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DIRK HOERDER and Christiane
Harzig have edited the initial work in
a Creenwood Press series, The
Immigrant Labor Press in North
America, 1840-1970s: An Annotated
Bibliography (Westport, Conn.,
$39.95). This book. volume 1.
concerns “Migrants from Northern
Europe.” Published in 1987, it has a
hard cover and 278 pages. It begins
with a useful article by Hoerder titled
“An Internationally Mobile Working
Class and Its Press in North America:
A Survey.” which tells about the Labor
Newspaper Preservation Project based
at the University of Bremen in West
Germany. Hoerder also supplies an
introduction called “The Press of
Labor Migrants from the Nordic
Countries.” which is followed by
sections on Scandinavian papers,
Danish papers, Swedish papers,
Norwegian, Finnish, and Icelandic
papers for both Canada and the
United States. Many Minnesota papers
are described. Michael Brook, former
head of the MHS library, contributed
the section on Swedes.

THE Minnesota Genealogical Society
has published a 12-page booklet, An
Introduction to Minnesota Research
Sources, that provides such basic
information as what research guides
are available, where to borrow
microfilm, and how to obtain vital
information. It lists local genealogical
societies and Twin Cities libraries with
genealogical sources and also describes
the services and publications of MGS.
The booklet is available from the
Minnesota Genealogical Society, P.O.
Box 16069, St. Paul 55116-0069 for
$3.36 (tax included) postpaid. or may
be purchased for $2.65 at the MGS
office at 965 Fort Road, St. Paul.

JULIA'S CHILDREN: A Norwegian
Immigrant Family in Minnesota, by
Margaret Chrislock Gilseth, is a 443-
page paperback novel published in
1987. With finely drawn, three-
dimensional characters based on the
author’s family and the people she
knew in her Norwegian-American
community, Gilseth weaves a genera-
tional novel that allows historians,
Norwegian Americans, and other

interested readers to understand some
of the joys and difficulties, the
traditions and conlflicts that individual
immigrants and their families experi-
enced in the Upper Midwest. The
details of day-to-day living and the
material culture are particularly well
described. Gilseth also tackles larger
historical questions: working condi-
tions for the men at Minneapolis’s
famous flour mills in the 1880s, for
example, and the difficulty second-
and third-generation women had in
finding appropriate roles and identi-
ties. There is much sadness in this
book and much that rings true. It can
be ordered for $14.95 (plus 6% sales
tax for Minnesotans) and $2.00
shipping from Askeladd Press, P.O.
Box 616, St. Charles, Minn. 55972.

THE DIVERSE holdings of manu-
scripts and government records, “one
of the richest archival collections in
the Upper Midwest,” are described in
a Guide io the Collections of the
Nartheast Minnesota Historical Center
(Duluth, The Center, 1988, 68 p..
$3.16 tax included). Published under
the direction of Dr. Roy Hoover and
sponsored by the University of
Minnesota, Duluth Center for
Community and Regional Research
and the St. Louis County Historical
Society, the 534 manuscript entries
and the 53 government records are
grouped and indexed separately. The
consecutively numbered entries are
arranged alphabetically. The compil-
ers point out that the descriptions “are
not intended to be exhaustive™; more
detailed information may be obtained
from the center, which is located in
Library 375, University of Minnesota,
Duluth 55812,

A HISTORY that looks at a northern
Minnesota county is John M. Cran-
dall’s Sithouettes of Time: A History
of Wadena County Focusing on Shell
City and Nimrod, MN, published in
1984. This 99-page paperback has a
table of contents, some footnotes, and
a list of references cited and con-
sulted, but no index. Although the
title indicates special interest in two
places in Wadena County, the author
devotes two of the book’s four chap-

ters wars between the Chippewa and
Sioux and the French and British: he
also discusses British control of North
America, treaties with Indian people
that permitted the settlement of
Minnesota, the Red River oxcart trails
(one of which ran through Wadena
County), and Minnesota statehood.
Within each of these broad topics he
tells what he has found about the area
that later became Wadena County. He
goes on to discuss logging history in
the state, in northern Minnesota, and
finally in the areas around Nimrod
and Shell City. The final chapter
details the settlement and organization
of Wadena County and of Nimrod
and Shell City in particular. Besides
logging, one item of particular interest
in the Nimrod section is the post-1900
business of “‘manufacturing wiregrass
rugs and mats, which were durable
enough to handle the heavy traffic of
hotel corridors and rooms.” Wiregrass
grew in peat hogs near Nimrod, and
the processes used to harvest it are a
fascinating piece of technological and
social history. An interviewee told
Crandall that of the 60 to 100
employees hired to harvest and bale
wiregrass, most were children paid
one dollar for a 10-hour dayv, plus a
dozen or so adult men paid $2.25 a
day. The book costs $4.95 plus $.95
postage and sales tax; it is available
from the author at Rte. 2, Box 17,
Wadena 56482,

