








the many accounts that diligent probing can reveal: "[There 
was] wilderness all around, heavy green timber on all sides, 
no marked trails anywhere and the nearest road eight miles 
distant. The baying of the wolf, the growling of a bear, the 
shrill whistle of a deer and the scolding of a squirrel were the 
only sounds one could hear." 

These comments aside. Crossroads in Time is an excellent 
piece of work. Francis Carroll, along with the Carlton 
County Historical Society and its founder, Henry E. Walter, 
who already in 1949 had the vision for such a book, are to be 
commended for their efforts. The volume sets a standard by 
which future county histories will be judged. 

Reviewed by ARNOLD R. ALANEN, a cultural geographer who 
is chairman and professor of landscape architecture at the 
University of Wisconsin. Madison, and co-author of Main 
Street Ready-Made; The New Deal Community of Green-
dale, Wisconsin (1987). published by the State Historical So­
ciety of Wisconsin. 

The Women's West. Edited and with Introductions by 
Susan Armitage and Elizabeth Jameson. 
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1987. 323 p. 
Cloth, $24.95; paper, $12.95.) 

THE WOMEN'S WEST is a collection of 21 articles that were 
originally presented as papers at a conference of the same 
name in 1983. It is far more than simply a proceedings vol­
ume, however The papers have been reworked for publica­
tion and include extensive footnotes. The editors have 
grouped the articles into four sections and have provided very 
useful introductions—a general one, one to each section, and 
one to each article. Though brief, these introductions serve to 
link the individual contributions and to raise questions that 
allow the reader to place a particular piece of research into a 
much broader context. Historical photographs enhance each 
article. 

The most impressive characteristic of this volume is the 
wide range of topics included. The authors are united in their 
conviction that the traditional questions which have guided 
the study of western history are inappropriate to understand­
ing women in the West and that the women's storv' must 
include all classes and racial or ethnic groups. In any brief 
review of such a book, it is impossible to mention in substance 
all of the selections. To single out some inevitably ignores 
others that are equally worthy or interesting. A list of the 
titles, which are quite descriptive of their contents, will 
clearly show the diversity of topics. Editor Susan Armitage 
begins by delineating the current challenges to traditional 
interpretations of western history that are presented by an 
examination of women in that setting. 

The articles that follow give the results of specific investi­
gations: "The Way We Weren't: Images of Women and Men 
in Cowboy Art"; '"Illusion and Illumination; Visual Images 
of American Indian Women in the West"; "The Role of Na­
tive Women in the Creation of Fur Trade Society in Western 
Canada, 1670-1830"; "Beyond Princess and Squaw: Army 
Officers' Perceptions of Indian Women"; "Sharing Bed and 
Board; Cohabitation and Cultural Difference in Central Ar­
izona Mining Towns, 1863-1873"; "Laura, Ma, Mary, Carrie, 
and Grace: Western Women as Portrayed by Laura Ingalls 
Wilder' ; "Violence Against Woman: Power Dynamics in Lit­
erature of the Western Family"; "Lena Olmstead and Oscar 
Phillips: Love and Marriage"; "Women as Workers, Women 
as Civilizers: True Womanhood in the American West"; 
"Homesteading in Northeastern Colorado, 1873-1920; Sex 
Roles and Women's Experiences"; "Beyond Baby Doe: Child 
Rearing on the Mining Frontier"; "The Private Lives of Pub­
lic Women; Prostitution in Butte, Montana, 1878-1917"; "Es­
sential Servants; Immigrant Domestics on the Canadian Prai­
ries, 1885-1930"; "Waitresses in the Trans-Mississippi West: 
'Pretty Waiter Girls,' Harvey Girls, and Union Maids"; "Dis­
tinctions in Western Women's Experiences: Ethnicity, Class, 
and Social Change"; "The 'Girls' from Syracuse: Sex Role 
Negotiations of Kansas Women in Politics, 1887-1890"; "Net­
working on the Frontier: The Colorado Woman's Suffrage 
Movement, 1876-1893"; "The Myth of the Urban Village: 
Women, Work, and Family Among Italian-Americans in 
Twentieth Century California." 

