
It is little wonder, then, that Gilmore collected stories and 
songs from the Plains Indian societies whose orientation to 
nature he admired and wove this material along with inter­
esting comments of his own into a little volume he hoped 
might have popular appeal, perhaps creating in readers 
"friendly feelings" toward their own natural land. 

Some of Gilmore's hopes and aims are shared in the preface 
to Prairie Smoke: "It is vvith the purpose of calling attention 
to some of the manv' fascinating, interesting things which we 
have all about us on the prairies and plains and in our own 
neighborhood, that this volume is produced." Elsewhere he 
wrote that he hoped the volume might bring about at least a 
slight realization of "what the Prairie was before it was swept 
bv' the destructive Fires of Change." 

In a master's thesis about Melvin Gilmore, David Erickson 
noted that while an instructor of college biology, Gilmore 
was nicknamed "Nature's Advocate.' Certainly he was that 
and certainly he was a strong advocate of American Indian 
culture. The result in Prairie Smoke is not only a volume of 
carefulh' collected native American stories presented in en­
joyable fashion, but a glimpse of a man who, at a time when 
such concepts were little understood, perceived the principles 
of ecolog>' and the truths of environmental stewardship and 
attempted to affect popular beliefs and attitudes through lit­
erature. 

Reviewed by KATHLEEN YoUNG, Chief Naturalist at Fon-
tenelle Forest Nature Center, Bellevue, Nebraska. A folklorist 
and naturalist, she is completing a book on edible wild 
plants. 

Land Fever: Dispossession and the Frontier Myth. By 
Jannes M. Marshall. 
(Lexington: University Press of Kentucky 1986. 239 p. 
Cloth, $21.00.) 

ALTHOUGH American history, especially that of the fron­
tier experience, has been infused with the ideology of opti­
mism and success, failures did occur with great frequency. 
Due to the vagaries of weather, mismanagement, or plain 
bad luck, many settlers lost their savings or their homes and 
moved on to try again in another locale. In this book James 
M. Marshall hopes to focus attention on the dispossessed 
homesteaders (a term he applies to farmers in general) in 
American history, a group he claims has been woefully 
neglected by historians. Marshall, a professor of English at 
the University of Rhode Island, approaches his subject much 
differently from the way a historian would. The result is a 
book that will be troubling to historians, who will find the 
basic idea a good one but the methodology suspect. 

Marshall has a personal interest in his subject. His mater­
nal great-grandfather, Omar Morse, lost three farms—one in 
Wisconsin and two in southeastern Minnesota—and he wrote 
about his experiences in an autobiography finished two years 
before his death in 1901 at the age of 77. This autobiography 
and some letters Morse wrote to a son are the centerpiece of 
the book. Marshall includes the entire autobiography early in 
the volume; the edited letters are in an appendix. Land Fever 
also includes chapters on the meaning of the dispossession of 

the Morse family and on dispossession as a theme in Ameri­
can literature and folklore. Professor Marshall postulates a 
counter myth that he calls the myth of "the unweeded gar­
den." He asserts repeatedly that historians have failed to un­
derstand dispossession as an issue in frontier history. To him 
the cause of dispossession is clear; government indifference 
and massive corruption by speculators in land that drove up 
land values and interest rates and resulted in foreclosure. 
Marshall rejects the work of such scholars as Allan Bogue 
who do not see speculators as a malignant force, but the 
author's own evidence for wholesale dispossession of frontier 
farmers rests only on the experiences of his great-grandfather 
Land Fever thus raises the valid point that dispossession and 
failure haunted the farmer's frontier and caused great suffer­
ing, but Marshall's willingness to universalize and condemn 
on the basis of a single case is not sound. 

Historians will be troubled by the methodology in this 
book for several other reasons. For example, Morse calls the 
doctors treating his terminally ill wife "a set of regular money 
suckers." In a footnote to this passage Marshall informs us 
that this statement corrects "the heroic stereotype of the 
country doctor." This kind of reasoning occurs throughout the 
book. The author also makes assumptions that could easily 
have other explanations. Morse never really explains in any 
specific way why he could not stay afloat on his farms. There 
are hints, however, as in 1861, when his wife was "sick and 
almost helpless," two children were ill at harvest time, and he 
could not get help "at any price.' But Marshall concludes 
from sketchy evidence that it was land speculators and usury 
that drove Morse from farm to farm. Yet Morse had a wife 
who was chronically ill for 17 years of their 28-year marriage. 
During that time she would not have been a partner on the 
farm, and most successful farms were those with a hard­
working couple dividing the labor Also, Delia Morse's medi­
cine and doctor bills were apparently large and were a factor 
in the family's inability to get ahead. These circumstances 
appear to have had a far more direct relationship to Morse's 
misfortunes than the conspiracies of devious speculators. 

