
the nature and methodology of public land surveying in the 
United States. As a way of bringing his history up-to-date, 
Iseminger covered the present-day status of the boundary 
markers. He concluded that more than half of the original 
720 monuments still stand, but many others have succumbed 
to road construction, vandalism, souvenir hunters, and 
breakage caused by livestock and equipment. In this connec­
tion, one is struck by the lack of provision for some type of 
boundarv' maintenance. Unlike the Canada-United States 
boundary, which is inspected and remonumented as neces­
sary at regular intervals, the North Dakota-South Dakota 
boundary was surveyed, marked, and forgotten. 

Iseminger's work should increase public consciousness of 
the boundary monuments as interesting reminders of the ar­
ea's past. This book should enjoy a wide readership. It deals 
with a fresh topic, is well researched, clearly written, and 
lavishly illustrated. The coverage of Missouri River steam­
boating and the use of quartzite as building stone is unneces­
sarily long and detailed for purposes of this history, but over­
all Iseminger has produced an excellent monograph, which is 
appropriately related to regional and national themes. 

Reviewed by WILLIAM E . LASS, projessor oj history at 
Mankato State University and author oj Minnesota's Bound­
ary with Canada; Its Evolution since 1783 (1980). 

The Fall of the House of Labor: The Workplace, The 
State, and American Labor Activism, 1865-1925. 
By David Montgomery. 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1987, 1989. 
494 p. Cloth, $32.50; paper, $13.95.) 

THIRTY YEARS AGO. a group of farm and labor activists 
compiled a "People's Centennial" collection of essays, mark­
ing the struggles and contributions of working people over 
Minnesota's first century. Among the authors were such well-
known names as Meridel LeSueur and Irene PauU. While 
many of the essays were reminiscences and first-hand ac­
counts, one of the more interesting historical studies was enti­
tled "How Gene Debs Stopped the Great Northern,' bv one 
Amos Flaherty, who is otherwise unidentified. 

"Flaherty" was a pseudonym for a 30-year-old machinist 
at the giant Honeywell plant, David Montgomery. A gradu­
ate of Swarthmore in the late 1940s and a veteran of the 
American military, Montgomery had learned the machinist's 
trade, joined the Communist party, entered a Brooklyn, New 
York, plant, and become a leader in the mditant United Elec­
trical, Radio, and Machine Workers Union. Ultimately fired 
and blacklisted on the East Coast, he moved to Minnesota 
and Honeywell, where "The sense that an injury to one 
[worker] was an injury to aU ran through the whole depart­
ment with such effectiveness that, in the end, the only way 
Minneapolis Honeywell could get rid of us was to close the 
entire division." 

When he lost his job at Honeywed and quit the Commu­
nist party, Montgomery decided to pursue the study of Amer­
ican history at the University of Minnesota. He took his e.xpe­

riences with Minnesota workers, labor activists, and radicals 
to graduate school with him. While the "power elite" model 
dominated intellectual thinking in the 1960s, Montgomery's 
experience refused to allow him to buy into this perspective. 
His sense of the active role of working people—in shaping 
their own lives and in shaping society—informed his histori­
cal research, research that began to reshape the entire field of 
American labor history. One theme has united the seemingly 
diverse topics in his published works to date; "My study of 
both shop-floor struggles and the Reconstruction period has 
underscored for me the fact that the working-class has always 
formulated alternatives to bourgeois society in this country, 
particularly on the job." 

The Fall oj the House oj Labor is the mature work of a 
prominent scholar, now the Farnam Professor of American 
History at Yale University, and the country's leading labor 
historian. It also bears the imprint of the author's Minnesota 
experience. While Montgomery has broadened his scope to 
explore the experiences of unskilled immigrants, African 
Americans, and women and to probe the role of the state and 
the local community as well as the shop floor, working-class 
agency remains the core of his study. The results are most 
impressive. 

This book is full of the rich detail that those familiar with 
Montgomery's work have come to expect. Workplace after 
workplace comes to life, peopled with flesh-and-blood men 
and women with their own thoughts about how work ought 
to be organized, their own scale of values about responsible 
behavior, and a variety of organizations through which they 
attempted to impose their conceptions. Confronted by man­
agement bent on gaining the upper hand, these workers 
waged some of the most massive battles in the history of 
American labor. They also fought a less dramatic but none­
theless telling day-to-day struggle over the "frontier of con­
trol"—the space that they would control at work vis-a-vis the 
space that management could control. 

