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county to appropriate money for the support of a county his-
torical society.> Dr. Buck closed his remarks by reading
parts of a proposed constitution for a county historical
society. ®

The Redwood County agricultural agent, Mr. Lynn Shel-
don, who spoke next, declared that the county farm bureau
was greatly interested in the matter of organizing local his-
tory activity and that its members would welcome the draft
of a constitution which the preceding speaker had presented.
Among the farmers, said Mr. Sheldon, there is much interest
in historic places and in the preservation of historic objects.
A local museum, he indicated, would be appreciated by many
farmers who had valuable historical objects in their posses-
sion. Mr. Sheldon closed by advocating a broader conception
of history which will give a place of importance, for example,
to the story of agricultural implements and their relation to
the general history of the region.

Mrs. Dowling was then introduced and spoke briefly on the
heritage of the pioneers and the value to be derived from
studying the remains and documents which throw light upon
their struggles and their hardships. In Mrs. Dowling’s opinion
branches of the Minnesota Historical Society should be or-
ganized in the counties and should cooperate actively in
assembling the records of Minnesota’s past. Mrs. Wilson,
the editor of the Redwood Gazette, then voiced the welcome
of the community to the visitors and heartily indorsed the
idea of a Redwood County historical society.

Congressman Frank Clague of Redwood Falls, the last
speaker at the conference, spoke of the enthusiasm and careful
planning which resulted in the erection of the Minnesota His-
torical Building, and emphasized especially the importance
both for the local community and for the state of gathering
up historical materials for permanent preservation, pointing
out that unique papers are easily lost and, once destroyed, can

2 See ante, p. 158.
8 The draft of this constitution is printed ante, 4: 252-256.
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never be replaced. The chairman, Mr. Baldwin, was then
authorized by vote of the conference to appoint a committee
to take under advisement the question of organization of his-
tory activity in Redwood County.

After the luncheon conference, the delegates returned to the
armory for the afternoon session, which began at 2: 30 p. M.
Mrs. Dowling presided at this session and first introduced Mr.
Franklin F. Holbrook, secretary of the Minnesota War Rec-
ords Commission, who read a paper on “ Minnesota’s Con-
tribution to the Spanish-American War.” The outbreak of
the Spanish War, which occurred twenty-five years ago in
April, found Minnesota prepared to do her share, said Mr.
Holbrook. The national guard had been recruited to war
strength and volunteer companies had been organized in cities
and towns throughout the state. In response to the president’s
call for volunteers the three infantry regiments of the Minne-
sota National Guard, soon to be known as the Twelfth, Thir-
teenth, and Fourteenth Minnesota volunteer infantries,
assembled at Camp Ramsey for examination, training, and
muster. So promptly were these regiments mobilized "that
Minnesota achieved the distinction of being the first state in
the Union to have its full quota of regiments under the first
call mustered into the volunteer army. Later, in midsummer,
a fourth regiment was organized and mustered in under the
president’s second call as the Fifteenth Minnesota Volunteer
Infantry.

The speaker said that the history of three of the Minnesota
regiments is a story of long weeks and months spent in vari-
ous camps in the United States — of drills, parades, inspec-
tions, and sham battles; of the ravages of disease; of bouts
with boredom; and of vain longing for active service at the
front. The more fortunate Thirteenth won distinction in the
Philippines at the battle of Manila and in the first campaigns
against the insurgent Filipinos. A very considerable number
of Minnesotans, the speaker stated, served in various outside
organizations; in fact, whereas 5,300 served in the state’s own
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regiments, it appears that Minnesota furnished a total of
approximately 8,500 men during the war and the insurrection,
and of these 266 lost their lives in the service.

The people at home also contributed to the successful prose-
cution of the war, according to Mr. Holbrook. The payment
of numerous special war taxes of course was not a matter of
choice with the individual, but it was usually made without
complaint. Large numbers of citizens undoubtedly subscribed
to the so-called “ popular loan, ” floated by the government in
the summer of 1898. More conspicuously, the people of the
state contributed to the welfare of their fighting men through
such welfare organizations as the Red Cross and the
Y. M. C. A,

Mr. Holbrook concluded by discussing the work of two
Minnesotans who figured prominently in the diplomacy of the
period. When it was still a question whether there should
be war or peace with Spain, Cushman K. Davis, senior sena-
tor from Minnesota and chairman of the Senate foreign rela-
tions committee, led the war party in Congress, and
Archbishop Ireland, as an emissary of the Pope, labored at
Washington in the interest of peace. When the war ended,
Senator Davis was appointed one of the commissioners to
negotiate the peace, and as such he was largely instrumental
in securing the Philippines from Spain. Mr. Holbrook’s paper
was based upon his newly published Minnesota in the Spanish-
American War and the Philippine Insurrection, which was
reviewed in the last number of the BULLETIN.

