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the treaty of 1783. Thompson declares that the " fine estuary of 
the River St. Louis " answers to the description of the Long 
Lake, and argues against the Pigeon River route. 

GENERAL MINNESOTA ITEMS 

Seeing the Middle West, by John T. Faris (Philadelphia, 1923. 
254 p.), is an attractive travel book three chapters of which are 
devoted to Minnesota. Indian legends and tales of explorers are 
woven into the descriptive chapter entitled " Around Water Bound 
Minnesota," which takes the reader from Minneapolis and St. 
Paul up the valley of the Minnesota River, north to the Lake 
of the Woods, along the international boundary to Lake Superior, 
and then south to Duluth. A brief chapter is devoted to the 
three iron ranges of northern Minnesota and then the author, in 
a chapter entitled " Along Minnesota's Mississippi," escorts the 
reader southward from Itasca State Park, through lakes with 
strange-sounding names, past Little Falls and St. Cloud, and back 
to the Twin Cities. Although his numerous historical allusions 
are not always accurate, the author deserves credit for writing a 
popular and condensed general account in which figures and events 
famous in the history of the state are associated with their proper 
geographical settings. 

" With LeSueur on Prairie Island and up the Blue Earth " is 
the caption of the first in a series of articles by Arthur T. Adams 
on " Backtrailing Minnesota History " in the Minneapolis Journal 
for November n . The author describes trips to the site of Fort 
L'Huillier near Mankato and to the probable site of the earlier 
post on Prairie Island. 

A well-written description of " The Source of the Mississippi, " 
by William T. Cox, is published in Jul i Vesterheimen for 1923, 
a Christmas annual issued by the Augsburg Publishing Company 
of Minneapolis. 

The development of coal shipments to the Twin Cities and other 
points in the Northwest via the Great Lakes and Duluth or 
Superior is described in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for November 
n . According to this account the first coal used in the North­
west was brought by steamboat up the Mississippi River to St. 
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Paul in the early sixties, and the " first cargo was brought to 
Duluth on a sailing vessel in 1871." 

Mr. Fred D. Underwood, president of the Erie Railroad, re­
calls some of his experiences with the Soo Line in the Northwest 
during pioneer days in an interview reported by Dowsley Clark 
in the Minneapolis Tribune for November 24. His " reminiscences 
of the fight between the Soo Line and James J. Hill . . . for 
a right-of-way in Dakota territory" are presented in detail. 
Another article in the Tribune for October 21, comparing pioneer 
and modern railroading, accompanies a picture of the " William 
Crooks," Minnesota's first locomotive, beside a giant oil-burner 
of the present. The story of the " William Crooks " is recounted 
in the first person singular in an Autobiography of an Engine, 
issued by the Great Northern Railway as a sixteen-page pamphlet. 

In the final articles of the series on the trunk highways of 
Minnesota by W. H. Brill, published in the Sunday issues of the 
Minneapolis Tribune from October 7 to December 9, highways 
number 45 to 70 are described. As in the earlier articles, attention 
is called to places of historic interest along the various highways. 

The state department of education has issued a Curriculum for 
Elementary Schools, dated January, 1923, in which provision is 
made for the teaching of Minnesota history in the fourth grade. 
An introductory study of Indian life in general is to be followed 
by the study of the Minnesota Indians. Thereupon the history 
of Minnesota is to be taken up in five parts: early explorers, terri­
torial days, the organization of the state, stories of interest, and 
local pioneer stories. Teachers are advised to " study historic 
spots in or near locality." 

Considerable interest has been shown recently in the history 
of the University of Minnesota. A series of reminiscent articles 
by Walter Stone Pardee dealing with the history of the university 
was begun in the October n issue of the Minnesota Alumni 
Weekly with a study of " St. Anthony at the Time of the Renewed 
University." At the annual home-coming dinner on November 
6 a motion picture depicting the history of the university was 
shown for the first time. Several relics, including the bell of 
the Old Main building, which are to form the nucleus of an 
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historical museum for the university have been collected by Mr. 
E. B. Pierce, secretary of the general alumni association. 

The thirty-fifth anniversary of the founding of the Minnesota 
School of Agriculture is the occasion for an article about its 
origin and development in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for October 
14. According to this account the school was the first of its 
kind in the United States — it " stood unique and alone in its 
aim to give elementary instruction in farming to farmers' sons. " 
Some idea of the extent of its influence may be gained from 
the statement that " 80 per cent of the 2,955 School of Agriculture 
graduates are engaged in agricultural work or in industries closely 
correlated to agriculture." A description and a picture of the 
original school of 1888 are contrasted with pictures of the school 
as it appears at present. Portraits of its four principals also 
appear with the article. 

