and notes are by the
translators. Stafford and Harald Naess.
The appealing. well-translated tale is
available from the Association, St. Olaf
College. Northfield, MN 55057.

THE UNIVERSITY of Toronto Press
has served historians well by publishing
A Reader's Guide to Canadian History.
Issued in two inexpensive paperbound
volumes, this 1982 bibliographic work
will be invaluable to specialists and will
introduce readers with a general
interest to a widce range of historical
Canadian studies. Volume 1, edited by
D. A. Muise, covers the period before
confederation in 1867, it contains 248
pages and costs $7.95. ] L. Granatstein
and Paul Stevens edited the second
volume, which covers the years from
1867 to the present in 321 pages for the
price of $8.95.

THE LEGAL trials and tribulations of
a Swedish-American newspaperman
are the subjcct of Lawrence
Hammerstrom's article, "The Swedish
American Publishing Company
Stockholders” Lawsuit against Swan J.
Turnblad,” which appeared in the
January. 1984, issuc of the
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Swedish-American Historical Quarterly.
For nearly a decade the Mimncapolis
publisher’s business transactions and
real estate dealings were the subject of
close serutiny. Former stockholders of
the Svenska Americanske Posten
charged Turnblad fiest with stock
misrepresentation, then with wrongful
appropriation of funds. The various suits
were eventually settled but not without
damage to the Turnblad image.
Hammerstrom reminds us that
Turnblad “has come down to us through
the years with a deserved reputation” as
a prominent citizen, publisher, and
philanthropist. but from information
gleaned in the trials he concludes that
in his dealings with stockholders, at
least, Tomblad “was indeed devious
and dissembling.

TREES are the focus of discussion and
the theme that unites topics that range
from the vovageurs to the difficulties of
managing federally designated
wilderness aveas such as the Boundary
Waters Canoe Area in Clifford and
Isabel Ahlgren's Lob Trees in the
Wilderness (Minneapolis, University of
Minnesota Press, 1984, 218 p., $29.50,
cloth, $12.95, paper). Lob trees — tall
pine or spruce with the crown lopped
off so that a bare spot separates top
branches from those below — served as
guideposts to fur traders and explorers
of the uncharted lake region along the
Minnesota-Ontario border. The anthors
concentrate on nine native trees,
around which thev center their
ecological history of haman activity in
the Quetico-Superior wilderness.

READERS of A Hevitage Deferred: The
German-Americans in Minnesota (1951)
will note with interest the publication of
A Special Relationship: Germany and
Minnesota, 1945-1985 (Moorhead.
Concordia College. 1983, 125 .,
$6.00). The second in a projected series
of three books to be compiled from
conferences sponsored by Concordia
College, A Special Relationship
includes chapters on a wide range of
subjects, from “The Image of the
German in Contemporary Minnesota™
and “The German Theological and
Liturgical Influcuce in Minnesota:

St. John's Abbey and the Liturgical

Revival” to an appendix on “The
Broader German/Swiss-Amencan
Relationship and Business in
Minnesota.” Not all chapters deal
specifically with the state: for example,
interested readers can delve into
articles on “The German Impact on
Modernism in Art” or “Current Issues
in German-American Relations.” The
book mav be ordered from Concordia
College in Moorhcad.

AUTHOR Paul C. Rosenblatt makes
novel use of manuscript sources in
Bitter, Bitter Tears. Nineteenth-
Century Diarists and Twentieth-
Century Grief Theories (Minneapolis,
University of Minnesota Press, 1983,
201 p.. $25.00 cloth. $12.95, paper).
Alter examining the reactions of 56
writers to the death or loss by
separation of loved ones. Roscoblatt
coneludes that despite the social and
cultural differences jn mourning
between the 19th and 20th centuries,
the emotional experience of
bereavement is similar. Included in the
book is a brief discussion of the
problems and rewards of using diaries
as source material: Can the researcher
believe evervthing that a writer
commits to paper and, conversely, what
important facts does the diarist choose
to omit? The bulk of the book. however,
deals with grief. grieving, and theorics
of grief work from a psvchologist's
perspective.