A final problem results from Marshall's presentation. The 
writing itself is convoluted and abstruse, the style is combat­
ive. Marshall erects straw men and knocks them down again 
and again. Omar Morse was not the only person ever to speak 
honesth' about frontier difficulties, and historians have not 
engaged in any kind of conspiracy to label those who failed 
on the frontier as lazy ne'er-do-wells. But Marshall's assump­
tion that they have sets the tone of the narrative. 

Land Fever has some redeeming features. The Morse nar­
rative and letters are excellent, and Marshall's literary analy­
sis of authors Uke Hamlin Garland and Frank Norris is in­
formative. His identification of a myth of the unweeded 
garden is evocative. One error mars the final chapter. The 
Cherokee Strip is located in Oklahoma, not the Dakotas. 

Reviewed by PAULA M . NELSON, assistant professor of history 
at Clarke College in Dubuque, Iowa, who is the author of 
After the West Was Won: Homesteaders and Townbuilders in 
Western South Dakota, 1900-1917 (1986). She is at work on 
another volume oj South Dakota history. The Prairie Win­
nows Out Its Own, the story oj the depression years in the 
west river country. 
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NEWS & NOTES 

STUDENTS of the North American 
fur trade will want to note Chris­
topher L. Miller's and George R. 
Hamell's "A New Perspective on 
Indian-White Contact: Cultural 
Symbols and Colonial Trade," in the 
September, 1986, issue of the Journal 
of American History. After analyzing 
historical, archaeological, ethno­
graphic, and psychological materials 
from the Woodland region of the 
proto- and early historic periods, the 
authors refute hypotheses that picture 
Indians only as pragmatic trading 
partners, " 'rational,' economic beings 
in the European sense," whose main 
interest was in utilitarian objects. 
(Such theories, the authors acknowl­
edge, may have arisen from an 
aversion to earlier stereotypes of 
Indians as naive primitives who gladly 
traded their kingdoms for a handful of 
"costume jewelry") 

Citing archaeological studies that 
show that the impact of early Euro­
pean utilitarian trade goods on the 
Indians' practical subsistence was 
negligible, the article seeks to explain 
the importance to native peoples of 
what earlier historians (and, indeed, 
traders) considered baubles and 
trinkets. Miller and Hamell propose 
that these items were enthusiastically 
accepted, at least initially, because the 
Indians "did not perceive European 
copper or glass as something new." 
Rather, they saw these objects as 
similar to their own ritual objects 
made from native copper, stone, and 
shell. They were "powerful cultural 
metaphors that helped [Indians] to 
incorporate novel items and their 
bearers into their cognitive world. . . 
In form, color, and putative origin, 
those objects and the people associated 
with them were like objects and 
creatures that were well known to 
have great mythic and ceremonial 
significance and were accepted 
accordingly." 

SAUNA enthusiasts will enjoy perusing 
The Sauna in Central New York by 
Melissa Ladenheim (Ithaca, New 
York, Dewitt Historical Society of 

Tompkins County, 1986, 25 p., $5.95 
plus $1.50 shipping and handling and 
7 % sales tax for New York residents). 
Billed as a photographic essay on the 
sauna's symbolic associations vvith 
FinnLshness rather than as a study of 
saunas as architecture, the slender 
volume is long on interesting pictures 
and short on text. Photographs, not all 
of which are dated, go back to 1915, 
although the majority cluster in the 
1930s and the contemporary era. 
These pictures document Finns at 
work and at home as well as sauna 
interiors and exteriors. Direct quota­
tions of Finns from the area enliven 
the brief textual entries. 

