










NEWS & NOTES 
EDITED by Frederick E. Hoxie, 
Indians in American History: An 
Introduction represents an effort "to 
bridge the distance between special
ized scholarship and the world of 
teachers and students." It consists of 
13 essays, ten of which were originally 
presented at a series of conferences at 
the D'Arcy McNickle Center for the 
History of the American Indian 
organized around the theme of "The 
Impact of Indian History on the 
Teaching of U.S. History." Written in 
response to the need for better 
materials expressed by college teachers 
at the gatherings, the chronologically 
arranged essays can be read together 
or in conjunction with a survey text. 
Richly illustrated with photographs, 
maps, and other documents drawn 
from the Newberry Library collection, 
topics range from "America before 
Columbus" to "Modern America and 
the Indian." Contributors include 
James Axtell, R. David Edmunds, 
William T. Hagan, Alvin M. Josephy, 
Jr., Alfonso Ortiz, Theda Purdue, 
Charles F. Wilkinson, and other 
leading scholars. Each essay is 
followed by a short section on recom
mended further reading. Major dates 
in U.S. and American Indian history 
from 1400 to 1980 appear in a 
chronology. 

On the strength of excellent 
individual essays, this book is highly 
recommended. Used as a unit, the 
work has a number of flaws. Although 
intended "to provide an introduction 
to the Indian side of the usual 
narrative," some of the selections fall 
short of the stated goal. Chapter one, 
for instance, begins with the most 
usual of narratives, "the earliest 
immigrants" making their way to the 
New World across the Bering Strait. 
In contrast, Alfonso Ortiz makes the 

point that there is a need for more 
respect by historians for oral traditions 
because "there is much to be gained 
from tribes' own accounts of their 
origins." Introducing "the Indian side" 
also presents problems in some essays, 
which, instead of focusing on particu
lar bands, tribes, or confederacies 
with diverse native perspectives, deal 
with the "abstract Indians or Indian-
ness' warned about in another point 
made by Ortiz. Other flaws, such as a 
few errors in numbers and dates, are 
more minor. My preference would be 
to make selections from the essays and 
use them in conjunction with other 
materials. 

Since the volume is an introduc
tion, it is hoped that future publica
tions will include print and nonprint 
materials developed in reservation and 
urban communities through American 
studies programs, curriculum develop
ment projects, and tribal councils. 

Paulette Fairbanks Molin 

WHITE EARTH: A HISTORY, 
compiled by the reservation's curricu
lum committee (Marshall Brown, 
Jerry Rawley, Georgia Wiemer, and 
Everett and Kathy Roy Goodwin), 
offers an overview of the north-central 
Minnesota reservation that was 
created by treaty in 1867. Basing their 
work on written history, oral tradi
tions, and archaeology, the authors 
begin their account with the creation 
of the world by Kitchi Manido; 
describe the clan system of the 
Anishinabe (the "original people"); 
trace the long conflict between the 
Chippewa and Dakota tribes; and 
depict life through the four seasons. 
One chapter deals with the "great 
land grab" that ensued with the 
coming of Europeans. Two other 
sections tell of the reservation's 

establishment and of how by 1910 the 
White Earth Indians would lose 
"more than 80 percent" of that land. 
The final chapters of the 52-page 
publication examine "Rebuilding the 
Reservation" and "White Earth 
Today." In addition to historical 
photographs and a map, the text is 
enhanced with drawings by Steve 
Premo, Carl Gawboy, and Duane 
Goodwin. The book is available for 
$7.50 from The Minnesota Chippewa 
Tribe, RO. Box 217, Cass Lake, Minn. 
56633. 

MINNESOTA PEOPLE and programs 
figure prominently in a new book by 
David H. DeVorkin, curator of the 
National Air and Space Museum. 
Race to the Stratosphere: Manned 
Scientijic Ballooning in America (New 
York: Springer-Verlag, 1989, 406 p . , 
$39.50) begins with the 1931 flight of 
Auguste Piccard from Augsberg, 
Bavaria, which set the stage for a 
series of efforts through the decade to 
claim conquest of the stratosphere. 

