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1923. 384 p.), contains much of Minnesota interest, including 
chapters on Duluth, the iron mines, and " Up the North Shore. " 
The Lake Superior Country, by T. Morris Longstreth (New 
York, 1924. 360 p.), deals mainly with Canadian regions but 
includes an account of brief visits to Duluth and Grand Portage. 
Both works are illustrated, the former with sketches by Marion 
P. Waldron and the latter with excellent photographs. Neither 
author knows much about the history of the Northwest or is 
interested in any except its spectacular or romantic aspects. 
Nevertheless the books have a very real value for the student 
of the history of the region dealt with, for they furnish him with 
vivid impressions of the natural environment and they indicate 
what has been the outcome of that history to date. 

An interesting addition to the records of steamboat traffic on 
the upper Mississippi is the account of the career of Captain 
George S. Hays in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for May 25. 
Captain Hays, whose portrait appears with the article, was con­
nected with river traffic from the close of the Civil War until his 
death in 1894. 

A study of agrarian political activity in the United States since 
the World War appears under the title " The American Farmer 
Enters Politics," by Elmer D. Graper, in Current History for 
February. The article includes a brief account of the " Rise of 
Farmer Labor Party. " 

Scandinavia (see ante, p. 465) continues to bring out articles 
of interest for the history of the Scandinavians in the United 
States. " The Tragedy of the Immigrant" with his devotion to 
his mother country and his adopted land is the theme of an 
article in the May number by Kristian Prestgard, translated from 
the Norwegian by Knut Gjerset. The author takes the vieiv 
that to promote " the process of Americanization by force and 
coercion is as impossible and unnatural as to pass a law that this 
year all the young apple trees planted shall grow at least twelve 
feet. " In the same number are articles on " The Swedes in 
Canada," by Axel V. Carlson, " The Finns in America," by 
Clemens Niemi, and " Two American Legends of Ole Bull, " by 
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Albert O. Barton. In the June number there is an article en­
titled " On the Pioneer Trail of the Northwest: The Dagmar 
Colony, " by Emil F. Madsen, which tells of a Danish settlement 
in Montana. An account of the " History of the Swedish Set­
tlement at Proctor, Vermont, " is contributed by Otto T. Johnson. 
Mr. Halldor Hermannsson tells about " The Fiske Icelandic 
Collection in Cornell University. " 

An interesting appeal to Norwegians to preserve the old letters 
received from emigrants in America is made in an article en­
titled " Ta Vare Paa Amerika-brevene" by Gunnar Malmin, 
published in Nordmands-Forbundet for February. The author 
tells of some of the interesting " America letters " which he has 
located in Norwegian archives. The most interesting of all, he 
says, is a letter by Gjert G. Hovland written from Rochester, 
New York, on April 22, 1835, a copy of which Mr. Malmin found 
in the royal archives. An English translation of this letter, noted 
in the " News and Comment" section of the BULLETIN for 
August-November, 1922, was published in the Mississippi Valley 
Historical Review for June, 1922, and a transcription of the 
original is among the manuscripts of the Minnesota Historical 
Society. 

A contribution to the history of the Norwegian element in the 
United States is made in an article on " Knud Henderson — 
Pioneer Norwegian Music Teacher," by Albert O. Barton, pub­
lished in the Wisconsin State Journal of Madison for June 29. 
Much of the story, which relates to pioneer life in Wisconsin 
and Illinois, is told in Mr. Henderson's own words. 

Plans are being made for a celebration at the Minnesota State 
Fair grounds from June 7 to 9, 1925, of the centennial of the 
arrival in America of the Norwegian immigrants who crossed 
the Atlantic in 1825 on the sloop " Restaurationen," settled in 
western New York, and paved the way for later Norwegian 
immigration to America. 

