






the outset, he specialized in Minneapolis, St. Paul, and 
Lake Minnetonka views and was known for very fine 
portraiture. One of his specialties was "imitation porce­
lain pictures" printed on paper to look as though they 
were printed on porcelain, a popular photographic 
base of the time. The desired result seems to have been 
a "softness" in appearance. Twice in 1873, in April and 
in November, portraits by Jacoby were published in the 
Philadelphia Photographer. This was quite an accom­
plishment because in each issue only one photograph 
was chosen to be tipped in as an illustration. Both of 
these were examples of the "Imitation Porcelain and 
Combination Printing Frame" invented by Jacoby.-' 

Jacoby's business instincts sent him to Northfield a 
day or two after the famous robbery there on Septem­
ber 7, 1876. Four days later he was advertising that the 
"most reliable description of the dead robbers can be 
obtained by getting their pictures at Jacoby's. . . . he is 
not able to print them fast enough to supply the de­
mand."^ Jacoby published most of the robbers' por­
traits as cartes de visite, ready to be placed in the parlor 
souvenir or family album. 

In 1887, two decades after the establishment of his 
photography business, William Jacoby turned the stu­
dio over to his son, Charles L., and moved on to other 
fields of invention and entrepreneurship. He joined 
Charles A. Fuller to form Jacoby and Fuller, manufac­
turers and sellers of "Fuller's Bosom Boards" and neck­
band shapers. These were probably devices designed as 
aids to laundry and ironing, despite their intriguing 
names. At the same time, Jacoby was a partner in the 
Minnesota Smokeless Hydro-Carbon Furnace Com­
pany. In the early 1890s, he established the Jacoby Nov­
elty Company and sold the photography business to F. 
E. Haynes of Minneapolis. 

STEREOGRAPHY experienced a flowering in the late 
1860s and early 1870s, and William Illingworth of 
St. Paul exemplifies the best in stereography at this 
time. His surviving work shows that he was more wide-
ranging than the photographers described above and 

" Minneapolis Daily Tribune, Jan. 20, 1868, clipping in 
WPA newspaper fdes, MHS; The Tribune's Annual Exhibit of 
the Manufacturing and Commercial Industry of the Cities oj 
Minneapolis and St. Anthony, Minnesota for 1871 (Minneap­
olis, 1872), 10; Frontispiece and "Our Picture," Philadelphia 
Photographer 10 (April, 1873): 125-126 and 10 (Nov., 1873): 
547-548. 

^ Minneapolis Tribune, Sept. 11, 1876, p. 4. 
^ William Gulp Darrah, Stereo Views: A History of Ste­

reographs in America and Their Collection (Gettysburg; 
Times and News Pub. Co., 1964), 91-97; Albums 52, 53, 54, 
in MHS photo collections. These albums contain the largest 
single collection of Illingworth's regional views. 

that he was interested in going on expeditions to further 
his scope.-" 

After the turmod of the Civd War, the United States 
government was concerned with exploring its frontiers 
and finding new ways to stimulate the economy and 
new places to settle its burgeoning population. The 
landscape and resources of the west were relatively un­
known, and so the government paid for expeditions to 
survey the land, make treaties with Indian tribes, and 
locate mineral resources. Most such ventures were car­
ried out between 1866 and 1877, and most hired a pho­
tographer to make a visual record of their discoveries. 
The most common form of dissemination of the discov­
eries made was the stereograph. A large printing and 
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PORCELAIN PORTRAIT BY JACOBY, PUBLISHED 
IN PHILADELPHIA PHOTOGRAPHER, 1873 

publishing industry was in place to take advantage of 
the enthralling views captured on these expeditions. 
The distribution system was also well established in 
book stores, photographers' galleries, and by mail or­
der; there was no competition from the newspaper and 
magazine industry, which did not then have the capa­
bility of printing photos.^ 

Thus, in the mid-1860s a young man like William 
Illingworth with photographic skills and a desire to 
travel had a natural outlet for his natural inclinations. 
He had arrived in Minnesota with his parents in 1850 
from Leeds, England, his birthplace. After studying 
clockmaking under his father, he turned to photogra­
phy, studying in Chicago and Philadelphia in 1862 and 
1863 and opening his first studio that year next to his 
father's clock shop in St. Paul. He moved his studio to 
Red Wing for one year, 1865, and then began his expe­
ditionary adventures.^' 

Unlike Zimmerman who had turned down an invi­
tation to join the Powell expedition, Illingworth joined 
over 300 people on the 1866 James Fisk expedition to 
establish an overland route from Minnesota to Mon­
tana, especially the gold fields there. He left St. Paul in 

June with an assistant, George Bill, and returned in 
August with about 30 collodion stereographic negatives 
of the wagon train, Indians, and military posts be­
tween St. Cloud, Minnesota, and Fort Union, Mon­
tana. Unfortunately, Illingworth did not have the funds 
and contacts to publish these views on his own, so he 
sold the negatives to the Chicago photographer, John 
Carbutt, who then sold stereographs with his own im­
print and no credit to Illingworth. 

An exciting year in Illingworth's life was 1874. In 
March he went to England, mainly to claim a legacy, 
but also to photograph the birthplaces and former 
homes of a number of St. Paul citizens and to sell Min­
nesota views. "Everywhere they were much admired, 
and he confidently believes that immigration to an ex­
tent will be the result of the exhibition" of Minnesota 
views. He was obviously interested in developing new 
markets, both among his fellow St. Paulites and in 
England. This was also the year he was invited to join 
the George Armstrong Custer expedition to the Black 
Hills, organized ostensibly to survey the latitude and 
longitude of Bear Butte, but reported vividly in the 
newspapers as a gold-seeking expedition. During July 
and August he accompanied General Custer and the 
others, creating between 60 and 70 stereograph nega­
tives of the dramatic terrain and the wagon train. Once 
again he chose not to print and publish the work him­
self, but contracted with Huntington and Winne of 
St. Paul to be his publishers and agents.^^ 

Although Illingworth was fortunate that the expe­
ditions enabled him to fulfill his desire to work in the 
field instead of the studio, he had little good fortune in 
other aspects of his life. Soon after he returned from the 
Custer expedition, he was charged with embezzling 
and misappropriating government funds because he 
had not supplied the expedition's chief engineer with 
six sets of stereographs as promised. It is possible that 
he was prevented from doing so by a fire that destroyed 
the photo gallery of business associates, Huntington 
and Winne, although the Black Hills negatives were 
not in their possession at the time. The government's 

" Darrah, World of Stereographs, 7, 45, 160-161. On the 
development of the halftone process for illustrating newspa­
pers and magazines, see Taft, Photography, 434—447. 

'̂ Here and below, see St. Paul Pioneer, July 1, 1863, p. 4; 
Jeffrey P. Grosscup, "Stereoscopic Eye on the Frontier West," 
Montana the Magazine of Western History 25 (Spring, 1975): 
36-50. 

=•- St. Paul Daily Press, Mar. 26, 1874, p. 2. The Press, 
Sept. 3, 1874, p. 4, reported 60 negatives while Grosscup, 
"Stereoscopic Eye," 46, credits him with 73. For newspaper 
accounts of the expedition, see Herbert Krause and Gary D. 
Olson, Prelude to Glory (Sioux Falls: Brevet Press, 1974). The 
original lUingworth-Guster expedition negatives are owned 
by the South Dakota Historical Society. 
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WILLIAM ILLINGWORTH (STANDING, CENTER) AND SOME FRIENDS 
ENJOYING THE SPORTING LIFE AFFORDED ALONG 

THE ST CROIX RIVER 
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