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paper editor is quoted in the Minneapolis Tribune for April 29.
In the St. Paul Daily News for May 6 is a review by J. A. Peter-
son of two interesting political contests in which Nelson partici-
pated, the congressional struggle of 1882, and the senatorial
election of 1895.

A number of interesting events occurred in Minnesota one
hundred years ago and thus the present year affords an oppor-
tunity for the people of the state to celebrate centenaries. One
of these, the one-hundredth anniversary of the arrival of the
first steamboat at Fort St. Anthony, now Fort Snelling, in May,
1823, is commemorated in feature articles published by a num-
ber of Twin City newspapers. Jay W. Ludden, in the St. Paul
Pioneer Press for May 6, describes the * Virginia,” the little
vessel which accomplished this feat, and presents a brief résumé
of the subsequent growth and decline of steamboat traffic on the
Mississippi River. The details of the journey northward and
the difficulties encountered by the “ Virginia” in crossing the
rapids at Rock Island are emphasized in the article in the Min-
neapolis Tribune for May 6. The Minneapolis Journal for May
13 prints a narrative from the reminiscences of Captain Stephen
B. Hanks (see ante, 4:292) which includes stories of the days
when rivermen “ believed in taking chances” to win a race or
to weather a storm. Each of these articles contains a detailed
account of the conclusion of Captain Fred A. Bill concerning the
date of the arrival of the ““ Virginia,” which is that it landed at
Fort St. Anthony on May 10, 1823. He summarizes the results
of his investigations on this subject in a communication to the
Journal published on May 20. Of greater interest, however, is
another contribution by Captain Bill, published in the Saturday
Evening Post of Burlington, Iowa, for April 14 — an article con-
taining a copy of the “ enrollment of the Virginia,” which was
secured from the United States Bureau of Navigation. This
official enrollment embodies a minute description of the pioneer
vessel on the upper Mississippi. In a “ List of the First Steam-
boats Built and Documented on Western Rivers” received by
Captain Bill from the same governmental source and published
in the Post for May 12, the “ Virginia ” is the fifty-first and last

name.
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At the annual meeting of the state society of the Daughters
of American Colonists held in Minneapolis on May 23, a paper
was read by Dr. Warren Upham on “ Early French Explorers of
Northern Minnesota, 1660-1743."

The paper on the Minnesota explorations of Long and Beltrami
which was presented by Mr. Theodore Christianson at the State
Historical Convention in Redwood Falls on June 22 is published
in the Dawson Sentinel of June 28 under the title, “ Long Expe-
dition Camped at Lac qui Parle Lake One Hundred Years Ago.”
A much briefer account of the 1823 explorations in Minnesota
appears in the Western Magazine for June. This article, which
bears the title “The Long Centenary,” is illustrated with an
excellent picture of Major Stephen H. Long.

An article on slavery at Fort Snelling by Jay W. Ludden, in
the St. Paul Pioneer Press for April 15, deals largely with the
residence at the post of Dred Scott and with the famous case
which resulted therefrom. The author also cites a few other
instances of slavery at the fort. A portrait of Dred Scott ap-
pears with the article.

An account by August L. Lindvall of the pioneer woman, Mrs.
Angelica Z. Gooselaw, whose reminiscences are noted in this
number of the BULLETIN, is published in the St. Paul Pioneer
Press for May 27.

According to an article which appears in the Minneapolis
Journal for May 2 and the St. Paul Dispatch for May 4, the
abortive treaty negotiated by Governor Ramsey with the Chip-
pewa at Pembina in 1851 is not mentioned in most histories of
Minnesota and North Dakota. The newspaper writer bases an
account of this treaty upon “an old pamphlet just discovered in
Fargo, hidden away in an unhonored niche in a library belonging
to a fraternal organization.” This rare “find ” turns out to be
an 1856 edition of the well-known J. Wesley Bond’s Minnesota
and Its Resources; To Which Is Appended Camp-fire Skeiches,
or Notes of a Trip from St. Paul to Pembina. The too zealous
reporter was doubtless unaware of the fact that the Minnesota
Historical Society possesses no less than three copies of Bond’s
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book, and that Dr. Folwell made use of this work and other
sources in writing the account of the Chippewa treaty of 1851
which appears in volume 1 of his History of Minnesota.

The state’s sixty-fifth birthday was celebrated by the Minne-
sota Territorial Pioneers’ Association at its annual meeting at
the Old Capitol, St. Paul, on May 11. To mark the anniversary
the Minneapolis Journal of May 6 includes a brief review of
some of the more spectacular events of territorial history and an
account — in part based upon imagination — of the activities of
the two conventions which drew up the Minnesota constitution.