The final selection is the concluding speech of the confer­
ence, which was given by poet and American Indian activist 
Suzan Shown Harjo. She offers "A Challenge for the Future," 
to include all women in the story of our past and to encour­
age and support women of all cultures in the research and 
writing of that story. 

These articles effectively demonstrate how old sources can 
be used in new ways to examine the lives of women of many 
classes, different cultures, and varying educational back­
grounds. Works of art, census records, newspapers, reminis­
cences, journals, private correspondence, semiautobio-
graphical and biographical works of fiction, court 
records—all are seen to reveal a wealth of information about 
the experiences of manv' women who have previously been 
overlooked or ignored. This volume offers a summary of the 
state of current research on the historv' of women in the West 
and a glimpse of a major trend in the future study of western 
history in general. It should not be ignored by anyone inter­
ested in this subject. 

Reviewed by ANNE P. DIFFENDAL, former manuscripts cura­
tor at the Nebraska State Historical Society, who has recently 
been named director of the National Museum of Roller Skat­
ing, also in Lincoln. She looks forward to broadening her 
interest in women's history to include the experiences of 
women in competitive and recreational skating. 
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NEWS & NOTES 
TWO NEW BOREALIS books from 
the MHS Press are novels by Richard 
Bis.sell, an acclaimed author and 
proud holder of a pilot's license on the 
Ohio, Missouri, and Mississippi rivers. 
The first is A Stretch on the River. 
first published in 19.50, which is a 
largely autobiographical account of a 
young man's initiation to life as a 
deckhand on a diesel towboat plying 
the Mississippi between St. Louis and 
St. Paul. The 252-page book includes 
an affectionate and perceptive 
Afterword bv' Martha Brav' that also 
appears in High Water. This novel, 
published originally in 1954, tells the 
story of towboat mate Duke Snyder, 
beset by an angry captain, unhappv' 
crew members, and a memorable 
flood that offers high drama. Both of 
the Bissell books are available for 
$8.95, plus $1.50 handling fee and 6% 
tax for Minnesotans from MHS. 

MARK DIEDRICH'S book Famous 
Chiefs of the Eastern Sioux (Minnea­
polis, Coyote Books, 1987, 81 p., 
$10.95) provides a historic biography 
of five leaders of the eastern Sioux, or 
Dakota, tribes. This detailed chrono­
logical account is recounted in five 
chapters vvith apropos subtitles; 
Wabasha, Dakota Hero; Red Wing, 
Dakota Partisan; Waneta, Dakota 
Dictator; Inkpaduta, Dakota Outlaw; 
and Little Crow, Dakota Speaker. A 
map by Diedrich shows the land of 
the eastern Sioux prior to 1851. 
Although Diedrich's book is mainly 
historical biography, in the Preface he 
says that "some attempt has been 
made to illuminate the momentous 
and crucial decisions and actions of 
these leaders based upon their cultural 
viewpoint (fully admitting the 
difficulties of this due to the fragmen­
tary record of eastern Sioux culture)." 
This is a welcome addition to the 
literature on the leaders of the Sioux. 

CENTRAL MINNESOTA is the area 
documented in volume 6 (1987) of 
Wiley Pope's series. Tracing Your 
Ancestors in Minnesota: A Guide to 
the Sources (St. Paul, Minnesota 
Family Trees, 718 Sims St., 55106, 180 
p. , $12.50, plus Minnesota sales tax, 
$1.00 postage for mailing). Counties 

