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proclamations and writs of election. In order that the reader 
may appreciate the background of the messages, a biographical 
account of each governor precedes the documents of his admin­
istration. The Indiana Historical Commission has begun the 
publication of Governors' Messages and Letters for Indiana, and 
in this series two volumes, edited by Logan Esary, have appeared. 
The second of these, which is volume 9 of the Indiana Historical 
Collections (Indianapolis, 1922. 772 p.), covers the period from 
1812 to 1816. It is interesting to note that not only formal mes­
sages and documents but also many letters written by and to the 
Indiana governors are included in the publication. If this plan 
is carried forward the result will be a comprehensive collection 
of the correspondence of the Indiana governors. Another inter­
esting type of state publication is that illustrated by a series of 
volumes being prepared by the division of archives and history 
of the University of the State of New York. Dr. James Sulli­
van, director Of this division and state historian, has now edited 
three volumes of The Papers of Sir William Johnson. These 
cover the years from 1738 to 1762, but, as the manuscripts upon 
which the work is based come down to 1808, several additional 
volumes in the series will be issued. The publication of these 
papers is an important event not only for the study of New York 
history but also for the history of the entire West, for Sir Wil­
liam Johnson was the British government's superintendent in 
charge of affairs relating to all the northern Indians from 1756 
to 1774. 

In the last number of the BULLETIN attention was called to a 
series of articles on North Dakota history published in the April 
number of the Quarterly Journal of the University of North 
Dakota. The July number of the same periodical contains a 
series of articles dealing with the history of the University of 
North Dakota. Particularly interesting is Professor John M. 
Gillette's study of the " Social and Economic Background of the 
University of North Dakota in the Eighties of Last Century." 
Among other articles in the number are: " The Founding of the 
University," by Vernon P. Squires; " Student Life During the 
First Decade of the University of North Dakota," by Mrs. 
Mattie Glass Massee; "Webster Merrifield and the University 
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of North Dakota," by Earle J. Babcock; and " Pioneers in Edu­
cation in North Dakota," by E. J. Taylor. The discontinuance 
of the Quarterly Journal is announced with the July number. 

Four sites of historic interest have recently been donated to the 
state of North Dakota to be converted into state parks. All are 
scenes of events connected with the Sibley expedition of 1863 and 
one is the site of Camp Atchison. 

The " Golden Jubilee Edition " of the Bismarck [North Da­
kota] Tribune, issued on July 11, contains numerous articles of 
interest to Minnesotans. The Tribune, which was the first news­
paper in North Dakota, was established on July 11, 1873. In 
the jubilee issue interesting items are drawn from the old files 
and an article describing the coming of the Northern Pacific 
Railroad to Bismarck is contributed by Mr. Olin D. Wheeler. 

A step toward better teaching of state history in Oregon has 
been taken by the superintendent of public instruction in that 
state through the issuance of a forty-page pamphlet entitled His­
tory of Oregon, a Teachers' Outline for Use in the Eighth Grade. 
Miss Lilli Schmidli contributes some well-considered " Sugges­
tions to Teachers " in which she presents reasons for the teaching 
of state history to boys and girls and shows the hollowness of the 
view that history deals only with something grand and coura­
geous which somebody did somewhere else. 

An address " to the citizens of each county in the state of 
Texas, urging them to organize in their respective counties a 
County Historical Society to be affiliated with the Texas Historical 
Association " is published in the Southwestern Historical Quar­
terly for July. 

A study of " Some Social Traits of Teutons " comprises the 
fourth installment of the series on " The Yankee and the Teuton 
in Wisconsin," by Joseph Schafer, in the September number of 
the Wisconsin Magazine of History. A suggestive article on 
" The Historical Society and Genealogical Research," by Arthur 
Adams, appears in the same number. 

The house erected more than a hundred years ago by the fur-
trader, Michel Brisbois, at Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin, is the 
subject of a brief article in the Minneapolis Journal for July 1. 
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The claim is made that this dwelling, which is still in use, is the 
oldest in the upper Mississippi Valley. A picture of the house ac­
companies the article. 

