
Witnesses to the Holocaust: An Oral History. 
Edited by Rhoda G. Lewin. 
(Boston: Twayne Publishers, 1990. 241 p. Cloth, $19.95.) 

WHEN history is personalized, it moves readers in very spe­
cial ways. It causes us to take a closer look, to be more analyt­
ical, to search our souls asking how and why. Using oral 
history as a historical research tool interjects that personal 
touch, as the reader is more easily able to empathize with the 
narrator who lived the event. That person's detailed recollec­
tions of events, personal thoughts at the time they were living 
the experience, as well as reflections from years later allow 
readers the opportunity to imagine themselves in that indi­
vidual's place. 

Witnesses to the Holocaust is a powerful collection of 
edited oral histories documenting the thoughts, words, and 
actions of individuals who survived the most comprehensive 
annihdation of a segment of the human population in mod­
ern history. Unlike traditional textbooks which report facts 
and figures (between 1939 and 1945 over 6 million Jews and 5 
million non-Jews were systematically put to death), this pub­
lication concentrates on the individual human perspective. 
The edited accounts are first-person recollections and reflec­
tions. They are personal, powerful, and very graphic. One 
cannot help be moved deeply by reading these stories. 

Lewin's research draws from over 60 interviews con­
ducted with Minnesotans since 1982. Obviously she had to 
read over thousands of pages of transcripts and listen to hun­
dreds of hours of interviews in preparing to edit this book. 
The result is a well-organized and readable work, intended as 
a supplemental textbook. The individual accounts are orga­
nized into general subject categories such as occupation, de­
portation, the camp, liberation, and "looking back." This 
format allows students to compare and contrast the experi­
ences of different survivors and camp liberators. The appen­
dix, a guide for teachers and discussion leaders, makes this a 
very usable book in the classroom. 

Finally, this collection is a tribute to the strength of hu­
man endurance and will to live. Reduced to second-class citi­
zens, stripped of human dignity, these survivors clung to life 
against unbelievable odds. Their stories remind us of man's 
capability to use technology for evd as well as good. Amid 
floods of emotion and tears, the memories are reviewed and 
put forth for the historical record. Witnesses to the Holocaust 
serves both readers and narrators . . lest we forget. 

Reviewed by EDWARD P. NELSON, archivist and assistant di­
rector of the Iron Range Research Center in Chisholm, cur­
rent president of the Oral History Association of Minnesota. 

News& 
THE SOLON J. BUCK Award for the 
best article to appear in Minnesota 
History during 1989 has been given to 
William Millikan for his study entitled 
"'Maintaining Law and Order': The 
Minneapolis Citizen's Alliance in the 
1920s," which was published in the 
Summer issue. The prize of $600 wid 
be presented at the society's annual 
meeting in November. 

The Theodore C. Blegen Award 
for the best article by an MHS staff 
member was split this year. Sharing 
the $600 prize are Jeffrey P Tordoff 
for "Conundrum in Catlinite: Explor­
ing the History of a Masterpiece," 
which appeared in the Winter issue, 
and Thomas A. Woods, "Varying 
Versions of the Real: Toward a 
Socially Responsible Public History,' 
from the Spring issue. The Blegen 
award will also be presented at the 
annual meeting. 

This year's judges were John 
Baule, director of the Hennepin 
County Historical Society; Anne 

Klejment, associate professor of 
history at the College of St. Thomas; 
and Mary D. Cannon, editor of this 
journal. 

FORT UNION Trading Post at 
Williston, North Dakota, will be the 
host of the National Park Service's 
annual fur trade conference from 
September 13 to 15, 1990. This year's 
gathering will explore the business and 
biography of the Upper Missouri fur 
trade and the role played by Fort 
Union. The academic sessions will be 
led by renowned scholars such as John 
C. Ewers, Robert C. Carriker, 
Wdliam E. Lass, Erwin N. Thomp­
son, and others. Detailed information 
is available from Paul L. Hedren, 
NHS, Buford Route, Wdliston, ND 
58801. 

PROPOSALS for papers and sessions 
in all areas of history are sought for 
the 1991 Missouri Valley History 
Conference scheduled for March 14-16 

in Omaha. Such proposals, accompa­
nied with abstracts and vitae, should 
be sent to William C. Pratt, Program 
Co-ordinator, MVHC, University of 
Nebraska, Omaha, NE 68182. 

GRACE LEE NUTE, whose words 
and thoughts have graced many of this 
journal's pages, died May 4, 1990, in 
California. Her affiliation with the 
Minnesota Historical Society began 
after she received her doctorate in 
United States history from Harvard 
University in 1921 and continued for 
36 years, during which time she also 
taught at Hamline University and 
Macalester College, and wrote five 
major books. As curator of the 
society's manuscripts collection, she 
early experimented with microfilm; 
she wrote definitive pamphlets on the 
care and cataloging of manuscripts. 
Her name is inextricably woven with 
Minnesota's voyageurs, fur traders, 
and explorers. 
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GIFT GIVERS and lovers of coffee 
table books will welcome the publica­
tion of The Mississippi b>' Theodor 
Geus (Lexington, University Press of 
Kentucky, 1989, 192 p., $45.00). 
Luscious color photography—of 
people, places and closeups of the 
flora and fauna along the river's 
route—is the strength of this book. 
Readers who are interested in more 
than pictures should realize that the 
book was written by a German travel 
editor not conversant with recent 
trends in historiography. White settlers 
are said to "cope" with "battle-tired 
warriors" who, in 1862, "took a 
terrible revenge for their lost lands by 
slaughtering farm families in a 
lightning massacre." Meanwhile, the 
"more peaceful Chippewas . . worn 
out by disputes with the whites and 
helpless against their superior 
tactics . . . became resigned to their 
fate." 