NEVER DONE: A History of American
Housework (New York, Pantheon
Books, 1982, 365 p.. $22.50) by Susan
Strasser examines the changes in how
housework has been performed by
American housewives, Although
Strasser’s discussion extends to both
colonial and modern times. its emphasis
lies in the vears after the Civil War and
before World War (1. Here, the author
explores how housework changed in
response to industrialization and the
resulting mass production and
distribution. Yet she challenges the
assumption that change in houschold
technologies ties only to
industrialization; by examining
advertisements and prescriptive
literature — primarily advice books —
she suggests a more complex analysis.



For her, changes in the work of
hiousewives mirror larger social
transformations — new ideas abowt
wamen's roles or expanded emploviment
opportunitics — as well as
industrialization.

Never Done is organized topically.
Each chapter discusses a different
aspect of housework: for example. food
production. laundry, domestic servints,
or marketing. Strasser provides highly
detailed accounts of how each aspect of
housework changed over time. The
book is well sllustrated with many
advertising graphics. photographs, and
plates from women's advice books and
magazines. Although the analvsis and
detatls get a little tedious. Strasser hay
pulled together a valuable encvelopedia
for persons studving household
technology.

Out to Work. & History of
Wage-Earning Women in the United
States (New York, Oxford University
Press, 1982, 400 p.. $19.95) by Alice
Kessler-Harris presents a meticulous!y
written account of Amcrican women's
movement into the paid labor force
from the colonial era to the [970s.
While providing rich detaii about how
this change occurred. Kessler-Harris is
concerned primarily with examining the
question of how wage work might alter
a woman's ability to “fit comfortably
into the home if she marvied.”™
Kessler-Harris explores how traditional
social attitudes about woman's proper
role respond to significant changes in
daily activities as more and more
women join the paid Jabor force.

Arranged chronologically. Out to
Work tells the story of working-class
women. Kessler-Harris excluded
professional women, agricultural
workers. housewives. and slave women,
citing the compleaity of the issues
necessary to an analvsis of their Jives
and the necessity for further rescarch.
She does. however, note racial and
ethme distinetions within the
working-class experience.

SISTER Ann Thomasine Sampsou ol
the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet
(CS)) in St. Paul has compiled a vaviety
of useful information about that arder
and about the family of Archbishop Jol
and Ellen (Mother Seraphine) Ireland,

Pat Caarder

One mimcographed booklet inchudes
information not only on “The Freland
Connection” but also “A Guide to
Places of CS] Historical Intevest in
Minnesota and North Dakota. ™ Other
pieces are a bibliography of publicatious
about the order’s St. Paul provinee and
a description of the oral history
collection Sister Ann Thomasine has
assembled. The material is available for
use in the MHS Reference Library or
by calling Sister Ann Thomasine at 612:
695-0337.

“AMERICA letters,” missives from
immigrants to briends and relatives in
the Old Country. give readers more
than the vicarions pleasure of reading
other people’s mail. They provide
immediate details of the lives of
individuals and clues to the experiences
of many others. Danes in North
America, edited by Frederick Hale, is a
fascinating collection of these letters.
Because the Dances spread throughout
the United States and lived in cities,
toswns, and rural arcas. the letters
reflect a rich variety of experiences.

Different chapters also address topics of

rehgion. politics. cthnic ideutity,
women's experiences, and
disillusionment with the new country.
The 256-page book has illustrations.
notes. and an index, and it is available
for $19.95 from the University of
Washington Press, Scattle, \WWA 95105,

THE LABOR Newspaper Preservation
Project. based at the University of
Brenmen, West Germany, has published
Essays on the Scundinavian-North
American Radical Press. 1850—1930s
{Bremen, 1984, 161 p.. paper). General
Editor Dirk Hoerder assembled a
collection of essavs on the Swedish-,
Danish-. Nonvegian-. and Finnish-
language radical press in the United
States and Canada. Of the seven
articles, all bul two bave been
published clsewhere, but those dewling
with the carly Danish immigrant
socialist press and Norwegian-American
socialist newspapers, especially ¥,
Mengshoel's Gaa Paallolkets R st
(published in Minneapolis, 190-1-19251
ACC NeAw.