covered are Aitkin, Benton, Chisago, 
Crow Wing, Isanti, Kanabec, Mille 
Lacs, Morrison, Pine, Sherburne, 
Stearns, Todd, Wadena, and Wright; 
sources noted include libraries, 
historical societies, government 
agencies, churches, newspapers, local 
histories, atlases, cemeteries, and 
family records. Earlier published 
volumes are volume 1, general 
introduction to genealogical research, 
Minnesota statewide and county 
records; volume 2, South Central 
Minnesota; volume 3, Southwest 
Minnesota; volume 4, West Central 
Minnesota; volume 5, Southwest 
Minnesota; volume 8, Southeast 
Minnesota. Still in progress are 
volume 7, North Central Minnesota; 
volume 9, Northeast Minnesota; 
volume 10, Twin Cities and metropoli­
tan counties; and volume 11, counties 
no longer in existence. Genealogists 
and local historians, beginners and 
experienced researchers, will find this 
a valuable tool while working on their 
projects. Patricia C. Harpole 

STUDENTS of exploration and the fur 
trade will be interested to note that 
the MHS library has received a copy 
of a catalog entitled Gli Oggetti 
Indian! Raccolti Da G. Constantino 
Beltrami, compiled by Leonardo 
Vigorelli and published by the Museo 
Civico di Scienze Naturali "Enrico 
Caffi" of Bergamo, Italv', in 1987. 
This town museum houses the Indian 
artifacts that Beltrami collected in 
1823 along the upper Mississippi 
River Volume I of the catalog (107 p.) 
contains color plates of the artifacts 
and detailed description of each piece, 
its provenience, its current condition, 
the circumstances under which it was 
collected, by whom, and when. 
Volume II (140 p.), entitled Rivista 
del Museo Civico di Scienze Naturali 
"Enrico Caffi." includes a short essav 
on Beltrami as well as an article that 
"deals vvith the principles of develop­
ment and the conclusions of the 
research in order to catalogue the 

material in an appropriate way. . 
addressed to specialists of the field 
hoping they will contribute to further 
developments in the analysis of this 
important collection." 

MARCUS THRANE (1817-90) is 
remembered in Norway as one of the 
founding fathers of that country's 
labor movement. Some specialists in 
America know that he lived in the 
United States (principally in Chicago 
and Eau Claire, Wisconsin) from 1864 
until his death, but this American 
period has always been very shadowy. 
Terje I. Leiren illuminates it in 
Marcus Thrane: a Norwegian Radical 
in America (Northfield, Norwegian-
American Historical Association, 1987, 
167 p., $12). Thrane's political, 
theatrical, and freethought interests 
and activities are carefully docu­
mented. The part played by the Muus 
divorce uproar, which revived 
Thrane's interest in writing the 
satirical Den gamle Wisconsin-Bibelen 
(The Wisconsin Bible) and spurred 
him to the composition of the operetta 
Holden. eller Smdr Dig med Taahno-
dighed (Holden, or Anoint Yourself 
vvith Patience), with music apparently 
by Sir Arthur Sullivan, is of special 
Minnesota interest (might Holden be 
worth reviving?). But it is not the only 
Minnesota connection—indeed Thrane 
can be regarded as an ancestor of the 
Upper Midwest insurgent tradition. 

Michael Brook 

"A SMALL, TRANQUIL community 
in Dakota County" is the subject of 
the late Robert Orr Baker's last 
historical research. His book, The 
ViUage: The Past and Present of 
Sunfish Lake (1987, 77 p. , $10), 
records the origins, organization, and 
growth of a communitv' which by 
1938 "was completely in the hands of 
transplanted urbanites with a vital 
interest in the maintenance of the lake 
and the surrounding property." Baker 
points out that although the settle­
ment dates back to 1855, the village 
was not incorporated until 1958. The 
booklet is enhanced by a quantity of 
vintage photographs and clear maps, 
as well as an appendix of past and 
present residents, several of whose 
recollections and research are incorpo­
rated into the text. Copies of the work 
are available at the Dakota County 
State Bank, 750 South Plaza, Mendota 
Heights 55118. 
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