A collection of Documents Relating to the Erection of Wayne 
County and Michigan Territory (Detroit, 1922-1923 [sic]. 45 
p.) has been "printed by authority of the board of supervisors 
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for the county of Wayne, in accordance with act no. 254, Michi­
gan Public Acts, 1919." The fact that it was prepared for 
publication by the Burton Historical Collection of the Detroit 
Public Library is a guaranty of careful work; and its designa­
tion as Historical Publications of Wayne County, Michigan, 
numbers 1 and 2, indicates that more may be expected. When 
such official support of local historical work becomes general 
throughout the country the way will be prepared for an adequate 
interpretation of the history of the American people. 

Attention is called to several groups of papers in the Burton 
Historical Collection of the Detroit Public Library which throw 
light upon the fur trade and other activities of the British period 
in the Great Lakes region in an article entitled " ' Who Was Who ' 
in Michigan, 1760-1796," by " L. O. W. , " in the Michigan 
History Magazine for April. " The papers of John Porteous, 
a Scotchman, from Perth, for the few years following 1762, are 
a cinema of life on the Great Lakes. " 

" The Northwestern Career of Jefferson Davis," by Milo M. 
Quaife, and " Commerce and Union Sentiment in the Northwest 
in i860, " by A. H. Kohlmier, are two of the papers in the 
Transactions of the Illinois State Historical Society for 1923 
(368 p.). A considerable portion of the volume is devoted to 
a reprint of a rare book entitled Sketches of the History of 
Stephenson County, III., and Incidents Connected with the Early 
Settlement of the North-west, by William J. Johnston, which was 
published at Freeport in 1854. 

An article on " Nelson Powell Hulst, ' The Greatest American 
Authority on I ron , ' " by Ellis B. Usher, published in the Wis­
consin Magazine of History for June, is of interest to Minnesota 
readers because Hulst was a mining engineer of Wisconsin who 
was for a time general manager of the Oliver Mining Company 
and " then general manager in charge of the Carnegie mining 
interests in all five iron ranges of the Lake Superior country. " 
When he retired from active work in 1904 he was a vice presi­
dent of the United States Steel Corporation. An article on " Ole 
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Bull and His Wisconsin Contacts, " by Albert O. Barton, appears 
in the same magazine. 

In a pageant on June 2 the history of the Wisconsin State 
Normal School at River Falls was pictured against a background 
of St. Croix Valley history. The pageant was the chief feature 
of the celebration of the semicentennial of the school. The story 
of its growth since 1874 is recounted in the St. Paul Pioneer 
Press for June 1. 

GENERAL MINNESOTA ITEMS 

The Gopher of 1925, prepared by the Junior class of the Uni­
versity of Minnesota, is issued as an " Historical Gopher " and 
contains, in addition to a large number of illustrations of Minne­
sota historic sites and scenes, several articles of historical interest. 
Especially valuable is a section entitled "History of the 
University " which is divided into six chapters: " The Setting 
of the Stage, 1851-1869," "The Raising of the Curtain, 1869-
1884," "The Years of Rising Action, 1884-1910," "The 
Dramatis Personae— Student Life,' ' " The Dawn of the Greater 
University, 1911-1923," and "The Denouement: A Greater 
Minnesota." Mr. Albert W. Morse contributes a sprightly 
sketch entitled " Minnesota, the State" in which he mentions 
many dramatic episodes connected with its development. 

The purpose of A Story of Grand Portage and Vicinity Com­
piled from the Writings of Warren, Winchell, Neill and Buck, 
by John B. Arnold (Duluth, 1923. 48 p.) is apparently to 
advertise Grand Portage Harbor. The author believes that " the 
finger of destiny points to Grand Portage as one of the future 
great maritime metropolises of the world. " The pamphlet, as its 
title indicates, is a compilation from the writings of others. Con­
siderable portions of the article entitled " The Story of the Grand 
Portage," by Solon J. Buck, published in this magazine for 
February, 1923 (see ante, p. 14-27) are embodied, without 
change, in Mr. Arnold's text. Several interesting maps and 
illustrations accompany the text. 
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Among the materials available for the use of grade teachers 
giving courses in Minnesota history is an outline entitled Study 
of Minnesota for Use in the Fourth Grade and an Amplified 
Outline for the Study of Minnesota in the Sixth Grade; by Antoi­
nette E. Ford, published by the St. Paul Grade Teachers' 
Federation in 1915 (41 p.). 