Editor Hoerder explains the intent

of the project. “to provide a
comprehensive survey of non-
English-language Tabor wad radical
perindicals of the United States and
Canada published for and by
immigrants.” in a bricf forexord. He
uses the afternwvord to point out the
apportunity for comparative studies

of ethme groups provided by
Seandinavians and Finns. Among the
questions he raises are whether the
radical press enconraged nurrow
nationalism or “a cavtioys integration of
cthnic identitics and furthered a
common Scandinavian-North American
acculturation,” and what connections
existed between labor movements in
Scancdinavia and Finland and
Scandinavian/Finnish-American radical
activities.

But this small volume is only the
beginning. Specialists for cach
Scandinavian country and Finland have
prepared annotated hibliographics of
the press for their groups, to be
published in 1984. Other scholars using
the project’s materials have studies
forthcoming on inbra-Euwropean
migration and return migration from
North America and on immigraut labor
militanev in North America. For more
information on the project and on how
to order the book, write the editor at
Facbhereich 10. Postfach 330 440,
D-2800 Bremen, West Germany, A
copy is available for use in the MHS
reference library .

F. DONALD LOGAN's The Vikings in
History uses a lively winting stvle to
lend a new perspective to English-
language historiography about the
Vikings and thewr vole in Ewropean and
world history. He raises questions about
the perennial focus on Viking violence.,
identifies the “fabse dichotomy”
inherent in the question: " The Vikings
traders or pirates?

. and suggests
that climatic and demographic changes
may provide some ideas about the
origing of the Viking age. Professor
Logan gives short shrift to claims of
authenticity for the Kensington rune
stone, further noting thar the stone
“spavwned other discoveries in the
Minunesota region: one feared for a
while that such “discoveres wmight
evenmually outnumber the fakes of that
heautiful state.™ He goes on to say that
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some so-called Norse halberds found in
the Great Lakes arca have been
identified as late-19th-century tobacco
cutters distributed by the American
Tobacco Company to promote Battle-Ax
Plug Tobaceo. The chapter on the
Vikings and the New World is only one
of eight. however; Logan also examines
the early Viking impact on the British
Isles, their North Atlantic journeys, the
Danes in the south and in England. and
the Swedes in Rus and Byzantium. The
224-page hardcover book has maps,
illustrations, and tables, as well as an
index. Published in 1953, it may be
ordered from Barnes and Noble Books
in Totowa, N.]J., for $23.50.

SOCIAL Action Collections at the Siate
Historical Society of Wisconsin: A
Guide by Menzi L. Behrnd-KJodt and
Carolyn J. Mattern (Madison, 1883, 158
p., $12.00) contains over 450 entries
describing manuseript collections held
by that societv. These entries
“document. across a wide range of
individuals and organizations, the
history of grassroots struggles against
perceived social injustices ov for
fundamental social change.” The Cuide
demonstrates SHSW's efforts to
document at a national level the civil
rights movement. particularly as it was
embodied in the papers of civil rights
workers operating in the South during
the early 1960s, and the anti-Vietnam
War movement of the late 1960s and
early 1970s, as well as various other
reforim movements. The Guide should
be of value to anvone working in the
field of social reform or social action
during the 20th century as it also lists
many collections relating to radicalism,
organized labor, the women's
movement. and socialism. Of particular
interest to Minnesotans are the records
of the Civil Rights Defense Committee,
which was formed in 1941 and
unsuccessfully fought the conviction of
18 members of Minneapolis Teamster
Local 544. Records of the Socialist
Workers party also contain information
from the Minneapolis office of that
party, and the Chester K. Johnson
papers have both SWP material and
information on other Minncapolis labor
groups. The Guide includes an
extensive index (50 pages) and a brief
though informative itroduction by
Sarah Cooper outlining the history of
the collection. Richard Cameron
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THE LATEST in the State Historical
Socicty of Wisconsin series of booklets
on the state’s peoples is Frederick
Hale's Swedes in Wisconsin (Madison.
1983, $2.00). In 32 well-written pages it
tells the reader some of the hasics about
ploneer immigration. frontier life,
reasons for leaving Sweden, the
founding of Pepin County's Stockholm,
immigrant involvement in the Civil
War, state recruitment efforts, relations
with members of other groups.
settlement patterns, occupations,
women's roles, religion, assimilation,
po]itic& the impact of World War 1, and
an assessment of the Swedish place in
the Wisconsin mosaic. Despite the
brevity of the treatiment, the author
makes good usc of the telling detail, as
in the account of Gustaf Unonius, his
pioneer privations exacerbated by
having run out of snuff. He was. Hale
reports, forced “to cure his own on the
stove using low-quality pipe tobacco
which he ground up. mixed with
potash, and fermented in a tightly
sealed container.” The photos are also
an attractive and tantalizing assortment
ol images of life. school, and work in
Swedish Wisconsin There is a
bibliograpy, but no index.