The second paper, by Mr. Willoughby M. Babcock, Jr.,
curator of the Minnesota Historical Society’s museum, dealt
with an important phase of early Minnesota history, * Law-
rence Taliaferro and Indian Affairs at the St. Peter’s Agency,
1820-1840.” This paper was based upon a careful study
of the valuable Taliaferro Papers in the manuscript division
of the historical society, supplemented by other contemporary
records. The speaker began by pointing out that the acquisi-
tion of Louisiana in 1803 and the War of 1812 brought for-
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ward the problem of American military control of the
Northwest with its savage Indians and scarcely less unruly
fur-traders. This difficult problem the government attempted
to solve by the establishment of Fort St. Anthony, later called
Fort Snelling, in the fall of 1819 and by the appointment of
Lawrence Taliaferro of Virginia to the newly created Indian
agency for the upper Mississippi tribes at the mouth of the
St. Peter’s or Minnesota River.

Mr. Babcock said that Taliaferro’s work for the next twenty
years — he was reappointed for his sixth successive term in the
spring of 1839 — presents two main aspects: that relating to
the handling of intertribal relations and the maintenance of
peace, and that concerning the relations between the Indians
and the whites, both governmental and private. The laws
regulating the relations between the Indians and the whites
were strict and the agent had his hands full in forcing the
traders to obey them. Even Colonel Leavenworth, who was
in command of the Fifth United States Infantry at Camp
Coldwater in the summer of 1820, had to be warned against
the distribution of whisky, which  entails misery upon the
Indians, and endangers their lives as well as those of their
own people. ” There were lumbermen, said the speaker, who
were too anxious to cut the timber in the virgin forests of the
St. Croix Valley to wait until these lands were opened up
by treaty, and fur-traders who used smuggled whisky as a
means of driving good bargains with the natives. On several
occasions, said Mr. Babcock, the troops at Fort Snelling had
to be ordered out to drive these lawbreakers from the Indian
country.

The treaties of 1837 created new problems for the agent, for
the whites swarmed into the newly opened country and there
were large payments of money and goods to be made as an-
nuities. Furthermore, the government failed to recognize the
necessity of delivering annuity goods on time to the Indians
of this remote region and it was the unpleasant business of
the agent to make excuses and new promises while the Indians
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starved. Omne pitiful letter from Taliaferro notes the fact
that 870 starving Sioux were waiting that day at the agency
for their goods, long past due, and he had not even a single
plug of tobacco to give them, not to speak of provisions.

Keeping the peace between :Sioux and Chippewa was an
almost impossible task and numerous encounters, some near
Fort Snelling, disturbed the quiet of the district. Vigorous
action by the agent and the commander of the fort on one
occasion in 1827, however, when several Sioux murderers
were handed over to the injured Chippewa for execution, im-
pressed the Indians. Frequent peace councils, visits of com-
posite delegations to Washington, and repressive measures
on the part of the agent also played their part, said Mr. Bab-
cock, in checking hostilities between the two inveterate
enemies.

But the strain upon the agent finally became too great, and
in the fall of 1839 Taliaferro retired, broken in health. ““ He
had fought a good fight against heavy odds, with limited re-
sources, >’ said Mr. Babcock in conclusion. “ He had wielded
the vast powers intrusted to him justly and fearlessly, and he
had exhibited a feeling for and an understanding of the Indian
and his problems which few men have shown.”

The final paper of the afternoon program was presented by
Miss Livia Appel, research assistant of the Minnesota His-
torical Society, on the subject of “ Territorial Encouragement
of Immigration.” Miss Appel’s paper was a compact and
interesting summary of the Minnesota activities to attract
settlers which are described in the collection of documents
printed, with an introduction and notes, in the last number of
the BULLETIN,

Before the adjournment of this session, a telegram signed
by the superintendent of the State Historical Society of Iowa,
was placed before the convention:

Greetings from the State Historical Society of Iowa to the

State Historical Convention at Redwood Falls, Minnesota. The
cooperation of the state historical society and local communities
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in the promotion of a wider interest in state and local history is
worthy of emulation throughout the Mississippi Valley.
Beny. F. SHAMBAUGH