The Fall oj the House oj Labor also offers some fresh 
perspectives on an overall vision of the direction of social 
change in America during the first three decades of this cen­
tury. "Although my specialty is working-class history," Mont­
gomery once explained, "the subject I am trying to get at is 
the history of capitalism." This volume brings his work much 
closer to this goal and opens up for the reader a window into 
the working-class impact on the history of American capital­
ism. It is neither a bemoaning of workers' exploitation nor a 
celebration of labor's "'contribution' to American society. 
Rather, it offers a detailed and thorough look at the depths— 
and the limits—of workers' influence on the direction of 
American society, from the shop floor to the state. 

Last fall, many students and scholars of Minnesota his­
tory enjoyed a treat when they heard Professor Montgomery 
deliver the keynote address at the Northern Great Plains His­
tory Conference in Eveleth. It was his first visit to Minnesota 
in many years, and he was in rare form. His talk explored the 
impact of Iron Range workers on the course of the American 
labor movement. Those present will need no urging to read 
The Fall oj the House oj Labor. But if you weren't there, this 
volume offers a golden opportunity to partake of the richness 
of Montgomery's work and share in the harvest of the seeds 
planted three decades ago at Minneapolis Honeywed, in 
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Meridel LeSueur's study, in the precinct caucuses of the Dem­
ocratic-Farmer-Labor party, and at the University of Minne­
sota's history department. 

Revieived by PETER J. RACHLEFF, associate projessor oj history 
at Macalester College, who completed his di.sscrtation under 
David Montgomery at the University oj Pittsbtwgh. Rachlejj 
is the author oj "Turning Points in the Labor Movement: 
Three Key Conjlicts," an essay in the newly published MPIS 
Press book Minnesota In A Century Of Change; The State 
and Its People since 1900. 

Documenting America, 1935-1943. Edited by Carl 
Fleischhauer and Beverly W. Brannan. 
(Berkeley; University of California Press, 1988. 361 p. 
Illustrations. Cloth, $60.00; paper, $24.95.) 

FROM 1935 to 1943 a team of exceptionally talented photog­
raphers traveled across the United States documenting the 
experience of the Great Depression and World War II. The 
project was headed by Roy E. Stryker under the auspices of 
the Resettlement Administration, a New Deal agency con­
cerned with the plight of the rural poor. In 1937 the RA 
became the Farm Security Administration; in 1942 Stryker 
and his staff were assigned to the Office of War Information. 
Following the war, the photographs were deposited in the 
Library of Congress. Known as the FSA-OWI Collection, the 
88,000 captioned prints are housed in 235 file drawers and 
organized by region and topic. 

Documenting America is the definitive study of the FSA-
OWI Collection. Through the able guidance of the editors, 
the history and significance of "this most momentous photo­
graph project ever conceived" is presented in words and pic­
tures. Unlike earlier publications and exhibits that feature 
the best-known images of Dorothea Lange, Walker Evans, 
Arthur Rothstein, and other legendary FSA photographers, 
this volume is organized by photographic assignment. The 
result is a work that places them in historical time and pro­
vides a rich understanding of how the collection evolved. 

By way of illustration, two of the 15 essays feature the 
work of photographers with Minnesota connections. John Va­
chon, a native of St. Paul, joined the staff in 1936 as a file 
clerk and messenger boy. Encouraged by Stryker, he began 
experimenting with a 35-mm Leica in and around Washing­
ton, D.C. His first major assignment was in Omaha, Ne­
braska, in 1938; of his 208 photographs 29 are featured in this 
selection, depicting flophouses, an armored car, parade on­
lookers, and grain elevators (a favorite subject of Vachon). As 
the FSA project evolved, Stryker had told his staff "to photo­

graph anything, anywhere in the United States . . . that 
seemed interesting and vital." Vachon's pictures of Omaha 
reflect this artistic freedom so essential to the success of Stry-
ker's project while also revealing Vachon's emergence as one 
of America's finest photographers. Whenever he returned 
home to Minnesota to visit his parents, Vachon came armed 
v\'ith cameras and film. His photographs taken in the Twin 
Cities and around the state are among the best in the FSA-
OWI CoUection. 