Minnesota pioneers gathered at the Old Capitol in St. Paul on 
May 10 for the annual meeting of the Minnesota Territorial 
Pioneers' Association; incidentally they celebrated the sixty-sixth 
anniversary of the state's admission to the Union. Since May 
II , the date of admission, fell on Sunday, the meeting was held 
a day early. 

The Minnesota society of the Daughters of American Colo­
nists plans to erect a monument commemorating Hennepin's 
discovery of the Falls of St. Anthony at the east end of the 
Tenth Avenue Bridge in Minneapolis, according to an announce­
ment in the Minneapolis Journal for June 8. 

The address delivered by Dr. William Watts Folwell on the 
granting of the charter of the University of Minnesota (see ante, 
p. 467) appears in the Minnesota Alumni Weekly for February 14. 

The story of the Minneapolis Symphony Orchestra and its 
growth into a musical organization of national reputation is out­
lined in the Minneapolis Journal for June 1. Musical forbears 
of the orchestra in Minneapolis are noted; its organization in 
1903 and the more spectacular events connected with its progress 
during twenty-one years are described. A photograph of the 
members of the first violin section of the orchestra at the time 
of its organization is reproduced with a brief note about the 
musicians in the Minneapolis Tribune for June 1. 

" An Unpublished Chapter in Stage History" is the appro­
priate heading of the first installment of the reminiscences of Mr. 
L. N. Scott of St. Paul, which appears in the Minneapolis Journal 
for June 22. Mr. Scott, who has managed theaters in St. Paul 
for forty-one years, unfolds an interesting narrative. He tells 
of his early employment on Commodore William F. Davidson's 
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river steamboats and of his transfer to the managership of a 
small St. Paul theater owned by the river magnate. The author 
describes his early experiences as a theatrical manager and men­
tions some of the famous actors who have appeared before St. 
Paul audiences in theaters under his management. 

Services in commemoration of the eighty-ninth anniversary of 
the establishment of the first Protestant church in Minnesota 
were held at Fort Snelling on June 8. 

The recent trip from Chicago to the Pacific coast of the 
" William Crooks, " Minnesota's first locomotive, and of the new 
" Oriental Limited " of the Great Northern Railway is the sub­
ject of extensive newspaper comment about the pioneer locomotive 
during May. Coaches of the Civil War period were drawn by 
the " William Crooks" and in various cities along the route 
these were exhibited beside the luxurious modern coaches. In 
one of the articles occasioned by the overland journey and pub­
lished in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for June 1, the story of how 
James J. Hill built the Great Northern Railway is related by 
Mr. Hoke Smith, western development agent for the railroad. 

Another phase of railroad history is touched upon in an inter­
view published in the St. Paul Daily News, in which " Eugene 
V. Debs recounts how he was victorious over James J. Hill in 
St. Paul wage conference " during the railroad strike of 1894. 

Veteran railroad men who were employed between 1863 and 
1870 on any of the three lines which later united to form the 
Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul Railroad, held their annual 
meeting in the Sibley House at Mendota on June 4. 