THE SIXTH North American Fur 
Trade Conference, which will be held 
September 26-29, 1991, at the Grand 
Hotel on Mackinac Island, is seeking 
scholarly papers on the trade. The 
conference will focus on the Mack-
inac-based fur trade; Native Ameri­
cans and the trade; and Euro-
Americans and the North American 
fur trade. The conference committee 
hopes that archaeologists, ethnologists, 
historians, and other interested 
scholars will participate. To do so, 
submit a one-page title and abstract, 
and a curriculum vitae by August 1, 
1990, to Dr. Donald P Heidman, 
Sixth North American Fur Trade 
Conference, P.O. Box 515, Mackinac 
City, Michigan 49701. 

CIVIL WAR buffs wdl welcome the 
publication of two books in the 
Vintage Civil War Library series. 
Burke Davis's The Long Surrender, 
first issued in 1985, recounts the last 
days of the Confederacy (New York: 
Vintage Press, 1989, 319 p., $9.95). 
The Brothers' War: Civil War Letters 
to Their Loved Ones from the Blue 
and Gray, edited by Annette Tapert, 
contains some 90 letters, chronologi­
cally arranged, that offer the intimacy 
and immediacy of personal correspon­
dence from combatants on both sides 
of the Mason-Dixon line (New York: 
Vintage Press, 1989, 242 p., $8.95). 

Both books are illustrated and 
indexed. 

MINNESOTA author Salvatore 
Salerno re-examines the IWW through 
the lens of social and cultural history 
in Red November Black November: 
Culture and Community in the 
Industrial Workers of the World 
(Albany, N.Y: SUNY Press, 1989, 220 
p. , hard cover, $34.50, paper, $10.50). 
He finds that earlier studies of the 
movement (from the points of view of 
organizational structure, ideology, 
strike action, and political reaction) 
have overlooked its importance as a 
countercultural force among the 
lumberjacks, miners, and migratory 
laborers who made up its member­
ship. Also overlooked, he contends, is 
the strong influence of European 
syndicalism and anarchism, brought 
to the IWW by immigrant workers 
and seen in the art, songs, and 
symbolism of the movement. Illustrat­
ing his argument with numerous 
graphics and quotations, Salerno 
concludes: "The IWW's art and 
cultural forms thus challenged the 
definition of American life imposed by 
government and business elites, while 
actively shaping a dynamic and 
revolutionary conception of workers' 
culture." Fully annotated, with an 
extensive bibliography and an index, 
the book adds, among other things, a 
new ethnic perspective to the tradi­
tional view of western and midwestern 
Wobblies. 

Rhoda R. Gilman 

THE ORAL HISTORY Association 
invites suggestions for papers, panels, 
and speakers for its 1991 annual 
meeting, to be held October 10-13, 
1991, at Snowbird, Utah, near Salt 
Lake City. Themes stressing women, 
ethnic topics, and the area of the 
American West are particularly 
sought. Proposals should be sent by 
December 1, 1990, to either of the co-
chairs: Jay M. Haymond, Utah State 
Historical Society, 300 Rio Grande, 
Salt Lake City, 84101, or Rebecca 
Sharpless, Institute for Oral History, 
B.U. Box 7271, Bavlor University, 
Waco, Texas 76798-7271. 

HISTORICAL DATA on American 
Indians has been made available in a 
volume by Paul Stuart, Nations within 

a Nation: Historical Statistics of 
American Indians (New York: Green­
wood Press, 1987, 251 p. , $45.00). The 
topics covered include: land base and 
climate; population; removal, reloca­
tion, and urbanization; vital statistics 
and health; government activities; 
health care and education; employ­
ment, earnings, and income; and 
Indian resources and economic 
development. The introduction to 
each topic describes the nature of the 
data, highlighting the strengths and 
urging caution where needed. Stuart 
also provides cross references between 
topics and full bibliographical 
material for scholars wishing to find 
more specific data. The index, 
however, leaves much to be desired; 
readers looking up Dakota Indians 
will find nothing. They should then 
try Sioux Indians where there is one 
entry and a cross reference to Santee 
and Flandreau but none to Rosebud 
Reservation or Pine Ridge Reserva­
tion—both of which have extensive 
information. Readers will also be 
interested to learn on page 77 of the 
"Sioux uprising of 1863." 

IN "Christina Nilsson Turnblad, 
1861-1929: From Domestic to 
Wealthy Matron," an article published 
in the July, 1989, issue of Swedish-
American Historical Quarterly, 
Lawrence Hammerstrom has gathered 
together what little information there 
is on this reclusive and controversial 
woman. The American-Swedish 
Institute in Minneapolis is a well-
known cultural institution, yet a cloud 
of suspicion hung over the head of 
Swan J. Turnblad, the newspaper 
publisher and philanthropist who 
donated his mansion to the institute 
he had founded. Their rags-to-riches 
story did not enchant former stock­
holders of the Turnblads' Svenska 
Amerikanska Posten, who questioned 
the circumstances under which the 
famdy had bought them out for a 
song. Much of the information the 
author was able to find on Christina 
was originally gathered in the form of 
depositions and other records in 
preparation for the stockholders' 
lawsuit that resulted in a trial in 1915. 
This short article fills in some of the 
gaps in a frustratingly sparse account 
of what was most probably a very 
interesting woman's life. 