A wild ride over the trackless prairies of Dakota Territory
undertaken in 1866 by Samuel J. Brown of Browns Valley to
carry the news of danger of an Indian attack is compared to
Paul Revere’s ride in an illustrated feature article in the Minne-
apolis Journal for April 15. Mr. Brown’s own account of his
adventure, which appeared in pamphlet form many years ago,
makes up the greater part of the narrative.

The most substantial bit of river history published in the Sai-
wrday Evening Post of Burlington, Towa, during the past three
months is a serial entitled “ Going to Winnipeg on a Steamboat:
Incidents from the Diary of a Freight Clerk on the ‘Dakota,’
Down Red River of the North 51 Years Ago,” by Captain Fred
A. Bill. A short general history of boating on the Red River
from 1819 to the time when the railroad put an end to this form
of transportation is followed by the author’s personal recollec-
tions of the Red River, the Red Lake River, and the towns along
their banks from Breckenridge to Winnipeg in 1872. The nar-
rative appears in weekly installments from April 28 to June 9.

The series of articles on the trunk highways of Minnesota by
W. H. Brill, in the Sunday issues of the Minneapolis Tribune, is
continued from April 1 to June 24 with detailed accounts —
embodying interesting historical data about place names— of
highways 6 to 14 inclusive.

In an illustrated feature article in the Minneapolis Journal for

April 29 Mr. H. M. Hiatt of Anoka is credited with proving that
the Ojibway Indian known as “ Wrinkled Meat” was only
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eighty-eight years of age when he died in 1922, although equally
reliable evidence in support of the same assertion was produced
by Mr. Ransom J. Powell a short time after the Indian’s death
(see ante, 4:293). Both men contend that “ Wrinkled Meat ”
was born about the year of the “ great stars winter ” in 1833.

“Steel Age Magic Adds Untold Millions to Minnesota’s
Buried Treasure” is the title of an article in the Minneapolis
Journal of May 13 about the experiments in concentrating the
low-grade ores of the Minnesota iron ranges at Babbitt, one of
the new range towns, and at the University of Minnesota. The
article called forth a communication, published in the Journal of
May 27, from C. H. Beaulieu of Le Sueur, in which the pioneer
recalls the days when furs were the great source of wealth in
northern Minnesota. A brief account of the part played by Mr.
Leonidas J. Merritt of Duluth in the discovery and development
of Minnesota’s iron resources appears, with his portrait, in the
St. Paul Dispatch for April 13.

A biography of Dr. Cyrus Northrop is being written by Pro-
fessor Oscar Firkins of the University of Minnesota.

Conditions at the University of Minnesota during the years
from 1871 to 1877 are described in an interesting series of
reminiscent articles entitled “ In the Olden Days, ” appearing in
the Minnesota Alumni Weekly for April 17 and 24, and May 1,
22, and 29. The author, Mr. A. M. Welles, was graduated in the
class of 1877.

Interest in the presentation of historic pageants has been re-
vived this year, with the result that a number have been produced
during the early summer in Minnesota and neighboring states.
At Montevideo on June 14 and 15 and at Browns Valley on June
23 pageants depicting the history of the upper Minnesota Valley
and southwestern Minnesota were presented. In connection with
the annual meeting of the Tenth District Federation of Women’s
Clubs at Princeton the story of Mille Lacs County was portrayed
on June 21. On June 23 a “pageant of progress parade ” rep-
resenting the growth of Minneapolis and the advance of its
economic life passed over Lake Street from the Mississippi
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River to Lake Calhoun. Pageants in celebration of the two
hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the discovery of the upper
Mississippi by Marquette and Jolliet were presented at Prairie
du Chien, Wisconsin, and at Montrose, Iowa, on June 17 and 27
respectively. Each of the latter festivals included a review of the
events of 1673. A group of “voyagers impersonating the party
of Joliet and Marquette” journeyed down the Mississippi from
the mouth of the Wisconsin River and was received both at
Burlington and at Montrose as part of the Iowa ceremonies.

Among the narratives of personal experiences of pioneers
recently published in local newspapers are the following: a sketch
of the life of Judge William L. Kelly of St. Paul, in the St. Paul
Pioneer Press for April 8; a record of Mr. J. H. Carbin’s forty
years in the United States postal service in St. Paul, in the St
Paul Dispatch for May 17; recollections of sixty-seven years in
Minnesota by Mrs. Louis St. George of Mendota, in the Pioneer
Press for April 1; an autobiography of “ Budd ” Reeve of Bux-
ton, North Dakota, a pioneer who followed the frontier from
Indiana to Minnesota and finally to North Dakota, in the Minne-
apolis Journal for April 22; and an outline of the career of Mrs.
Alice Vrooman Wood, a pioneer business woman of Minneapolis,
in the Minneapolis Tribune for May 13.