At the conclusion of the session cars were placed at the
disposal of the visitors for a tour of Ramsey State Park and
other points of interest near Redwood Falls. The park, which
is named in honor of Governor Alexander Ramsey, is located
at the junction of Ramsey Creek and the Redwood River and
has been described as “ a Yellowstone in miniature with its
winding streams, beautiful falls, deep gorges, glistening rapids,
picturesque rock cliffs and pretty groves. ” Some of the dele-
gates, after a trip through this charming park, returned to
Redwood Falls; others, however, were piloted to some of the
most interesting places connected with events of the Sioux
Outbreak. Thus a number of the visitors were driven to see
the splendid monument erected in commemoration of the
bloody battle of Birch Coulie.

At 7:00 p. M. the annual meeting of the Sioux Historic
Trail Association was held at the armory. The new officers
elected by that organization were Mr. Gordon, president, Mr.
Mooney, vice president, and Miss Kaercher, secretary and
treasurer. The presiding officer at this meeting was Mr.
Mooney, the retiring president, who spoke briefly on the mean-
ing of the Sioux Historic Trail and emphasized the impor-
tance of perpetuating the trail. Dr. Warren Upham, arche-
ologist of the Minnesota Historical Society, was called upon
to discuss the “ Scenery and Geology of the Sioux Historic
Trail, and Proposed Monuments for Old Lac qui Parle and
Brown’s Valley. ” After describing briefly the trail, which
covers about 450 miles from St. Paul to Pembina, Dr. Upham
recommended the adequate marking of the site of the old Lac
qui Parle mission and the erection of a monument at Brown’s
Valley in honor of Gabriel Renville, “ whose counsels and
influence, with others friendly to the white captives in the
Sioux War of 1862, led to their being set free at Camp Re-
lease.” A short talk also was made at this meeting by the
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Reverend Maurice D. Edwards of St. Paul. In telling of the
missionary activities of the Pond brothers, of Dr. Riggs, and
of Dr. Williamson the speaker introduced the element of per-
sonal reminiscence, which made the speech one of especial
interest to the audience.

The presiding officer for the last session of the day, which
was held at 8:00 p. M., was Mr. John H. Riheldaffer of Min-
neapolis. He first introduced the Honorable Theodore
Christianson of Dawson, whose paper on “The Long and
Beltrami Explorations in Minnesota One Hundred Years
Ago ” awakened great interest among the auditors. Owing to
the unavoidable absence of Dr. William W. Folwell, his paper
on “ The Causes of the Sioux War ” was read by Dr. Buck.
Dr. Folwell’s paper began by rejecting the view of Senator Rice
that the “ machinations of secessionist emissaries”’ were re-
sponsible for the outbreak. Nor will the short explanation of
the Reverend Stephen R. Riggs, namely that the Sioux were
“ instigated by the devil, ” satisfy the inquirer. In fact it is
not necessary ““to import any extraneous fundamental origin
of the outbreak and its atrocities, ” for that may be found, ac-
cording to Dr. Folwell, in that universal passion of human
nature, anger. “ The Dakota Indians were human beings who
had never been subjected to a government of law and who
found their remedy for injuries in rapine and murder. ” It
was pointed out that more than twice as many murders were
committed in the New York draft riots by infuriated white
men than by the Indian savages during the frontier outbreak.

The various causes which led to the war were then enu-
merated and explained. Dr. Folwell first analyzed the tradi-
tional Indian policy of the United States government and
asserted that it ““ was calculated to invite outbreaks of passion
and revenge. ” He then discussed the question of the Indian
land cessions and the rankling feeling of the Sioux that they
had been cheated and deluded. Particular attention was given to
the treaties of 1858 ceding nearly a million acres on the north
bank of the Minnesota. After three years of waiting the
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Sioux found their lands gone and the proceeds largely ab-
sorbed by traders. Dr. Folwell then described the scheme of
Indian civilization of Joseph R. Brown who in October, 1857,
assumed the duties of Sioux agent. The retirement of Major
Brown in 1861, caused by “ the exigencies of party politics, ”’
was characterized by Dr. Folwell as a calamity for the Sioux
nation and for the United States.

