





churches, government, business, and recreation. Com-
munity values may be reflected in the inclusion of a
whole chapter on the library: proximity to Minneapolis
and what that has meant for Golden Valley may be
seen in chapters on community development and pub-
lic services. The appendix, a personal reminiscence
called “Golden Valley Remembered,” is my favorite
part of the book because it allows readers to see the
place through the eyes of Frederick Wandersee, a life-
long resident.

The centennial publication of Heron Lake, Minne-
sota, 1883-1983: 100 Years of Good Living" celebrates a
strong belief in progress from the pioneer era to the
1980s; its creators mean the book to be “a nostalgic
enticement for an adventuresome trip down Memory
Lane.” The themes its team of researchers and writers
identified. from research based mostly on local newspa-
pers, were the importance of the railroad, the prairie
soil suitable for farming. a good environment for wa-
terfowl, weather, and “the indomitable spirit of the
early inhabitants.” The book has a table of contents,
but no index. At the back is a section of advertisements
that future researchers will find interesting and useful.
A large, hardcover volume with 441 double-columned
pages. it covers origins, the lake, townships. transpor-
tation. agriculture. community services, businesses,
medical and professional groups, churches. organiza-
tions, school and sports, entertainment, and a couple of
nice catch-all categories called memories and pot-
pourri.

Like all of these books, but perhaps most like the
Dudley Township volume, the Heron Lake history was
written by people intent on creating a meaningful past
for themselves and their place. It is a conscious valida-
tion of their lives by means of a story, a long story, full
of tales and details, by no means a seamless narrative,
but a rendition of the past for their own purposes. Even
in this genre of compendia, this book stands out as
inclusive. Rather than eliminate names or other infor-
mation, they simply reduced the type size! All the grad-
uates of Heron Lake High School are listed as are as
many teachers and staff as could be identified. A sports
overview, 30 pages of minute type, includes girls and
boys, men and women, teams and individuals, fol-
lowed by pages of sports “bits and pieces” from local
newspapers from the 1890s to the 1980s. Rather than
include family histories, which make up a large part of
many county and local histories these days, the Heron
Lake folks wrote reminiscences of people, events, and
so on. A definite point of view pervades the volume,

* Published in Marceline, Mo., by the Walsworth Pub-
lishing Co., 1983, for the Heron Lake Centennial Book Com-
mittee.

* Published in Fulda(?) by the Murray County Board of
Commissioners, 500 p.

which is a model for incorporating women's history
into evervbody’s history. Girls’ as well as boys™ sports
teams, for example, are discussed. A section on Women
in Agriculture begins “In the minds of most people the
word ‘farmer’ presents a strictly masculine image, but
in the Heron Lake Community there are several nota-
ble exceptions to that view. In addition to the house-
work. pioneer women were often relegated to the posi-
tion of farm hand. responsible for livestock chores and
pressed into service for field work when needed, but
management was reserved to the superiority of the
male mind. Among those who proved the fallacy of
that theory was a family of young women who lived
northwest of town.” The reliance on newspapers as
sources for much of the material in the Heron Lake
history makes for some very interesting inclusions, like
ads from early newspapers. We even learn that the
workers at the Heron Lake Brickyard had an active
chapter of the Industrial Workers of the World from
1914 to 1916, led by Mrs. Whitney, wife of the foreman.

Maxine Kayser Luehmann’s The Sun and the Moon:
A History of Murray County" derives its comprehensive
title from a quotation from Richard Hakluyt: “Geogra-
phy and Chronology are the Sunne and the Moone, the
right eve and the left eve of all history.” A hardcover,
500-page book, it has no index or even date of publica-
tion listed (19867) but has a detailed table of contents
and a bibliography, which promises: “Every attempt to
set forth a true record has been made.” After recount-
ing information about exploration, Indian people,
shifts in sovereignty. and the development of Minnesota
statehood, Luehmann works her way up to Murray
County on page 105. Space is devoted to Indian-war
and captivity stories, although most of the material has
been published previously. A few rather nice modern
landseape photos by Jill Landers give the reader from
outside the county a look at the land. Much of the
Murray County information is excerpted from local
newspapers, including the brief sketches, township by
township, of carly settlers and their churches and
township organization. We learn about grasshopper
plagues, a Ku Klux Klan cross burning in 1924, some
sports, county fairs, an 1887 Knights of Labor strike at
the Stine Bros. hay press that ended after a week, “ami-
cably settled by arbitration.” The material seems to
have been organized according to the sources from
which it was excerpted. Little interviewing was done,
and there are disappointingly few pictures. Near the
end of the book is a section on farmer movements. Mrs.
Nels P. Radick of Fulda is identified as the first woman
agriculture lobbyist sent to Washington, D.C. She was
vice-president of a coalition called the United Society
of Agriculture. The Fulda Free Press reported that in
1922 she told a group of women in New York “that the
“farm women up in the Northwest have blazed the way
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in cooperating with organized labour’ ™ and concluded
“ we want to tell vou that here are at least 3,000,000
wise farm women out in the West and Northwest, and
they are going to try to help our country rapidly to real
civilization.” ”

The Mississippi Headwaters Region: Scenes from
the Past,” a 111-page paperback published bv the Bel-
trami County Historical Society in 1986, is the work of
Professor Harold T. Hagg of Bemidji State University, a
well-known historian of northern Minnesota. Tt is a
series of 14 very briel sketches on topics ranging from
exploration. the fur trade. and logging through settle-
ment, transportation. and agriculture, to ghost towns,
politics, and tourism. Each sketch is followed by a brief
bibliography. There is a table of contents, no index,
and some well-chosen photos. Hagg explained in the
preface that he intended to write about topics that
would appeal to a general reader. “The approach is
broadly chronological but some topics inevitably over-
lap. Furthermore, a regional narrative cannot be writ-
ten exclusively in terms of the region. The locality is
always part of something larger. Accordingly 1 have
tried to integrate the regional story with the outside
forces which shaped it.” Unlike the other publications
discussed here, it is a narrative, and the text is lively
and well edited. Hagg is forthright about his analysis,
noting, for example, that despite the very mixed legacy
of logging in the area, its boom times are romantically

regarded by local people, even former lumberjacks.
The sections on the farming frontier of the 1890s and
1910s and on ghost towns were particularly interesting.
The photo of the 10 men of the Park Rapids Commer-
cial Club at the Mississippi headwaters in 1916 (only
one of whom had the good sense and lack of pomposity
to remove his shoes and socks and roll up his pant legs)
is an upbeat ending note.

These brief comments on recent local history publi-
cations highlight topics and perspectives of particular
interest in my present research work. Professional histo-
rians researching other subject areas will probably find
their interests discussed in local histories as well. And
local historians have much to gain from reading each
others” work, as sources of ideas for their own projects.
Michael Lesy, a photographic historian, once observed
about the effects of looking closely at hundreds and
hundreds of photographs that after a while the mind
begins creating patterns from such great variety. The
same is true of local historical publications, although
that may be the topic for another essay. A phrase from
another context, however, has stuck in my mind: a
sense of recurring uniqueness. That is at least part of
what insider local histories contribute to the historical
literature.

* Available from Beltrami County Historical Society, 300
Bemidji Ave., P.O. Box 683, Bemidji 56601.
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