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R. C. Buley (Wisconsin); The Rise of Cities in the Mississippi 
Valley, by E. G. O'Geran (Michigan); The Role of Henry 
Villard in the Development of Transportation in the Northwest, 
1875-95, by J- B. Hedges (Harvard) ; United States Administra­
tion of Indian Affairs in Minnesota, 1819-40, by Willoughby M. 
Babcock, Jr. (Harvard); History of Poor Relief in Minnesota, 
by G. A. Lundberg (Minnesota); Development of the Twin Cities 
as a Metropolitan Center, by Mildred L. Hartsough (Minne­
sota) ; The Expansion of Canada into the Northwest, to 1870, 
by John P. Pritchett (Minnesota); The Agrarian Movement in 
North Dakota, by Paul Fossum (Johns Hopkins) ; A History of 
Norwegian Immigration to the United States, by Theodore C. 
Blegen (Minnesota) ; and A History of the Norwegian Lutheran 
Church of America, by J. M. Rohne (Harvard). 

The chapter of Lord Charnwood's Theodore Roosevelt 
(Boston, 1923) entitled " Nineteenth-Century America" is a 
notable exposition of the part played by the West, by frontier 
influences and problems, in making America what it was at the 
end of that century. 

Stories of early railroading in the Northwest, recalled by Mr. 
Edgar F. Woode, Mr. Clark B. Davidson, and Mr. John D. 
Condit, three pioneer employees of the Chicago, St. Paul, Minne­
apolis and Omaha Railway, are recorded in an illustrated feature 
article in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for January 13. Of special 
interest is a description of the discomforts of winter travel in 
the poorly heated coaches with the danger ever present of a snow 
blockade between the widely separated towns. In the Pioneer 
Press for March 16 some experiences of another pioneer rail­
road man, Mr. John Traynor, who was connected with Minnesota 
railroads from 1866 to 1912, are recounted. 

An account of the " Old Days of Rafting on the Mississippi 
River," by Harry G. Dyer, is published in the Stillwater Daily 
Gazette for March 17. 

A valuable analysis of " The Economic Background of Frontier 
Populism," by Hallie Farmer, appears in the March number 
of the Mississippi Valley Historical Review. Two other articles 
in the same number are of general interest to students of north-
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western history: " Francis Parkman, 1823-1923," by Joseph 
Schafer, and " Western Land Hunger and the War of 1813: A 
Conjecture," by Louis Morton Hacker. 

Numerous articles on the history of the Scandinavians in 
America appear in a new periodical entitled Scandinavia: A 
Monthly Magazine Devoted to the Interests of Scandinavians 
Everywhere, edited by Georg Strandvold and published by P. O. 
Thorson at Grand Forks, North Dakota. The first number of 
this publication, issued in January, reprints Mr. Albert O. 
Barton's interesting article on "Muskego, the Most Historic 
Norwegian Colony" (see ante, p. 284). There is also a brief 
article on the early Norse discoveries entitled " The First Chapter 
of Civilization on the American Continent," by Rasmus B. 
Anderson. The February number contains an article on "The 
Swedish Historical Society of America," by C. G. Wallenius; 
an analysis of " The Anneke Jans Delusions, " by Torstein Jahr; 
an account of " A Singing Settlement" (Lindsborg, Kansas), by 
Alfred Bergin; and an illustrated article, "With a Pioneer 
Through Luther College Museum," by J. Magnus Rohne. 
"Andreas Dreyer (Andries Draeyer)," a colonial officer of the 
seventeenth century who was of Scandinavian origin, is the 
subject of a study by Torstein Jahr in the March number. Miss 
Clara Jacobson contributes to the same issue an account of " A 
Pioneer Pastor Who Knew Lincoln," the Reverend Abraham 
Jacobson, who, it appears, figured in Minnesota history as a 
missionary in Otter Tail, Douglas, and other counties, in the late 
sixties. " Norwegians in the Public and Political Life of the 
United States" is the title of an illuminating paper by Juul 
Dieserud. Two especially interesting articles in the April number 
are " The Danish Settlement at Tyler, Minnesota," by Kristian 
Ostergaard, and " An Outline of Norwegian-American Litera­
ture, " by Einar Josephson. The magazine is handsome in 
appearance, well edited, and interesting, and its first four issues 
indicate that it will be an important medium for the publication 
of historical material. 

