


tend Hampton. ' - In adddion to the Benders, Chippewa 
famdies like the Boutangs, Brokers, Giards, Gurnoes, 
Hamlins, O'Donnells, and Wolfes were represented by 
siblings. Other kin included a number of cousins: 
Agnes and John Gokey, Louis Carpenter and the 
Boutang brothers, and George Brown, Alex Bobidosh, 
and Henry Bisonigijig. 

THE FIRST MEMBER of a family often paved the way 
for younger relatives at the school. Anna Bender was 
the first of five brothers and sisters to enroll, the largest 
number to attend from one Chippewa family. The 
other siblings were Elizabeth (class of 1907), E m m a 
(file misplaced at Hampton , but two years younger 
than Elizabeth), Fred (class of 1915), and George (en­
rolled from 1914 to 1915). Anna, the first Chippewa 
woman to graduate from H a m p t o n , was born in 
Brainerd on February 22, 1885, to Mary Razor Bender, 
the daughter of a medicine man , and Albertus Bliss 
Bender, a German homesteader. According to Anna, 
Albertus left his childhood home because of ill treat­
ment by his adoptive parents, an aunt and uncle. He 
went to work in the logging camps of northern Minne­
sota, where he learned to speak the Ojibway language 
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and met Mary Razor. After marrying, Albertus contin­
ued to earn a living by logging, supplemented by hunt­
ing and fishing. By the t ime Anna was born, the couple 
already had three sons, John, Frank, and Charles (who 
later gained fame as a pitcher for the Phdadelphia Ath­
letics and subsequent membership in the National 
Baseball Hall of Fame). W h e n Anna was a year old, the 
family moved to Whi t e Ear th Reservation, where Al­
bertus bud t a log house, granary, and farm on his wife's 
160-acre a l lotment . ' ' 

Anna's boarding school experiences started at an 

'- Anna Bender, "The Story of My Life," undated manu­
script, Anna Bender student file, HUA. 

' ' Here and bve paragraphs below, see Bender, ""Story of 
My Life," 2, 3, and n.p. 
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early age. By the time she went to Hampton in 1902, 
she had already spent most of her young life away from 
home. Her schooling started at age six, when she was 
sent to the Lincoln Institute in Philadelphia; two of her 
brothers, Charles and John, went to the nearby "Edu­
cational Home on forty-ninth street, an offshoot of 
Lincoln. Anna could not remember her trip from Min­
nesota to the school, but she had happy memories of 
Lincoln, the "only home I can distinctly remember." 
She especially enjoyed the summer months spent in the 
country near Valley Forge. After seven years, when she 
was to return to Minnesota, her brothers had already 
gone home. "I had no reason for wanting to go home," 
she wrote, "except that other students went to theirs. I 
seldom heard from my parents and was so young when 
I came away that I did not even remember them. . . . 

"How miserable I felt when the time came to go! It 
was to me the leaving of a home instead of returning to 
one. The trip was very pleasant at first for there was a 
crowd of us returning, but when we got to Chicago I 
was made sad and lonely again by the departure of my 
friends. From St. Paul I had to travel all alone, not for 
long as my home was just fifty miles from there. 

"My mother met me at the station bringing with 
her my two younger sisters and two younger brothers 
whom I had never seen. They greeted me kindly but 
they and everything being so new and strange that I 
burst into tears. To comfort me my mother took me into 
a store close by and bought me a bag of apples. As the 
house was only about a mile from the station we all 
walked home thro the woods while my sisters tried to 
cheer me up by telling me about places we passed and 
the good times they had. . . . 

"As we gathered around the table later a great wave 
of homesickness came over me. I could not eat for the 
lump in my throat and presently I put my head down 
and cried good and hard, whde the children looked on 
in surprise. When my father returned from work he 
greeted me kindly but scanned me from head to foot. 
He asked me if I remembered him & I had to answer 
no. He talked to me kindly and tried to help me recall 
my early chddhood, but I had never known many men 
and was very shy of him. At last he told me I had 
changed greatly from a loving child to a stranger." 