FUR TRADE enthusiasts and archae­
ology aficionados alike will welcome 
the Royal Ontario Museum publica­
tion. The History of James Bay 1610-
1686: A Study in Historical Archaeol­
ogy (Toronto, ROM Archaeology 
Monograph series No. 10, 1986, 
$25.00). The author, the late W. A. 
Kenyon, began his research in 1960 at 
Fort Albany to ascertain whether 
excavation of the site would provide a 
"representative sample of the artifacts 
that the newly formed Hudson's Bay 
Company had carried to the James 
Bay posts during its formative years.' 
Further excavations were made on 
Charlton Island, which yielded 
artifacts much the same as at Fort 
Albany. The handsomely illustrated, 
152-page volume, which contains in 
addition to textual material 173 
plates, 70 figures, and 9 tables, is 
available from the Royal Ontario 
Museum's Publication Services, 100 
Queen's Park, Toronto M58 2C6. 

MEMBERS of Minnesota's two bottle-
collecting clubs. First Antique Bottle 
Club and the North Star Historical 
Bottle Collector's Association, have 
labored for more than a decade to 
assemble the information in The 
Bottles, Breweriana And Advertising 
Jugs ofMinnesota 1850-1910 (Vol. 1), 
edited and coauthored by Ron Feldaus 
(Minneapolis, North Star HBCA, 
1986, 133 p., cloth, $13.95, paper. 

$9.95, price guide, $1.95). Photo­
graphs of all outstanding Minnesota 
bottles, related collectibles, and 
breweriana as well as drawings of all 
known bottles with embossed marks 
from the Twin Cities up to 1910 are 
present; machine-made bottles after 
1910 are e.xcluded. The volume also 
includes dating guides that list all 
known addresses for Minnesota 
breweries and bottling companies and 
the years they were at a given address 
between 1856 and 1910. 

Including beer bottles from the 
dozens of breweries and bottling firms 
once scattered over Minnesota, soda 
and soft-drink bottles, and food, 
household, and miscellaneous bottles, 
this volume is well organized and 
consistent in its approach. Biographi­
cal sketches of many brewers, bits of 
history, and discussion of bottles and 
allied items round out this useful 
book. Since the entries are alphabeti­
cal by firm name in Minneapolis, St. 
Paul, and the rest of Minnesota, the 
volume makes a contribution to local 
history. An excellent index guides the 
user to the information. While specific 
sources are rarely noted, this volume 
nevertheless makes a quantum leap 
forward in the documentation of one 
fascinating aspect of our material 
culture. It may be ordered from North 
Star HBCA, 3308 32nd Ave. So., 
Minneapolis 55406. Volume 2, dealing 
with bitters, medicines, druggists, and 
liquor bottles, is scheduled to be 
available in March, 1987. 

Alan R. Woolworth 

WAITRESSES, COOKS, and other 
hotel employees provide the dialogue 
for a small book about a venerable 
Minnesota hotel. / / Walls Could Talk: 
A Story of the Old St. James, by 
Patrice Avon Marvin and Nicholas 
Curchin Vrooman (Red Wing, Red 
Wing Hotel Corporation, 1984, viii, 
38 p., paper, $5.00) is, in a sense, an 
oral history scrapbook. Segments of 
interviews are interwoven to show 
day-to-day hotel life "from the 
Victorian to the space age," as seen 
by employees. 
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BACK in print, thanks to the Univer­
sity of Wisconsin Press, is anthropolo­
gist Felix M. Keesing's monograph, 
The Menomini Indians of Wisconsin. 
A Study of Three Centuries of 
Cultural Contact and Change 
(Madison, 1987, 261 p., cloth, $30.00; 
paper, $11.95). First published in 1939 
bv' the American Philosophical Society, 
the book was intended as "primarily 
an experiment in methods of studying 
the all too little known and docu­
mented processes of culture change 
or . . 'acculturation.' " Keesing 
included in his work ethnological and 
historical data covering the period 
from 1634 to 1929. 

This reprint edition includes an 
excellent new introduction by Robert 
E. Bieder that examines the place of 
both Keesing and his work with the 
Menomini in the development of 
anthropological theory and methods. 
As Bieder notes, Keesing conceived 
this project during the transitional 
years in anthropological thinking; he 
was "afloat in the exciting currents of 
changing theoretical concerns." 

NORTH Dakota Indians. An Intro­
duction by Mary Jane Schneider 
(Dubuque, Kendall/Hunt Publishing, 
1986, 276 p., $19.95), a text and 
resource guide intended for college 
students and other adults, is meant to 
correct "some . misinformation and 
ignorance" and to "provide references 
for interested individuals to expand 
their knowledge of North Dakota 
Indian history and culture." The book 
is arranged more or less chronologi­
cally, with a chapter on origins (from 
Indian and white perspectives) 
followed by one on history, Indian 
policy, changing trends in population 
and demography, economic systems 
and development, and so forth. 
Intended mostly for use in North 
Dakota, the volume concentrates on 
the Arikara, Dakota, Hidatsa, 
Mandan, Lakota, and Turtle Moun­
tain Chippewa. The text's bibliogra­
phy is comprehensive and will prove a 
useful research tool for those inter­
ested in the region's Indian culture 
and historiography. 

