














TWO NEW BOREALIS books from
the MHS Press are novels by Richard
Bissell, an acclaimed anthor and
proud holder of a pilot’s license on the
Ohio, Missouri, and Mississippi rivers.
The first is A Stretch on the River,
first published in 1950, which is a
largely autobiographical account of a
voung man's initiation to life as a
deckhand on a diesel towboat plying
the Mississippi between St. Louis and
St. Paul. The 252-page book includes
an affectionate and perceptive
Afterword by Martha Brayv that also
appears in High Water. This novel,
published originally in 1954, tells the
story of towboat mate Duke Snyder,
beset by an angry captain, unhappy
crew members, and a memorable
flood that offers high drama. Both of
the Bissell books are available for
$8.95, plus $1.50 handling fee and 6%
tax for Minnesotans from MHS.

MARK DIEDRICH'S hook Famous
Chiefs of the Eastern Sioux (Minnea-
polis, Covote Books, 1987, 81 p.,
$10.95) provides a historic biography
of five leaders of the eastern Sioux, or
Dakota, tribes. This detailed chrono-
logical account is recounted in five
chapters with apropos subtitles:
Wabasha, Dakota Hero; Red Wing.
Dakota Partisan: Waneta, Dakota
Dictator: Inkpaduta, Dakota Outlaw:
and Little Crow, Dakota Speaker. A
map by Diedrich shows the land of
the eastern Sioux prior to 1851,
Although Diedrich’s book is mainly
historical biography, in the Preface he
says that “some attempt has been
made to illuminate the momentous
and crucial decisions and actions of
these leaders based upon their cultural
viewpoint (fully admitting the
difficulties of this due to the fragmen-
tary record of eastern Sioux culture).”
This is a welcome addition to the
literature on the leaders of the Sioux.

CENTRAL MINNESOTA is the area
documented in volume 6 (1987) of
Wiley Pope's series, Tracing Your
Ancestors in Minnesota: A Guide to
the Sources (St. Paul, Minnesota
Family Trees. 718 Sims St., 55106, 180
p.. $12.50, plus Minnesota sales tax,
$1.00 postage for mailing). Counties
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covered are Aitkin, Benton, Chisago.
Crow Wing, Isanti, Kanabec, Mille
Lacs. Morrison, Pine, Sherburne,
Stearns, Todd, Wadena, and Wright:
sources noted include libraries,
historical societies, government
agencies. churches. newspapers, local
histories, atlases. cemeleries. and
family records. Earlier published
volumes are volume 1, general
introduction to genealogical research,
Minnesota statewide and county
records: volume 2. South Central
Minnesota: volume 3. Southwest
Minnesota: volume 4, West Central
Minnesota: volume 5, Southwest
Minnesota: volume 8. Southeast
Minnesota. Still in progress are
volume 7. North Central Minnesota:
volume 9. Northeast Minnesota:
volume 10. Twin Cities and metropoli-
tan counties: and volume 11, counties
no longer in existence. Genealogists
and local historians, beginners and
experienced researchers. will find this
a valuable tool while working on their
projects. Patricia C. Harpole
STUDENTS of exploration and the fur
trade will be interested to note that
the MHS library has received a copy
of a catalog entitled Gli Oggetti
Indiani Raccolti Da G. Constantino
Beltrami. compiled by Leonardo
Vigorelli and published by the Museo
Civico di Scienze Naturali “Enrico
Caffi” of Bergamo, Italy, in 1987,
This town museum houses the Indian
artifacts that Beltrami collected in
1823 along the upper Mississippi
River. Volume T of the catalog (107 p.}
contains color plates of the artifacts
and detailed description of each piece.
its provenience, its current condition,
the circumstances under which it was
collected. by whom. and when.
Volume I1 (140 p.). entitled Rivista
del Museo Civico di Scienze Naturali
“Enrico Caffi.” includes a short essay
on Beltrami as well as an article that
“deals with the principles of develop-
ment and the conclusions of the
research in order to catalogue the
material in an appropriate way. .
addressed to specialists of the field
hoping they will contribute to further
developments in the analysis of this
important collection.”

MARCUS THRANE (1817-90) is
remembered in Norway as one of the
founding fathers of that country’s
labor movement. Some specialists in
America know that he lived in the
United States (principally in Chicago
and Eau Claire, Wisconsin) from 1864
until his death. but this American
period has always been very shadowy.
Terje 1. Leiren illuminates it in
Marcus Thrane: a Norwegian Radical
in America (Northfield, Norwegian-
American Historical Association, 1987,
167 p.. $12). Thrane’s political,
theatrical, and freethought interests
and activities are carefully docu-
mented. The part plaved by the Muus
divorce uproar, which revived
Thrane’s interest in writing the
satirical Den gamle Wisconsin-Bibelen
(The Wisconsin Bible) and spurred
him to the composition of the operetta
Holden. eller Smar Dig med Taalmo-
dighed (Holden. or Anoint Yourself
with Patience), with music apparently
by Sir Arthur Sullivan, is of special
Minnesota interest (might Helden be
worth reviving?). But it is not the only
Minnesota connection—indeed Thrane
can be regarded as an ancestor of the
Upper Midwest insurgent tradition.
Michael Brook

“A SMALL, TRANQUIL community
in Dakota County™ is the subject of
the late Robert Orr Baker's last
historical research. His book, The
Village: The Past and Present of
Sunfish Lake (1987, 77 p., $10).
records the origins, organization, and
growth of a community which by
1938 “was completely in the hands of
transplanted urbanites with a vital
interest in the maintenance of the lake
and the surrounding property.” Baker
points out that although the settle-
ment dates back to 1855, the village
was not incorporated until 1958. The
booklet is enhanced by a quantity of
vintage photographs and clear maps,
as well as an appendix of past and
present residents, several of whose
recollections and research are incorpo-
rated into the text. Copies of the work
are available at the Dakota County
State Bank, 750 South Plaza, Mendota
Heights 55118,
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