

















labor organizing, and populist politics that swept
through the whole Midwest from the 1870s to the turn
of the century. Studies of Minnesota politics trace the
tradition of Farmer-Laborism back to this era, most
particularly to the 1880s when the Farmers Alliance
and the Knights of Labor challenged the status quo."”

The late 19th century was, after all, the period of
the Haymarket episode and eight-hour strikes in Chi-
cago of 1886. Edward Bellamy's popular utopian novel,
Looking Backward. depicting a new socialist society,
was published two years later and read by hundreds of
thousands. As early as the 1870s co-operatives were
forming and flourishing among dairy and grain
farmers, taking root as well in some urban communi-
ties in the 1890s. The utopian socialist ideas of men like
English industrialist Robert Owen and the German so-
cialist theoretician Ferdinand LaSalle, on which the
co-operative movement was based in both Europe and
America, gained currency. The phrase “Co-operative
Commonwealth,” used by generations of Minnesota

radicals to define their ultimate goal, had already en-
tered the political vocabulary. It remained through the
1930s and 1940s a symbol of the impact that the radi-
cals had on Minnesota’s paolitical culture. ™

We have uncovered much in the first vear of the
Minnesota radicalism project. But the time is rapidly
passing when oral history and other documentation of
the American radical past can be acquired. In the ensu-
ing year we hope to build on these beginnings in order
to preserve and interpret the rich legacy of Minnesota’s
radical history.

' Naftalin, “Tradition of Protest,” 53—63,

" Probably the most influential examination of the idea
was written by Danish author Laurence Gronlund, The Cop-
operative Commonwealth in its Outlines, An Exposition of
Modern Socialism (Boston: Lee and Shepard, 1884). In an
1890 reprint edition, Gronlund’s new introduction claimed
that Bellamy's work was inspired by it.

THE PHOTOCRAPH on p. 141 is from the Minneapolis
Tribune, January 12, 1957, p. 24; used with permission.
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