
















Productions, 1985, 120 p., hard 
cover, $24.95, paper, $15.95) helps to 
redress the problem. Handsomely 
illustrated with more than 150 
draxvings and maps by David 
Christofferson, this nicely designed 
book offers a mini-history of the fur 
trade and then focuses on the 
materials of the trade, its accidents, 
foods and drinks, and sites in both 
Canada and the United States. The 
volume benefits from author 
Wheeler's long association with the 
trade as associate director of the MHS 
and as codirector of the Quetico-
Superior Underwater Research 
Project. Copies may be obtained from 
Wheeler Productions, 2183 Payne 
Ave., St. Paul, Minn. 55117. 

LOOKING at a map of North 
America one is struck by the number 
and variety of place names on the 
land. The origins of these names have 
long been part of the study of the 
history and geography of the 
continent. Otto Robert Landelius' 
Swedish Place-Names in North 
America (Carbondale, Southern 
Ilfinois University Press, 1985, 372 p. , 
$24.95) introduces us to those place 
names in the United States and 
Canada that originate from pre­
existing place names in Sweden, from 
Swedish people, or from Swedish 
culture. Over 1,000 such names are 
listed, many with detailed 
explanations of their origins. The 
Upper Midwest is strongly 
represented — particularly Minnesota 
with over 300 places noted, more 
than any other state or province. 
Other regions xvith a high frequency 
of Swedish place names are the mid-
Atlantic states, the Pacific Northwest, 
and Alaska. In addition to being a 
useful reference tool, the work is also 
enjoyable in its own right. The 
chapters are well documented, there 
is an extensive and useful 
bibliography, and it is carefully 
indexed. Jon Walstrom 

AUTHENTIC Ojibway oral 
narratives, told by Maude Kegg of 
the Mille Lacs Indian Reservation at 
Vineland, are faithfully transcribed in 
Nookomis Gaa-inaajimotawid/What 
My Grandmother Told Me 
(Minnesota Archaeological Society, 
Occasional Publications in Minnesota 
Anthropology No. 11, 1983, 151 p., 
$9.25). Editor John D. Nichols, who 
has worked with Kegg since 1970, has 
dix'ided the texts into sections entitled 
"Stories of Long Ago," "The 

Chippexva and the Sioux," "Stories of 
Places," and "The Way Things Used 
to Be." Stories appear in the English 
and Ojibwax' languages, and the 
editor has appended a glossary and 
notes that xvill be helpful to linguists. 

These stories are a valuable 
resource for linguists, anthropologists, 
folklorists, historians, and all those 
interested in Ojibway history, 
language, and culture. Unlike many 
collections of ethnic stories or 
folktales, these narratives are not 
edited or doctored up for easy 
reading; they are stories as storytellers 
tell them. As such, the texts teach 
two lessons. They offer information 
on the daily round of Ojibway life, 
but they also yield insights into the 
form, structure, and language of a 
story. Finally, Nookomis Gaa-
inaajimotawid also helps document 
and preserve part of the repertoire of 
Kegg, 77 years old at the time of 
publication. The book may be 
ordered from the Indian Studies 
Program, Bemidji State University, 
Bemidji 56601. 

FOLLOWING on the heels of 
Minnesota History's publication of 
Gary Phelps' article, "The Eugenics 
Crusade of Charles Fremont Dight" 
(Fafi, 1984), The New Yorker has 
pviblished a four-part series by Daniel 
J. Kevles entitled "Annals of 
Eugenics." The article appeared in 
issues of October 8, 15, 22, and 29. 
The lengthy piece (263 pages) is 
particularly strong in explaining the 
status of scientific knowledge (or 
ignorance) informing eugenics 
discussions from the last half of the 
19th century to the present. Although 
"eugenics" is passe, the threads of the 
past are found in present debates 
taking place around new discoveries, 
experiments, and possibilities in 
biology and genetics. They occur 
around the role of the state in 
reproductive choice, zero population 
growth, recombinant DNA, cloning, 
in vitro fertilization, the heritability 
of criminality, surrogate motherhood, 
the controversial conclusions of 
Arthur B. Jensen and ideas of 
William Shockley. 

The New Yorker series also gives 
extensix'e background on the social, 
demographic, and religious contexts 
in which eugenics activity waxed and 
waned, especially in Great Britain 
and the United States, and discusses 
the mox'ement's relationships to 
racism and nationalism (especially vis­
a-vis Jews in Germany and blacks in 

America). It provides interesting 
biographical material on the leading 
proponents and opponents of various 
eugenics positions. 

Minnesota's Dight Institute is 
mentioned in the last of the series. 
"Reform eugenics, in its efforts to 
encourage the use of genetics for 
medical purposes and to improve the 
biological quality of human 
populations, had helped bring about 
the establishment of facilities devoted 
explicitly to genetic advisory 
services. . . The second [such 
clinic in the United States] was 
probably the Dight Institute." The 
author credits Sheldon Reed, the 
institute's director from 1947-1977, 
with inventing the term "genetic 
counselling" to describe what others 
sometimes called "genetic hygiene." 

THE THIRD and last of a series of 
books compiled from conferences 
sponsored by Concordia Cofiege at 
Moorhead is A Heritage Fulfilled: 
German-Americans (Moorhead, 1984, 
237 p., paper, $6.00). In the 
introduction, editor Clarence A. 
Glasrud points out that the title is not 
meant to imply that the heritage of 
German Americans is completed or 
achiex'ed, adding that "research and 
publication on German 
immigration . is only getting 
underway at the present time." The 
topics covered in this volume advance 
the scholarship. They include German 
contributions to New World 
discovery, science, and literature; 
German nexx'spapers, banking, clubs, 
and social organizations; Germans in 
the Civfi War, in the priesthood, and 
in the Lutheran church; German 
Jews in Minnesota; an immigrant 
frontier family; genealogical research; 
and German immigration to the 
United States as social protest. The 
book is annotated and indexed, and 
embellished bv manv ifiustrations. 

UNDER the general editorship of 
James H. Madison and Thomas J. 
Schlereth, the Indiana University 
Press announces a new publication 
series, Midwestern History and 
Culture. The editors plan to publish 
important new writings in the fields 
of history, American studies, folklore, 
geography, architecture, and 
literature, focusing primarfiy on the 
Old Northxvest but also defining the 
region's geographical boundaries in 
nexv ways. Inquiries are invited. 
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