Several themes weave through the 
author's story. One is the still continu
ing debate over sending humans into 
space as against simply flying scien
tific instruments. Another is the 
changing role of military sponsorship, 
as balloon flight moved from its 
traditional realm of personal adven
ture and public spectacle toward 
becoming a serious scientific prologue 
to space travel. A third theme is the 
part played for 20 years by members 
of the Piccard family—not only 
Auguste, but his twin, Jean, who 
followed in his brother's footsteps, and 
Jean's wife, Jeannette, who overrode 
the skepticism of male scientists and 
military officers to pilot her husband's 
balloon and become the first woman 
in the stratosphere. 
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Like other historians, DeVorkin 
credits the Piccards with bringing 
ballooning to Minnesota and, in the 
1940s, launching the state as a center 
for research projects like Helios, 
Skyhook, Stratolab, and Manhigh. 
Other Minnesotans whose roles are 
discussed include Otto C. Winzen, T. 
R. James of General Mills, and 
Professors Charles L. Critchfield, 
Edward P. Ney, and John R. Winkler, 
associated with the University of 
Minnesota's High Altitude Balloon 
Project. There is, however, little 
specific information on the series of 
manned ascents over Minnesota in the 
1950s whose record-making altitudes 
were so soon surpassed by rockets and 
satellites. 

Rhoda R. Gdman 

THE FOREST HISTORY group of the 
International Union of Forestry 
Research Organizations has issued a 
call for papers to be presented at the 
1991 conference to be held in San 
Jose, Costa Rica, February 17-22. 
Sponsored by the Forest History 
Society and the Organization of 
Tropical Studies, the meeting is 
intended to address a broad range of 
topics to include environmental issues 
that are pertinent to the history of 
land uses and policies; it focuses on 
Latin American forest and conserva
tion history. Proposals should be sent 
by March 31, 1990, to Harold K. 
Steen, Forest History Society, 701 
Vickers Ave., Durham, N.C. 27701, or 
to Richard P. Tucker, School of 
Natural Resources, University of 
Michigan, Dana Building, 430 E. 
University, Ann Arbor, Mich. 48103. 

LEONARD G. WILSON, professor of 
the history of medicine at the Univer
sity of Minnesota, is the author of 
Medical Revolution in Minnesota: A 
History oj the University oj Minnesota 
Medical School (1989), an absorbing 
and well-written account based on 
archival records, medical literature, 
and early newspapers. Much more 
than a mere recounting of the school's 
100-year administrative history, the 
illustrated, 612-page book juxtaposes 
medical progress with the pioneering 
advances in such areas as cancer 
treatment, open-heart surgery, and 
organ transplantation, to name a few. 

that made the university world 
famous. Author Wilson makes no 
bones about the dtscord and dissension 
that inevitably arose during the 
century, and he notes that "even 
through its best periods, the school has 
been underfinanced." His book will be 
welcomed by lay people as well as 
members of the medical world. It is 
available from Midewiwin Press, 797 
Goodrich Ave., St. Paul, 55105 for 
$55.00 plus $2.50 shipping cost and 
6% sales tax for state residents. 

THE SPECIAL Spring, 1989, issue of 
the Journal oj American Ethnic 
History is devoted to exploring various 
facets of the lives of immigrant 
women. Midwestern readers may be 
particularly interested in Joy K. 
Lintelman's article, "America is the 
women's promised land: Swedish 
Immigrant Women and American 
Domestic Service," and Charlotte G. 
Borst's discussion, "Wisconsin's 
Midwives As Working Women: 
Immigrant Midwives and the Limits 
of a Traditional Occupation, 
1870-1920." The remaining three 
articles focus on immigrant women in 
New York: Italian shoeworkers in 
Endicott, the German working-class 
movement in late 19th-century New 
York City, and the education of Jewish 
women in that metropolis, 
1900-1934. Three review essays and a 
healthy number of the single-book 
reviews are also focused on the topic. 