After becoming acquainted with her sister Eliza­
beth, Anna felt less lonely, but she stated "I had much 
to learn and much to endure those next few months 
that I cannot tell you here." Anna's famdy was living in 
her father's chddhood community, "the only Indians 

'̂ Elizabeth Bender to scholarship benefactor, Feb., 
1905, E. Bender student file, HUA. 

" A. Bender, '"Story of My Life," 6, and n.p. 
'" Anna Bender to Mrs. Pierce, scholarship benefactor. 

May 4, 1903, A. Bender student file, HUA; Southern Work­
man 8 (June, 1879): 68. 

anywhere around," on land and in a house given to 
Albertus by an aunt. Unhappy there, Mary Bender re­
turned to the reservation with the chddren. Anna spent 
about three months at White Earth, then prepared to 
leave for Pipestone Boarding School, accompanied by 
her brothers and sisters. "I well remember the day my 
brothers and sisters & I went away. It was a bitter cold 
day and we were six miles away from the station. We 
did not know that a team was coming for us so we 
started off early in the morning and got three miles 
before the team came and picked us up, and we went 
on to Pipestone we [and] two other students." 

Anna commented that she was glad they went there 
because the school grounds joined Pipestone quarry, 
made famous by Longfellow's "Hiawatha" as the meet­
ing place of the tribes. Her sister Elizabeth described 
the program at Pipestone as a half day of school all 
year, the other half day spent in manual training. For 
girls, that training consisted of work in the sewing 
room, laundry, kitchen, or bakery, and for boys, work 
in the tador shop, carpentry shop, and on the school 
farm. The students had to stay a term of three years 
before they were allowed to go home.'^ 

When Anna's three-year term at Pipestone expired 
in 1902, she again returned home, commenting that 
she was able to see the beauty of the lakes, prairie, and 
woodland. "I have never been at home in the spring of 
the year but I have heard my mother say that when the 
rain falls and the snow melts the greater part of the 
land is one vast lake so that in order to go any where 
one must go everywhere in his canoe. Even to go from 
the house to the barn one has to jump into his canoe & 
paddle round and round." According to Anna, nothing 
eventful happened during her three months at home, 
but she used to go out canoeing and fishing a great 
deal. She also learned something more of "the condi­
tion of my people."'^' 

Before leaving Pipestone, Anna had decided that 
unless she was needed at home, she would attend 
Hampton Institute in the fall. She first became inter­
ested in going there through a teacher at Pipestone, a 
former Hampton Institute student, who "could do al­
most anything when anybody was sick she could take 
their places from office work to cooking including sew­
ing [,] matron, nursing and teaching. We used to call 
her Jack of All Trades and I used to think to myself, 'If 
that is the way they educate people at Hampton, there 
is the place I want to go.' so the next fall 1 boarded the 
train for Hampton." This example was consistent with 
the school's approach: "We say 'training' not teaching, 
because the Hampton method is to fit both head and 
hands for usefulness." Anna's goal was to become a typ­
ist, and she sought a "general education" in the pro­
gram.™ 

Elizabeth Bender provided some insight into her 
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parents ' attitudes about their children's schooling. "My 
mother is mostly all Indian, and she thought we were 
smart enough after going to school [at Pipestone] three 
years, therefore she did not want us [to] go to school 
anymore." Anna went to Hampton , however, and Eliz­
abeth, with younger sister E m m a and two younger 
brothers (most likely Albertus and Fred) returned to 
Pipestone. Elizabeth remarked: "It was with some dif­
ficulty before we could persuade our dear mother to let 
us go." In contrast, her father "was very willing to have 
us go back to school again."' ' 

ANNA traveled to Hampton with two other students 
from Whi te Ear th , Antoine Giard and his sister Ce­
lena. Traveling without an escort, they left home on 
Wednesday, October 1, 1902, and arrived at Hampton 
four days later. Anna described "The pleasantest par t 
of the journey . . . through the mountains and around 
the river sides.'" 

