










STEAMBOAT aficionados will want to 
note two recently published articles on 
that form of transportation. William 
E. Lass's account of "Steamboats on 
the Yellowstone," which appeared in 
the Autumn, 1985, issue of Montana, 
The Magazine oJ Western History, 
describes navigation on that river from 
the 1870s to about 1910, a "last, brief 
flurry of commercial boating on the 
lower Yellowstone. . . . Although . . . 
it was vital at a time when soldiers 
and pioneers were opening the way 
for the occupation of the valley." 

The Spring, 1985, issue of Steam­
boat Bill, the quarterly of the Steam­
ship Historical Society of America, has 
an article by John Townsend Gibbons 
on "The Landlocked Steamboats of 
Lake Minnetonka" that traces "a 
surprisingly vast collection of craft" on 
that lake from 1860 to about 1926. 
The author points out that "at its 
zenith more than 90 steamboats 
plowed the bays of Lake Minnetonka." 
The article is illustrated with some 
excellent photographs. 

"WHEN people think of folklore or 
tradition, they think of places other 
than their own and of people other 
than themselves," write Yvonne R. 
Lockwood, C. Kurt Dewhurst, and 
Marsha MacDowell, editors of 
Michigan: Whose Story? A Celebra­
tion oJ the State's Traditions. This 
catalog, produced in conjunction with 
a festival held in 1985, proves that 
each region, group, and occupation, 
for example, in the state has a rich 
heritage of its own. The 28-page book 
contains 46 photographs documenting 
traditions as diverse as baking pasties, 
calling ducks, singing gospel, and 
painting graffiti. Useful appendixes 
include a list of folklife resources in 
Michigan and a select bibliography of 
pertinent books, articles, and records. 
Michigan: "Whose Story? can be 
ordered from Michigan State Univer­
sity Museum, Folk Arts Division, East 
Lansing 48824. Checks for $2.00 plus 
$1.50 postage and handling should be 
made out to Michigan State Univer­
sity. 

INDIANS in Minnesota (Minneapolis, 
University of Minnesota Press, 1985, 
326 p. , cloth, $25.00, paper, $12.95), 
is the fourth edition of the League of 
Women Voters of Minnesota's book, 
first published in 1962. Compiled by 
Elizabeth Ebbott and edited by Judith 
Rosenblatt, it is a useful compendium 
of information on Minnesota's Dakota 
and Ojibway Indian population. 

Based on statistics from the 1980 
census and information compiled by 
League members around the state, the 
book deals with such topics as 
governmental policies; federal, state, 
and local relations with tribal 
governments; urban Indians; eco­
nomic development; education; 
housing; welfare; chemical depend­
ency; and the criminal justice system. 
In most cases the book puts current 
problems and situations within the 
context of past events, laws, and 
treaties and as such makes a handy 
reference guide. The book also 
contains a 16-page section of mostly 
recent photos of Minnesota Indians in 
various activities. 

NINE booklets, each containing a 
preface by D. Jerome Tweton, a brief 
bibliographical essay, and illustrations, 
make up the North Dakota Mini-
Biography series. Published in 1986 by 
that state's historical society, the series 
provides studies of "plain people" 
from the state's past. Its goal is to 
present "useful and verifiable studies 
of people who made an impact upon 
North Dakota." Not only do the 
individual booklets accomplish this 
goal but, taken together, they provide 
an impressive range of experiences and 
stories: missionaries, schoolteachers, 
politicians and political activists, and 
immigrants are included. The series 
can be purchased for $9.00 (plus $1.00 
for postage) or $1.50 per booklet (plus 
$1.00 postage per order) from the 
Education and Interpretation Divi­
sion, State Historical Society of North 
Dakota, North Dakota Heritage 
Center, Bismarck 58505. A list of the 
individual titles follows. 

Johanna Knudsen MiUer: Pioneer 
Teacher, by Vito Perrone; The 
Gentleman Jrom North Dakota: Lynn 
J. Frazier, hy Nels Erickson; Goodbye 
to Elbowoods: The Story oj Harold 
and Eva Case, by Cristyann Ranck 
Maxfield; Daphna Nygaard: A 
Woman in Politics, by Lois Forrest; 
Neil C. Macdonald: Schoolman, by 
Janice Lookhart Ginger; The Re-
Jormer: George B. Winship, by Jack 
Hagerty; The Americanization oj 
Christina Hillius: German-Russian 
Immigrant to North Dakota, by 
Gordon L. Iseminger; Joseph Harris 
Heckman: Father oJ Tax-supported 
Public Libraries in North Dakota, by 
Helen L. Perth; and T. H. H. Thore-
sen: States Attorney, Tax Commis­
sioner, and Lieutenant Governor, by 
Cynthia T. Selland and Chandice 
Johnson. 

A CALL for papers has been issued by 
the Oral History Association for its 
21st annual meeting to be held in St. 
Paul, October 15-18, 1987. Any subject 
relating to oral history is welcome, 
but topics concerning the Upper 
Midwest are especially sought. 
Prospective participants should send a 
vita, a two-page typed prospectus, 
and relevant bibliographical informa­
tion to Lila Johnson Goff, Minnesota 
Historical Society 690 Cedar St., St. 
Paul, Minn. 55101, by December 31, 
1986. 

"BE a forest ranger. Hunt, fish and 
trap. Cabin furnished. Vacation with 
pay," began the ad in a "slick" 
magazine that first attracted Don 
Wilson's attention to the forest service. 
His charming book, also entitled Be A 
Forest Ranger, chronicles the first ten 
years (1927-36) of his almost 45-year 
career in forestry in Minnesota. 

Fire prevention, as well as fire 
quenching, was a major part of 
Wilson's work in those early years. 
Readers learn of life in lookout towers 
and of "slash inspections," for which 
the author walked a hundred miles in 
the woods in the course of a week, 
inspecting private lumbering opera­
tions and instructing the owners on 
approved ways to reduce the hazard of 
fires from the remaining debris. The 
author also recounts stories of fighting 
fires, sometimes when no water was 
available and his instructions were to 
use "number two shovels . . . and 
don't let it get any bigger!" 

Be a Forest Ranger (1986, 211 p.) is 
a very readable and entertaining, as 
well as factual, account of forestry in 
a bygone era. It also presents a wealth 
of information about people and 
places in northern Minnesota. It may 
be purchased from the author at 
Route 3, Box 1215, North Branch, 
Minn. 55056 for $7.95. 

JOHN DOMINIK, author of Minne­
sota History articles on Sam Pandolfo's 
attempt to build an automobile-
manufacturing empire, writes about 
another Stearns County industry in 
two recent issues of Crossings, the 
newsletter of the county historical 
society. Based on research by Bob 
Lommel, "Flour Mills on the Prairie" 
(December, 1985) tells the stories of 
businesses in Cold Spring, Paynesville, 
Rockville, Brooten, Belgrade, 
Holdingford, St. Augusta, Melrose, 
and Freeport, while "Flour Mills in 
the ViUage," (February/March, 1986) 
focuses on enterprises in St. Cloud. 
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