A centennial tour under the auspices of the Minnesota Red 
River Valley Development Association was made from Crook-
ston to Winnipeg on August 19 in commemoration of the ex­
ploration of the upper Red River Valley by Major Stephen H. 
Long in August, 1823. On August 20 a luncheon was held at 
Kildonan Park, Winnipeg, and a program of speeches followed. 
The principal address was delivered by Mr. Conrad G. Selvig, 
superintendent of the Northwest School and Experiment Station 
at Crookston, who told the story of the Long expedition, devot­
ing particular attention to Long's experiences in the Red River 
Valley. The Manitoba Free Press of Winnipeg for August 18 
prints an account of the visit of the Long party to Pembina and 
Fort Garry. 

The Manitoba Free Press of Winnipeg has been running a 
series of articles entitled " Notables Who Have Visited Winni­
peg. " Accounts are included of the sojourns in the " city, 
settlement and ancient fur-post" of the following celebrities: Le-
gardeur de Saint-Pierre, explorer, June 16; the " famous North-
West company bourgeois John McDonald, of Garth," June 23; 
the Earl of Selkirk, June 30; the Reverend John West, who 
" managed to lay the foundation of a great church in the wilder­
ness " between 1820 and 1823, July 28; Major Stephen H. Long, 
August 8; the Sioux chiefs, Burning Earth and Ulaneta, August 
11; and Governor Alexander Ramsey of Minnesota, Septem­
ber 1. 

GENERAL MINNESOTA ITEMS 

" Minnesota in the United States Senate — A Roll of Illus­
trious Names " is the title of a resume of the state's record in 
the upper house of Congress in the Minneapolis Journal for July 
15. It includes sketches of the careers of seventeen men whom 
Minnesota has sent to the Senate during its sixty-five years of 
statehood and recalls the many hot political struggles incident 
to their elections. Portraits of Senators Cushman K. Davis, 
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Knute Nelson, Alexander Ramsey, James Shields, William D. 
Washburn, and William Windom illustrate the article. 

Mr. John Talman is the author of a chronological narrative in 
verse published recently under the title Minnesota in Panorama: 
An Historical Poem With Notes by the Author (Mapleton, 1923. 
34 p.). A few verses on the Spanish and World wars have been 
added to the original, which was read on October 10, 1910, be­
fore an open meeting of the Minnesota Historical Society, of 
which the author is the newspaper librarian. 

A large amount of historical information about the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks in Minnesota is contained in a 
pamphlet entitled The Story of the Elks, compiled by Peter F. 
Owens for the nineteenth annual state convention of the organi­
zation at Hibbing on August 16 and 17 (38 p.). 

A booklet entitled Loren Harrison Batchelder: In Memoriam, 
edited by Henry L. Osborn (St. Paul, 1923. 28 p.) , has been 
published by Hamline University in honor of a professor who 
played a prominent part in the history of that college. From 1883 
to 1917 Mr. Batchelder held the chair of chemistry and for many 
years he also served as dean. He died on September 11, 1922. 
The booklet is made up chiefly of addresses given by Dr. George 
H. Bridgman, Dr. Henry L. Osborn, the Reverend Frank L. 
Cone, Mr. James M. Hackney, and President Samuel F. Kerfoot 
at a memorial service held in the college chapel on October 2, 
1922. 

An article about Leonidas Merritt and the opening of the 
Mesabi Range is published in the American Magazine for Sep­
tember. The compiler of the article, Mr. Neil M. Clark, for­
tunately has allowed Mr. Merritt to tell in his own words the 
interesting story of the finding of iron ore on the Mesabi. 

The fortieth anniversary of the establishment of the Duluth 
and Iron Range Railroad was celebrated at Two Harbors on 
July 19. An interesting feature of the occasion was an address 
by the president of the railroad, Mr. William A. McGonagle of 
Duluth, recounting his experiences in connection with the early 
history of the road. The address is published in the Lake County 
Chronicle of Two Harbors for July 26. 
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Mr. W. H. Brill's comprehensive series of articles dealing with 
the trunk highways of the state continues from July 1 to Sep­
tember 30 in the Sunday issues of the Minneapolis Tribune. The 
fourteen illustrated articles which have appeared in this series 
during the period indicated deal with highways number 15 to 44 
inclusive. Mr. Brill has assembled a large amount of historical 
information centering about the place names along the various 
highways of which he writes. 

A special course in Minnesota history is being given in the 
Frazee State High School under the direction of Mr. Arthur D. 
White, the superintendent. 