"We saw red soil which was new to us and many of 
the houses were built in the old fashioned way. 

"I have not been here long enough to see much of 
the place but what I seen [sic] I have liked. 

"I think it is a lovely place the sail-boats are so 
pretty on the water. The employees make us feel right 
at home and I hope we will all get along nicely to­
gether.' The Indian student paper also reported the 
arrival of the three Chippewa students. 'Tt had been 
raining all day, no one expected them, and they had to 
find their way the best they could from the station in 
Hampton." A year later, in 1903, Elizabeth followed 
her sister to the school. 

As a student Anna Bender was "very promising," 
according to a report from the school to Whi te Earth 
Agency. Agent Simon Michelet quoted from the corre­
spondence about ber and another reservation student, 
Louis Haml in , in a December, 1904, issue of the Chip­
pewa Herald: "You may be interested to know that 
these two young people seem very promising. Hamlin is 
the captain of our Indian company, and Annie Bender 
ranks very high among the girls." 

Anna was active in several s tudent organizations at 
Hampton Insti tute. She was vice-president of the Jose­
phines, a l i terary society organized by the young 
women of Winona Lodge, and secretary of the Chris­
tian Endeavor Society, one of several service organiza­
tions at t he school. W i t h th ree o ther students— 
J o s e p h i n e H i l l ( O n e i d a ) , J o s e p h B l a c k H a w k 
(Winnebago), and John Clifford (Sioux)—she was an 
editor of Talks and Thoughts. Among several articles 
she published in the paper, "An Ind ian Girl in Boston" 
described a fall visit to tha t city wi th her sister Eliza­
beth. They visited Harvard College and its museum, 
"which contains the world-famous glass flowers." She 
commented: "However interesting the flowers, we were 
obliged to continue our sight-seeing to the department 
of preserved bones, of stuffed birds and of animals. 
Different kinds of monkeys were placed in a row lead­
ing up to man . It was surprising to see the gradual 

" E. Bender to scholarship benefactor, Feb., 1905. 
'* Here and four paragraphs below, see A. Bender to Dr. 

H. B. Frissell, n.d., A. Bender student file, HUA; Talks and 
Thoughts, Oct., 1902, p. 2. 
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change of the monkey to man. I could see the reason 
why some people get the idea that we were once mon­
keys. I was glad to see that as the skeletons increased in 
size from monkeys through different races of man , the 
Indian stood last and the tallest."'" 

Like other Hampton students, Anna participated in 
the outing system. Her first summer placement, in 
1903, was with the family of a Congregational minister 
in Richmond, Massachusetts, where she did general 
housework. She reported learning "Yankee thrift, 
earning $1.75 per week, and finding the location beau­
tiful. When asked if she would like to return, however, 
she wrote "no."^" 

The following summer, Anna went to Hanover, 
Massachusetts, where she cooked and cleaned for a 
family of eight, earning $34.00 in 17 weeks. She en­
joyed this placement, especially because Elizabeth 
worked just half a mde away. "[W]e had many happy 
times together taking walks and twice we had the plea­
sure of going to the seashore and in bathing. The name 
of one of the beaches was Duxbury and from this place 
we could see the town of Plymouth also the statue of 
Miles Standish. As I looked at it, the lady I worked for 
remarked, 'It is the highest in the world.' I was some­
what surprised because I had never heard of that before 
so I said, 'It doesn't look so,' to which she replied, 'It is 
miles in the air.'"^' 

Because Hanover was close to Boston, Anna and 
Elizabeth did not want "to lose the opportunity of see­
ing that noted city' Their first visit occurred when 
their brother Charles, who was playing baseball for 
Phdadelphia against Boston in the American League, 
went to Hanover and escorted his two sisters to Boston. 
They attended the game at which the Philadelphia 
team was beaten by "one score." On their next t r ip , 
they stayed three days with friends and went sightsee­
ing, and the visit became the basis of Anna's article. 

