














'NEWS & NOTES 

A FARM PROTEST movement during 
the Great Depression ofthe 1930s is re­
called in Holiday: Minnesotans Re­
member the Farmers' Holiday Associa­
tion, edited by David Nass, xx'ith a 
foreword by Lyndon Johnson (Mar­
shall, Minn., Plains Press, 1984, 
$5.95). Twenty-one informants xvlio 
participated in an oral history project 
conducted by Southwest State Univer­
sity (Marshall) and supported by the 
Minnesota Historical Society give per­
spectives on the protest against loxv 
prices for farm products and mortgage 
foreclosures. Peaking in the waning 
days of Herbert Hoover's administra­
tion and the early days of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt's presidency, the movement 
in Minnesota was strongest in the 
southwestern and xvest-central re.gions. 
The informants describe stirring scenes 
during this troubled period as farmers 
halted trucks hauling products to mar­
ket, massed at auctions to bid pennies 
for distressed farmers' possessions, and 
crowded into courtliouses to halt fore­
closure proceedings. Although most of 
the informants are farmers, perspec­
tives on the movement are broadened 
by inclusion of a representative of an in­
surance company that held farm mort­
gages, a veterinarian, a newspaper edi­
tor, a county attorney, and a city clerk. 
Photographs complement the vivid nar­
ratives. The book also has a bibliogra­
phy, a chronology, and an index. 

GREEN ISLE: Feeding the World: 
Farming for the Banker by Ken Meter, 
a 58-page booklet produced from an in­
cisive series of oral histories gathered 
between 1978 and 1983 among dairy 
farmers in the Arlington area of Sibley 
County, examines the xvorst depression 
that is being weathered by Minnesota 
farmers since 1932, It argues that dairy 
prices are well beloxx' the cost of pro­
duction; the farm community is no 
longer its oxvn source of credit; and eco­
nomic and political pressures are depop­
ulating the countryside. The price of 
land is higher than what that acreage 
can produce, exerting increasing 
strains on farm family life and concen­

trating land ownership into larger 
farms. Farm depressions, the booklet 
reminds us, precede more widespread 
economic panics that engulf the larger 
society. 

Meter has woven excerpts from a 
number of interx'iews into a compelling 
glimpse of one of Minnesota's and the 
nation s major contemporary economic 
and social problems. "In only thirty 
years, " he xvrites, "the United States 
government—over both Democratic 
and Republican leadership—has dis­
mantled this self-reliant rural economy. 
. . . This has been accomplished by 
holding grain prices loxv in a conscious 
effort to force farmers off the land, to 
become laborers in the city. " This is an 
e.xcellent example of liow a study of a 
local area, through oral history, can il­
luminate a national pattern. Green Isle 
is available from Crossroads Resource 
Center, P.O. Box 7423, Minneapolis, 
Minn. 55407. RusseU W. Fridley 

A COLORFUL MAP by Rene Durand 
augments the text of his brother Paul 
C. Durand's book entitled Ta-Kti-Wa-
Kan-Ti-Pi: "Dwelling Place ofthe 
Gods. Written in tlie form of a glos­
sary, the 31-page text explains the orig­
inal names assigned by the Dakota In­
dians to geographic features in the 
Twin Cities area in the era before xvhite 
settlement began. The names are listed 
in phonetic English, foflowed by a lit­
eral translation and then its connota­
tion; for example, "Hu-Pa-Hu Sa" 
means "wing " and "red "—noxv Red 
Wing. Both the booklet ($7.,50) and the 
map ($9.00) may be ordered from the 
author at 1534rRed Oaks Road, Prior 
Lake, Minn. 5,5372. There is a $3.00 
postage charge. 

THE SEEMINGLY endless fascination 
with the story of Minnesota's F. Scott 
Fitzgerafd takes a new txvist in James 
R. Mellow's well-xvritten biography. 
Invented Lives: F. Scott and Zelda FUz-
g(?rflW (Nexv York, Houghton Mifflin 
Co., 1984, .569 p . , $22.,50), This dual bi­
ography traces much ground familiar to 
Fitzgerald aficionados, but the ;iiithor 

adds significant information on their re­
lationship with a quantity of private 
correspondence. The rise and fall of 
this fiterary couple seems to mirror 
American society in the 1920s and 
1930s, according to the author. The 
counterpoint is exemplified in Scott's 
words: "There is simply too much ofthe 
past between us, " and Zelda's echo, 
"Nothing could have survived our 
life." 

