












sidebars to tell stories of individuals 
and families that add life to an 
already lively book. The index, which 
lists only names of individuals, and in 
minute type, is a disappointment. The 
book was published in 1987 by the 
South St. Paul Area Chapter of the 
Dakota Countv Historical Society, 130 
Third Ave. No'., So. St. Paul, Minn., 
55075. 

A BUNDLE oj Sticks: The Story oj a 
Family, by Weyerhaeuser Company 
historian Charles E. Twining, docu­
ments both the family and. secondar­
ily, the business of the Weyerhaeuser 
clan. While the focus of the book is on 
the second generation—John Phillip, 
Elise, Margaret, ApoUonia, Charles, 
Rudolph, and Frederick Edward— 
their parents, spouses, and children 
also enter into the narrative. The dde 
refers as much to one of Aesop's fables 
(the moral of which is that there is 
strength in unity) as to the family's 
timber empire. This is an interesting 
case study in family history, in which 
the author shows how personal life 
and values cannot be kept apart from 
business dealings. A Bundle oj Sticks 
(448 pages plus a foldout family tree) 
was published in St. Paul by the Rock 
Island Company in 1987. 

MORE THAN 700 individual biogra­
phies and family sketches form the 
major portion of Sherburne County 
Heritage (Becker, Sherburne County 
Historical Society 1986, 288 p., 
$49.95), offering a wonderful look at 
the residents of the county, from the 
hardy pioneers of the mid-1800s 
through the succeeding generations to 
the present. The addition of brief 
histories of each township and city, an 
excellent name index, and photo­
graphs, both historical and contempo­
rary, make the book a browsing 
pleasure and a useful reference tool. 
Minnesota residents add $3.00 sales 
tax; mail orders should include $3.00 
for postage and handling. 

A KNIFE and Fork History 
(Minneapolis, Minnesota Nutrition 
Councd, 1987, n.p., $4.00), published 
by the council to commemorate its 
50th anniversary, is a light and 
informative look back at what 
Minnesotans have eaten for the last 
half-century. The front of the booklet 
contains a decade-by-decade summary 
of the nutrition council's history; the 
bulk of the book, however, is devoted 
to recipes. A typical or outstanding 
recipe is supplied for each year from 
1936 to 1986, complete a with chatty 

headnote giving some flavor of the era 
and placing the dish in historical and 
nutritional context. Recipes range 
from Spam with french toast in 1937, 
the year that product was introduced, 
through war cake, tuna-noodle 
casserole with crushed potato chips, 
granola, and wild rice soup. Knije 
and Fork History may be ordered 
from the Minnesota Nutrition 
Council, 1821 University Avenue, 
West, Suite S-280, St. Paul 55104; 
include $1.50 shipping and handling 
for the first copy and $.50 for any 
additional copies to the same address. 

A FASCINATING look at the 
interaction between agricultural 
mechanization and rural culture is 
presented in J. Sanford Rikoon's 
Threshing in the Midwest, 1820-1940, 
A Study oj Traditional Culture and 
Technological Change (Bloomington, 
Indiana University Press, 1988, 214 p., 
$35.00). The study is a model for 
books on social history and folklife, as 
it gracefully integrates statistics, oral 
materials, diary entries, charts, 
photographs and drawings, and other 
primary materials with information in 
secondary sources. The change from 
manual flailing and animal treading 
in the early 1800s to steam engines at 
century's end and the combined 
harvester-thresher of the mid-20th 
century had great impact on 
occupational practices and the social 
organization of work. By focusing 
broadly on how farm famdies used 
and responded to changing 
technology, Rikoon has put together a 
study of value to readers in many 
disciplines—sociologists, 
anthropologists, historians, and 
folklorists among them. 

READERS seeking an international 
perspective on Norwegian immigration 
will be interested to peruse the volume 
edited by Frederick Hale, Their Own 
Saga: Letters jrom the Norwegian 
Global Migration (Minneapolis, 
Minnesota Press, 1986, 183 p., 
$16.50). These letters home to 
Norway, presented here in translation, 
detail with immediacy experiences in 
Minneapolis and the rural Midwest as 
weU as Seattle, New York, the Yukon 
Territory, and far-flung locations 
including Africa, Canada, Australia, 
the Phdippines, Cuba, and Latin 
America. Each letter is introduced 
with a brief note describing either the 
writer or something of the conditions 
under which the correspondence was 
composed. 

SOLIDARITY OR SURVIVAL? 
American Labor and European 
Immigrants, 1830-1924 by A. T. Lane 
(New York, Greenwood Press, 1987, 
230 p. , $35.00) joins 20 other volumes 
in Greenwood's series on contributions 
in labor studies. Starting with the 
nativism of pre-Civil War America, 
the author explores the responses of 
urban labor to immigration, the rise 
of groups such as the Knights of 
Labor and the American Federation of 
Labor, the effects of the various 
immigration policies during the era, 
and the eclipse of solidarity following 
World War I. In addition to the text 
itself, the copious footnotes and a 
well-arranged, if brief, bibliographical 
essay make this book an important 
resource on labor and immigration 
history. 

MHS PRESS books have recently won 
honors from Choice, a publishing arm 
of the American Library Association. 
In its 1987—88 selection of "outstand­
ing academic books," that magazine 
selected The Way to Independence: 
Memories oj a Hidatsa Indian Family, 
1840-1920 by Carolyn Gilman and 
Mary Jane Schneider, reviewed in the 
Winter, 1987, issue of Minnesota 
History. The society's winner for 
1988-89 is Marvin R. O'ConneU's 
John Ireland and the American 
Catholic Church, reviewed in Winter, 
1988. 

THE IMMIGRATION History Society 
has recently established an award in 
the amount of $100 for the best article 
to appear in the Journal oj American 
Ethnic History during the preceding 
two calendar years. The Carlton C. 
Qualey Prize, the first of which will 
be given in 1989, honors Dr. Qualey, 
onetime director of the MHS and 
longtime associate of this institution, 
for his outstanding work in the field 
of immigration. 

THE ILLINOIS Historic Preservation 
Agency is preparing an accurate, 
complete, annotated edition of the 
law practice of Abraham Lincoln to 
be entitled The Lincoln Legal: A 
Documentary History oj the Law 
Practice oj Abraham Lincoln, 
1836-1861. The agency requests 
assistance in locating any document, 
record, letter, contemporary printed 
account, or after-the-fact recollection 
that relates to Lincoln's entire law 
practice. Communications should be 
sent to The Lincoln Legal, IHPA 
Drawer 120, Old State Capitol, 
Springfield, Illinois 62701. 
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