Gordon Parks attended various high schools in the Twin 
Cities. The only black on the FSA staff, he joined the project 
in 1942. Featured in Documenting America is his series, "Ella 
Watson, U.S. Government Charwoman." In Grant Wood 
style. Parks photographed her in front of an American flag 
with a broom in one hand and a mop in the other. This 
famous image is enhanced by his pictures of Mrs. Watson at 
home, at church, and at work. Vachon and Parks became 
close friends, and each went on to distinguished careers: Va­
chon as a senior staff photographer at Look and Parks as Lije 
photographer, filmmaker, television producer, and writer. 

Others represented in this collection include Russell Lee, 
Ben Shahn, Marion Post Wolcott, Jack Delano, Esther Bub-
ley, Marjorie Collins, John Collier, Jr., Lange, Rothstein, and 
Evans. Unfortunately, the editors were unable to include two 
others who are recognized as major American photogra­
phers: Carl Mydans and Arthur Siegel. Introductory essays 
provide brief biographical descriptions as well as details 
about the assignment featured. Six of the 15 series are of the 
home front taken during World War II. 

This is a handsome book with excellent reproductions pre­
pared from the original negatives. An essay by Lawrence W. 
Levine on photography and the 1930s and 1940s and one by 
Alan Trachtenberg on "reading the file" offer important in­
terpretive understandings. Especially useful is an appendix, 
which describes the size, scope, and organization of the FSA-
OWI Collection. An index, bibliography, and list of the Li­
brary of Congress order numbers complete the volume. 
Looking back on the project, Stryker wrote that "We intro­
duced America to Americans." From todav's perspecti\e. the 
FSA-OWI photographs are cultural icons that present an 
America that used to be. In helping our generation appreci­
ate the collection, Brannan and Fleischhauer have selected 
themes and images that display both the difficult times and 
the determined response of the American people. This book 
will be valued by scholars as a significant contribution to the 
history of photograph\' and of 20th-centur\' America: it will 
be enjoyed by anyone who loves a good photograph. 

Reviewed by ROBERT L . REID, projes.sor oj hi.story and vice-
president jor academic ajjairs at the University oj Southern 
Indiana, who is completing a book jor the MHS Press on 
Minnesota as seen by the FSA photographers. 
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NEWS & NOTES 

THE SOLON J. BUCK Award for the 
best article to appear in Minnesota 
History during 1988 has been given to 
Linda Mack Schloff for her study 
entitled "Overcoming Geography: 
Jewish Religious Life in Four Market 
Towns," which was published in the 
Spring issue. The prize of $600 will be 
presented at the society's annual 
meeting in November. 

This year's judges were Carl H. 
Chrislock, professor emeritus of 
history at Augsburg College and a 
two-time winner of the Buck Award; 
Kathy O'Brien. Minneapolis city 
councilwoman and a former MHS 
staff member; and Mary D. Cannon, 
editor of this journal. 

MINNESOTANS of Swedish descent 
and perhaps scholars of Swedish-
American material culture will be 
particularly interested in author-
photographer Anja Notini's Made in 
Sweden: Art Handicrajts Design, a 
colorful, large-format hardcover 
volume available for $45.00 from 
Meckler Press, 11 Ferry Lane West, 
Westport, Conn. 06880. Issued in 
1989, the book includes pictures and 
interviews of artists and craftspeople 
who make puppets, glassware, straw 
and wood handicrafts, ceramics, 
paintings and drawings, saddlery, 
sculpture, textiles, gold, silverware, 
and other metalwork. Also represented 
are some industrial designers. 