When Anna returned to Hampton from Hanover in 
the fall of 1904, she began her studies in the second year 
middle class, which was next to the senior year. She 
explained that the course had been lengthened from 
three to four years. Her studies included English, 

"" Annie Bender, ""An Indian Girl in Boston," Talks and 
Thoughts, Dec , 1904, p. 4. Other published work by Anna 
included "Quital's First Hunt," ""The First Squirrel," "A 
Glimpse of the Old Indian Religion," and ""The Big Dipper," 
based primarily on tribal legends. 

" A. Bender student file. 
'' Here and below, see A. Bender to Mary P. Quincey, 

scholarship benefactor, Nov. 28, 1904, A. Bender student file. 
" Bender to Quincey Nov 28, 1904. 
*" "Report after leaving Hampton," A. Bender student 

file. 
'•' A. Bender to Caroline W. Andrus, June 5, 1911, A. 

Bender student file. 
" A. Bender student file. 

American history, music, and drawing. For manua l 
training, she had sewing. "The first thing we have in 
the morning," she wrote , "is news and in this period we 
bring up some of the political subjects which are being 
discussed in the newspapers. Our class was very much 
interested in watching how the election went. In the 
classroom our teacher let us vote just to see how it was 
done. Nearly every candidate was voted for but [Theo­
dore] Roosevelt received the majority. In li terature we 
are taking up Scott's 'Talisman' which is so interesting 
that we sometimes read far beyond the lesson."^- Fol­
lowing the 1904—05 school year, she returned to the 
same family in Hanover for her outing. 

After Anna's 1906 graduation, she did clerical work 
for a lumber company in Devils Lake, North Dakota , 
where she lived with a married sister. Later that year, 
she enrolled at Haskell Institute in Lawrence, Kansas, 
to take a commercial course; she graduated there in 
1908 and then obtained a job as an assistant clerk at the 
government school in Chemawa, Oregon. In 1910, she 
was promoted to property clerk. On July 23, 1910, she 
married Reuben Saunders (also spelled Sanders in ber 
file), boys' industrial teacher at the school.*' 

Anna's last letter to Hampton Institute was dated 
June 5, 1911, when she wrote to Caroline Andrus, 
thanking her for inquiring about ber health. Anna had 
undergone two operations for appendicitis, the second 
one because of a perforation left by the first. She also 
commented on a picnic and fishing t r ip—"The par t I 
enjoyed the most was lying flat on my stomach looking 
down into the Santiam River"—and reported that she 
and her husband planned more trips during the sum­
mer. " 

A few months later, however, the Chemawa Ameri­
can, in an October 6, 1911, article, reported tha t 
""Death, the great leveler, claimed Mrs. Anna Bender-
Sanders on Friday night, Sept. 29. A few days before 
she had submitted to a surgical operation for the re­
moval of a tumor. Mrs. Sanders had been employed 
untd quite recently as one of the force of clerks at Che­
mawa, having been appointed to this position about 
three years ago on her graduation from Haskell Insti­
tute. She was a very intelligent and capable woman , 
and was aged 26 years." Anna was interred at the Che­
mawa cemetery.*^ 

FOUR of Anna Bender 's siblings followed her to 
Hampton . Her sister Elizabeth's years paralleled hers. 
Active in many of the same student organizations, Eliz­
abeth did well in her studies and wrote articles for 
Talks and Thoughts. After graduation in 1907, she pur­
sued postgraduate work in teaching at H a m p t o n and 
took nurse's t ra ining in Phdade lph ia . She t augh t 
among the Blackfeet in Browning, Montana , on the 
Fort Belknap Reservation in Montana , and at Carlisle. 
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She marr ied Henry Roe Cloud, Winnebago graduate of 
Yale University and helped him develop Roe Institute 
for Indian boys in Wichita . Many years later, in 1950, 
she was named American Mother of the Year at an 
awards ceremony in New York, the first Indian woman 
to win the national honor. On her trip east at that time 
she visited Hampton Institute."' 

