
scheme of empire intact. At one point the British navy un­
knowingly escorted Astor's ship Forester toward Astoria (it 
faded to reach the Columbia). Toward the end of 1813 a 
vessel of the Royal Navy crossed the bar. Captain William 
Black landed, ran the Union Jack up a pole, and rechristened 
Fort Astoria (which the Astorians had already turned over to 
the North West Company) Fort George. When Black first saw 
the fort he "nearly doubled over in laughter' at its small size. 
(Earlier in the text Ronda describes the fort as "an impressive 
fur trade establishment.") 

Astor finally gave up in his efforts to regain his Pacific coast 
enterprise when the Joint Occupation Treaty was announced 
in 1818, saying he was too old (55) to resume that trade. 
Although he did not achieve this particular empire, the idea 
of Astoria lived on. American statesmen and politicians "kept 
alive the dream of American empire." 

Ronda concludes his account with a short chapter on Asto­
ria's chroniclers; Washington Irving, H. H. Bancroft, Ken­
neth W. Porter, and, more recently, David Lavender (The 
Fist in the Wilderness). While one might wish there were 
more personal material on Astor, his life, and his family, 
Ronda has written the definitive history of this epoch in As­
tor's long, active life. 

Reviewed by ERWIN N . THOMPSON, retired National Park 
Service historian, who has written on the jur trade, including 
the North West Company's Grand Portage and the American 
Fur Company's Fort Union trading posts. 

The B o u n d a r y Waters C a n o e Area: Wi lderness 
Values and Motor ized Recreation. 
By James N. Gladden. 
(Ames: Iowa State University Press, 1990. 156 p. Cloth, 
$19.95.) 

THE Boundary Waters Canoe Area is written more for politi­
cal scientists than canoeists. Mr. Gladdens book is a cogent 
analysis of the conflict that surrounded attempts to eliminate 
motorized watercraft and snowmobiles from the Boundary 
Waters Canoe Area (BWCA) of northern Minnesota. He tries 
to answer the question of "how human beings should relate as 
a society to the natural environment" by examining the con­
cerns and values of the group that proposed eliminating mo­
tors and the group that defended motors. Gladden's account 
is fdled with perceptive insights and observations, but his 
answer to the question is abstract and disappointing. 

The first three chapters trace the history of the BWCA and 
explain how it was included in the 1964 Wilderness Act even 
though it was the only wilderness area to allow motor vehi­
cles, logging, mining, and other intrusions. The law allowed 
motor boats on lakes where their use was already "estab­
lished" and logging in about half the area. Gladden leaves no 
doubt that Congress created the controversy by ducking the 
hard political questions and delegated its solution to the U.S. 
Forest Service. The BWCA exception led local residents to 
believe that their accustomed use of the lakes was protected, 
while it gave wilderness advocates hope and a rationale for 
working for full wilderness protection for the canoe area. 

Gladden examines the values and motives of two major 
groups, the pro-wilderness Friends of the Boundary Waters 
Wilderne.ss (""Friends") and the pro-motorboat Boundary 
Waters Conservation Alliance ("Alliance"). The conflicting 
objectives of these two groups came to a head in 1975. The 
Friends launched a bill to give the BWCA full wilderness 
protection, free of motors. The Alliance opposed this. The 
local congressman tried to craft a compromise, but it was not 
supported by either group. The bdls reflected the differing 
perceptions, values, and objectives of urban-based environ­
mentalists and small-town and rural Alliance members. 

A representative from each group actually negotiated a 
compromise measure, but the Alliance members rejected it 
and set up a roadblock to protest. This made the environmen­
talists look reasonable and eased the passage of their bill. 

The book does not dwell on the details of political maneu­
vering nor the personalities involved. Its best parts are the 
identification and discussion of the inherent advantages and 
disadvantages of the Friends and the Alliance and how these 
advantages and disadvantages affected the course of events. 
Political science is more of an art than a science, and Glad­
den's work is artful in its analysis of actual events. 

Unfortunately, this is not true of the last chapter. Here the 
author attempts to answer the question of how human beings 
as a society should relate to the natural environment. Instead 
of simply summarizing his findings and conclusions based on 
the facts he presents. Gladden begins with an abstract discus­
sion of paradigm shifts in environmental perception. Readers 
are challenged to grasp and apply to this controversy the 
"Human Exemptionist" paradigm that puts humans in a spe­
cial category of life forms as well as the "New Ecological" 
paradigm that holds humans are but one of many life forms 
and subject to natural limitations. The concepts are too ab­
stract, and the reader is left with a conclusion that seems 
artificial and ethereal. 

Much of the raw material for this book is drawn from 
voluminous press reports of the controversy, but the role of 
the press is not discussed. How the press presented and inter­
preted the events was critical to the shaping of public opin­
ion. For some reason, the author did not examine the role of 
the press and treated it as if it were a mirror that simply 
reflected public opinion. This is a serious omission. 

