








PASTOR MUUS, 1858

and sober group as all of them had great respect for the
head of the household.”*

But Bernt was also portrayed with warmth as he
abandoned his study in the evenings to play chess with
the boys and took them in the sleigh to buy them
Christmas gifts at the country store. He seemed to have
mellowed in the years after Oline left. He began to lose
influence within the Norwegian Synod, and perhaps he
gained in sympathy as he lost in power. A neighbor said
“Muus was a man of sorrow in his later days. He was
indeed a lonesome man. Few came to see him. Many
were afraid of him."™

The whole Holden congregation turned out to say
goodbye when Bernt returned to Norway for the last
time in 1899. A stroke had ended his active ministry,
and he was going to live with his daughter, who had
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married a Norwegian. Bernt could not speak, “but he
pointed toward heaven as to say, meet me there, tears
running down his cheeks.” Later, he was taken up and
down the streets of Kenyon for a last look. Although
hundreds of people had come to the depot, Bernt asked
that they not come up to sav goodbye, as it was too hard
for him to part from them. Then he was helped onto
the train and he departed for Norway, where he died
the following spring. During that last year he told a
friend, “All T have left of my theology is: I know [ have
a savior.™"

UNTIL 1888 Oline lived at various locations near Augs-
burg Seminary. She earned some money teaching mu-
sic, and her name appeared as the accompanist to vio-
linist Jacob Seeman, who played at a Norwegian
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Women's Society program featuring Kristofer Janson as
the speaker. Aasta Hansteen, the noted Norwegian re-
former and a pioneer in the women’s movement in Nor-
way. visited at Oline’s residence during a Minnesota
speaking tour."

In 1896, Oline moved to Fruithurst, Alabama,
where she bought and operated a hotel. The leg she
had broken apparently never healed properly. She
wrote in the early 1900s, “Since I am crippled for life, it
is difficult for me to earn anything myself: by teaching
music I have earned a little most of the time and have
had some students (at 25 cents an hour). and together
with the $12 a month which I have been getting since
1902, I can manage without going into debt.”"

Oline spent her last vears crippled with rheuma-
tism. confined mostly to her bed or wheelchair. She
was cared for by her daughter, Bjrgitte Kluver. A
woman whose family supplied milk to the household in
Fruithurst around 1920 wrote that Oline “always
seemed so happy and interested in people.” The same
woman described a gracious house with heavy draper-
ies and beautiful furniture and a yard with plenty of
seats and swings for people to rest on. She also men-
tioned the frequent gatherings of Scandinavian people
at the house.*

Oline’s circumstances at some time seem to have
deteriorated. for the mayor of Fruithurst, at an unde-
termined date, inserted a notice in a Norwegian-Ameri-
can newspaper, asking for donations of money for
Oline. He called her a “noble and good-hearted old
lady™ and said that she was “very old, poor, and so
rheumatic that she can barely get around.” She died in
Fruithurst on September 4, 1922.%

OLINE'S original inclination had been to keep her
problems to herself; she was moved by what she felt
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was economic necessity and unfair treatment to present
her case in a public court. The disclosure of her private
situation initiated a great deal of public debate, and
while Oline was not a leader in the growing women'’s
movement, her example must have been noted by other
jmmigrant women caught between the Old World and
the New.

After their case was heard judicially, theologically,
and in the court of public opinion, the Muuses found
differing solutions to the dilemma, he returning to his
homeland, and she moving on to a new home in her
adopted country. The conflict between Oline and Bernt
Muus illuminates a dilemma faced by all immigrants:
whether to adhere to the laws and traditions of the
mother country or to conform to a new and sometimes
alien society.
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THE PORTRAITS on p. 298 are from Niels Muus's Aet:
Muus-Slegten i Snaasa. 1642-1942 (Trondhjem. Norway:
1942). 71, 72. book in NAHA. The photographs from the Ole
C. Felland collection on p. 301 and 302 ang that of Bernt on
p. 307 are from the St. Olaf College Archives; all other
illustrations are from the MHS audio-visual library.
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