A history of Luther Academy at Albert Lea is published in 
the Evening Tribune of that city for November 20 in commemora­
tion of the school's thirty-fifth anniversary, which was celebrated 
on November 21. The thirty-second anniversary of another 
Norwegian-Lutheran institution, Concordia College at Moorhead, 
was marked by a home-coming celebration on October 27. Several 
articles about the history of the school appear in the Moorhead 
Daily News for October 26. 

The presentation of a "Red River Valley Pageant of Pros­
perity, " special features of which were representations of the 
Long expedition of 1823 and of the "pioneers conquering 
the forest," formed an interesting part of the celebration of the 
twentieth anniversary of the founding of the Red River Valley 
Dairymen's Association at Crookston on November 21. The text 
of the pageant, which was written by Mr. Conrad G. Selvig of 
Crookston, has been published as an eight-page pamphlet. 

The movement for marking interesting historic sites in Minne­
sota is largely unorganized, but there are evidences of an awaken­
ing interest in the erection of memorials and markers, and this 
may be the prelude to more definite organization of the work. 
Under the title " Monument Urged for Site of Minnesota's Farm 
School of 1829," in the Minneapolis Journal for October 7 Mr. 
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Arthur T. Adams tells about the career of Philander Prescott, 
who is known especially for his fur-trading activities. In this 
account, however, his services in teaching farming to the Indians 
at Lake Calhoun are the subject of special comment, and the 
suggestion is made that a monument to him be erected at 
Lakewood Cemetery, overlooking the scene of his " pioneering in 
the teaching of agriculture in Minnesota." According to an 
announcement in the Pipestone County Star for October 23, 
Catlinite chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution 
is planning to mark with bronze tablets bearing appropriate in­
scriptions places of historic interest in the vicinity of Pipestone. 
The St. Paul chapter of the same organization dedicated on 
Armistice Day, November n , the monument erected in St. Paul 
overlooking the river at the end of Summit Avenue in memory 
of the local men and women who died in the World War. 

According to an article by Elizabeth M. Jones in the St. Paul 
Daily News for October 28, plans are being made by the Pres­
byterians of the Minnesota synod for building a replica of the 
old stone church at Traverse des Sioux " in the little cemetery 
two miles away, where lie the bodies of pioneers who organized 
the church." The stone edifice which was erected in 1853 to 
replace the log meeting house used in the early forties by the 
missionary, Stephen R. Riggs, is said to be the " oldest Protes­
tant church building still standing in the state." The story of 
the rise and decline of Traverse des Sioux — of fur-traders, 
Indians and Indian treaties, struggling missionaries, and pros­
perous pioneers — is briefly sketched in the article. A modern 
picture of the church is among the illustrations. The greater 
part of the article is reprinted in the Saint Peter Free Press for 
November 14 and in the New Ulm Review for November 28. 

Methods of receiving telegrams fifty years ago when telegraphy 
was still in its infancy are described by a pioneer operator, Mr. 
Charles E. Hughes, in the St. Paul Pioneer Press of December 
16. Mr. Hughes tells of receiving the news of the Custer 
massacre at the St. Paul office of the Northwestern Telegraph 
Company on July 5, 1876, and of working for forty-eight hours 
taking in longhand the reports of the disaster. 
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An account in the Walker Pilot for October 4 of the Pillager 
Indian uprising at Leech Lake in October, 1898, commemorates 
the twenty-fifth anniversary of that event. The article is re­
printed in the Pillager Herald for October 12. 

Some of the Reverend David Morgan's experiences in aiding 
the poor and destitute of St. Paul during his service from 1891 
to 1916 as superintendent of the Bethel Hotel are described in 
the St. Paul Pioneer Press for October 21. The article is valuable 
as an account of the career of a pioneer social worker. An article 
in the Minneapolis Journal for December 16 deals with another 
philanthropic institution, the State Public School for Dependent 
Children at Owatonna, and its superintendent, Dr. Galen A. 
Merrill. Of special interest is that portion of the article which 
relates to the records and present occupations of the school's 
" alumni." 

The paper on " Navigation on the Red River of the North, 
1858-1879," which was read by Captain Fred A. Bill at the 
state historical convention at Redwood Falls last June (see ante, 
p. 272-275) is published serially in the Sunday issues of the Grand 
Forks [North Dakota] Herald from September 23 to October 21. 