The popularity of historical pageantry in Minnesota indicates 
that an increasing number of communities in the state are becom­
ing aware of the effectiveness of living pictures in vivifying the 
past for the average person. In June at least four pageants of 
local history were presented in Minnesota (see ante, p. 240). 
Similar interesting spectacles were produced at Spring Valley on 
July 19 and 20, at Worthington on July 23 and 24, at Rochester 
on August 23 and 25, and at Glencoe on August 31 and Sep­
tember 1. In Worthington an extensive collection of historical 
relics was assembled at the time of the pageant and displayed in 
the windows of local shops as a kind of community loan exhibit. 
A list of these articles, with the names of the owners, fills about 
four columns in the Worthington Globe for July 26. Among the 
items mentioned are manuscripts, books, pictures, articles of wear­
ing apparel, household furnishings, and crude farm implements. 
The successful assembling of this exhibit constitutes excellent 
evidence both of the suggestive historical value of local pageants 
and of the practicability of community historical museums. 

Constitution Day, on Monday, September 17, was celebrated 
throughout the state with appropriate meetings, addresses, and 
ceremonies. Much attention was naturally devoted to the history 
of the framing of the Constitution and to its significance in the 
development of the nation. 

A letter from Colonel W. C. Brown, which is printed in the 
St. Peter Herald of September 7, contains some information 
concerning early conditions at Traverse des Sioux, where Colonel 
Brown was born in 1854. 
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The story of the Sioux Outbreak of 1862, told from the point 
of view of a soldier who helped to suppress it, is published in 
weekly installments in the Sunday issues of the Minneapolis 
Tribune from June 24 to August 5. The author is Thomas Watts 
of Minneapolis, who fought against the Indians as a member of 
Company C, Sixth Minnesota Volunteer Infantry. He not only 
describes the battles in which he participated, the horrors of the 
massacre, and the condition of the devastated frontier, but also 
gives an interesting picture of army life — of " the crude mili­
tary equipment and discipline . . . and the lack of any official 
food provision." 

On August 22 the sixty-first anniversary of the siege of Fort 
Ridgely was commemorated at the state park on its site by mem­
bers of the Fort Ridgely State Park and Historical Association. 
In an address before the gathering, Mr. Jacob F. Jacobson of 
Madison reviewed the early history of the section of the Minne­
sota Valley in which the fort was located. An announcement 
of the celebration in the Minneapolis Journal for August 19 is 
followed by a long feature article embodying reminiscences of 
some of the survivors of the Sioux Massacre who are still living. 

A number of reunions of survivors of Minnesota regiments 
have been held recently. On August 11 members of the Thir-
teeth Minnesota Regimental Association assembled at Fort Snell­
ing for a three-day celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary 
of the battle of Manila. Twelve men who fought against the 
Sioux in 1862 as members of the Sixth Minnesota Volunteer 
Infantry met at the Capitol in St. Paul on September 8, and seven 
veterans of the Ninth Minnesota Volunteer Infantry exchanged 
reminiscences at the home of Dr. Kee Wakefield of Minneapolis 
on September 5. 

In the St. Paul Pioneer Press of August 26 some early state 
fairs are described in connection with an account of the plans for 
the 1923 exhibition. The more important attractions are noted 
and statistics are given for the fair of 1857 at St. Paul, of i860 
at Fort Snelling, of 1865 at Minneapolis, and of 1885 at the 
" permanent location of the State Fair grounds at Hamline. " 
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The story of Michael J. Dowling and his career is told by Earl 
Christmas in the Dearborn Independent for August 11. 

Articles about pioneers are, as usual, numerous in the news­
papers of the past three months. A biographical sketch of Mrs. 
Mary Noltimier of Newport, in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for 
August 26, is combined with a history of the German Methodist 
Episcopal Church of Woodbury, near St. Paul, of which she 
is the only surviving charter member. The seventieth anniversary 
of the founding of the church was celebrated on September 2. 
Reminiscences of two pioneer residents of Minneapolis, Mr. 
Rolla Stubbs of Maple Plain and Mrs. F. D. Todd of Minneapo­
lis, appear respectively in the Minneapolis Tribune of July 1 and 
the Minneapolis Journal of the same date. An article about Dr. 
Brewer Mattocks, a St. Paul pioneer now living at Rhinelander, 
Wisconsin, is published in the Pioneer Press for August 26. 

LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 

The custom of holding annual historical conventions, which 
was adopted a year ago by the Minnesota Historical Society, 
apparently seems worthy of emulation by local organizations. 
The St. Louis County Historical Society held its first annual 
summer convention at Virginia on August 6 and 7. A varied 
and an interesting program with three sessions devoted to his­
torical papers was provided. The convention opened with an 
evening session on August 6 at which four papers were read. 
The presiding officer was Mr. M. E. Fanning of Virginia. After 
an address of welcome by the mayor of Virginia, Mr. William 
Empie, a paper on " The Old Vermilion Trai l" was presented 
by Mr. William E. Culkin of Duluth, the president of the society. 
This was followed by papers on " The Iron Ranges in the War, " 
by Mr. Alfred E. Johnson of Virginia; the " Discovery of Iron 
in St. Louis County," by Mr. Dwight E. Woodbridge of Du­
luth; and " Early Mining at Eveleth, " by Mr. John H. Hearding 
of Duluth. The presiding officer at the second session, on August 
7, at 2 :00 P. M., was Mrs. Ervin Lerch of Hibbing. She first 
introduced Mr. A. E. Bickford of Virginia who discussed the 
" Early History of Virginia," dealing particularly with the press 
of that city. Mrs. Mary Lyon Burns of Eveleth then talked on 
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" The Bright Side of Homesteading. " Dr. Solon J. Buck, super­
intendent of the state society, spoke next, taking as his subject 
" The Outlook for St. Louis County History." The speaker 
pointed out the possibilities for further development of historical 
activity in northeastern Minnesota and emphasized particularly 
the excellent quality of the papers presented at the convention as 
an indication of the thoughtful interest of the people of this 
section in their history. Such well-directed enthusiasm, he said, 
augured well for the fruitful cultivation of this historical field. 
The last paper of the session was on the " History of the Ver­
milion Range Press," by Mr. Peter Schaefer of Ely. The last 
session, at which Mr. N. B. Shank of Biwabik presided, was held 
at 8: oo p. M. on the same day. A very interesting talk on " Early 
Railroading on the Iron Ranges," was given by Mr. William A. 
McGonagle of Duluth. Mrs. Lerch then spoke informally of 
the early history of Hibbing, and Mr. W. G. Swart of Babbitt 
read a valuable paper entitled " Notes of Work Done on the 
Eastern Mesaba Range by Peter Mitchell." The session closed 
with a paper on " Pioneer Newspapers of the Mesaba Range," 
by Mr. W. E. Hannaford of Virginia. The traveling exhibit of 
the Minnesota Historical Society was sent to Virginia for the 
convention. 

The annual reunion of the Vermilion Range Old Settlers' 
Association was held at Ely on July 26 and 27. 

An address by Mrs. O. H. Healy on " Pioneer Preachers " who 
labored in the vicinity of Mapleton is published in the Blue Earth 
County Enterprise of Mapleton for July 6. 

A " Biographical, Booster and Farm Bureau Edition " of the 
lvanhoe Times, issued on June 1, contains an article on the " His­
tory of Lincoln County." 

The " History of Martin County, " by William H. Budd, which 
the Martin County Independent of Fairmont has been publishing 
since February 16 (see ante, p. 160), is concluded in the issue for 
July 10. Beginning on September 4 a series of brief biographical 
sketches of " Governors of Minnesota" appears in the Inde­
pendent. 
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An illustrated feature article by Helen Driscoll about the home 
of Ignatius Donnelly at Nininger appears in the St. Paul Daily 
News for July 15. It includes a detailed description of the li­
brary, still preserved in its original state, in which Donnelly wrote 
the books which made his name familiar throughout the English-
speaking world. 

The issue of the Fergus Falls Daily Journal for June 24 is an 
anniversary number, marking the passing of half a century since 
the paper was founded. A biographical sketch and a portrait of 
A. J. Underwood, who established the Journal in 1873; extracts 
from the first issue; an outline of the growth and development 
of the paper; and a brief history of Fergus Falls are among the 
historical data published in this issue. 