An interesting account of a picturesque though unprofitable 
phase of pioneer enterprise, the attempt to pan gold from the 
rivers of southeastern Minnesota, appears in the St. Paul Pioneer 
Press for June 1. The article deals particularly with the activi­
ties in 1859 of the " Oronoco Mining company " and of one of 
its members,' Mr. Caleb C. Emery, around the town of Oronoco. 
Mr. Emery's frontier farming operations near Oronoco, where 
he still resides, are also described. 
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In 1857 a German, Wendelin Grimm, from Kulsheim in the 
Grand Duchy of Baden came to Minnesota and located in Lake-
town Township, Carver County. With him he brought a bag 
containing fifteen or twenty pounds of alfalfa seed. On June 
10, 1924, " hundreds of devotees of better agriculture, including 
college professors and extension workers, farmers and their 
families, business men and a number of direct descendants of this 
sturdy old German pioneer, made a pilgrimage to the original 
Grimm farm in Carver county, to commemorate his work and 
perpetuate his memory." A bronze tablet fastened to a large 
boulder was unveiled which bears the inscription, " Commemo­
rating Wendelin Grimm, resident of Minnesota, 1857-1891, who 
originated Grimm alfalfa on this farm. Erected June, 1924, by 
Grimm Alfalfa Growers' Association." The importance of 
alfalfa growing to Minnesota agriculture and the value of 
Grimm's pioneering are discussed in a story by Charles F. Col-
lisson, printed in the Minneapolis Tribune for June 15. That 
the simple tale is not without dramatic appeal may be seen from 
a feature story about Grimm in the Minneapolis Journal for June 
15, which has this tremendous title, " The Farmer Who Made 
Pizarro Look Cheap and the Romantic Story of a Little Bag 
of Seed in an Immigrant's Trunk, and How It Grew on a Min­
nesota Hillside, into a Green Gold Mine That Yields an Annual 
Treasure Many Times More Valuable Than the Plunder of the 
Incas and the Loot of Aztec Temples." 

How diversification in Minnesota agriculture saved the sit­
uation for the farmer who up to the eighties had specialized in 
wheat is told as one feature of an article entitled " Don't Worry 
about the Northwest, " by G. R. Martin, in the Nation's Business 
for February. 

A well-written account of the career of Colonel William 
Colvill by Mrs. C. N. Akers is printed in the St. Paul Pioneer 
Press for June 29 under the title " Minnesota's ' Fighting First ' 
Made Famous Charge 61 Years Ago." Mrs. Akers, who was 
intimately acquainted with Colonel Colvill, prepared the account 
of his life for the Hamline Fortnightly Club, which devoted its 
programs during the past year to Minnesota history topics. 
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A pamphlet entitled Personal Recollections of a Great Bacon­
ian, Hon. Ignatius Donnelly, by Henry W. Wack, has been issued 
by the Bacon Society of America as a reprint from the American 
Baconian for November, 1923 (15 p.). Emphasis is placed upon 
the literary side of Donnelly's activities, particularly his contri­
butions to the Shakespeare-Bacon controversy. The author 
characterizes Donnelly as " a unique factor in the land, a man 
of versatile genius; infinite wit, prodigious industry and quick 
human sympathies. He was also a gentleman of delightful 
pugnacities! " " Wherever the Sage of Nininger bellowed," 
he writes, " there the western multitude jammed the aisles." 
Donnelly's career, according to Mr. Wack, was " the most violent 
political career of any man since the time of Robespierre." 

A valuable study of the operation of the mothers' pensions law 
in Minnesota is printed under the title " County Allowances in 
Minnesota in 1922," by Mildred D. Mudgett, in the Journal of 
Social Forces for May. 

The progress through southern Minnesota and eastern South 
Dakota of the " James-Younger gang" of bandits after the 
Northfield robbery of 1876 is traced in great detail by J. A. 
Derome in a series of articles which appear each Saturday in the 
Daily Argus-Leader of Sioux Falls, South Dakota, from March 
22 to June 14. 

Mr. Elmer E. Adams' study of The Washburn-Nelson Sena­
torial Campaign of 1804-1895 (see ante, p. 468) has been 
reprinted as a small pamphlet (Fergus Falls, 1924. 13 p.). 

LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 

A brief article entitled " George Loomis Becker and the 
County Named to Honor Him," by Warren Upham, is printed 
in the Detroit Record for June 20. 