An article about a Winnipeg pioneer, William G. Scott, in 
the Manitoba Free Press for October 22, is of interest to 
Minnesotans, since it includes an account of Mr. Scott's experi­
ences as a farmer and school teacher near Alexandria from 
1866 to 1873, the year he went to Winnipeg. Another article of 
still greater Minnesota interest in the Free Press for December 1 
deals with transportation between St. Paul and Winnipeg during 
pre-railroad days. Several contemporary accounts of stage coach 
journeys to Winnipeg and a description of the " Anson Northup, " 
the first steamboat on the Red River, are included. Portraits and 
sketches of three pioneer Minnesotans, Norman W. Kittson, 
Captain Russell Blakeley, and Anson Northup — promoters of 
stage and steamboat lines between the frontier towns — appear 
with the article. An interview with Mr. Norman Kittson of St. 
Paul, a son of the pioneer fur-trader, which is published in the 
St. Paul Daily News for December 2, contains information about 
early frontier experiences. 



392 NEWS AND COMMENT FEB. 

An article in the Western Magazine for December calls atten­
tion to the loss suffered by the scientific world in the " Passing 
of the Winchells " — Newton H. Winchell, Horace V. Winchell, 
and Ima Winchell Stacy. 

Sketches of fifteen Minnesota physicians who achieved dis­
tinction are included in American Medical Biographies, by 
Howard A. Kelley and Walter L. Burrage (Baltimore, 1920. 
1320 p.) . Selection is confined to those whose deaths occurred 
before 1919. 

Biographical sketches and reminiscences of pioneers appear 
with usual frequency in the Twin City papers of the past three 
months. Among these is an outline of the career of the late 
Chief Justice Calvin L. Brown, in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for 
October 7; an account of the contributions to the industrial de­
velopment of Minneapolis of William de la Barre, an engineer 
who has been connected with the mills at the Falls of St. Anthony 
since 1878, in the Minneapolis Tribune for October 21 ; reports 
of interviews with Dr. Lysander P. Foster, a pioneer Minneapolis 
physician, in the Tribune and the Minneapolis Journal for 
November 4 ; and a brief account of the Civil War experiences of 
Captain Frederick W. Dohm of St. Paul in the Pioneer Press of 
October 20. The latter paper publishes also, in its Sunday issues 
beginning November 4, sketches and portraits of nine " veterans 
of the city and county service " who are employed in the Ramsey 
County Courthouse. In the Minneapolis Journal for October 18 
are printed some reminiscences of Judge John B. Gilfillan occa­
sioned by the sixty-eighth anniversary of his arrival at St. 
Anthony. Reminiscences by John Vervais, who for fifty years 
has been employed in " making out abstracts of titles to real prop­
erty of St. Paul and Ramsey County," appear in the St. Paul 
Daily News for October 21. Naturally the growth of the city is 
the theme which he develops. 

LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 

Two promising developments in the field of local history organi­
zation have recently occurred. In Redwood County, as an out­
growth of a conference at the state historical convention last 
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summer, a committee has been appointed to consider plans for a 
county historical society. In Ramsey County, according to the 
St. Paul Pioneer Press for December 16, plans are being worked 
out by the Fourth District Federation of Women's Clubs for the 
establishment of a county historical society to be affiliated with 
the Minnesota Historical Society. As these new projects are 
being considered, the St. Louis County Historical Society brings 
to a successful conclusion its first year of activity. A meeting 
of that organization was held in Duluth on November 22, with 
papers on the " Early History of West Duluth, New Duluth, and 
Their Environs," by Charles E. Lovett; "The Value of His­
tory, " by W. E. McEwen; " Life and Experiences of Henry W. 
Wheeler and Sarah C. Wheeler, His Wife, Early St. Louis 
County Pioneers, " by Bert N. Wheeler; and " St. Louis County 
Chippewas," by the Reverend Frank H. Pequette. The presi­
dent, Mr. William E. Culkin, told of the important Ely Papers, 
recently acquired by the society. Stereopticon views were exhib­
ited of the early period and of war days in St. Louis County 
history. 