A history of Minnesota in the Spanish-Awmerican War and the
Philippine Insurrection, a review of which appears elsewhere in
this number of the BULLETIN, was issued by the Minnesota War
Records Commission in April. In accordance with the provisions
of law and with rules adopted by the commission, a free copy of
this book is being sent to every school, college, and public library
in the state upon receipt of a written request accompanied by ten
cents in stamps to cover postage. Two hundred copies have been
turned over to the Minnesota Historical Society for exchange
with institutions outside the state. To individuals or to insti-
tutions not otherwise supplied, the book is available for purchase
at two dollars a copy — approximately the cost of printing and
binding. Requests and orders should be addressed to the Minne-
sota War Records Commission, Historical Building, St. Paul.
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A useful résumé of Minnesota’s part in the Spanish-American
War, based in the main upon information contained in Mr. Hol-
brook’s volume, is published in the St. Paul Pionger Press for
April 8. The article commemorates the twenty-fifth anniversary
of the beginning of the war on April 21, 1898, an anniversary
which also has been celebrated by various groups of veterans,
including members of the Thirteenth Minnesota Volunteer In-
fantry, who gave a dinner at the Traffic Club in Minneapolis on
April 28 to mark the passing of twenty-five years since the en-
rollment of the regiment; and St. Paul service men of 1898, who
met at the Old Capitol on April 23 to recall their entrance into
the war.

Having completed its work on the period of the Spanish War,
the Minnesota War Records Commission has returned to its
original and major task, the preparation of a history of the state’s
part in the World War. A series of eight volumes is projected,
the first of which, a history of the 15rst United States Field
Artillery, by Lieutenant Governor Louis L. Collins, is now being
prepared for the press. This history of the “ Gopher Gunners”
will be published in the spring and other volumes of the series
will follow from time to time as they are finished. At the present
rate of progress, however, which is determined in large measure
by the amount of the legislative appropriations, it will take sev-
eral years to complete the work.

The diary of Colonel George E. Leach of the 151st United
States Field Artillery continues in the Sunday issues of the Min-
neapolis Tribune from April 1 to June 10, the date of the final in-
stallment. The entire diary, which has since appeared in book
form, will be the subject of a review in the next number of the
BuLLETIN.

LocaL History ITEMS

In the last number of the BULLETIN attention was called to a
new law authorizing official support of local historical work in
St. Louis County. Acting under this authority, the county com-
missioners on May 8 set aside the sum of sixteen hundred dollars
for the use of the St. Louis County Historical Society during
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the current year. The appropriation makes it possible for the
society to maintain a staff, consisting of the president serving
part time and a clerk, and to purchase needed filing cases and

record books. Its office is in the courthouse at Duluth. ‘

A successful meeting of the St. Louis County Historical
Society was held on May 31, when more than one hundred persons
listened to papers on “ The Doughboy in the War,” by Spencer
J. Searls; “ Jay Cooke Park,” by F. Rodney Paine, its super-
visor; ‘“Personal Pioneer Reminiscences,” by the Reverend
Jeremiah Kimball; and “ History of the Range Press in St.
Louis County,” by Peter Schaefer. Photographs illustrating
early life in St. Louis County and the county’s participation in
the World War were exhibited with a stereopticon. The travel-
ing exhibit sent out by the Minnesota Historical Society, which
was displayed at the meeting, attracted considerable attention.

Two figures in Minnesota history have recently been honored
by Duluth and St. Paul chapters of the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution. A memorial tablet erected by the Greysolon
Dulhut and the Daughters of Liberty chapters in honor of the
explorer Du Luth was unveiled at Fond du Lac on June 14.
Addresses were made by Judge William A. Cant of Duluth and
Mrs. Marshall H. Coolidge of Minneapolis. A bronze tablet
placed by the Nathan Hale chapter of St. Paul in honor of Josias
R. King was unveiled at the St. Paul Union Depot on June 6.
The tablet bears the following inscription, “ Josias R. King of
St. Paul was the first man in the United States to volunteer and
the first Minnesotan to enlist in the Civil War. Company A,
First Minnesota Volunteer Infantry, was tendered by Gov.
Alexander Ramsey immediately after the surrender of Fort
Sumter, April 14, 1861, and accepted by President Lincoln be-
fore his formal call for troeps was issued, thus giving to the
state the honor of being first to come to the front in defense of
the Union. Near this spot stood Pioneer Guard Hall where the
enlistment took place. ”

The first installment of a * History of Lac qui Parle and
Chippewa Counties,” written by M. C. Chamberlain and pub-
lished in the Montevideo Commercial beginning on December 27,
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1895, is reprinted in the Montevideo Daily American for June
9. For the most part the history consists merely of biographies
of early settlers and of brief accounts of events which are noted
because they happen to have been the first of their kind in a com-
munity. Chapters of the narrative continue to appear in the
American each day to June 25.

