


GIFT GIVERS and lovers of coffee
table books will welcome the publica-
tion of The Mississippi by Theodor
Geus (Lexington, University Press of
Kentucky, 1989, 192 p., $45.00).
Luscious color photography—of
people, places and closeups of the
flora and fauna along the river’s
route—is the strength of this baok.
Readers who are interested in more
than pictures should realize that the
book was written by a German travel
editor not conversant with recent
trends in historiography. White settlers
are said to “cope” with “battle-tired
warriors” who, in 1862, “took a
terrible revenge for their lost lands by
slaughtering farm families in a
lightning massacre.”” Meanwhile, the
“more peaceful Chippewas . . worn
out by disputes with the whites and
helpless against their superior

tactics . . . became resigned to their
fate”

THE SIXTH North American Fur
Trade Conference, which will be held
September 26-29, 1991, at the Crand
Hotel on Mackinac Island, is seeking
scholarly papers on the trade. The
conference will focus on the Mack-
inac-based fur trade; Native Ameri-
cans and the trade; and Euro-
Americans and the North American
fur trade. The conference committee
hopes that archaeologists, ethnologists,
historians, and other interested
scholars will participate. To do so,
submit a one-page title and abstract,
and a curriculum vitae by August 1,
1990, to Dr. Donald P. Heldman,
Sixth North American Fur Trade
Conference, P.O. Box 515, Mackinac
City, Michigan 49701.

CIVIL WAR buffs will welcome the
publication of two books in the
Vintage Civil War Library series.
Burke Davis’s The Long Surrender,
first issued in 1985, recounts the last
days of the Confederacy (New York:
Vintage Press, 1989, 319 p., $9.95).
The Brothers” War: Civil War Letters
to Their Loved Ones from the Blue
and Gray, edited by Annette Tapert,
contains some 90 letters, chronologi-
cally arranged, that offer the intimacy
and immediacy of personal correspon-
dence from combatants on both sides
of the Mason-Dixon line (New York:
Vintage Press, 1989, 242 p., $8.95).

Both boaks are illustrated and
indexed.

MINNESOTA author Salvatore
Salerno re-examines the IWW through
the lens of social and cultural history
in Red November Black November:
Culture and Community in the
Industrial Workers of the World
(Albany, N.Y.: SUNY Press, 1989, 220
p-. hard cover, $34.50, paper, $10.50).
He finds that earlier studies of the
movement (from the points of view of
organizational structure, ideology,
strike action, and political reaction)
have overlooked its importance as a
countercultural force among the
lumberjacks, miners, and migratory
laborers who made up its member-
ship. Also overlooked, he contends, is
the strong influence of European
syndicalism and anarchism, brought
to the IWW by immigrant workers
and seen in the art, songs, and
symbolism of the movement. Illustrat-
ing his argument with numerous
graphics and quotations, Salerno
concludes: “The IWW'’s art and
cultural forms thus challenged the
definition of American life imposed by
government and business elites, while
actively shaping a dynamic and
revolutionary conception of workers’
culture.” Fully annotated, with an
extensive bibliography and an index,
the book adds, among other things, a
new ethnic perspective to the tradi-
tional view of western and midwestern
Wobblies.

Rhoda R. Gilman

THE ORAL HISTORY Association
invites suggestions for papers, panels,
and speakers for its 1991 annual
meeting, to be held October 1013,
1991, at Snowbird, Utah, near Salt
Lake City. Themes stressing women,
ethnic topics, and the area of the
American West are particularly
sought. Proposals should be sent by
December 1, 1990, to either of the co-
chairs: Jay M. Haymond, Utah State
Historical Society, 300 Rio Grande,
Salt Lake City, 84101, or Rebecca
Sharpless, Institute for Oral History,
B.U. Box 7271, Bavlor University,
Waco, Texas 76798-7271.

HISTORICAL DATA on American
Indians has been made available in a
volume by Paul Stuart, Nations within

a Nation: Historical Statistics of
American Indians (New York: Green-
wood Press, 1987, 251 p., $45.00). The
topics covered include: land base and
climate; population; removal, reloca-
tion, and urbanization; vital statistics
and health; government activities;
health care and education; employ-
ment, earnings, and income; and
Indian resources and economic
development. The introduction to
each topic describes the nature of the
data, highlighting the strengths and
urging caution where needed. Stuart
also provides cross references between
topics and full bibliographical
material for scholars wishing to find
more specific data. The index,
however, leaves much to be desired;
readers looking up Dakota Indians
will find nothing. They should then
try Sioux Indians where there is one
entry and a cross reference to Santee
and Flandreau but none to Rosebud
Reservation or Pine Ridge Reserva-
tion—both of which have extensive
information. Readers will also be
interested to learn on page 77 of the
“Sioux uprising of 1863

IN “Christina Nilsson Turnblad,
1861—1929: From Domestic to
Wealthy Matron,” an article published
in the July, 1989, issue of Swedish-
American Historical Quarterly,
Lawrence Hammerstrom has gathered
together what little information there
is on this reclusive and controversial
woman. The American-Swedish
Institute in Minneapolis is a well-
known cultural institution, yet a cloud
of suspicion hung over the head of
Swan ]. Turnblad, the newspaper
publisher and philanthropist who
donated his mansion to the institute
he had founded. Their rags-to-riches
story did not enchant former stock-
holders of the Turnblads’ Svenska
Amerikanska Posten, who questioned
the circumstances under which the
family had bought them out for a
song. Much of the information the
author was able to find on Christina
was originally gathered in the form of
depositions and other records in
preparation for the stockholders’
lawsuit that resulted in a trial in 1915.
This short article fills in some of the
gaps in a frustratingly sparse account
of what was most probably a very
interesting woman's life.