AN EXHIBITION sponsored joiiidx- In 
the St. Louis County Historical Soci­
ety, the Chisholm Museum, and tlie 
Duluth Art Institute has produced a 
catalog entitled Circle of Life: Cultural 
Continuity in Ojibwe Crafts (Duluth, 
1984, 187 p . , .$6.42, including tax). 
Written by the exhibit's curator, Edna 
Carte ofthe art history facultx- at the 
University of Minnesota-Duluth, and 
published by the exhibition's sponsors, 
the book is a valuable record ofthe con­
tents of a too-short-lixed exhibition. 

Circle of Life is a sincere at tempt to 
give us a nonethnocentric interpreta­
tion of Ojibxvay crafts. Carte treats 
Ojibxvay art as a continuum, emphasiz­
ing the persistence of tradition. She not 
only resists the temptation to trace tlie 
"Europeanizing of Ojibxvax- art in the 
20th century, but criticizes our motix'a-
tion for doing so. She quotes the storx-
of an Indian artist vx'ho, chastised bx- a 
xvhite visitor for using the "un-Indian" 
design of a beaver on a quillxvork box, 
xvondered, "I don't see xxhat isn't In­
dian about a beaxer. Is a beaver a xx'hite 
man?" The story eloquentlx' reflects the 
pressures on 20th-century Indian art­
ists to live up to an idealized xvhite viexv 
of xvhat Indian art "ought" to be like. 

Carte has made an effort to seek out 
and report Ojibxvay artists' own inter­
pretations of their xvork. Though she 
has not undertaken extensive ethno-
.graphic fieldxvork, her interviexvs xvith 
Ojibxx'ay artists haxe clearlx- shaped the 
book's interpretations. The most useful 
passages are those in xvhich she dis­
cusses techniques and media diat have 
increased in popularity since the 1920s, 
such as black-ash basketrx-, hooked 
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rugs, and patchwork (piilts. This infor­
mation is tiiken almost entirelx' fiom iii-
terxiexvs with lix m g craftspeople. 

Circle of Life was a moiuuiiental 
job. as the list of lenders to the exhibi­
tion proxes. I hope that next time an 

xhibition like this is undertaken, the ex 
s 
sens 

c.xmuiiKHi iiKe LUIS IS (URiei laheii. iu(.' 
subject will be treated xvitii as much 
sensitivitx. Carolyn Gilman 

FOR A BOOKLET, The Last Years of 
Sitting Bull (Bismarck, State Historical 
Society of North Dakota. 1984, 60 
pages), Herbert C. Hooxer, professor 
of history at the University of South Da­
kota, lias contributed an excellent brief 
biography and assessment of the famed 
Hunkpapa Dakota leader in an opening 
section entitled "Sitting Bull: The 
Image of a "Great Man. ' Hooxer con­
cludes: "From his initial appearance as 
a military leader in the 1850's to some 
point beyond his lifetime in the txxen-
tieth centurx-, he made a mark and 
created a legacx- that clearlx- merits his 
designation as 'great man' in both Ca­
nadian and United States history." 

Robert C. Holloxv, curator of collec­
tions at the Nortii Dakota societx, also 
has an able, short essay in the booklet 
on "The Sioux Ghost Dance of 1890. " 
The booklet was gixen free to people 
who visited a temporary exhibit ofthe 
same name last summer at the center. 
Plans call for the booklet to be re­
printed and sold at a modest price yet 
to be determined. It includes many il­
lustrations, particularly of Sitting Bull 
artifacts shoxvn in the exhibit. 

THE SIXTH VOLUME, entitled The 
End of an Era (Garden Citv, N.Y., 
Doubleday, 1984, 496 p . , .$:39.95), con­
cludes an important series of books cox­
ering the Cixil War pictoriallx- under 
the general title. The Image of War: 
1861-1865. As in other volumes ofthe 
series, the last one combines essays bx-
Civil War experts with more than 650 
photographs, manx' nexer reproduced 
before. More than 4,000 illustrations 
are reproduced in the six volumes from 
an immense collection assembled be­
fore publication liy Editor William C. 
Davis and others ofthe National His­
torical Society who put the series to­
gether. 

The final volume begins witb a long 
chapter on "The Modern Army, xx'ith 
text by Russell F. Weigley and many 
photographs of guns and ammunition. 
Other themes include Rear Admiral 
David F. Farragut's xictorx in 1864 at 
Mobile Bax , Major General William T. 
Sherman s famed "March to the Sea 

from .Adanta to Savannah, the lengthx 
siege of Petersburg, \'irginia, and the 
consequent fight for Richmond. ,A 
chapter called "The 'Late Unpleasant­
ness " xvinds the story up through Lin­
coln's death and what happened to 
some soldiers after the xvar. 