CITIZENS As Soldiers, A History of 
the North Dakota National Guard by 
Jerry Cooper with Glenn Smith (1986, 
447 p., cloth, $9.95) is the newest 
publication of the North Dakota 
Institute for Regional Studies. 
Focusing on the guard as a social 
institution, the book chronicles that 
organization's evolution from a poorly 

financed and underequipped force in 
territorial times to its current status as 
part of the United States Army's 
"Total-Force Concept." The authors 
take care to relate the guard's develop­
ment to the special context of North 
Dakota history as well as to the 
nation's domestic and military history. 
Citizens As Soldiers may be ordered 
from the institute at North Dakota 
State University, Fargo 58105. 

PERTINENT to current events as well 
as historical inquiry is Agricultural 
Distress in the Midwest, Past and 
Present, edited by Lawrence E. 
Gelfand and Robert J. Neymeyer 
(Iowa City, Center for the Study of 
the Recent History of the United 
States, 1986, 111 p., $9.95). The 
proceedings of a conference called to 
address the current farm crisis in 
historical perspective, the volume 
contains four essays; "American 
Farmers and the Market Economy, 
1880-1920," by Walter T. K. Nugent; 
"From New Era to New Deal; 
American Farm Policv' Between the 
Wars,"' by David E. Hamilton; 
"Midwest Agriculture and the Food 
Security Act of 1985," by Stanley R. 
Johnson; and "The Current Crisis in 
Global Perspective," by Norman E. 
Borlaug. The book may be ordered 
from Louis Eichler, University of Iowa 
Publications Order Dept., Graphic 
Services Building, Coralville, 52241. 

FIVE YEARS after the Dakota war of 
1862, Fort Totten was established on 
the shore of Devils Lake in Dakota 
Territory. Its history during the next 
hundred years is told in Fort Totten: 
Military Post and Indian School, 1867-
1959 (Bismarck, State Historical 
Society of North Dakota, 1986, 67 p., 
paper, $3.50 plus $1.00 postage and 
handling), edited by Larry Remele. 
Three essays, by J. Michael McCor-
mack, Wilbert H. Ahern, and Merlan 
E. Paaverud, J r , describe and 
comment on military days at the fort 
and its use as a center for an Indian 
reservation and for successive schools. 
The function of these schools changed 
dramatically as the government's ideas 
about Indian education changed, 
leading ultimately in 1959 to the last 
school's relocation just east of the 
original property. "The educational role 
of Fort Totten continues, however, as 
it is now an interpretive center 

Historical facts stand on their own 
in the essays, but footnotes and a 
selective bibliography supply signifi­
cant secondary as well as primary 

sources. There are numerous photo­
graphs of people and places, and the 
visitor on the scene will welcome a 
clear diagram, which locates and 
dates buildings past and present. 

SOLDIERS WEST: Biographies from 
the Military Frontier, edited by Paul 
Andrew Hutton (Lincoln, University 
of Nebraska Press, 1987, xiii, 276 p., 
cloth, $9.95), illustrates the diverse 
roles of the military during the 
conquest of the trans-Mississippi West 
(1865-1900). Historians with special 
knowledge of key military figures 
describe their careers as explorers, 
writers, and scientists, as well as 
leaders in combat. The introduction 
by Robert M. Utley, who also contrib­
uted one of the biographies, points out 
some of the effects of the frontier on 
America's military tradition; what was 
learned—and what might have been 
learned but was not. 

Footnotes for each essay, four small 
maps, and a straightforward, simple 
index of proper names are provided. 

MERRILL E. JARCHOW, whose 
work has often appeared in this 
journal, is the author of Like Father, 
Like Son: The Gilfillan Story (St. 
Paul, Ramsev County Historical 
Society, 1986, x, 74 p., $5.00, plus 
$1.30 handling fee). The early 
chapters examine the career of Charles 
D. Gilfillan, lawyer, legislator, 
politician, and founder of the St. Paul 
waterworks who turned to "'stock 
raising on a vast scale" in northern 
Redwood County during the last 
decade of his life. The stock farms 
were taken over by Gilfillan's son, 
Charles O., in 1902, and Jarchow 
traces his career and his family's 
philanthropy through both world wars 
and the Great Depression. Although it 
lacks an index, the book is annotated 
and contains a good number of 
handsome illustrations. 