THERE have long been arguments
about the origins and uses of the thou-
sands of stone circles, commonly called
“tipi rings,” in the northern plains.
Systematic excavation and studies of
these curious stone outlines has been
limited. The State Histarical Society of
Narth Dakota has funded a broadly
based study of these features, begun by
Ethos Consultants Ltd. of Medicine
Hat, Alberta, Canada, in May, 1981.
Their major goals were to compile data
on stone-circle excavations in North
Dakota and the northern plains; to
assess this information for the develop-
ment of hypotheses on stone-circle
function and attributes; to evaluate ex-
cavation data and the hypotheses based
on previous excavations; and to formu-
late specific recommendations to test
the hypotheses generated by this proj-
ect and recommend the most efficient
and economical methods for obtaining
such data.

A modestly titled report, Stone Cir-
cles: A Review Appraisal And Future
Directions (Bismarck, State Historical
Society of North Dakata, Division of
Archeology and Historic Preservation,
1984, xii. 183 p., paper, $5.00 plus
$1.00 postage) by J. Michael Quigg and
John H. Brumley presents their find-

ings. They bave undertaken an exhaus-
tive initial study. “Stone circle studies,
to date,” they conclude, “have been
largely exploratory in nature; that is,
they attempted simply to understand
what stone circles and stone circle sites
are and what cultural data potential
they can and do have.” Anyone inter-
ested in the prehistory and archaeology
of the northern Great Plains region
would do well to examine this report.
Alen R. Woolworth

THE THIRD ANNUAL publication of
Upper Midwest History, edited at the
University of Minnesota, Duluth, by
Roy O. Hoover and Neil T. Storch, con-
tains three articles on “northland” sub-
jects. The 40-page lead article, includ-
ing 11 pages of illustrations and three of
end notes, is entitled “Welfare on Min-
nesota’s Iron Range.” For this account,
author Clarke A. Chambers, professor
of history at the University of Minne-
sota, Minneapolis, has substantially re-
vised a paper he did in the mid-1960s.
He also acknowledges drawing on two
other papers on Iron Range subjects by
colleagues Timothy L. Smith and
Hyman Berman. Typescripts of all
three papers are on deposit at the Min-
nesota Historical Society.

The other two articles in the Upper
Midwest History magazine are “The
Crane Lake Issue in the Establishment
of Voyageurs National Park,” by Fred
T. Witzig, a professor of geography at
the University of Minnesota, Duluth,
and “The Agricultural Frontier in Man-
itoba: Changing Perceptions of the Re-
source Value of Prairie and Woodland,’
by Jarnes M. Richtik, professor of geog-
raphy at the University of Winbjpeg.

)

IMMIGRANTS In The Valley: Irish,
Germans, and Americans in the Upper
Mississippi Country, 1830-1860 (Chi-
cago, Nelson-Hall, 1984, 258 p.,
$35.95) by Mark Wyman emphasizes
events in linojs, but includes settle-
ment in Minnesota, Wisconsin, lowa,
and Missouri. Wyman focoses attention
on the interplay and conflicts arising
from diverse religious and cultural
backgrounds of the immigrants. A sub-
stantial bibliography and a helpful
index enhance the usefulness of this
well-illustrated book. Sources include
Irish and German journals and news-
papers, letters, diaries, reminiscences,
and local church records as well as
monographs. Due to the 18301860
time span, there is less on Minnesota
than the reader might have hoped for.
Kate Harrie
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