Brown’s successor, Thomas J. Galbraith, soon encountered
difficulties. The blanket Indians ridiculed and tormented
those who were adopting the white man’s ways. The failure
of the government to keep a strong force of cavalry at Yellow
Medicine and to demonstrate the government’s might to the
Sioux tribes was a great mistake, in Dr. Folwell’s opinion.
The failure of the whites to capture and punish Inkpaduta
after the massacre of 1857 greatly lowered the prestige of the
government. The Sioux were a proud nation, possessing
genuine esprit de corps. The concentration of Indians had
long been the slogan of those who were friendly to the In-
dians, but Dr. Folwell pointed out that ‘‘ the concentration of
wild Indians could work nothing but mischief and ruin.”
Furthermore, the Minnesota reservations were not isolated.
“ An hour’s walk brought the Indian to the edge of his coun-
try, to meet his deadliest foe, the white man and his whisky
jug.”

After thus dealing with the predisposing causes which ag-
gravated the ancient hostility of the Sioux tribes, Dr. Folwell
turned to “the immediate causes of exasperation,” first
explaining the difficulties connected with the distribution of
annuity goods and cash annuities which led to an Indian
demonstration on August 4, 1862, at Yellow Medicine. The
Sioux had an additional ground for dissatisfaction, according
to Dr. Folwell, in “ the custom for deductions to be made from
cash annuities to reimburse white people who had suffered
losses of property by depredations of individual Indians. ” A
particularly large reduction in 1861 had fanned ill feeling.
The lower Sioux were kept waiting for payment and tried to
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get on credit the food which they sorely needed. At the Red-
wood agency about the middle of August, 1862, the keepers of
the stores refused credit and thus greatly antagonized Chief
Little Crow and his friends.

Although Conferedate emissaries had nothing to do with
the Outbreak, Dr. Folwell indicated that not a few of the
traders were Copperheads and deluded the Indians with false
reports regarding the war. He pointed out that the money
payment was delayed owing to tardy Congressional action and
the situation in the treasury. When, on August 18, a keg
of gold reached Fort Ridgely, the Indian war already had
begun. Dr. Folwell’s paper concluded by telling of the Acton
murders and of the probable Indian council at which the final
decision of the aroused Sioux to go on the war path was
reached. The paper is to be published as one chapter in the
forthcoming second volume of the author’s History of Minne-
sota.

The chairman of the committee on resolutions, Dr. Clarence
W. Rife, Jr., of Hamline University, St. Paul, then presented
the following resolutions, which were adopted by the unani-
mous vote of the convention:

WHEREAS, The people of Redwood Falls have opened wide
the gates of their hospitality, have given to the visitors to the
State Historical Convention unstintingly of their time and ener-
gies, and have done all in their power to make the convention a
great success, — therefore, be it

ResoLvep, That the participants in the convention extend their
cordial appreciation and sincere thanks to the people of Redwood
Falls for their generous hospitality; to the commercial club
for its kind invitation to the Minnesota Historical Society to
hold its summer meeting in this city; to Dr. Brand and the local
committee on arrangements for the patient work and the fine
enthusiasm with which they have planned for the entertainment
of the visitors; to those who have put their cars at the service of
the convention guests and made it possible for them to view the
beauties of Ramsey State Park and to see the points of historic
interest in the neighborhood, to the people who have opened
their homes to accommodate the convention members; and finally
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to all who have contributed, either as participants in the programs
or as dispensers of hospitality, to make the convention an enjoy-
able and successful event long to be remembered,

On Saturday morning, June 23, the Sioux Historic Trail
Association resumed the automobile tour to Brown’s Valley,
by way of Granite Falls, Montevideo, and Ortonville. A Sat-
urday morning tour to a number of places of historic interest
near Redwood Falls had been planned for the benefit of those
who were unable to go on to Brown’s Valley and who on the
previous day had made only the short trip through Alexander
Ramsey State Park. The inclemency of the weather, how-
ever, prevented the execution of this plan and, instead, the
homeward journey was begun, the majority of the cars fol-
lowing the most direct route from Redwood Falls to Min-
neapolis.

Those who made the trip and participated in the sessions
felt amply repaid for the effort. That the tour and the con-
vention did much to stimulate historical interest, not only
among the residents of the Minnesota Valley, but generally
among the people of the state, is certain. Where the third
state historical convention, in the summer of 1924, will be held
is not yet known. But it is certain that the society, in view of
the success of the Duluth and the Redwood Falls meetings,
will fare forth again next summer to some part of the state,
and that cordial interest will be shown in the cause represented
by the institution, the preservation of the records of Minne-
sota history and the dissemination of knowledge of that his-
tory among the people.
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