











dissent in America before engaging in reform efforts at
home. Kringen would later contribute to Gaa Paa, es-
pecially during its final vears, and he conducted per-
sonal correspondence with the Mengshoels. He thereby
allied Gaa Paa with the moderate reform wing of the
Norwegian Labor party. to which he belonged, which
advocated social-democratic processes. Kringen's con-
tributions are further evidence of an exchange of im-
pulses between political idealists in Norway and the
United States and suggest a direct influence exerted on
Norwegian-American Farmer-Laborism by Norwegian
labor leaders.*

Helle Crdger Mengshoel’s career and that of her son
Andrew O. Devold are another facet of this trans-At-
lantic connection, indicative of how political thinking
and experience from the homeland combined with lo-
cal and national conditions in the United States to af-
fect the political climate of the state. Helle Crdger was
born into a distinguished family in Bergen, Norway, in
1860, Emil Mengshoel’s senior by six years. She married
Niels Devold, of a prominent family of textile mill own-
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ers in Alesund in 1878, and they moved to Christiania
in 1887. The two had three children before Helle in
1890 separated from and eventually divorced her hus-
band. In 1893 Helle moved to America with her chil-
dren, settling in Minneapolis. During her six years in
the Norwegian capital she had attended socialist meet-
ings together with her son Andrew Olaf, born in 1879,
There she became friends with leaders in the Labor
party and took part in organizing strike activity. Most
likely she and Emil first met in radical Scandinavian
political circles in Minneapolis.?

For his part, Andrew Devold was described as hav-
ing “revolutionary tendencies even as a little boy.”
Reared with socialism in Norway, he became a force in
Gaa Paa, which basically was a family venture. Later,
as a traveling socialist organizer, newspaper columnist,
and state representative and senator through the 1930s,
the Norwegian-American radical was able to reach a
statewide—even regional—constituency.

The Mengshoels’ foray into Kansas in 1903 was
brief. The next year they moved Gaa Paa to Minneapo-
lis, which presumably would give a firmer base for a
Norwegian-language socialist organ than Girard had.
But even there its financial foundation was precarious.
In what might seem paradoxical for a socialist business,
though not unique, the paper was a private capitalistic
enterprise, and it provided a meager living with much
sacrifice for the Mengshoel family. Gaa Paa was con-
sistently close to the ideoclogical views of the Socialist
party and loyally printed the party’s program on the
front page. It was at the time of its founding the only,
although not the earliest, socialist journal in America
that appealed directly to Danish and Norwegian work-
ers in the common Dano-Norwegian literary language,
a position it enjoyed until the appearance in 1911 of
Social-Demokraten (The Social Democrat). This news-
paper was the work of the Danish and Norwegian clubs
in the Scandinavian Socialist Union, headquartered in
Chicago, and a feud developed between Mengshoel

* Granhus, “Socialist among Norwegian-Americans,
23-26; Zachariassen, Fra Marcus Thrane, 109, 116; see, for
instance, Kringen's articles in Folkets Rdst, Nov. 8, 1919,
April 30, 1921. Nye Normanden was sold and renamed sev-
eral times, eventually becoming a socialist organ under the
editorship of Stavnheim. Publication ceased in 1909; Hoer-
der, Immigrant Labor Press, 193—194.

* Here and below, see Granhus, “Socialist among Norwe-
gian-Americans,” 27-29, 50, 291-292n17: Folkets Rdst. Nov.
1, 1919: W. F. Toensing, comp., Minnesota Congressmen,
Legislatars, and other Elected State Officials, An Alphabeti-
cal Checklist, 1849-1971 (St. Paul: Minnesota Historical Soci-
ety [MHS], 1917), 29. Toensing incorrectly gives Devold’s
birth as 1881; see Folkets Rdst, Nov. 1, 1919, for an announce-
ment of his fortieth birthday. Devold’s sister Dorthea Johanne
was born in 1881 and his sister Agnes in 1883.
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Letter from Helle Mengshoel to Olav Kringen, 1927

days. It was she who often corresponded with them;
she also wrote articles for Caa Paa, not infrequently on
social issues. For instance, she discussed the problem of
prostitution in Minneapolis several times, seeing it as
another evil of capitalism that could only be curbed
when workers were paid sufficient wages so that men
could marry and support a family and women were
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granted economic freedom and opportunity. Only so-
cialism could produce such a society, Helle Mengshoel
insisted. Despite such advanced views and the promi-
nent role played by women like her and the other Nor-
wegian-American women who agitated and wrote for
socialism, Emil Mengshoel, through Gaa Paa, ex-
pressed a lack of concern for woman suffrage, because