In a suggestive article entitled. " The Making and the Mission 
of America," by John H. Finley, published in the American-
Scandinavian Review for January, the inadequacy of the " melting 
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pot" theory of American population is emphasized. " If 
' Americanization' means a hybridization of race, a melting of 
all cultures," writes the author, " it would probably mean a 
reversion to one or another original type, a transmutation into a 
lower culture, an alloy far less precious than some at least of 
the gifts that have value both of substance and of form." 

The Wisconsin Magazine of History for March contains a 
paper on " Albion Academy," where Knute Nelson received his 
education, by J. Q. Emery; an article on Henry de Tonty by 
Dr. Louise P. Kellogg; and an interesting sketch of "Trem­
pealeau: A French Outpost of the Seventeenth Century and a 
State Park of Today, " by W. A. Titus, in which is told the story 
of Nicolas Perrot. 

The entire double number of the Illinois Catholic Historical 
Review for July-October, 1923, is devoted to articles on Marquette 
and Jolliet and the discovery of the Mississippi. Several of the 
articles are reprinted from the July Palimpsest (see ante, p. 314). 

A life of the Indiana antislavery leader George W. Julian, by 
Grace Julian Clarke, has been published as volume 1 in the Indiana 
Biographical Series, issued by the Indiana Historical Commission 
(Indianapolis, 1923. 456 p.). 

A suggestive paper entitled " Historical Documents as Symbols 
of Historic Ideas, " by A. L. Kohlmeier, is printed in an extra 
number of the Indiana History Bulletin dated February. This 
number is given up to the proceedings of the Fifth Annual Indiana 
History Conference, which was held on December 7 and 8 at 
Indianapolis. Several interesting addresses are included in the 
volume, among them one on the " Importance and Possibilities of 
State Historical Museums," by Charles E. Brown, and one on 
" County Historical Museums," by John A. Hibberd. 

A paper on " The Granger Movement in the Middle West, 
with Special Reference to Iowa, " by W. A. Anderson, is printed 
in the Iowa Journal of History and Politics for January. 

A scholarly essay on The Government of Special Charter Cities 
in Iowa, by George F. Robeson, has been issued by the State 
Historical Society of Iowa (Iowa City, 1923. 286 p.). 
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An admirable example of worth-while publication of historical 
source materials is the second volume of Select British Documents 
of the Canadian War of 1812, edited by William Wood and pub­
lished by the Champlain Society (Toronto, 1923. 5i7p.) . Among 
these papers there are occasional interesting references to the 
Indian problem in the Northwest; for example, a letter from 
General Henry Proctor, dated September 6, 1813, deals with the 
important question of supplies and ammunition for the Indians 
(p. 269). 

A bronze tablet marking the fording point on the Red River 
where the Red River carts were taken across the stream is to be 
placed by the Red River Valley chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution, according to a dispatch from Grand Forks 
published in the Minneapolis Journal for January 1. 

A trip from Port Arthur to Fort Garry in 1874 over the 
" Dawson land-and-water route" is described by a Manitoba 
pioneer, Mr. J. C. Stuart, in the Manitoba Free Press of Winnipeg 
for January 23. He relates that the difficulties of travel by 
boat and wagon were so great that he undertook to walk the 
final 120 miles from the Lake of the Woods to the fort. 

GENERAL MINNESOTA ITEMS 

The claim that the " first Minnesota farm " was on Prairie 
Island in the Mississippi River and that the farmers were none 
other than the explorers Radisson and Groseilliers, is made by 
Arthur T. Adams in the Minneapolis Journal for January 6. 

Faculty members and employees who have served the University 
of Minnesota for thirty years or more were honored at the 
Charter Day exercises at the university on February 14. Dr. 
William W. Folwell, the first president of the university, cele­
brated his ninety-first birthday by delivering an address at these 
exercises on " How the University Secured Its Charter. " 

Some of the experiences of the Reverend James Sunderland 
as a Baptist missionary in Minnesota in the eighties are recounted 
in Annals of a Life of Faith: An Autobiography, Reverend James 
Sunderland, D. D. (Kansas City, 1923. 281 p.). 
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At a time when the restriction of immigration is one of the 
most important questions before Congress it is enlightening to 
find that during the latter half of the nineteenth century the 
various states were so anxious to secure immigrants that they 
sent agents both abroad and to New York to persuade new­
comers to settle within their limits. Some Minnesota activities 
in this field are described in a feature article entitled " Minnesota 
Found Advertising Got Desired Immigrants in the Early Days " 
in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for January 20. A suggestive com­
parison is made between the Know-Nothing movement of the 
fifties and the Ku Klux Klan of the present. The article is 
based in part upon the documents published in the BULLETIN for 
August, 1923 (see ante, p. 167-203). Among the illustrations are 
some interesting views of Castle Garden, where immigrants 
landed previous to 1890. 