The Kiwanis Club of Duluth has arranged for a series of talks 
at its monthly meetings to be given by Mr. William E. Culkin, 
president of the St. Louis Historical Society, on " The History 
of Duluth and St. Louis County. " 

The constitution of the Oneota Temperance Society dated 
April, 1859, discovered recently among his father's papers by Mr. 
Theodore Gronewold of St. Paul, is described in an interesting 
article in the St. Paul Daily News for December 2. Brief bio­
graphical notes on a number of the signers are presented, for the 
list includes the names of such prominent figures in the history 
of northeastern Minnesota as Edmund F. Ely, James Peet, and 
various members of the Merritt family. Oneota, a village on the 
northwest shore of St. Louis Bay, was annexed to Duluth in 
1889. 

" Visiting Around Our County " is the title of a series of inter­
esting local history items which is appearing in the Anoka 
Herald. Extracts from the record book of " Anoka Lodge Num­
ber 37, Independent Order of Good Templars," a secret order 
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which was working for prohibition seventy-five years ago, are 
published on November 6; some mysterious Indian excavations 
and earthworks near Itasca are described on November 20; the 
recollections of two pioneers, Mr. Sabin Rogers of Anoka and 
Mr. H. H. Larned of Lansing, Michigan, concerning these exca­
vations appear on December 4 ; and the story of the battle 
between the Sioux and the Chippewa in 1839 near the junction 
of the Mississippi and Rum rivers is related on December n . 
There is no county in the state which does not offer good oppor­
tunities for similar interesting studies in local history. 

The issue of the Ironton News for October 18 is an enlarged 
and elaborately illustrated number published in commemoration 
of the tenth anniversary of the founding of the paper. In addi­
tion to a sketch of the growth of Ironton from 1911 to 1923, this 
issue contains " A Brief History of the Cuyuna Iron Range, " by 
J. Wilbur Van Evera; an account of the development of the 
Crosby-Ironton school system; and a number of reminiscent 
articles by or about pioneers. 

An interesting contribution to the history of iron mining in 
Minnesota is made in an article entitled " Pioneer Mining Man 
Describes Early Days in Eveleth District, " by John H. Hearding, 
published in Shilling's Mining Review for August 18, 1923. 
Special attention is given to the explorations of David T. Adams 
in 1892 north of Eveleth and the development of the mine which 
bears his name. Mr. Hearding's paper was read at the summer 
convention of the St. Louis County Historical Society (see ante, 
P- 321). 

The story of Medo Township, in Blue Earth County, was 
reviewed in a pageant presented at the Pemberton consolidated 
school on November 24. A detailed account of the history of the 
township during the sixty years since its organization is published 
in the Blue Earth County Enterprise of Mapleton for Novem­
ber 30. 

The Caledonia Journal is publishing in serial form histories of 
various Houston County townships. Sketches of early settlers, 
descriptions of pioneer industries, and accounts of the organiza-
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tion of La Crescent, Mayville, and Crooked Creek townships have 
appeared during the past three months. 

A " History of the Swedish Lutheran Church of Milaca from 
Old Records, " by its pastor, the Reverend O. G. Berg, appears in 
three installments in the Mille Lacs County Times of Milaca for 

• November 8, 15, and 22. An account of the organization of the 
church in 1893 and sketches of the various pastors who have led 
its congregation are included. 

The issue of Levang's Weekly for September 20 is a " Silver 
Jubilee Edition " of the paper which has been " published con­
tinuously for twenty-five years in Lanesboro." It contains a 
number of articles of historical interest, including reminiscent 
letters from old settlers and former residents and accounts of the 
early history of Lanesboro and Fillmore County reprinted from 
the history of the county by Edward D. Neill, which was pub­
lished at Minneapolis in 1882. 

In the final article of a series on conditions at the Chippewa 
reservation at White Earth, published in the Minnesota Daily Star 
from November 5 to 8, Mr. Thomas H. Moodie describes the 
career of Father Aloysius Hermanowicz, who has served the 
Indians as a missionary for forty-five years. 

A valuable and well-organized congregational history is A Brief 
Historical Sketch of the First Danish Baptist Church, Clarks 
Grove, Minnesota (1923. 55 p.) , compiled by its pastor, the 
Reverend A. W. Warren, and issued in celebration of the six­
tieth anniversary of the founding of the congregation. That the 
church has been a veritable community center is evidenced by the 
numerous special activities that have originated in it. For 
example, it is stated that the Clark's Grove cooperative creamery 
was born within the church. A deacon of the church, Mr. H. P. 
Jensen, visited Denmark in 1884 and was impressed by the 
cooperative system in Danish dairying. Upon his return he 
became an " ardent spokesman for the creamery enterprise." 
" Thus it was that on January 28, 1890, a meeting was called at 
the church. It opened with prayer and then followed an interest­
ing discussion on the creamery enterprise, that led to its estab-



396 NEWS AND COMMENT FEB. 

lishment." The author states that " with this creamery the 
co-operative creamery system was born into the state." 