NORWEGIAN ROOTS of Sigurd 
Christian Ylvisaker, the president of 
Bethany Lutheran College from 1930 
to 1950, are evident throughout a 
book commemorating the centennial 
of his birth. Sigurd Christian Ylvisa­
ker, 1884-1959 (Mankato, Bethany 
Lutheran College, 1984, x, 190 p., 
cloth, $12.95, paper, $7.95), edited by 
Peter T Harstad, includes a biogra­
phy, essays on Ylvisaker as scholar, 
clerg>'man, and educator, and a 
sampling of his writings—all reflect­
ing his Norwegian heritage as well as 
his contributions to church and school 
in Minnesota. 
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THE PUBLICATION of Georg 
Sverdrup: Educator, Theologian, 
Churchman by James S. Hamre 
(Northfield, Norwegian-American 
Historical Assn., 1986, 218 p., $15.00) 
inaugurates a new biographical series 
for NAHA. This study portrays a 
prominent Norwegian American 
whose "firm conviction of a living 
Christianity within a free-church 
framework and independent congrega­
tions. . placed [him] in a minority 
within an ethnic minority." Sverdrup 
was prominent in the Norwegian 
Lutheran Free Church, and he served 
as a professor and president at 
Augsburg Seminary (later college). 
Handsomeh' designed and well 
indexed, this volume is available from 
the Norwegian-American Historical 
Association, Northfield 55057. 

OLD CEMETERIES are familiar to 
genealogists and students of local 
historv', but not all attract admirers of 
carefulh' placed and well-tended 
plants and trees. One that does is 
Mound Grove Memorial Park, in 
Evansville. A Green Hill Close By, by 
Jane Price McKinnon (Alexandria, 
Evansville Historical and Research 
Center and Douglas County Historical 
Society, 1986, x, 85 p., paper, $5.30) is 
the history of the cemetery, which was 
established in 1873, and of its care by 
several generations. The informal 
narrative is supported by notes and 
bibliography, and the author has 
included the planting plan, lists of 
plants, and bylaws of the volunteer 
group that administers the cemetery. 

WHEN Minnesota's major 20th-
century steel works (United States 
Steel's Morgan Park works in Duluth) 
began shutting down two decades ago, 
few appreciated that this was a 
precursor of dark days ahead for the 
entire region. Now we realize that we 
witnessed the beginning of a profound 
transformation of our national 
economy. 

In a handsomely designed and 
heavily illustrated book. From Fire to 
Rust, Thomas E. Leary and Elizabeth 
C. Sholes provide a case-study of 
deindustrialization in American steel. 
The industrial historian and the 
professor of labor relations join forces 
to trace the rise and demise of 
business, technology, and work at the 
Lackawanna Steel Plant in Buffalo, 
N.Y, between 1899 and 1983, an 
operation largely contemporaneous 
with the Morgan Park works. Their 
book addresses the staggering chal­

lenges of historic preservation that 
arise when an enormous modern 
industrial plant shuts down. With 
support from the Historic American 
Engineering Record, structures were 
systematically recorded in 1985 and 
1986; business records were studied; 
and historical photographs collected. 
Most important, the authors never 
forgot that they were preserving the 
vestiges of a way of life, not merely 
evidence of rusting ruins. They 
collected a rich trove of oral history 
from recent Lackawanna workers. 

Happily for business historians, 
students of technology', and those 
interested in workers' lives, Leary and 
Sholes have woven together these 
materials into a clear and engaging 
narrative. Their book was published 
by the Buffalo and Erie County 
Historical Society, where Leary is 
curator Generous support from the 
New York State Council on the Arts 
makes the 133-page paperbound book, 
published in 1987, available for $7.95. 
The book may be ordered from the 
Buffalo and Erie County Historical 
Societv, 25 Nottingham Court, 
Buffalo, N.Y. 14216. 