.\ iiiassixe companx historx xxith an in­
teresting Minnesota connection is John 
Deere s Company, .A History of Deere 
and Company und Its Times (Nexv York, 
Doubled;iy, 1984, 895 p . , $24.95) bx 
Wayne G. Broehl, Jr. The author had 
access to companx archives and ofli-
cials, and the result is a xxell-balanced, 
scholarly, and objectix c account ofthe 
companx s exolution from its 1837 be­
ginnings as a manufacturer of steel 
"ploughs" to its present position as the 
xvorld's largest producer of agricultural 
machinerx'. 

Charles C. Webber is the Minne­
sota connection. Webber became man­
ager of Deere's Minneapolis branch in 
1883, a position he held until his death 
in 1944. Broelils hook also shoxx'S him 
traveling frequently to the firm s Nhi-
line, Illinois, headquarters in his role as 
a company director actively involved in 
its general management for more than 
.58 years—years during xx-hich Minne­
apolis became one of the xx'orld's largest 
distribution centers for farm equip­
ment, xvhile the Deere company 
evolved from a "small set of loosely knit 
factories and branches into an inte­
grated modern business. 

John Deere s Company provides a 
nicely balanced presentation of changes 
in technology, finances, lalior, and 
management practices. The book s 
value is further enhanced with a xvide 
range of illustrations, some in color, 
and nearly 90 pages of appendixes, bib­
liographic notes, footnotes, and index. 

John M. Wickre 

WINTER campers, sports activists, 
and summer vacation dreamers xvill 
welcome Jim Umhoefer's All Season 
Guide to Minnesota's Parks, Canoe 
Routes, and Trails (Madison, Wis., 
Northword, 1984, 104 p . , $9.9,5). The 
comprehensixe guide has clear maps, 
text, and pliotographs taken liy the au­
thor for 69 park and recreation areas, 
20 canoe routes, and nine hiking and 
hiking trails. The text combines some 
historical vignettes with up-to-date in­
formation on xx'hat to see and do in Min­
nesota's ""fine park system." The book is 
available postpaid from the publisher, 
P.O. Box .56,34, Madison, Wisconsin 
.53705. 

CONTRARY to popular stereotypes, 
there is no population more individua­
listic than the old. That helps explain 
why Essential Gifts: An Anthology of 
Writing by Older Adults (St. Paul, 
1984, 77 p . , $6.00) contains so much 
rich diversitx'. The essaxs. poems, and 
memoirs in this book are In older 
adults in .Minnesota and xvere written 
under the tutelage of CO.MP.AS xxriters 
Carol Blv, Patricia Hampl, Deborah 
Keenan, and Nancy Paddock. 
(COMPAS published the book, and 
each of these xx'riters contributed an 
essay.) 

The xvritings range from gentle 
childhood reminiscences of life in a 
Jexvish kosher household to candid rev­
elations of a parent's niarriage, from 
funny little odes on forgetting to a 
xx'oman s soaring sense of self in the 
xvake of a divorce, from a folk tale xvith 
a serious message to a poem whose 
brevitx' in no xvay diminishes the sense 
of terror of a woman facing serious ill­
ness. 

There are essays on life in Europe 
and emigration to America, an angrx 
poem on strip mining, a gently humor­
ous piece on hospitals, tales of lumber-
jacking, and a polemic (the author says 
she is "full of threats") on the possibil­
ity of nuclear annihilation. Despair is 
transftirmed into faith in the magical 
story "Dad and the Buddha ; a liilari-
ous account is given ofthe brief life ot a 
captive pickerel in "Clarence' ; and a 
xvoman tefls ot her new beginnings in 
love and purpose in ""An Original De­
sign." 

Anne Merriam, to xx'hom this book 
is dedicated, xvould have loxed Essen­
tial Gifts. Like her, it is fufl of uncom­
mon xvisdom, elfin xx-it, indomitable 
youth, an unbending sense of justice 
and compassion, and an abiding love of 
language. .Merriam, editor and gadfly, 
some of xx'hose all-too-rare xvords grace 
the dedication page, died in October, 
1983, at the age of 59; gifts from her 
friends helped make the publication of 
this book possible. 

Virginia L. Maiiin 

THE NORTHERN Great Plains His­
tory Conference, to be held in Moor­
head, Minnesota, October 3-5, 1985, 
invites proposals for papers and ses­
sions in all areas of history. Send a brief 
description of your paper or session to 
David B. Danbom, Program Chair­
man, Northern Great Plains History 
Conference, Depar tment of History, 
North Dakota State University, Fargo, 
North Dakota 58105, by April 1, 1985. 
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