










ONE of the nice things about old 
newspapers is the way their pages 
automaticalK' place whate\er event 
one is researching in the context of 
everything else that was happening at 
the same time, as well as the condi­
tions, presuppositions, and proprieties 
of the da>'. The news stories included 
in Cnjfcc Made Her Insane 6 Other 
Nuggets From Old Minnesota Neu\spa-
pcrs. compiled b\' Peg Meier, illustrate 
the richness and diversity of historical 
detail and local color that can be 
gained b>' a perusal of the original 
newspapers. The news items in the 
314-page book range in length from 
one or two sentences to several pages 
and, as in the original newspapers, 
their subjects are as various as human 
experience. The stories selected tend 
to be those that not only report events 
in specific, local detail, but also 
display something about the personal 
thought processes of the person 
reporting them. The news items are 
arranged by decade and are accompa­
nied by reproductions of headlines, 
advertisements, and illustrations from 
the newspapers of each period, 
thereby supplying some graphic, 
physical links to the original papers 
and, particularly in the case of the 
advertisements, providing some 
additional well-placed windows into 
the details of the everyday life of the 
times. The book is avadable for $14.95 
from Neighbors Publishing, P.O. Box 
15071, Minneapolis 55415. 

Ron Walrath 

SOCIAL HISTORIAN Beth L. Bailey 
turns her attention to the transforma­
tion of a ritual practice in From Front 
Porch to Back Seat: Courtship in 
Twentieth-Century America (Balti­
more, Johns Hopkins University Press, 
1988, 181 p., $18.95). Bailey investi­
gates the conventions of middle-class 
courting behavior—the norms (and 
what it meant to breach them) — as 
spelled out in the prescriptive litera­
ture, popular magazines, and other 
cultural documents of her time 
period. In chronicling the change 
from courting in the family parlor to 
dating in public places, "removed, by 
distance and by anonymity, from the 
sheltering and controlling contexts of 
home and local community," the 
author also documents the rise of the 
American culture of youth—and the 
pl.enomenal growth of an industry 
that pandered to it. Dating became an 
expensive proposition and, the author 
.states, the language of courtship 
became the language of the market­

place. Chapters on caUing cards and 
money, the economy of dating, the 
worth of a date, sex control, the 
etiquette of masculinity and feminin­
ity, and '"scientific truth . . . and 
love," all studded with examples, 
reconstruct and analyze the evolution 
of the complex middle-class American 
mating dance that held sway at least 
until the 1960s. Readers who experi­
enced doubts and qualms while 
indulging in some "heavy petting," or 
who wondered if the date was worth 
the price of the Cokes, or who pored 
over the pages of Seventeen or 
Mademoiselle magazines will find this 
well-researched, carefully annotated 
book to be of more than academic 
interest. 

BASEBALL BUFFS and sports 
historians will welcome Stew 
Thornley's book. On to Nicollet: The 
Glory and Fame oj the Minneapolis 
Millers (Minneapolis: Nodin Press, 
1988, 92 p. , $9.95). Reminding 
readers that the MiUers had an overall 
winning record that was "best by far 
of all the teams who had ever played 
in the American Association," the 
author offers a largely chronological 
account of Mill City baseball from 
1884 untd 1960 when class Triple-A 
ball was supplanted by an American 
League team, the Minnesota Twins. 
The book concludes with a section on 
""Other Notable Millers" and an 
appendix replete with the statistics 
dear to the hearts of true fans. 

DINING IN AMERICA, 1850-1900, 
edited by Kathryn Grover (Amherst, 
University of Massachusetts Press with 
the Margaret Woodbury Strong 
Museum, 1987, 217 p.,'cloth, $25.00, 
paper, $12.95) is a collection of essays 
presented as data which, ""when 
examined within the context of other 
historical evidence, can help us 
reconstruct the cultural values that 
shaped the people and events of the 
past." To that end, the introduction by 
Susan R. Williams, the Strong's 
curator of household accessories and 
tablewares, is followed by six articles 
that approach the topic from different 
but complementary angles: ""Beer, 
Lemondade, and Propriety in the 
Gilded Age," by historian W. J. 
Rorabaugh; ""Technology and the 
Ideal: Production Quality and Kitchen 
Reform in Nineteenth-Century 
America," by foodware designer David 
W. Miller; ""Cookbooks of the 1800s," 
by collector and lecturer Eleanor T. 
Fordyce; "Rituals of Dining; Table 

Manners in Victorian America," by 
historian John F. Kasson; "The Vision 
of the Dining Room: Plan Book 
Dreams and Middle-Class Realities," 
by historian Clifford E. Clark, Jr.; 
and '"Victorian Dining Silver," by 
Dorothy T. Rainwater, an expert on 
American silver. In addition to good, 
clear writing, the book's generous 
page margins, ample illustrations, 
well-placed footnotes, and useful 
index make it inviting, as well as 
informative. 

AMPLY illustrated with photographs 
and line art. The First Hundred Years 
at the Town and Country Club by 
John A. Pfaender (St. Paul, The Club, 
1988, 56 p. , $15) is as much a source 
of information for future sports 
historians as it is a somewhat nostalgic 
memorial to the golf/family club's first 
century. Beginning with a historical 
sketch of the founding of Town and 
Country and progressing through its 
moves and various buildings to its 
present location in St. Paul, the book 
is full of names, dates, and lists. 
Readers with an interest in this 
particular club, the phenomenon of 
private clubs, or the story of golf and 
records of outstanding golfers who 
have played in Minnesota will enjoy 
leafing through this volume. 

TO COMMEMORATE the bicenten­
nial of the Northwest Ordinance of 
1787 the Indiana Magazine oj History 
for March, 1988, has published a 
special issue. Based on papers that 
were first delivered at a conference on 
the ordinance held at Indiana 
University last year, the articles range 
from W. W. Abbott's consideration of 
""George Washington, the West and 
the Union" through discussions of the 
ordinance itself by Robert V. Remini, 
""A Country Open for Neighborhood" 
by Rowland Berthoff, the public 
domain aspects by Malcolm J. 
Rohrbough, public education by Carl 
F Kaestle, the exclusion of slavery by 
David Brion Davis, and the problems 
of territory-making in "Americans 
versus Indians" by Robert F. Berkho­
fer, Jr. The final article is a review 
essay of Liberty's Legacy, an exhibi­
tion catalog celebrating both the 
ordinance and the Constitution, by 
George W. Geib. (The exhibition has 
been on view at the Minnesota 
Historical Society for the past two 
months.) The entire issue of the 
Indiana quarterly was under the guest 
editorship of Bernard W. Sheehan. 
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