Less is known about the third Bender sister, E m m a . 
In Fred Bender's 1911 application to the institute, how­
ever, E m m a is named as a present "friend at Hamp­
ton." She was not listed as a graduate of the school, but 
there are references to her in Elizabeth's file. In a 1920 
letter, Elizabeth said that E m m a was in Battle Creek, 
Michigan, where she was in charge of a depar tment in 
a sanitarium. 

Fred Bender, a talented athlete, played quarterback 
on Hampton's football team when it broke into inter­
collegiate prominence. According to one writer, "He 
faked a forward pass to beat Howard University six to 
nothing . . . and was also an outstanding punter." Fred 
played basketball at the school and later, in the mili­
tary, again played football. He followed his sisters' ex­
ample at Hampton Institute by writ ing for publication. 
In one article he argued the case for an Indian college, 
stating; "If they had been taught by people of their own 
race they would undoubtedly have been taught the vi­
tal needs of their own people and the way to bring 
about a remedy for them." Although Fred was accepted 
for admission to Phillips Academy in Andover, Massa­
chusetts, his record indicated that he went to work af­
ter his 1915 graduation. Following military service, he 
attended Roe Institute, and in 1922, the last entry in his 
file, he was employed by the State Highway Commis­
sion in Ames, Iowa.*' 

George Bender at tended Hampton Institute from 
October 13, 1914, to May 27, 1915. Evidently he experi­
enced problems in school. Elizabeth, at one point, re­
marked about George: "You can't make a whistle out of 
a pig's tad." He quit Roe Institute twice and, as Fred 
commented, "we could not make him stay at Hamp­
ton." Fred added: "He also ran away from Haskell, but 
that is a mark of distinction, to my way of thinking." 
According to El izabeth, however, George "finally 
found himself" and became the "star p u p d " at Roe 
Institute. The last entry in his file was dated February, 
1922, and noted that he was a sophomore in college.*" 

Many of the Chippewa students, like Anna and 
Elizabeth Bender, worked in the Indian Service follow­
ing their schooling. Employed in their trades and as 
instructors, disciplinarians, and matrons, they followed 

GEORGE 
BENDER, 

about 1915 

through on Hampton Institute's aim for its students, 
"to be examples to, and teachers of, their people" 
whether they worked at home or in other Indian com­
munities across the country. This article has concen­
trated on the lives of some of Hampton 's students, the 
Chippewa. Equally rich mater ia l awaits scholars of 
other Indian groups. 

**• Here and below, see Elizabeth Bender to ""Mother 
Townsend," Jan. 14, 1920, E. Bender student file, HUA. Her 
writing included ""The Grain Fields of North Dakota," "The 
Land of Hiawatha," and ""From Hampton to New York," in 
which she described a trip with Anna to speak for Hampton 
Institute; besides speaking, the sisters sang a few Ojibway 
songs together. 

*• Tingey, ""Indians and Blacks Together," 257, 258; Fred 
Bender, "Higher Academic Training for Indians," American 
Indian Magazine, Summer, 1917, p. 106, copy in F. Bender 
student file, HUA. Another outstanding athlete during this 
time was George Gurnoe, ""one of the finest basketball play­
ers Hampton ever had." 

*̂  E. Bender to Caroline Andrus, May 15, 1915 (in George 
Bender file). May 12, 1919, and Fred Bender to Andrus, May 
24, 1920, in respective student files, HUA. 

THE ILLUSTRATION on pages 82 and 83 is from [Ludlow 
et al], Twenty-Two Years' Work, frontispiece; all other dlus­
trations are from the Hampton University Archives, used 
with permission. 
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