Nicholas Westbrook 

THE THIRD volume of The Journals 
of the Lewis and Clark Expedition 
(Lincoln, University of Nebraska 
Press, 1987, x, 544 p., $40), edited by 
Gary E. Moulton, covers the period 
from August 25, 1804, to April 6, 
1805. Geographically it takes the 
expedition from the junction of the 
Vermillion and Missouri rivers in 
southeastern South Dakota up the 
Missouri to its junction with the Knife 
River in west-central North Dakota. 
The material presented in this volume 
is primarily from Clark, and it 
provides an excellent view of the 
expedition's progress through the 
northern plains where the flora and 
fauna were largely unknown to 
observers in the United States. It 
brought the expedition into direct 
contact with the northern Indian 
tribes along the Missouri River: 
Yankton and Teton Sioux, Arikara, 
Mandan, and Hidatsa. Clark's 
comments and the editorial notes 
provide superb information on this 
first relationship between representa­
tives of the U.S. government and these 
western peoples. At the Mandan 
villages the expedition also encoun­
tered traders from the Cheyenne, 
Assiniboine, and Cree tribes as well as 
fur traders from the Hudson's Bay and 
North West companies. 

The events at the Fort Mandan 
wintering included diplomatic 
sociability with Mandan chiefs, 
surviving an extremely cold winter, 
and making the acquaintance of 
Sacagawea and her husband Toussaint 
Charbonneau, who would become 
guides to the expedition from this 
point on. An important and interest­
ing section of the volume is the "Fort 
Mandan Miscellany," which gathers 
many fragments of geographical, 
ethnological, and biological material. 
This volume continues the high 
editorial and publishing quality 
exhibited in the previous volume of 
text (see review in the Spring, 1987, 
issue of this magazine). 

John Parker 

THE SPIRIT OF BRECK: A Journey 
(Minneapolis, Breck School, 1986, 
180 p., paper, $9.95) commemorates 
the centennial of Breck School, 
located since 1981 in the Minneapolis 
suburb of Golden Valley. Written by 
Dan Cohen and designed and edited 
by Ellen B. Green, the book tells the 
story of Breck from its early days as a 
"general preparatory and normal 
school" near the village of Wilder, for 
the "sons and daughters of farmers," 
to its present position as a strong 
private day school, drawing its 
students from a wide variety of 
backgrounds in a metropolitan area. 

The school, named for the Reverend 
James Lloyd Breck, a close friend and 
fellow missionary of Bishop Henry B. 
Whipple, was for many years 
Episcopal-oriented but now describes 
itself as ecumenical. Its history is told 
informally and is generously illus­
trated with good photographs of 
people and places. Acknowledgements 
include a list of persons interviewed as 
well as of primary and published 
sources that were consulted, providing 
a selective bibliography for students of 
private education. Patricia O. Smylic 

A NEW EDITION of Robert M. 
Tegeder's Rediscovery and Restoration 
of Fort Saint Charles (1986, 254 p., 
mimeographed) contains detailed 
information on site improvements 
made since the book first appeared in 
1979. It also includes reports and 
maps prepared by Douglas A. Birk in 
support of the nomination of the site 
for inclusion on the National Register 
of Historic Places, approved in 1983. 
The contents of the first edition were 
noted in Minnesota Hi.story, Winter, 
1980. 
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THE James Jerome Hill Reference 
Library in St. Paul has opened the 
papers of Louis Warren Hill (1872-
1948), son of Great Northern Railway 
founder James J. Hill. The collection 
(over 600 linear feet), concerned 
primarily vvith the period spanning 
the 1890s to the late 1940s, includes 
correspondence, financial records, 
pamphlets, maps, and photographs; 
they document Hill's career as 
president and board chairman of the 
Great Northern Railway and the First 
National Bank of St. Paul, as well as 
his significant role in the development 
of Glacier National Park and dealings 
with the Blackfeet Indians. Also 
documented are Louis W. Hill's 
interests in Oregon and California real 
estate, Arizona copper mining, 
Minnesota iron mining, and oil 
development in Montana, Oklahoma, 
and Kansas. The papers contain 
material relating to his involvement 
with the Good Roads Movement and 
the early years of the Minnesota 
Highway Commission, agriculture, 
philanthropy and art patronage, and 
motion pictures. Finally, the collection 
includes extensive materials document­
ing the Hill family's varied business 
and social activities in St. Paul, the 
Upper Midwest, Pacific Northwest, 
and elsewhere, as well as those of his 
parents, James J. and Mary T Hill, 
whose papers also are held in the Hill 
Reference Library. 