RAILROAD enthusiasts will want to
note a new book, To the Columbia
Gateway: The Oregon Railway and
the Northern Pacific, 18731884, by
Peter J. Lewty (Pullman, Washington
State University Press, 1987, 202 p.,
cloth, $24.95, paper, $15.95). Al-
though this book does not tap any new
or previously unused sources, it does
assemble and present in very readable
fashion the complicated story of the
origins of these two railroads, Henry
Villard's great gamble and loss, and
the completion of the two lines to the
Columbia Gateway. A section of toute
maps and road gradient charts is a
useful addition, and the group of
rather dreary photographs conveys
some idea of what the empire builders
were up against.
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YUTO'KECA:TRANSITIONS. The
Burdick Collection is a handsome, 77-
page volume, including 28 color
plates, by Audrey Porsche, curator of
collections at the State IHistorical
Socicly of North Dakota. This catalog,
published by SHSND in 1987, features
objects collected by North Dakota
attorney and congressman Usher
Lloyd Burdick, whose lifelong interest
in the predicament of his friends and
neighbors the Dakota—as well as his
admiration for their geomelric art—
culminated in this collection. Burdick
was particularly interested in the
difficult transition to reservation living
and felt that his collection docu-
mented a disappearing way of life,

A bricf introduction by the author
and notes on the collection provide
historical context and precise descrip-
tions of the art. Handsome black-and-
white photographs supplement the
lush color ones, and meaty captions
tell of the use, as well as construction
techniques and materials, of the
objects. This book may be ordered
from the State Historical Society of
North Dakota, North Dakota Heritage
Center, Bismarck 38505 for $17.50
plus $1.00 postage and handling;
North Dakota residents add 5 1/2%
sales tax (6 1/2% for residents of
Bismarck).

A NEW addition to the growing list of
reminiscences about growing up in the
rural Midwest is Herman Hammel's
Children of the Homesteaders (Sta-
ples, Adventure Publications, 1987, 90
p.. $7.95). Hammel’s is a story of
growing up in North Dakota during
the Great Depression, and it is told
with charm in short episodes: herding
sheep in the 1930s, the gas man, a
foolhardy accident, and so forth. The
story ends in 1941 when Hammel took
a job in Pierre, South Dakota,
Children of the Homesteaders may be
ordered from the author, R.R. #1, Box
77C, Staples 56479; Minnesota
residents must add 48¢ tax.

THE UNIVERSITY of Towa Press has
published a sequel to its first book on
the popular cartoons of Norwegian-
American artist Peter |. Rosendahl.
More Han Ola Og Han Per, edited by
Einar Haugen and Joan N. Buckley
(lowa City, 1988, 167 p., $19.95), is a
bilingual edition. In its brief introduc-
tory essays the editors address some
criticisms reviewers had of the first
volume, providing biographieal
information on the creator of the
comic strip and offering suggestions as
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to why the cartoons were so enor-
mously popular among Norwegian
Americans. This volume’s reproduc-
tion of 331 of Rosendahl’s strips from
the Decorah-Posten covers a wide
variety of humorous situations
common to midwestern immigrants of
the early 20th century. While this
collection does not represent all of the
artist’s work, it covers the vast
majority of his eartoons drawn
between April, 1926, and July, 1935.

ETHNIC historians and midwestern-
ers of Norwegian ancestry, particu-
larly, will welcome Odd S. Lovoll's
new book, A Century of Urban Life:
The Norwegians in Chicago before
1930 (Northfield: Norwegian-American
Historical Society, 1988, 367 p.,
$29.95). Carefully researched and
amply documented and illustrated,
the volume is a welcome addition to
Norwegian immigrant historiography
because it redresses the rural bias that
has long been emphasized in the
literature. The chapter on “Norwe-
gians in Industrial America™ offers
strong evidence of a working-class
awareness with ethnic overtones. Dr.
Lovoll thoroughly examines and
assesses the political, economic, social,
and cultural aspects of life in what by
1930 became “the third largest
Norwegian city in the world.”

FREDERICK OTTO ZARDETTI,
first bishop of the Roman Catholic
Diocese of St. Cloud (1889 — 1894),
was “‘an extremely complex man, and
for that very reason his life was an
exceptionally fascinating one,” writes
Vincent A. Yzermans in Frontier
Bishop of Saint Cloud (Waite Park,
Park Press, 1988, ii, 197 p., $16.00
paperback). Yzermans argues that
Zardetti, generally known as an
autocratic and calculating
administrator, was a capable and
zealous bishop who had many friends.
Zardetti did battle with the monks of
the Benedictine Order at St. John's
Abbey, and he opposed Archbishop
John Ireland of St. Paul on such issues
as the use of the German language in
the church and the status of parochial
schools.

FUR TRADE enthusiasts will
welcome the publication of The North
West Company in Rebellion: Simon
McGillivray’s Fort William Notebook,
1815, edited with an introduction by
Jean Morrison. The 50-page booklet,
“quite probably . the only extant
diary kept by a North West Company

shareholder during an annual
rendezvous,” offers an insider’s view of
that gathering at which MecGillivray
found himself “not just placating the
winterers but also trying to block their
mass desertion from the company
itself.” Editor Morrison supplies a
helpful introduction, as well as brief
biographical sketches of nearly 40
individuals mentioned in the diary,
The publication was issued in 1988
and may be obtained for $5.00 plus
postage and handling from the
Thunder Bay Historical Museum
Society, 219 S. May St., Thunder Bay,
Ontario P7E 1B5, Canada.

NOW AVAILABLE in paperback is
John C. Ewers’s valuable examination
of Indian Life on the Upper Missouri
(Norman, University of Oklahoma
Press, 1988, 222 p., $9.95). The book,
which will be welcomed by social
anthropologists, historians, archaeoclo-
gists, and many others, is volume 89
in the Civilization of the American
Indian series.
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