A history of the Mankato State Teachers College and an 
account of the career of President Charles H. Cooper, who has 
been at the head of the school for twenty-five years, are pub­
lished in the Mankato Daily Free Press for April 9. 
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A special edition of the Polk County Leader of Crookston, 
dated June 6, " is published to commemorate the centennial of 
the first official exploration of the Red River Valley by the 
United States government, and to record in some measure 
the progress of Crookston and Polk county." An account of the 
Long expedition of 1823 is contributed by Mr. Conrad G. Selvig, 
superintendent of the Northwest School and Station of the 
University of Minnesota. He also is the author of " Notes 
From Early History of County." The reminiscences of Mr. 
Elias Steenerson, one of the earliest settlers in the county, are 
published under the title " Hardships of the First Settlement of 
Polk County." An entire section is devoted to the history of 
the northwest school and to the development of farming and 
dairying in the region. Stories of the early exploration of the 
Red River Valley and of the building of the railroad through it 
are related by Mr. Olin D. Wheeler. 

An account of " Scenic and Historic Ramsey State Park, " by 
H. M. Hitchcock, in which some attention is given to the his­
torical background of the region, appears in Sparks: Northwest 
Motor Digest for July. 

Among the old settlers' associations which have held meetings 
recently are those of Renville County at Olivia on June 11, 12, 
and 13, of Dodge County at Mantorville on June 9, and of 
Stearns County at St. Cloud on June 3. 

At a meeting of the St. Louis County Historical Society in 
Hibbing on April 22, addresses and papers were given on the 
following topics: " Early Education in Hibbing" by Mrs. 
Susan Gandsey, who has the honor of being " Hibbing's first 
teacher " ; " Hibbing Independent School District Number 27, ' ' 
by C. E. Everett; " The Northern Border in the Treaty of Paris 
and Treaty of Ghent, " by William E. Culkin; " Recollections of 
Early Residents of Hibbing, " by Judge Martin Hughes; " Hib­
bing in the War , " by R. W. Hitchcock; and " An Illustrated 
Ramble through Minnesota History," by Willoughby M. Bab­
cock, Jr., curator of the museum of the Minnesota Historical 
Society. 
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" Legends and Stories from the St. Croix River " is the title 
of a series by Ruth B. Teare which has been appearing in the 
Washington County Post of Stillwater since April 24. The 
following subjects are included: a description of the St. Croix 
Valley as " The Land of the Chippewas and Sioux," April 24; 
" Battle Hollow," the story of the Sioux-Chippewa conflict near 
Stillwater in 1839, May 1; some recollections of Mrs. Maria 
Bolles concerning the Indians of the region, May 8; an "Elegy 
Written on an Indian Mound," May 15; an Indian legend about 
" Zion Hill ," at Stillwater, May 22; accounts of John McKu-
sick's lumber mill and of the landslide of 1852, May 29; stories 
of "Early Days in Stillwater," June 5, 12, and 19; and an 
account of " Vasa — the City That Never Was ," June 26. 

The completion of a new city hall in Virginia is the occasion 
for the publication in the Virginia Daily Enterprise for April 9 
of descriptions of earlier city halls and of the history of the 
movement which resulted in the erection of the present structure. 

The Tuttle-Columbus Neighborhood (Minneapolis, n.d. 52 p.) 
is the title of a pamphlet embodying the results of a survey of 
a community in southeast Minneapolis made under the direction 
of Professor Manuel C. Elmer of the University of Minnesota. 

The completion of the new Nicollet Hotel in Minneapolis has 
again aroused interest in the old Nicollet House which stood on 
the same site for sixty-five years. The Minneapolis Tribune for 
June 15 publishes an account of the old hostelry and a picture 
taken in 1858. 

