












League. Resolution of the street railway issue by the Minne­
sota legislature of 1921 and bitter internal dissension within 
the Farmer-Labor Federation, the Working People's Nonpar­
tisan League's successor, significantly diminished the clout of 
the movement and Farmer-Labor candidates suffered a mas­
sive defeat in the municipal elections of 1925. But Minneapo­
lis Farmer-Laborism survived as a potent factor within the 
Minnesota Farmer-Labor party which came into its own in 
the 1930s. 

As several of the other essays emphasize, the fact that influ­
ences emanating from prewar socialism's "Golden Age" sur­
vived into the postwar period was by no means unique to 
Minneapolis. Nevertheless, the precipitous postwar decline of 
American socialism as a movement is beyond dispute. Much 
has been written to explain the reasons for this decline, and 

perhaps Socialism in the Heartland does not contribute any 
startling new insights. However, the book does raise some 
important issues that few, if any, historians have previously 
explored. One of the most interesting is why a substantial 
number of ex-socialists affiliated with the Ku Klux Klan after 
organized socialism collapsed. 

All in all, Donald Critchlow and his essayists have pro­
duced a fine book, valuable for the insights it provides with 
respect to the diversity of American socialism as well as for its 
implicit and explicit suggestions for further research. 

Reviewed by CARL H . CHRISLOCK, professor emeritus at Augs­
burg College and author of The Progressive Era in Minne­
sota, 1899-1918 (1971), who is currently writing a book on the 
Minnesota Commission of Public Safety. 

'NEWS & NOTES 
WOMEN Who Dared: The History of 
Finnish American Women (St. Paul, 
Immigration History Research Center, 
1986, 164 p., $10.00 plus $2.00 
postage and handling) is an anthology 
that offers a stimulating mix of 
articles on history and culture. The 
book falls into two parts. Essays in the 
first treat groups of women, such as 
"Servant Girls: Community Leaders," 
"Stories Finnish Maids Told," and 
"The Feminist Dilemma in the 
Finnish Immigrant Community." The 
second section focuses on outstanding 
individuals—a writer, a minister, an 
entrepreneur and temperance cru­
sader, and so forth. Editors K. 
Marianne Wargelin Brown and Carl 
Ross, both of whom authored most of 
the articles as well, deserve congratu­
lations on this well-done, informative 
volume, available from the IHRC, 826 
Berry St., St. Paul 55114. 

AN INTERESTING addition to the 
growing list of publications of pioneer 
journals, diaries, and letters is "This 
State of Wonders": The Letters of an 
Iowa Frontier Family, 1858-1861, 
edited by John Kent Folmar (Iowa 
Cit>', University of Iowa Press, 1986, 
154 p., cloth, $15.95). The 75 letters 
included are the correspondence of a 
father, mother, and four brothers and 
sisters to the couple's eldest child, who 
had been sent to Georgia to work and 
add to the family income. The editor's 
introduction sketches the family's 

history and explains why the eldest 
son was sent to Georgia, of all places; 
an epilogue summarizes the lives and 
careers of family members after the 
brief period covered in the 
correspondence. 

THE GREAT Northern Railway and 
one of its most distinguished officers, 
Ralph Budd, are featured in a recent 
article by Pulitzer Prize-winning 
historian Michael Kammen. Entitled 
"Business Leadership and the Ameri­
can Heritage," the article appears in 
the Fall, 1986, issue of Cornell 
Enterprise, the journal of the Johnson 
Graduate School of Management at 
Cornell University. Kammen uses the 
1925 and 1926 historical expeditions 
conducted by the Great Northern, 
together with other projects of such 
companies and entrepreneurs as AT&T 
and Henry Ford and John D. Rocke­
feller to trace an important link 
between business and public education 
in American history. Noting the 
delicate line between exploitation and 
education, he concludes that "the 
Great Northern . . . expedition is an 
exemplary instance of business 
leadership's playing a major role in 
history education." Based in part on 
extensive research in the Great 
Northern records at the Minnesota 
Historical Society, the article docu­
ments an arresting convergence of 
interest between history and business. 

James Fogerty 

OVERWHELMED beginners will 
appreciate the advice offered in 
Gerald George's and Cindy Sherrell-
Leo's Starting Right, A Basic Guide to 
Museum Planning (Nashville, Ameri­
can Association for State and Local 
History, 1986, 151 p. , $10.95). Most of 
the volume addresses two basic 
concerns: "what you need to know 
about it," and "how best to go about 
it." The final, briefest section presents 
samples of basic documents. Written 
in nontechnical prose. Starting Right 
is intended for "anyone . likely to 
be charged with launching a new 
museum or expanding an existing 
one." It is available from the AASLH 
Order Department, 172 Second 
Avenue North, Suite 102, Nashville, 
Tenn. 37201. Orders should include an 
additional $2.00 for postage. 