VOLUME 32 of Norwegian-American 
Studies (Northfield, Norwegian-
American Historical Assn., 1989, 297 
p. , $15.00 plus $1.00 postage and 
handling), dedicated to the late 
Carlton C Qualey, provides a 
particularly interesting assortment of 
articles. It includes pieces on Norwe­
gian-American tobacco farming in 
Wisconsin, the role ethnicity played in 
Scandinavian immigrant women's 
choices of husbands, and two fascinat­
ing analyses of immigrant life based 
on extant rural Norwegian-American 
buildings and their supporting 
documentation. Another essay calls for 
American archives to collect and 
preserve the letters sent from Norway 

to America as the vital other half of 
the "America letters" that iinmigrants 
sent home from the United States. 
Author Oyvind GuUiksen looks briefly 
at several sets of letters from those 
who stayed behind in Telemark to 
their relatives in Minnesota and 
elsewhere. Gracia Grindal analyzes a 
drawing by the well-born wife of an 
immigrant Lutheran pastor to show 
how she adapted to pioneer life. 
Other articles look at music, litera­
ture. Civil War letters, and reasons for 
emigration, particularly from the 
Sogn district. The volume concludes 
with two helpful compilations, one an 
annotated bibliography of recent 
publications in Scandinavian-Ameri­
can history and the other a description 
of recent additions to the Norwegian-
American Historical Association's 
archives at St. Olaf College. 

THE FOURTH VOLUME in the 
Norwegian-American Historical 
Association's Topical Studies series is 
Nina Draxten's monograph. The 
Testing oj M. Folk Gjert.sen 
(Northfield: NAHA, 1988, 134 p., 
$12.00). The biographical work 
focuses on a scandalous incident, 
"mild by present-day standards." in 
the career of a prestigious and 
respected middle-aged Lutheran 
minister near the turn of the century. 
Falk's ultimate triumph over adversity 
is a good read. And the volume also 
offers insights into the interaction 
between the immigrant social world 
and the larger community in the 
emerging metropolis of Minneapolis. 

READERS interested in women's 
history will be pleased to note the 
publication of The Anterican Woinan 
1987-88, A Report in Depth, edited 
by Sara E. Rix for the Women's 
Research & Education Institute of the 
Congressional Caucus for Women's 
Issues (New York, VV. W Norton, 
1987, 3,50 p. $18.95). Four .substantive 
essays, including "Women in Twenti­
eth Centurv' America; An Overview' 
by Sara M. Evans, comprise half of 
the book. The remainder is made up 
of a section entitled Women in Brief 

that contains short sketches on such 
topics as women in business, in the 
military, science, intercollegiate 
sports, and unions—among others; 
women and reproduction; images of 
black women; Latinas in the United 
States; and women among immi­
grants. Tables and a statistical 
appendix on '"American Women 
Today" complete the volume. 

DANIEL J. BOORSTIN brings 
together forty years of his reflections 
on Hidden History: Exploring Our 
Secret Past in a newly issued paper­
back edition of the 1987 book (New 
York; Random House, 1989, 332 p., 
$9.95). This wide-ranging look at 
American history, culled from 
Boorstin's earlier books, articles, and 
speeches, examines such diverse topics 
as Paul Revere, the Adamses, and a 
Jeffersonian circle of "natural philoso­
phers" to advertising, a "characteristic 
folk culture of our society," and a 
section entitled "Unsung E.xperiments" 
that looks at politics, philanthropy, 
and the arts. In a pithy epilogue, the 
author peers into the future of the 
"Republic of Technology" and what it 
holds for the nation's third century. 

RICHLY illustrated with color and 
black-and-white photographs. The 
American Swedish Institute, A Living 
Heritage (Minneapolis, the Institute, 
1989, 87 p. , $14.95, avadable at the 
museum bookstore, 2600 Park Avenue) 
is both the history of a building and 
the man who built it. The rags-to-
riches story of Swedish immigrant 
Swan Johan Turnblad is somewhat 
sketchy; author Sherry Butcher-
Younghans, curator of collections at 
ASI, notes "The Turnblads were a 
reserved family. . Little is known 
about the family's personal life and 
few records were kept." 

More than three-quarters of the 
book is devoted to this Minneapolis 
building, its contents, and its transfor­
mation from a residence into a 
cultural center and museum. Chapters 
detail its architectural and artistic 
elements—such as woodwork, stone 
carvings, and decorative plaster—and 
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then take the reader on a tour of the 
historic mansion, room by room. A 
chapter on the museum's collections 
presents objects as examples of the 
institution's mLssion as an ethnic 
organization to collect objects that 
explain the Swedish presence in the 
Midwest during the period of that 
group's immigration. 