A series of articles which has been appearing in the Fergus 
Falls Tribune under the title " The Interesting Beginnings of 
Otter Tail County " consists for the most part of extracts from 
John W. Mason's history of that county (Indianapolis, 1916). 
Every now and then, however, an unsigned sketch or some mate­
rial from a less accessible source is included. For example, on 
July 19 " Indian Battles at Battle Lake " — incidents in that long 
conflict between the Sioux and the Chippewa — are described; 
and on August 9 some reminiscences of Mr. K. O. Sletto, a pio­
neer of Fergus Falls, are published. Of special interest to read­
ers of the article by Mr. Elmer E. Adams in the May BULLETIN 

is a brief comment, in the Tribune for September 6, on the 
Nelson-Kindred campaign of 1882, translated from the Nor­
wegian of Peer Stromme. 

Typical of tales that could be unearthed about numerous Min­
nesota towns is a brief history of Wilton, in Waseca County, 
published in the Minneapolis Journal and the St. Paul Dispatch 
of July 30. In i860 Wilton was a thriving town with a promis­
ing future; but the Sioux Outbreak, the passing of the railroad 
six miles away, and a disastrous fire left it a deserted village 
within ten years. The recent dissolution of its charter was the 
occasion for the articles. 

At the Sawyer House in Stillwater on July 21 three of the 
four surviving members attended the annual banquet of the 
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" Last Man's Club," which was organized in 1885 by thirty-three 
veterans of Company B, First Minnesota Volunteer Infantry. A 
history of the club by George W. Hazzard is published in the 
Stillwater Daily Gazette of July 21. 

Former residents of Read's Landing held their fifteenth annual 
picnic and reunion at Minnehaha Falls on August 4. 

The story of the ferry between Fort Snelling and Mendota, 
as told by Mr. C. J. Clarkson, its present operator, is reported in 
the Minneapolis Journal for July 8. 

An " Olde Tyme Party, " devoted to " entertainment and prac­
tices in vogue fifty years ago," was given on August 6 at Radis­
son Inn, Christmas Lake, for the merchants of the Northwest 
who visited St. Paul and Minneapolis during Twin City Market 
Week. A feature of the entertainment was an exhibit of pictures 
of buildings and places in the two cities during pioneer days, as­
sembled by the Minneapolis Civic and Commerce Association and 
the St. Paul Association. Some of these views are reproduced 
with announcements of the party in the St. Paul Pioneer Press 
and the Minneapolis Tribune of July 29. 

A feature article based upon the names of St. Anthony resi­
dents as listed in the manuscript returns for Minnesota of the 
census of 1850, now in the possession of the Minnesota Historical 
Society, appears in the Minneapolis Journal for September 9. 

The history of the volunteer fire department of Minneapolis, 
founded in 1856 by Dr. L. P. Foster, is recounted in the Minne­
apolis Journal for July 15. The pension list of these pioneer fire­
fighters now contains but " forty-three names, from an original 
list of thrice that number. " 

An interesting account of the " newspaper war " of 1876, when 
from April to October the St. Paul Pioneer Press and the Minne­
apolis Tribune were consolidated and published in St. Paul under 
the title Pioneer-Press and Tribune, appears in the Tribune for 
July 8. 

A brief biography and a portrait of Alonzo C. Rand accompany 
an article in the Minneapolis Tribune of September 9 in which 
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an account is given of the razing of his former residence, a land­
mark in Minneapolis since 1877. 

Members of the Pilgrim Congregational Church of Minneapo­
lis celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of its founding on Septem­
ber 28, 29, and 30. The program for the three days appears, with 
a brief history of the church, in the Minneapolis Journal for Sep­
tember 23. 

An excellent historical account of The Portland Church of 
Christ, Minneapolis, by Dr. David Owen Thomas, has been pub­
lished in pamphlet form in connection with the forty-fifth anni­
versary of the founding of that church (Minneapolis, 1922. 
40 p.) . 

A biographical sketch of a Minneapolis philanthropist, William 
H. Eustis, who has recently endowed and donated the land for a 
hospital for crippled children to be connected with the University 
of Minnesota, appears with an account of his gift in the Minne­
apolis Journal for July 8. 

A sketch of the history of the St. Paul Gas Light Company in 
the St. Paul Daily News for August 26 reveals the interesting 
facts that in 1857 " seventy-two customers were consuming gas in 
St. Paul drawn from three miles of mains" and that " they 
were paying $6 a thousand feet for it. " 
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