























rugs, and patchwork quilts. This infor-
mation is tuken alimost entively hrom in-
terviews with hving craftspeople.
Circle of Life was a monnumental
job. as the list ot lenders to the cxhibi-
tion proves. L hope that next time an
exhibition like this is nndertaken. the
subject will be treated with as much

sensitivity Carolin Gilman

FOR A BOOKLET. The Last Years of
Sitting Bull (Bismarck, State Historical
Society of North Dakota, 1954, 60
pages). Herbert C. Hoover. professor
of history at the University of South Da-
kota. has contributed an excellent hrief
biography and assessment of the faned
Hlmlq‘nlpa Dakota leader in an opening
section entitled "Sitting Bull. The
Image of a Great Man.” ™ Hoover con-
cludes: “From his initial appearance as
a militury leader in the 1850' to some
point bevand his lifetime in the twen-
tieth century, he made a mark and
created a legacy that clearly merits his
designation as ‘great man’ in both Ca-
nadian and United States history.”

Robert C. Hollow, curator of collec-
tions at the North Dakota socicty, also
has an able, short essay in the booklet
on "The Sionx Ghost Dance of 1890 7
The booklet was given free to people
who visited a temporary exhibit of the
same name last summer at the center.
Plans call for the booklet to be re-
printed and sold at a modest price vet
to be determined. It includes many il-
lustrations. particularly of Sitting Bull
artifacts shown in the exhibit.

THE SINTH VOLUME., entitled The
End of an Era (Garden City, N.Y |
Doubleday, 1954, 496 p.. $39.95), con-
cludes an important series of books cov-
ering the Civil War pictorially under
the general title, The Image of War:
15861-1565. As in other volumes of the
series, the Jast one combines essays by
Civil War experts with maore than 650
photographs, many never reproduced
hetore. More than 4,000 illustrations
are reproduced in the six volumes from
an immense collection assembled be-
fore publication by Editor William C.
Davis and others of the Nutional His-
torical Society who put the series to-
gether,

The final volume begins with a long
chapter on “The Modern Army. " with
text by Russell F. Weigley and many
photographs of guns und ammunition.
Other themes include Rear Admiral
David F. Farragut's victory in 1564 at
Mobhile Bayv, Major General William T,
Sherman's fumed “ March to the Sea”
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from Atlanta to Savannah, the lengthy
sieae of Petershurg, Virginia, and the
consequent fight for Richmond. A
chapter called "The “Late Unpleasant-
ness  winds the story up through Lin-
coli’s death and what happened to
some soldiers after the war.

A mussive company history with wan in-
teresting Minnesota connection is Joln
Decre’s Company., A History of Decre
and Conmpany and Its Times (New York,
Doubleday. 1954, 895 p., $24.95) In
Wayne G. Broehl, Jr. The author had
access to company archives and offi-
cials. and the result is a well-bulunced.
scholarly, and objective account of the
company’s evolution from its 1837 he-
ginnings as a manufacturer of steel
“ploughs” to its present position as the
world's largest producer of agricultural
machinery.

Charles C. Webber is the Minne-
sota connection. Webber became man-
ager of Deere’s Minneapolis branch in
15883, a position he held until his death
in 1944. Broehl's ook also shows him
traveling frequently to the firm’s Mo-
line. linois, headquarters in his role as
a company director actively involved in
its general management for more than
58 vears—vears during which Minne-
apolis became one of the world's largest
distribution centers for farm equip-
ment. while the Deere company
evolved from a “small set of loosely knit
factories and branches” into an inte-
grated modern business,

John Deere’s Company provides a
nicely balanced presentation of changes
in technology . finances, labor, and
management practices. The book's
value is further enhanced with a wide
range of illustrations, some in color,
and nearly 90 pages of uppendixes, bib-
liographic notes. footnotes, and index.

John M. Wickre

WINTER campers. sports activists,

and summer vacation dreamers will
welcome [im Umhoefer's All Season
Guide to Minnesota's Parks, Cunoc
Routes. and Trails (Madison, Wis.,
Northword, 1954, 104 p.. $9.95). The
comprehensive guide has clear maps,
text, and photographs taken by the an-
thor for 69 park and recreation areas,
20 canve routes, and nine biking and
hiking trails. The text combines some
historical vignettes with up-to-date in-
formation on what to see and do in Min-
nesota’s “fine park svstem.” The book is
available postpaid from the publisher,
P.O. Box 5634, Madison. Wisconsin
53705.

CONTRARY to popular stereotypes,
there is no population more individua-
listic than the old. That helps explain
why Essential Gifts: An Anthology of
Weiting by Older Adults (St. Paul,
1954. 77 p.. $6.00} contains so much
rich diversity. The essavs. poems, and
memoirs in this book are n older
adults in Minnesota and were written
under the tutelage of CONPAS writers
Carol Bly. Patricia Hampl. Deborah
Keenan, and Nancy Paddock.
(COMPAS published the book, and
each of these writers contributed an
essay, |}

The writings range from gentle
childhood reminiscences of life in a
Jewish kosher household te candid rev-
elations of & parent’s marriage. Irom
funny little odes on forgetting to a
woman's soaring sense of self in the
wake of a divorce, from a folk tale with
a serious message to a poem whose
brevity in no way diminishes the sense
of terror of a woman facing serious ill-
ness.

There are essays on life in Europe
and emigration to America. an angry
poem on strip mining, a gently humor-
ous picee on hospitals, tales of lumber-
jacking, and a polemic (the author savs
she is “full of threats”) on the possibil-
ity of nuclear annihilation. Despair is
transformed into faith in the magical
story “Dad and the Buddha™: a hilari-
ous account is given of the brief life of a
captive pickerel in "Clarence” and a
woman tells of her new beginnings in
love and purpose in “An Original De-
sign.”

Anne Merriam, to whom this book
is dedicated, wauld have loved Essen-
tial Gifts. Like her. it is full of uncom-
mon wisdom, elfin wit, indomitable
vouth, an unbending sense of justice
and compassion, and an abiding love of
language. Merriam, editor and gadflv,
some of whose all-too-rare words grace
the dedication page, died in October.
1983, at the age of 539: gifts from her
friends helped muake the publication of
this book possible.

Vireinia L. Meartin

THE NORTHERN Great Plains His-
tory Conference. to be held in Moor-
head, Minnesota, October 3-5, 1985,
invites proposals for papers and ses-
sions in all areas of history. Send a brief
deseription of your paper or session to
David B. Danbom, Program Chair-
man, Northern Great Plains History
Conference, Department of History,
North Dakota State University, Fargo,
North Dakota 38105, by April 1, 1985,
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