READERS who enjov' gentle alterca­
tion will be interested to note Richard 
N. Current's Argidng with Historians: 
Essays on the Historical and the 
Unhistorical (Middletown, Conn., 
Wesleyan University Press, 1987, 208 
p., cloth, $25.95, paper, $14.95). In 
this collection of essays, many of them 
previously published in journals and 
other volumes. Current takes on 
various Civil War topics such as "Who 
Started the War, Abraham Lincoln or 
Jefferson Davis?" and "Carpetbaggers 
Reconsidered." Final chapters address 
"Fiction as History; Vidal, Haley, 
Styron" and "The 'New Ethnicity' and 
American History." 

AUTHORS LiUian Schlissel, Byrd 
Gibbens, and Elizabeth Hampsten 
take the study of women's diaries and 
letters one step further in Far From 
Home: Famdies oj the Westward 
Journey (New York, Schocken Books, 
1989, 264 p., cloth, $19.95). Each 
author has contributed a chapter that 
follows the fortunes of a family as it 
made its way west, either in parts or 
united. In the case of the Browns of 
Virginia, for example, Charles went 
west to establish himself before his 
wife, Maggie, and child joined him in 
Colorado. George and Abigail Malick 
and their four children left Pennsylva­
nia for Illinois where they farmed for 
more than a decade before the couple 
set off for Oregon, not yet declared a 
territory, hoping that their children 
would join them the following year. 
The Neher and Martin families, on 
the other hand, were Germans from 
Russia who set off with the ultimate 
destination of South Dakota, only to 
find themselves, after much traveling 
and many stops, in North Dakota 
instead. 

Letters between the western 
travelers and their loved ones at home 
are the primary focus of the book. 
Summaries at the beginning of each 
chapter give the broad outline of each 
family's fate; in addition, the authors 
have each done a skiUful job of 
weaving together the letters with both 
factual matter and commentary that 
place the correspondents and their 

.situations in social and historical 
context. A final chapter, "Families and 
Frontiers: A Reading for Our Time" 
presents the authors' interpretation of 
the impact of the frontier on later 
generations of Americans. 

MARK F DIEDRICH's new book is 
The Odyssey oj Chicj Standing 
Bujjalo and the Northern Sisseton 
Sioux (Minneapolis; Coyote Books, 
1988, 118 p., $16.95). It recounts the 
life of the "last great Sisseton" leader 
from his birth about 1833 near the 
headwaters of the Minnesota River to 
his death in 1871 near Bear Paw 
Mountain in present-day Montana. 
The author describes Standing 
Buffalo's role in the 1862 Dakota war 
and his later efforts to negotiate a 
peaceful settlement of differences 
between his people and the United 
States. Diedrich examines in some 
detail the Indian leader's effort to get 
help from the British and his years of 
wandering "like a phantom on the 
prairie." His death in a foray against 
the Gros Ventres "was a virtual 
suicide." It was also "his masochistic 
escape from the adverse controversies 
and hardships which had plagued his 
entire adult life." A number of 
photographs and maps enhance the 
text, and the annotated book includes 
a bibliography and an index. 

THE THREE DECADES between the 
turn of the century and the advent of 
the New Deal are the focus of Thomas 
J. Morain's book, Prairie Grass Roots: 
An Iowa Small Town in the Early 
Twentieth Century (Ames: Iowa State 
University Press, 1988, 287 p., 
$24.95). The study of the Greene 
County town of Jefferson is the 
seventh volume in the Henry A. 
Wallace series on agricultural history 
and rural studies. While the work 
emphasizes a particular locality, 
Morain makes it clear that "what was 
occurring in Jefferson was also 
happening in . . . similar towns in 
Illinois, Minnesota, and Nebraska." 
Utilizing the new social history 
techniques, he interviewed nearly 50 
residents of the community; the data 
he gathered on social identity, gender, 
technology, morality, World War I, 
and the boom and bust of the 1920s 
illustrates vividly the changes in rural 
life. By the end of the 1920s, the 
author finds that "it was obvious that 
the urban centers, not the farm and 
small town, were coming to dominate 
American life." 