A legal battle involving the status of Pike Island has been 
in progress between Ramsey and Hennepin counties since the 
middle of October. For fifty years the island has been on the 
Ramsey County tax list, but Hennepin County officials now claim 
that historically it is within the boundaries of their county. Since 
the boundary of Hennepin County runs down the Mississippi 
River " in the western channel thereof to center of the main chan­
nel of the Minnesota River " and thence up the center of the 
latter channel, the controversy hinges upon the determination of 
the mouth of the Minnesota River. Is it above or below Pike 
Island? Numerous articles about the history of the island appear 
in the Twin City papers of late October. 

Two Twin City churches celebrated their sixty-fifth anniver­
saries recently — the Westminster Presbyterian Church of 
Minneapolis on November n and the Plymouth Congregational 
Church of St. Paul on December 16. Notices and accounts of 
the celebrations appear in local papers and extensive illustrated 
histories of the churches are published respectively in the 
Minneapolis Tribune for November 11 and in the St. Paul Pioneer 
Press for December 9. Fiftieth anniversaries were commemo­
rated on October 28 by the Virginia Avenue Swedenborgian 
Church of St. Paul and on December 2 by the First Norwegian-
Danish Methodist Episcopal Church of Minneapolis. 

In the Minneapolis Journal for December 9 the extensions of 
the city limits of Minneapolis from 1873 to the present are 
described in an article which announces that Robbinsdale and 
Richfield are petitioning for annexation. An accompanying map 
of the " city and its annexations " illustrates the boundary changes 
of 1873, 1878, 1883, and 1887, which are described in the article. 

An interesting description of Christmas festivities in St. Paul 
in 1849, published in the St. Paul Pioneer Press of December 25, 
is based upon items in contemporary newspapers. 

The story of the Reuter family and the farm, now within the 
city limits of St. Paul, which they have occupied since 1855 is 
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told in a feature article by J. A. Peterson in the St. Paul Daily 
News for November 11. The farm, which is near the Ford plant, 
has recently been sold and divided into lots, on which homes for 
the growing population of the district will be built. 

Into an article on the beginnings of the St. Paul school system, 
in the St. Paul Daily News for December 16, Miss Helen Driscoll 
incorporates copious quotations from a diary kept in 1858 and 
1859 by Benjamin Drew, the first superintendent of St. Paul 
schools. Some of the problems encountered by this pioneer edu­
cator sound surprisingly modern. For example, on October 27, 
1858, he complains of " insufficient ventilation of whole school­
rooms, " and on November 8 he records that one of his teachers 
has " adopted a new plan on account of her large, number of 
scholars: has one-half attend a. m. and the other half in the p. m. " 
A portrait of Mr. Drew appears with the article. 

During the past three months Benjamin Backnumber has pre­
sented in his section on " St. Paul Before This, " which appears 
in the Sunday issues of the St. Paul Daily News, sketches of 
Nathaniel McLean, October 28; of Louis Robert, December 23; 
and of " Old Bets, " the " ancient Indian lady who was for many 
years a familiar figure on the streets " of St. Paul, October 14. 
The " first newspaper illustrations " used in St. Paul are described 
in the article for November 25. 

Pictures of the members of the St. Paul city council for 1884 
are reproduced with a brief descriptive article in the St. Paul 
Daily News for October 28. 

The two sections of the St. Paul Pioneer Press for December 
23 which are devoted to accounts of the development of St. Paul 
during the past year contain a number of articles of historical 
interest. One of these deals with the growth of the South St. 
Paul stock yards; another gives a resume of the development of 
the St. Paul postoffice from a rough little pigeon-holed box in 
1846 to its present proportions. An article about the early settle­
ment of St. Paul and the influence of its location upon its growth 
is illustrated with interesting early pictures and a modern view of 
the city. 



 

Copyright of Minnesota History is the property of the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied or emailed to 
multiple sites or posted to a listserv without the copyright holder’s 
express written permission.  Users may print, download, or email 
articles, however, for individual use. 
 
To request permission for educational or commercial use, contact us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.mnhs.org/mnhistory 

http://www.mnhs.org/mnhistory�
mailto:permissions@mnhs.org?subject=Minnesota History magazine - Request permission for commercial or educational use�
www.mnhs.org/mnhistory�
http://www.mnhs.org/�

