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PORCELAIN PORTRAIT BY JACOBY, PUBLISHED
IN PHILADELPHIA PHOTOGRAPHER. 1873

publishing industry was in place to take advantage of
the enthralling views captured on these expeditions.
The distribution system was also well established in
book stores, photographers’ galleries, and by mail or-
der; there was no competition from the newspaper and
magazine industry, which did not then have the capa-
bility of printing photos.™

Thus, in the mid-1860s a young man like William
Illingworth with photographie skills and a desire to
travel had a natural outlet for his natural inclinations.
He had arrived in Minnesota with his parents in 1850
from Leeds, England, his birthplace. After studying
clockmaking under his father, he turned to photogra-
phy, studying in Chicago and Philadelphia in 1862 and
1863 and opening his first studio that year next to his
father’s clock shop in St. Paul. He moved his studio to
Red Wing for one year, 1865, and then began his expe-
ditionary adventures.®

Unlike Zimmerman who had turned down an invi-
tation to join the Powell expedition, Illingworth joined
over 300 people on the 1866 James Fisk expedition to
establish an overland route from Minnesota to Mon-
tana, especially the gold fields there. He left St. Paul in
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June with an assistant, George Bill, and returned in
August with about 30 collodion stereographic negatives
of the wagon train, Indians, and military posts be-
tween St. Cloud, Minnesota, and Fort Union, Mon-
tana. Unfortunately, Illingworth did not have the funds
and contacts to publish these views on his own, so he
sold the negatives to the Chicago photographer, John
Carbutt, who then sold stereographs with his own im-
print and no credit to Illingworth.

An exciting year in Illingworth’s life was 1874. In
March he went to England, mainly to claim a legacy,
but also to photograph the birthplaces and former
homes of a number of St. Paul citizens and to sell Min-
nesota views. “Everywhere they were much admired,
and he confidently believes that immigration to an ex-
tent will be the result of the exhibition™ of Minnesota
views. He was obviously interested in developing new
markets, both among his fellow St. Paulites and in
England. This was also the year he was invited to join
the George Armstrong Custer expedition to the Black
Hills, organized ostensibly to survey the latitude and
longitude of Bear Butte, but reported vividly in the
newspapers as a gold-seeking expedition. During July
and August he accompanied General Custer and the
others, creating between 60 and 70 stereograph nega-
tives of the dramatic terrain and the wagon train. Once
again he chose not to print and publish the work him-
self, but contracted with Huntington and Winne of
St. Paul to be his publishers and agents.*

Although Illingworth was fortunate that the expe-
ditions enabled him to fulfill his desire to work in the
field instead of the studio, he had little good fortune in
other aspects of his life. Soon after he returned from the
Custer expedition, he was charged with embezzling
and misappropriating government funds because he
had not supplied the expedition’s chief engineer with
six sets of stereographs as promised. It is possible that
he was prevented from doing so by a fire that destroyed
the photo gallery of business associates, Huntington
and Winne, although the Black Hills negatives were
not in their possession at the time, The government’s

* Darrah, World of Stereographs, 7, 45, 160—161. On the
development of the halftone process for illustrating newspa-
pers and magazines, see Taft, Photagraphy, 434—447.

* Here and below, see St. Paul Pioneer, July 1, 1863, p. 4;
Jeffrey P. Grosscup, “Stereoscopic Eye on the Frontier West,”
Montana the Magazine of Western History 25 (Spring, 1975):
36-50.

* St. Paul Daily Press, Mar. 26, 1874, p. 2. The Press,
Sept. 3, 1874, p. 4, reported 60 negatives while Grosscup,
“Stereoscopic Eye,” 46, credits him with 73. For newspaper
accounts of the expedition, see Herbert Krause and Gary D.
Olson, Prelude to Glory (Sioux Falls: Brevet Press, 1974). The

original Illingworth-Custer expedition negatives are owned
by the South Dakota Historical Society.



WILLIAM ILLINGWORTH (STANDING, CENTER) AND S0ME FRIENDS
ENJOYTNG THE SPORTING LIFE AFFORDED ALONG
THE ST, CROLX RIVER
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