The second spectacular campaign in the political career of 
Knute Nelson, " when he was a candidate for United States 
Senator against Senator William D. Washburn " in 1895, is the 
subject of a detailed narrative by Elmer E. Adams which is 
published in three installments in the Fergus Falls Daily Journal 
for January 4, 5, and 7. The author reaches the conclusion 
that Nelson during the gubernatorial campaign in the autumn of 
1894 had pledged himself not to oppose Washburn for the senator-
ship. Mr. Adams' account of Nelson's campaign against Charles 
F. Kindred in 1882 appears in a previous number of the BULLETIN 

(see ante, p. 87-107). 

A valuable account of the movement for woman suffrage in 
Minnesota from 1883 to 1900 appears in volume 4 of The History 
of Woman Suffrage, edited by Susan B. Anthony and Ida H. 
Harper (Rochester, 1902) ; and in volume 6 of the same work, 
edited by Ida H. Harper (New York, 1922), the story of the 
movement in Minnesota is brought down to the ratification of 
the federal amendment by the state legislature in 1919. The 
sketch of the movement from 1900 to 1919 is contributed by Mrs. 
S. A. Stockwell, " for ten years president of the State Suffrage 
Association and for over twenty years a member of its executive 
board." 
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An interesting chapter is added to the history of the dairy 
industry in Minnesota by Charles F. Collisson in the Minneapolis 
Tribune for March 2. He describes the careers of two Owatonna 
women, Mrs. Mina L. Holmes and Mrs. J. H. McRostie, who first 
won fame for Minnesota as a butter-producing state by taking 
prizes at international expositions. 

The circumstances which caused a " scarcity of lumber in 
Minnesota a half century ago, when millions of acres of virgin 
timber stood untouched by ax or saw," are described in the 
St. Paul Pioneer Press for February 12. According to this ac­
count the "spring floods which were depended on to float the 
timber to market, did not materialize" in 1863 and 1864 and 
many of the sawmills around St. Paul were forced to close because 
they could not get logs. The terrible log jam in the spring of 
1865 on the St. Croix River also is described in this article, 
which is based upon contemporary newspaper comment. Early 
lumbering in the state is the subject of another article entitled 
" How Pirates Bold of Minnesota Logging Days Stripped 
Timber, " which is contributed to the Pioneer Press of February 
3 by C. C. Kelly, a pioneer lumberman at Grand Rapids. 

Some reminiscences of Fort Ridgely during the Sioux War 
of 1862, related by Mr. O. H. Clarke of Minneapolis, form the 
basis of a feature article in the Minneapolis Journal for March 30. 

An interesting account of the Fisk expedition of 1862 and of 
some of the adventures as a vigilante in Montana of one of its 
members, Nathaniel P. Langford of St. Paul, is presented by 
Don Stetson in the St. Paul Daily News for February 17. Items 
of local interest are stressed throughout the article, which is 
based upon Langford's personal narrative and upon contemporary 
newspaper comment. 

Charles Henry Prior, 1833-1921 is the title of a little 
pamphlet (37 p.) telling about the activities of a prominent 
Minnesota civil engineer, railway official, and business man. The 
booklet has been compiled mainly from the diary of Mr. Prior, 
which was begun in 1853 and continued faithfully for sixty-eight 
years. The few extracts and summaries now printed indicate that 
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the diary as a whole contains a mine of material on the history 
of transportation and other business enterprises in Minneapolis 
and elsewhere in the state. 

An attractive booklet entitled George H. Haven (15 p.) has 
been issued in commemoration of the life and services of a 
prominent Minnesota business man who died on August 5, 1923, 
at his home in Chatfield. 

A brief article bearing the title " Michael J. Dowling, the Story 
of a ' Game M a n , ' " is printed in the Journal of the American 
Irish Historical Society for 1923. 

A sketch of Charles T. Cavalier, a pioneer who settled first 
near St. Paul and in 1851 at Pembina, North Dakota, appears in 
number 2 of the Statehood Souvenir issued by the Red River 
Valley Old Settlers' Association. 