A FASCINATING contribution to the 
literaure on homesteading the Upper 
Midwest is Sophie Trupin's Dakota 
Diaspora, Memoirs oj a Jewish 
Homesteader (Lincoln, University of 
Nebraska Press, 1988, 164 p., $6.95). 
In 1904, Harry Turnoy, a cheese 
merchant, fled the anti-Semitic 
persecutions of Czarist Russia to 
establish a place for his wife and four 
children in America. He stopped 
briefly with a younger brother in 
Chicago before taking a quarter 
section of land in North Dakota. Four 
years later the family followed. (The 
author was about six years old at the 
time.) 

In brief vignettes that typify this 
genre of memoir, Trupin details the 
travails and triumphs of her family's 
pioneer life. All settlers experienced 
the hardships of the homestead life to 
some degree—the loneliness, uncer­
tainty, and poverty. For Jews, totally 
unaccustomed to rural life, dependent 
on a community for worship, religious 
functionaries, and the rudiments of 
maintaining ritual requirements such 
as keeping kosher, the challenge of 
survival was magnified. The family 
lost the homestead and moved to the 
town of Wing, where Mr. Turnoy 
opened a butcher shop. 

The bulk of this book takes readers 
through the period between the 
author's emigration and her grammar 
.school graduation, during World War 
I. In a brief opening section Trupin 
reconstructs her family's life in Russia 
and precise reasons for leaving. A 
final section wraps up the story, 
following her parents' emigration to 
Israel in 1953. 

Dakota Diaspora is a Bison Book 
reprint of the edition Sophie Trupin 
published in 1984. It is a welcome 
addition to the literature on Jewish 
settlement outside of major urban 
centers. 

POSTERS oj the WPA by Christopher 
DeNoon (Los Angeles, Wheatley Press, 
1987, 175 p., $39.95) uses 320 
illustrations, 280 of them in color, to 
correlate the posters with the artistic, 
social, and political movements in 
America between 1935 and 1943. A 
brief history of the New Deal and its 
use of the visual arts chronicles the 
beginning of the poster division, its 
productivity, the decline of the 
Federal Art Project, and the fate of 
the WPA posters. Most of the book, 
however, is devoted to reproductions of 
the art in all of its topical variety: 
posters for the United States Travel 
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Bureau, for education and ci\ic 
activity, health and safety, the federal 
writers, dance, and music projects, 
and World War II issues. The volume 
includes brief portfolios of a few 
artists (it is difficult to compile such 
portfolios because not all artists signed 
their work and many posters remain 
unattributed); it concludes \vith a 
selected bibliography. 

A WELCOME addition to the 
excellent work. Crossroads in Time: A 
History of Carlton County. Minne­
sota, reviewed in the Winter, 1987, 
i.ssue of this journal, is author Francis 
M. Carroll's Reading and Research 
supplement. The information in this 
20-page booklet is "designed to help 
people to do further reading and 
research about Carlton County and 
also to suggest some topics that merit 
further im'estigation and study," 
Topics and bibliograpy are keyed to 
the chapters in the original book. 
Published in 1989, the supplement is 
available from the Carlton County 
Historical Society Museum, 406 
Cloquet Ave., Cloquet .55720 for $2.95 
plus 6% sales tax. Postage will be 
added for those ordering a copy 
through the mail. 

A CENTURY oj Good Living: North 
St. Paul, 1887-1987 [1988] provides an 
excellent example of the possibilities of 
local history. Working with her 
collaborators to collect, select, and 
organize the documents of the town's 
past, Rosemary Palmer presents both a 
story of suburban development and 
the biography of a unique place, with 
plenty of names, dates, places, 
anecdotes, reminiscences, photos, and 
newspaper ads. Carolyn Griffith's 
administrative histories of the town's 
municipal departments add to the 
book's usefulness as a reference tool, 
as does the detailed index, which 
includes topics such as day care, hot-
air balloons, and movies (but not 
booya, which is mentioned several 
times), as well as names of people and 
organizations. 