THREE PAPERS presented at an 
Iowa City conference sponsored by the 
Center for the Study of the Recent 
History of the United States appear in 
Changing Patterns in American 
Federal-State Relations During The 
1950's. The 1960's. <b The 1970"s. 
edited by Lawrence E. Gelfand and 
Robert Neymeyer (Iowa City, The 
University of Iowa, 1985, x, 82 p., 
$9.95). Against a backdrop of growing 
federal influence in relations with 
state and local governments, political 
scientists Deil S. Wright, Michael D. 
Reagan, and Martha Derthick analyze 
critical movements shaping new 
intergovernmental patterns. Among 
them are federal initiatives in areas 
once the province of the states and 

localities, the influence of federal 
funding in expanding the central 
government's role, and, conversely, the 
increased reliance on programs 
executed by the states and localities 
for achieving national policy goals. 

The publication includes comments 
by former state governors—Warren 
Hearnes (Missouri), Robert Ray 
(Iowa), and Milton Schapp (Pennsyl­
vania) . 

THE SIGNIFICANCE of medium-
sized cities in the American political 
system from 1962 to 1977 is described 
and analyzed in Cities of the Prairie 
Revisited: The Closing of the Metro­
politan Frontier (Lincoln, University 
of Nebraska Press, 1986, xiv, 288 p.,' 
$25), by Daniel J. Elazar, with 
Rozann Rothman, Stephen L. 
Schechter Maren Allan Stein, and 
Joseph Zikmund, II. This study 
amplifies and updates the research in 
Cities of the Prairie: The Metropolitan 
Frontier and American Politics, also 
bv Elazar (reviewed in Minnesota 
History. Spring, 1971), covering the 
years from 1946 to 1961. 

AMERICA'S Architectural Roots: 
Ethnic Groups That Built America 
(Washington, D . C , Preservation 
Press, 1987, 196 p., $9.95), edited by 
Dell Upton, includes short descriptive 
articles on the building traditions of 
over 22 ethnic groups that helped 
shape the national landscape. This 
collection should be especially useful 
to anyone beginning to study Ameri­
can vernacular architecture. It takes a 
chronological, historic-geographic 
approach and does not really try, nor 
is it meant to, raise or resolve any new 
issues in the field. 

This book has several positive 
features, including a well-written 
introduction that courageously offers a 
definition of ethnicity—a nearly 
impossible concept to define. Espe­
cially to the editor's credit is the 
inclusion of several articles on various 
Indian housing traditions, Asian 
antecedents, and Hawaiian building 
traditions as well as the more com­
monly researched European ones. 
Over 350 photographs and drawings 

help document building contributions. 
A "Further Reading" section includes 
many now-famous and some obscure, 
but necessary, articles and books on 
vernacular and folk architecture; the 
list of "Information Sources" is a 
valuable guide to general and specific 
data about many ethnic groups. An 
index is also included. 

The four-by-ten-inch size is unu­
sual, ostensibly to allow the book to 
fit easily into an auto glove compart­
ment. Any serious fieldworker would 
need much more than this collection, 
but it is a great place to start. 

James C. Moss 

WITH co-author Jacque Vallier, L. G. 
Sorden has made another contribution 
to the study of American working-
men's language in Lumberjack Lingo: 
A Dictionary of the Logging Era 
([Madison, Wis.], North Word, Inc., 
1986, 261 p., $9.95). Expanding 
substantially on the number of terms 
included in Loggers' Words of 
Yesteryears (1956) and Lumberjack 
Lingo (1969), the new book defines 
over 3,400 words and phrases used in 
Michigan, Minnesota, Wisconsin, and 
Ontario logging camps. Some of the 
definitions are very brief; others 
provide several meanings for a single 
term and historical context. Descrip­
tions of work processes and anecdotes 
appear within the alphabetical 
sequence of terms. 

CARE WITH PRAYER: The History 
of St. Mary's Hospital <h- Rehabilita­
tion Center, 1887-1987 (Minneapolis, 
The Hospital, 1987, x, 110 p., $14.95 
plus $3.00 postage and handling) is a 
warm, informal, and detailed story 
told by St. Mary's historian and 
archivist. Sister Ann Thomasine 
Sampson, CSJ. Her use of hospital 
publications, public records, scrap-
books, and interviews illuminate basic 
facts with social history. Numerous 
photographs of persons associated 
with the hospital through the years 
have been provided as well as lists of 
nuns serving there and of physicians, 
chaplains, and auxiliary presidents. 
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