











action did temporarily end NBC financial support of
Carleton. But the affiliation with the Northern (later
American) Baptists continued until 1970, during which
time the school and church co-operated in several im-
portant ventures, including an exchange program with
two all-black colleges in the South during the early
1960s. Nor was Carleton’s general standing and reputa-
tion undermined by the case against it. On the con-
trary, one trustee crowed when the dust had settled that
“the action will stimulate the popular favor of the col-
lege,” and the board ultimately decided there was no
need even to issue a statement about the convention’s
action. Carleton struggled through the Great Depres-
sion and emerged to become one of the nation’s leading
liberal arts colleges. It also carried its nonsectarianism
and modernism to what the fundamentalists would
have called the ultimate conclusion of secularism.”

THE CASE against Carleton was not an example of
critics outside the academy trving to conquer or alter
the school’s curriculum or philosophy. The episode was
rooted as much in the Protestant phenomenon of plu-
ralistic doctrine as in the secular principal of academie
freedom; the college became a proxy in the battle be-
tween liberals and fundamentalists within the Minne-
sota Baptist Convention. Riley and his supporters
wanted to purge Carleton from the Baptist fold in an
effort to return to what they defined as the fundamen-
tals of their faith. For Carleton, defending its goals of
theological liberalism and academic freedom went
hand in hand; this was considered far more important
than maintaining an affiliation with the Baptists.

It was a battle that everyone could be said to have
won. Riley used the issue to turn the MBC firmly
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toward fundamentalism. In this respect, the case
against Carleton was a significant episode in the yet-
untold story of the role that state organizations played
in the fundamentalist-modernist controversy within
the NBC. For his part, Cowling seized the opportunity
to place Carleton within the emerging mainstream of
an increasingly modernist American Christianity,
which saw no conflict between religious ethics and ra-
tional inquiry. Both the fundamentalists and the col-
lege community felt purified by the ordeal. Each could
say, with equal fervor, “it is better that we have no
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness.”®

# Padelford to Cowling, May 20, 1931, American Baptist
Board of Education. Central Records, Dewey to [Cowling],
Oct. 12, 1928, Trustees’ Records, and Minutes of the Board of
Trustees, Oct. 27, 1928 —all CCA. The trustees at this meet-
ing appointed a committee to frame a reply which would
need approval of two-thirds of the board before being re-
leased. This is the last mention of a response; apparently, the
reply was never written.

Requirements for religious worship were abandoned in
1964, the term “Christian liberalism™ was stricken from the
mission statement in the catalog in 1970, the year that the
school disaffiliated from the American Baptists and Episco-
palians. Carleton dropped all but associate status in the
United Churches of Christ’s Council for Higher Education in
1982 rather than adopt the UCC’s proposed creedal state-
ment.

* Dewey to [Cowling], Oct. 12, 1928, Trustees’ Records,
CCA.

The photographs on p. 17, 18, 21 are in the MHS collections;
that on p. 16 is from Northwestern College Library; those on
p. 20, 22, and 25 are from the Carleton College Archives; the
one on p. 24 (top) is courtesy of the American Baptist Histori-
cal Society, Rochester, N.Y.: p. 24 (bottom) is from the North-
east Minnesota Historical Center, Duluth,
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