Palmer organizes her narrative 
chronologically, using periods that 
have meaning for the nation as well as 
North St. Paul. After launching the 
city in 1887, she moves to Suburban 
Wonder: From Boom to Bust 

(1888-1894), then to the Progressive 
Era with Recovery and Growth 
(1894-1917), followed by Thresholds: 
North St. Paul at War and Peace 
(191S-1945), and The Newcomers: 
Challenges for the Future 
(1946-1980s). By using eras common 
to national histories, rather than a 
decade-by-decade approach. Palmer is 
able to set a history of one small place 
into its larger geographic contexts. 
The epilogue pictures the centennial 
celebration itself. 

The writing is lively and readable. 
Palmer makes good use of the telling 
anecdotes that abound in local history, 
.some right in the text and others in 
sidebars that illuminate or add to the 
main narrative. Readers might wish 
that dates had been included with the 
newspaper excerpts and ads that form 
a large percentage of the sidebars. 

Palmer spent part of her childhood 
in North St. Paul, which may have 
contributed to her success in creating 
an evolving sense of place for this 
suburban St. Paul town. The 296-page 
volume is available at the MHS and at 
Ramsey County libraries. 

THE LIFE and career of C. A. 
George Newmann (1880-1952), a 
hypnotist and mind reader born as 
Christian Andrew George Naeseth at 
Kenyon, Minnesota, are sketched in 
James B. Alfredson's monograph, 
Newmann: The Pioneer Mentalist 
(Glenwood, IU., David Meyer Magic 
Books, 1989, 49 p., $25.00)'. For some 
50 years the "Master of Mental 
Marvels" performed mainly in Upper 
Midwest small towns, while compiling 
scrapbooks of magic memorabilia 
(now in the Library of Congress) and 
gathering a collection of magic 
literature whose mysterious hi.storv 
Alfredson also traces. This limited 
edition book is available from the 
publisher; Meyerbooks, P.O. Box 427, 
Glenwood, Illinois 60425. 

THE QUESTION MARK in the tide 
of "We. The People"? Satiric Prints oj 
the 1930s is the key to the incjuisitive 
viewpoint of a recent publication on 
New Deal art. Richard N. Masteller of 
Whitman College uses American 
prints to explore the commonly heard 
rhetoric of "the people" in images of 
social, political, and cultural satire. 

Three Minnesotans feature promi­
nently in the category of .social satire: 
Adolf Dehn, Wanda Gag, and 
Elizabeth Olds, all of whom were 
widely known and respected as 
printmakers with a message about 
Americans and their values. This 75-
page catalog of an exhibition at 
whitman College's Sheehan Gallery 
reproduces 66 prints to illustrate Dr. 
Masteller's cogent thesis that Ameri­
can artists were "familiar with—and 
when they desired could deploy— 
satiric strategies that subverted the 
optimistic assumptions inherent in the 
myth of 'we, the people.' " The catalog 
is available for $5.00 from the 
Sheehan Gallery, Whitman College, 
Walla Walla, VVash. 99362. 

Thomas O'Sidlivan 

THE Nation Builders: A Sesquicenten­
nial Hi.story oj the Corps oj Topo­
graphical Engineers, 1838-1863 (Fort 
Belvoir, Va.; U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, 1988, 81 p.,' $2.75) 
recounts the brief official life of this 
"small dedicated group of 
officers. .[who] played a major 
part in a period of dramatic develop­
ment aptly characterized . . . as a 
"transportation revolution." " Edited by 
Frank N. Schubert, the small book 
pulls together both the military and 
civil accomplishments of the corps. 
Minnesotans will be especially 
interested in the chapter on naviga­
tion, which covers work on the Great 
Lakes survey and the Mississippi River 
system, and the section on expanding 
frontiers, which includes some history 
of the military roads and looks briefly 
at the contributions of Joseph N. 
Nicollet. Readers will regret the lack 
of an index. The book is available 
from the Government Printing Office. 

A CALL for papers has been issued by 
the Missouri Valley History Confer­
ence, scheduled for March 8-10, 1990 
at Omaha, Nebraska. Proposals for 
sessions or papers in any field of 
history should be submitted by 
November 1, 1989, to Jerold Simmons, 
Program Co-ordinator, MVHC, 
Department of History, University of 
Nebraska, Omaha, Neb. 68182. 
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