On June 19 the Dodge County Old Settlers’ Association held
its forty-seventh annual meeting at Hayfield, and members of
the similar organization in Kandiyohi County gathered for their
twenty-sixth annual meeting at Kandiyohi Beach on Big Kandi-
yohi Lake. A reunion of pioneers and general home-coming
celebration at Virginia on June 16 commemorated the “ dis-
astrous forest fire which swept the village off the map” thirty
years ago. At the annual picnic of the Hennepin County Ter-
ritorial Pioneers’ Association on June 1, addresses were delivered
by Dr. William W. Folwell, Mayor George E. Leach, and the
Reverend Charles Fox Davis.

An article in the Minneapolis Journal for June 17, describing
conditions in Brainerd about fifty years ago, is based on a new
book about the history of Brainerd by Ingolf Dillan (1923. 144
p.), a review of which will appear in a later number of the
BuULLETIN.

Memories of General Isreal Garrard and of the vast estate and
luxurious home and hunting lodge which he established on the
shores of Lake Pepin near Frontenac in the middle of the last
century are revived in an article in the Minneapolis Journal for
May 20. Among the illustrations is a portrait of General Gar-
rard. Another famous establishment, the stone house built for
Joseph R. Brown near Sacred Heart, is featured in an article
on Brown in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for June 17.

Anniversary celebrations were conducted by a number of
Minnesota churches during the past three months. Three
churches at Worthington, the Union Congregational, the Meth-
odist Episcopal, and the Indian Lake Baptist, and one in St.
Paul, the First Swedish Baptist, commemorated fiftieth anni-
versaries during the month of May. A4 Memorial Sketch of the
First Swedish Boptist Church, St. Poul, Minnesota, Fifty Years
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1873-1923 (115 p.) has been issued in connection with the latter
event. This compact and informing little volume was prepared
under the supervision of an ‘‘historical committee ” of eight
members of the congregation. On June 10 the Emmanuel Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church of St. Paul celebrated the fiftieth anni-
versary of its founding. The week of April 22 was a festival
week at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church of Minneapolis to mark the
passing of fifty-four years since its founding. On June 10 the
Park Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church of Minneapolis cele-
brated its thirtieth anniversary. A pamphlet issued in com-
memoration of the latter event contains a brief history of the
church and pictures of its various pastors and buildings (16 p.).
The Reverend Carl J. Petri celebrated on May 13 the thirty-fifth
anniversary of his arrival in Minneapolis as pastor of the
Augustana Lutheran Church. A biographical sketch of Dr.
Petri appears with his portrait in the Minneapolis Tribune of
May 13.

Plans for a new chapel at Fort Snelling to be erected by the
soldiers “ from sandstone taken from the piers of the abandoned
government bridge near the fort” are described in articles in the
St. Paul Pioneer Press for May 2 and 6. Pictures of the present
and proposed chapels appear with the latter article, which in-
cludes a brief account of the first Protestant church in Minne-
sota, organized at the fort in 1835.

The fortunes of the old Pence Opera House, Minneapolis’ first
real theater, are recounted in the Minneapolis Journal for May
6. Its transformations from a first-class “ opera house” into a
burlesque theater and, finally, into the home of the Union City
Mission are noted, and some of the famous actors who performed
there during its prosperous years in the late sixties and the sev-
enties are mentioned.

bRl

With a banquet such as it knew in the days of its glory the
old Nicollet House, a pioneer hotel of Minneapolis, was closed
on the evening of April 19. Dressed in the “ pompous swallow
tailed coats and four quart hats, the splendidly flowered vests
and gay cravats of 1860,” the ““old timers” of Minneapolis said
farewell to the hostelry only a few hours before the wreckers
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started to demolish it to make way for a modern hotel. An-
nouncements and accounts of the banquet and reminiscences of
the Nicollet House appear in the issues of the Minneapolis
Journal for April 8, 15, and 20. The razing of the old Mer-
chant’s Hotel of St. Paul occasions an article sketching its history
in the St. Paul Dispatch for June 8.

The collapse of the Brackett Building in Minneapolis on May
5, 1886, is recalled in the Minneapolis Tribune of May 6. With
a brief account of the catastrophe is published a copy of a draw-
ing of the wreck which appeared in a contemporary issue of
Leslie’s Weekly.

A concise history of the Minnesota Loan and Trust Company
in commemoration of its fortieth anniversary is published in the
Minneapolis Journal for April 29.

An account of St. Paul’s first balloon ascension —in 1857 —
and of William Markoe’s early interest in aerial navigation is
printed in the St. Poul Daily News for June 10.

Pictures of members of the St. Paul Guard of 1878 and a brief
account of this organization, which is described as the “ nucleus
from which the present militia system” of the state developed,
appear in the St. Paul Pioner Press for June 24.

A booklet entitled The New Century Club, 1887—1922, by Lily
A. Long (14 p.), describes the activities of a women’s literary
club of St. Paul through a period of thirty-five years.
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