In the Twin City papers of the past three months numerous 
biographical sketches and reminiscent stories of pioneers are 
published. These include outlines of the careers of Mr. William 
de la Barre, who has been connected with the milling interests 
at the Falls of St. Anthony since 1878, in the Minneapolis Journal 
for January 29, and of Mr. Jacob J. Folsom, a Hinkley business 
man, in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for March 30; accounts of 
the adventures of Mr. Nicholas Faber of St. Paul, " a retired 
city fireman, who served thirty-two years, beginning in 1881," 
and of Detective Philip W. Schweitzer of St. Paul, who " is on 
record at Central police station as the earliest to enter service," 
in the Pioneer Press for January 27 and February 3 ; and a narra­
tive of the experiences of Mr. John Ahern of St. Paul as an 
Indian fighter after the Custer massacre, in the St. Paul Daily 
News for March 23. Mrs. George F. Wilkins of Minneapolis 
recalls early days at the University of Minnesota, with which 
she was connected both as a student and as an instructor in 
the seventies, in the Journal for January 27. An account of the 
visit to St. Paul of Archbishop Samuel P. Matheson of Winnipeg, 
in the St. Paul Dispatch for February 19, includes his recollec­
tions of the Red River settlement and of a journey to Minnesota's 
capital in 1876. 
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LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 

Perhaps the most important recent development in the field of 
Minnesota local history is the organization of the Ramsey County 
Historical Society. Last fall a committee of the Fourth District 
Federation of Women's Clubs, with Mrs. Ernest J. Stiefel of St. 
Paul as chairman, was appointed to take preliminary steps toward 
the establishment of such a society. An organization meeting 
was held on January 25 and after talks by Dr. Solon J. Buck, 
superintendent of the Minnesota Historical Society, and the 
Honorable Arthur E. Nelson, mayor of St. Paul, temporary 
officers were chosen and a committee was appointed to draw 
up a constitution. On February 29 this committee reported at a 
meeting called by the temporary president and a constitution based 
upon the model constitution printed in the BULLETIN for 
February-May, 1922, was adopted. Officers elected to serve until 
the annual meeting in May were: Mr. Edward P. Davis, presi­
dent; Mayor Arthur E. Nelson, first vice president; Miss Mary 
V. Carney, second vice president; Mrs. Stiefel, secretary; and 
Mr. Earnest H. Davidson, treasurer. The constitution provides 
for two classes of active members, — life and annual, — the dues 
for the former being a single payment of twenty-five dollars 
and for the latter one dollar a year. In addition to the regular 
officers the society is to have a board of directors composed of 
the officers and nine elected members. The society is to be affili­
ated with the Minnesota Historical Society as an institutional 
member and provision is made for an annual report to the super­
intendent of the state society. Thus the foundations have been 
laid for organized local history activity in Ramsey County. 

In another county of the state important progress in local 
history organization has been made. As early as 1893 an old 
settlers' association was organized in Becker county, but this 
society seems to have had a short existence. In 1923 an informal 
movement to mark a local site of historic interest led to the or­
ganization of the Becker County Historical Society. This in­
stitution was reorganized at a meeting held in Detroit on January 
25, 1924, new by-laws were adopted, and the following officers 
were elected: Dr. L. C. Weeks, president; Miss Sadie Dunning, 
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vice-president; and Mr. E. J. Bestick, secretary-treasurer. The 
society has collected a considerable number of pictures of scenes 
and persons connected with Becker County history and possesses 
files of some of the early newspapers published in the county. It 
also has assembled the nucleus for a collection of Indian and 
other relics of historical interest. The society has been given the 
use of a room in the public library of Detroit. 

These new developments in Ramsey and Becker counties make 
it evident that the movement for the organization of local history 
work is gaining force in Minnesota. There are indications that 
attempts to form local historical societies will soon be made in 
Hennepin, Faribault, and Olmsted counties. 

The St. Louis County Historical Society continues its public 
activity. Among the topics of the papers and addresses given 
at a meeting held in Duluth on March 3 were the following: 
" Memoir of Joseph Pecore, a Pioneer of the Northwest," by 
Cotter Randall of Duluth; " Historical Background of Jay Cooke 
State Park," by Henry Oldenburg of Carlton; " A Simple State­
ment of Geologic Facts Regarding the Minnesota Iron Ranges," 
by J. Fred Wolff of Duluth; " Some Early History of the Duluth 
Canal," by John H. Darling of Duluth; and the " Fragmentary 
Diary of Mrs. Edmund Franklin Ely, " by Mrs. A. T. Banning, 
Jr., of Duluth. 