Accounts of the " Old Red Mill" in Edina Township on the 
outskirts of Minneapolis and of Mr. George Millam, the miller 
who began to operate it in 1869, appear in the Minneapolis Tri­
bune and the Minneapolis Journal for April 20. Pictures of the 
mill appear with both narratives. 

In an account published in the Minneapolis Journal for May 
13, some of the Civil War experiences of Judge Ell Torrance of 
Minneapolis are related. The article is occasioned by his 
eightieth birthday. 
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For a period of nearly seven years historical sketches and per­
sonal recollections by " Benjamin Backnumber" have appeared 
in the Sunday issues of the St. Paul Daily News under the head­
ing " St. Paul Before This." The first series of these articles 
appeared from February 26, 1911, to February 16, 1913, and the 
second from September 14, 1919, to April 6, 1924. It is now 
announced that the author of these contributions to local his­
tory— many of which have been noted in the pages of the 
BULLETIN — is Mr. John Talman, newspaper librarian of the 
Minnesota Historical Society. 

An illustrated Jubilee Year Book (1924. 47 p.) has been issued 
by the Dayton Avenue Presbyterian Church of St. Paul in honor 
of the fiftieth anniversary of its founding, which was celebrated 
from April 16 to 27. Brief histories of the church, of the 
" Carroll Street Mission," and of the " Women's Missionary 
Society " are included. 

At the dedication on April 13 of the new edifice of the First 
Swedish Methodist Episcopal Church of St. Paul, the seventy-
fourth anniversary of the establishment of the church in that 
city was celebrated. A brief history of this branch of the Method­
ist Church in St. Paul appears in the St. Paul Pioneer Press of 
April 13. A week of celebration by members of its congrega­
tion marked the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the 
Swedish Tabernacle of St. Paul. The Pioneer Press for April 
20, the date of the beginning of the jubilee, publishes an outline 
of the history of the church. 

The fates of some of the old church buildings of St. Paul, 
long since abandoned by their congregations, are noted in an 
article in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for May 18. It reveals that 
the churches are now being put to uses varying from a garage to 
an undertaker's establishment. Pictures of some of these old 
structures and portraits of pastors who formerly served in them 
accompany the article. 

The history of one of the oldest office buildings in the state, 
the Irvine Block in St. Paul, which was erected in 1854, is pre­
sented, with a view of the building, in the St. Paul Daily News 
for June 8. 
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Brief illustrated articles about some of the parks and squares 
of St. Paul have appeared recently in the St. Paul Daily News. 
The interesting fact that Rice Park, Smith Park, and Irvine 
Park have belonged to the city since 1849, the y e a r in which 
Minnesota Territory was organized, is brought out in the 
sketches for May 24 and June 1 and 22. Accounts of Indian 
Mounds Park, Summit Park, and Linwood Park, all more re­
cently acquired, are published on June 8, 15, and 29. Portraits 
of Henry M. Rice, who presented Rice Park to the city, and of 
Mrs. Rice appear in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for June 1. 

In memory of three former presidents of the St. Anthony Park 
Improvement Association, Professors Samuel B. Green and 
Le Roy Cady of the University of Minnesota college of agricul­
ture and Gilbert Gutterson, three granite boulders were unveiled 
with appropriate ceremonies at College Park in the St. Paul 
suburb on May 11. The St. Paul Pioneer Press of that date 
publishes sketches of the careers of the men who were thus 
honored. 

Days when the traveling circus was developing into an im­
portant form of amusement are recalled in an illustrated feature 
article in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for April 20 about the 
" Guerin, St. Germain and DeHaven ' Grand Imperial Circus,' " 
which was financed principally by St. Paul men. In the late 
sixties the circus opened in St. Louis, spent a winter in St. Paul, 
and then went east. Misfortune followed in its train, however, 
and the competition of five other shows caused its final collapse 
in Maine. With it went the fortunes of the St. Paul promoters, 
Vital Guerin and Frank St. Germain. Recollections of sons of 
the two men concerning this unfortunate venture are included in 
the article. 
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