ELEVEN PUBLIC universities and 
colleges and five private ones receive 
biographical attention in From Idea to 
Institution: Higher Education in 
South Dakota. Under the editorship of 
Herbert T. Hoover, Ruth Ann Alexan
der, Patricia M. Peterson, and Larry J. 
Zimmerman, the 228-page study 
offers essays by 15 authors who 
examine the past and present and 
assess the future of the state's monu
ments to advanced learning. There are 
chapters on the board of regents, the 
private colleges, and "collateral 
institutions' that have been "inter
twined with higher educational 
facilities." Particularly informative is 
the section on South Dakota's "hidden 
colleges," five tribally controlled 
institutions—Sinte Gleska, Oglala 
Lakota, Standing Rock, Sisseton-

Wahpeton, and Cheyenne River, the 
last three being community colleges. 
According to author Janette K. 
Murray, the development of these 
tribally controlled colleges "is not in 
any way separate from tribal values," 
a distinct and "rich culture based on 
the traditions of its ancestors and their 
beliefs." The success of the colleges is 
"a great source of pride for the Indian 
tribes." The annotated, indexed, and 
illustrated 1989 volume is available for 
$24.95 from the publisher, the 
University of South Dakota Press, 
Vermillion, So. Dak. 57069. 

MILITARY HISTORIANS in particu
lar will relish the wealth of data 
gathered in a recent book. Fort 
Seward, Territory oj Dakota, James
town, by Bill A. Brown (Jamestown, 
N.D., VFW Post 760, 1989, 84 p., 
$10.00). In addition to recounting the 
history of the fort, which existed from 
1871 to 1877 and was under the 
command of Alfred H. Terry, the book 
provides a day-by-day account of life 
at the military post and a complete 
listing of the men and officers who 
served there. The book may be 
ordered from the Fort Seward Inter
pretive Center, 605 10th Ave., 
Jamestown, N.D. 58401. 

TWO VOLUMES published in 1988 
by the Centre for Research and 
Teaching of Canadian Native Lan
guages at the University of Western 
Ontario, London, initiate a new 
series, entitled Text-I-, Studies in the 
Interpretation oj Canadian Native 
Languages and Cultures. The first 
book is "Statement Made by the 
Indians:" A Bilingual Petition oj the 
Chippewas oj Lake Superior, 1864, 
edited by John D. Nichols. This 
petition, which was presented to 
representatives of the federal govern
ment in Washington, D . C , on behalf 
of the Ojibway of Minnesota, Wiscon
sin, and Michigan, spells out the 
Indians' understanding of the treaties 
they signed with the United States, 
beginning in 1825. Nichols's edition 
presents the original bilingual docu
ment and adds an interlinear re-
transcription in the Ojibway lan
guage, an introduction, and an 
English-Ojibway glossary. The 

Fall 1989 287 



hardbound volume of 110 pages plus 
introduction is available from the 
Centre for $24 plus $3 for shipping. 

The second in the series, also 
edited by Nichols, is An Ojibwe Text 
Anthology (292 pages, cloth, $30 plus 
$3 for shipping), which includes 
traditional narratives, histories, myths, 
modern anecdotes, bilingual humor, 
and an Ojibway-language film 
script—these from native speakers 
living in Minnesota, Wisconsin, and 
Michigan. The material is presented 
as parallel Ojibway and English texts 
and as interlinear texts with grammat
ical coding. As in volume one, 
glossaries are provided for each 
section; in addition, each selection has 
a brief scholarly introduction. 
Although reading material in such a 
format may seem difficult to the 
novice, it is well worth the effort. 
Aside from linguists, historians and 
folklorists will find much of interest in 
these volumes, published with the goal 
of demonstrating the literary value, 
cultural significance, and theoretical 
interest of text-based analyses. 