A detailed account of " The Battle of New Ulm " in 1862 by 
Colonel Charles E. Flandrau is printed in a special "auto and 
style show edition " of the New Ulm Review, issued on February 
20. In a prefactory note it is explained that Colonel Flandrau 
wrote the narrative for Mr. Parker Peirce, now of Kamiah, 
Idaho, for use in a book which the latter was preparing " years 
ago." Mr. Peirce, who wrote a volume on the Sioux War, did 
not make use of the Flandrau account and recently he submitted 
it for publication in the Review. In the same number of this 
paper appears a description of a " Military Ball at Fort Ridgely " 
on February 22, 1865, by Mrs. G. C. Ashby. 

Accounts of the early settlement of Sheldon, Winnebago, and 
Union townships have been added during the past three months 
to the histories of Houston County townships which the Caledonia 
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Journal is publishing serially (see ante, p. 394). The first settlers 
and pioneer milling enterprises at Deer Creek in Otter Tail county 
are described in the Fergus Falls Daily Journal for January 30. 

The growth since 1898 of the Mankato Citizens' Telephone 
Company is the subject of an article in the Mankato Free Press 
for March 29. 

The history of the Rochester Baptist Church, which was 
founded in 1857, is reviewed in the Rochester Daily Post and 
Record for January 31. 

The annual meeting of the Read's Landing Association, com­
posed of former residents of the little town on the Mississippi 
River, was held in Minneapolis on March 22. 

The story of the old Sawyer House at Stillwater (see ante, 
p. 460) is reviewed in an illustrated feature article in the St. Paul 
Pioneer Press for February 17. The old hotel was erected in 
i860 and was a center of activity in Stillwater during the years 
of the city's greatest prosperity. Some of the prominent men 
who have been guests at the hotel are mentioned and important 
events which have taken place there are noted in the article. 

A brief history of Ericksonville in Mille Lacs County and a 
sketch of Lars Erickson for whom the town was named appear 
in the Onamia Teamwork for January 17. 

Among the subjects recently dealt with by Benjamin Back-
number in his sketches of " St. Paul Before This " in the St. 
Paul Daily News are " Newspapers in the 8o's," January 20; 
" Press Association Beginnings, " February 10; and some early 
local printers, March 9. 

The seventieth anniversary of the incorporation of the city 
of St. Paul was celebrated by a special luncheon at the St. Paul 
Athletic Club on March 5 at which speeches were made on " A 
Look into the Past, " by Judge Thomas D. O'Brien; on " St. Paul 
Today, " by L. R. S. Ferguson; and on " The Problem of To­
morrow, " by Paul N. Meyers. 

The development of St. Paul as a railroad center is traced in 
an article in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for January 27. Among 
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the events which have marked the city's progress are noted the 
building of its first railroad in 1862, the formation of the St. 
Paul Union Depot Company in 1879, the completion of the first 
union passenger depot in 1881, and the erection of the present 
handsome station. 

An interesting celebration, held in St. Paul on February 22, 
commemorated the twenty-fifth anniversary of the local council 
of the Knights of Columbus. A sketch of the history of this 
organization appears in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for February 
17-

An account of the history of the St. Anthony Turnverein, 
which was founded in 1857 by German pioneers, appears in the 
Minneapolis Tribune for January 27. 

Various phases of the musical development of Minneapolis 
are described in a group of articles in the Minneapolis Journal for 
February 17. The history of the Minneapolis Symphony Or­
chestra since its organization in 1903 is reviewed, and accounts 
of the growth of the MacPhail School of Music and of the Min­
neapolis School of Music, Oratory, and Dramatic Art are pre­
sented. In the St. Paul Pioneer Press for January 20 is a brief 
sketch of the career of Leberich Otto, who is said to have "or­
ganized the first band in the Northwest" at St. Paul. 

Special services were conducted on February 10, 11, and 12, at 
St. Olaf Lutheran Church of Minneapolis in honor of the fiftieth 
anniversary of its founding. 

The planning and building of the Church of the Holy Trinity 
of Minneapolis in 1873 are described in an article in the Minne­
apolis Journal of March 2. Extracts from letters written by the 
pastor, the Reverend George L. Chase, reveal that he designed 
the structure; members of his congregation, including Dr. William 
W. Folwell, are said to have aided in its construction. A picture 
of the old Gothic church appears with the article. 
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