EDITORS Clyde A. Milner II and 
Floyd A. O'Neil have examined the 
interaction between western Indians 
and six American churchmen. 
Minnesota Episcopalian Henry B. 
Whipple is one of those included in 
Churchmen and the Western Indians, 
1820-1920 (Norman, University of 
Oklahoma Press, 1985, 264 p . , 
$19.95). Martin N. Zanger, who wrote 
the Whipple chapter, points out that, 
for all his efforts on behalf of the 
Indians, the bishop "was still a servant 
with an acculturative ax to grind." 
The other clergymen scrutinized in 
the volume are Cyrus Byington (by W. 
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David Baird), John Jasper Meth\'in 
(b>' Bruce David Forbes), George 
Washington Bean (by editor O'Neil), 
Joseph M. Cataldo (by Robert C. 
Carriker), and Albert K. Smiley (b>' 
editor Milner). The editors remind us 
that in the 19th century cultural 
homogeneity gave way to heteroge­
neity; American Indians' "adaptive 
self-determination combined with the 
historic failures of assimilation . 
may explain their continued existence 
as part of this diverse national 
culture." 

NORTHEASTERN Indian Catalog 
and Southeastern Indian Catalog, 
volume 2 in the American Folklife 
Center's series on The Federal 
Cylinder Project: A Guide to Field 
Cylinder Recordings in Federal 
Agencies, is now available for $14.00 
from the Superintendent of Docu­
ments, Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D.C. 20402. (A check, 
charge card number or account 
number, and mention of the stock 
number S/N030-000-00167-2 must 
accompany orders.) Each of the two 
catalogs bound together in this volume 
includes its own introduction and 
bibliography, alphabetical listings by 
cultural group and collector of the 
cylinder collections, and references to 
the collector's published and unpub­
lished documentation of the material. 

Among collections cataloged in this 
volume are the earliest ethnographic 
field recordings ever made—Jesse 
Walter Fewkes's 30 cylinders of the 

Passamaquoddy in Calais, Maine. The 
recordings of Frances Densmore 
account for almast three-quarters of 
the Northeast cylinders, including her 
work among the Ojibway (1907-1910), 
the Menominee (1925-1928), and the 
Winnebago (1927-1932). More of 
Densmore's recordings are listed in the 
Southeastern catalog: cylinders made 
among the Alabama, Calusa, Choc­
taw, and Seminole. 

PERFECTION Salad: Women and 
Cooking At The Turn of the Century 
by Laura Shapiro (New York, Farrar, 
Straus, Giroux, 1986, 280 p. , $16.95) 
chronicles the birth and development 
of domestic science, a major reform 
movement of the late 19th century. 
The book actually tells three stories, 
however; along with the history of 
domestic science, the author shows 
how this movement transformed 
American eating habits as well as the 
way women's roles and duties were 
perceived, if not carried out. In 
addition, the author presents a telling 
critique of the intentions and motiva­
tions of the zealous reformers who led 
the movement—women such as Ellen 
Richards, who held a degree in 
chemistry from MIT but wanted 
women to concentrate on household 
chemistry, and the indefatigable 
Fanny Farmer, the "Mother of Level 
Measurements," the least of whose 
legac)' is the chocolate company that 
bears her name. 

Solid research, an impressive 
bibliography, and a buoyant prose 

style make for an exceptionally 
informative and enjoyable book. 
Unfortunately, the publisher saw fit to 
all but conceal the fact that the book 
contains footnotes, omitting footnote 
numbers and burying the annotation 
behind the acknowledgements at the 
back of the volume. This attempt to 
make a clearly written, appealing 
book seem less scholarly is not only a 
disservice to the author, but to her 
readers as well. 

THE LATEST volume of Norwegian-
American Studies (Northfield, 
Norwegian-American Historical 
Association, 1986, 346 p. , $15.00), 
edited by Odd S. Lovoll, contains a 
wealth of articles to interest students 
of immigration in general as well as 
specialists in Norwegian-American 
history. A sampling of its content 
inclutles "The Mobilization of Immi­
grants in Urban America," by John 
Higham; "Profile of a Ward Boss: The 
Political Career of Lars M. Rand," by 
Carl H. Chrislock; "Minneapolis 
Picture Album, 1870-1935: Images of 
Norwegians in the City," by Deborah 
L. Miller; and "The Haymarket Affair 
and the Norwegian Immigrant Press," 
b\ Arlow W. Andersen. The volume 
concludes with listings of recent 
publications on immigration and new 
acquisitions in the NAHA archive. 
Mail orders for this book should 
include $1.50 for postage and han­
dling; Minnesota residents must also 
include 6% sales tax. 
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