CHANGING VISIONS oj the Past, a 
28-minute videotape produced by the 
Institute for Minnesota Archaeology in 
conjunction with the Goodhue County 
Historical Society, teaches the viewer 
two different lessons. The information 
about the Upper Mississippian 
Culture—the people who lived in the 
Lake Pepin-Red Wing area about 
1,000 years ago—is clearly presented 
and intriguing, for the narrator takes 
pains to present what we don't know 
along with what archaeologists have 
learned from their excavations over the 
last century. 

The focus of the video, however, 
is on the questions archaeologists ask 
of their data and how these questions 
have changed over time. Early 
explorers and scientists were capti
vated by the burial mounds that the 
civilization left behind and advanced 
numerous theories to account for 

them. Later archaeologists shifted 
their inquiries from the mounds and 
death/burial practices to questions 
about everyday life in ancient soci
eties. The video emphasizes that the 
early archaeologists, having little to go 
on, could only ask "What was here?" 
By so doing, they amassed a data base 
that has allowed later generations to 
frame more specific, problem-oriented 
questions. 

Changing Visions oj the Past is a 
good introduction for newcomers to 
archaeology. It combines on-site 
interviews and contemporary footage 
of archaeologists at work with 
historical photos and paintings and 
readings from the works of 19th-
century explorers and missionaries, 
and the original music adds a pleasant 
touch. It may be ordered from the 
Institute for Minnesota Archaeology, 
3300 University Avenue S.E., Suite 
202, Minneapolis 55414; the cost for 
individuals is $29.95, institutions, 
$45.00. 

THE LAST Contrary: The Story oj 
Wesley Whiteman (Black Bear) by 
Warren E. Schwartz (Sioux Falls, 
Center for Western Studies, 1988, 146 
p.) is a valuable addition to the small 
but growing collection of Indian 
narratives best exemplified by Black 
Elk Speaks. Whiteman was a North
ern Cheyenne from Lame Deer, 
Montana, and, as the title indicates, a 
member of the Clown Society, who 
had powers as a healer and religious 
leader. He also had a large fund of 
traditional stories, personal narratives, 
and songs, which he imparted to 
Schwartz in the course of their five-
year friendship. These Schwartz has 
faithfully transcribed, annotating 
them at times to provide readers with 
scholarly documentation or opportuni
ties for further reading. Although 
most of the words are Whiteman's, 
Schwartz's voice is also present, giving 
the circumstances under which he 
collected some of the material and 

reflecting on the life and times of his 
friend. Musical transcriptions for the 
songs and illustrations round out this 
volume, which is not only a contribu
tion to knowledge, but a good read as 
well. It may be ordered from the 
Center, Augustana College, Box 727, 
Sioux Falls, So. Dak. 57197 for $12.95 
plus $1.50 postage and handling. 

MAVIS A. VOIGT is the author of 
Courage: The Story oj Courage 
Center, which traces the history of 
one of the nation's leading rehabilita
tion organizations. Established more 
than 60 years ago as the Minnesota 
Association for Crippled Children, the 
center has been in the vanguard of 
improving every aspect of life for 
persons with physical disabilities. The 
author takes care to describe changes 
in the rehabilitation field (both locally 
and nationally) and their effect on 
Courage Center. This well-researched, 
112-page, hard-cover book is further 
illuminated by a number of oral 
interviews, by more than 100 photo
graphs, many in color, and, happily, 
by an index. The volume may be 
ordered from the center, 3915 Golden 
Valley Road, Golden Valley, Minn. 
55422 for $14.95, tax included. 

THE MID-CONTINENT Railway 
Historical Society, with a bow to the 
sesquicentennial of photography, has 
published a review of railroad 
photography since the 1890s. Focus on 
Rails by John Gruber, based on the 
author's five-part series in Railway 
Gazette, looks at the work of many, 
usually amateur, photographers and 
the growing technology that enabled 
Phil Hastings, for example, to break 
"fresh interpretive ground . . . the 
essence of a fleeting moment." The 50-
page booklet includes more than 30 
photographs and is available for $4.50 
plus $1.50 handling from Mid-
Continent, RO. Box 55, North 
Freedom, Wis. 53951. 
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