At other points in the text, the author provides intriguing 
insights but does not develop them. For example, he notes 
that the local citizens perceived the environmentalists as 
"elitists'" but does not offer information about the very real 
"class" or cultural origins and implications of this perception. 

Readers will find this book easy to read, but some may 
object to lapses into excessive objectivity. The author is objec­
tive but goes overboard in couching statements in tentative 
terms ("apparently," or '"it seems that"') when the facts he has 
already presented cry out for a simple declarative statement. 

Aside from these criticisms. The Boundary Waters Canoe 
Area is a valuable contribution to the growing literature 
about the politics of wilderness policy and protection. 

Reviewed by R. NEWELL SEARLE, the author oj Saving 
Quetico-Superior, A Land Set Apart (1977) and numerous 
articles about conservation and environmental policy. He is a 
public ajjairs counselor at Cargill, Inc. 

WINTER 1990 163 



Why Don't They Give Them Guns? The Great 
American Indian Myth. By Stephen E. Feraca. 

(Lanham, Md.: University Press of America, 1990. 
231 p. Cloth, $32.50; paper, $19.75.) 

STEPHEN FERACA, a former Bureau of Indian Affairs em­
ployee, has written a book that is not a federal Indian policy 
history nor a "bow and arrow" military narrative, but rather 
a survey of and commentary on the national gudt and con­
tempt for Indians that pervades the attitudes of people at all 
social and economic levels of American society. The author 
maintains that Americans are afflicted with a "form of blind­
ness" when confronted with situations involving Indians. The 
book is filled with humorous anecdotes and heartfelt recom­
mendations to deal with contemporary Indian questions. 

The author came from an Italian background, grew up in 
an urban environment, and attended schools ethnically dom­
inated by Jewish and Irish classmates. Beginning in 1959, he 
spent 25 years working for the BIA, assigned to the central 
office in Washington, D.C. There were two years with the 
Seminoles in Florida during the 1960s, but most of his time 
was spent processing Indian claims awards cases in the na­
tion's capital. His other tie with Indians is his wife, a member 
of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe, who was born and raised 
on the Pine Ridge Sioux Reservation in South Dakota. 

The bulk of the book concerns stories that Feraca has heard 
while in the employ of the BIA. He claims that 80 percent of 
the bureau's personnel is Indian, and thus his narrative en­
compasses what they talk about and what other people say 
about them. While many of the stories poke fun at Indians, 
the author stresses that natives must be treated with respect 
as "responsible contributors to the cultural polyglot that is 
America." He concerns himself with such topics as how to 
determine who are Indians and comments on reservations, 
treaties or agreements, land allotments, Indian employment, 
and a special interest of his centering on the Indian Prefer­
ence Policy of President Richard Nixon's first term. This pol­

icy, which the author calls the "Honkey Out Act," led to his 
retirement in February, 1985. 

Feraca's chapter on great American Indian myths adds lit­
tle to his story. He addresses such topics as smoke signals, the 
war bonnet misconception, the ideas that Indians will never 
kdl an eagle and that they did not kdl off the wood buffalo. 
In addition, he concerns himself with Buffalo Bdl Cody's 
combat with a nonexistent Cheyenne Indian chief. Yellow 
Hand, and uses as his source Ripley's "Believe It or Not" 
column from the Washington Post. Blood pacts, Sacajawea, 
Tonto, and Black Elk are other topics that fascinate him. 

Of more value to the reader are Feraca's suggestions for 
improved Indian-federal relations. He calls for the elimina­
tion of the dole, especially the surplus food program. He 
suggests that the reservation system is "bankrupt" and that, 
in general, Indian dependency must be lessened and transfer­
red to the tribe. He calls for legislation that would define the 
tribe, its membership, and its relationship with the federal 
government. He concludes that states should shoulder the 
responsibility for all grade- and high-school education and 
for jurisdiction in hunting and fishing treaty rights and tribal 
civd and criminal matters. Feraca denounces the American 
Indian Movement takeover of the BIA building in Washing­
ton, D . C , in 1972 and the AIM activities at Wounded Knee, 
South Dakota, the following year. Finally, the author feels 
that Indians should demand only what the rest of the citizens 
of the U.S. require. 

Finding an audience for this book might be difficult. It is 
sometimes humorous and informative but lacks the writing 
style and intellectual content to draw a large following. It has 
no index and only a few source citations. It does relate the 
observations and conclusions of one person who served on the 
firing lines in the BIA for some 25 years during the 1960s, the 
1970s, and the early 1980s. 

Reviewed by JOHN W . BAILEY, projessor oj history at Car­
thage College, Kenosha. Wisconsin. He is a specialist in the 
history oj the American West. 

READERS in the land of sky-blue 
waters wdl enjoy Moira F. Harris's 
The Paws oj Rejreshment: The Story 
oj Hamm's Beer Advertising (St. Paul: 
Pogo Press, 1990, 81 p . , $15.95). The 
small book, profusely illustrated in 
black and white, chronicles the 
brewing company's successes and 
relative failures in promoting both its 
product and beer drinking. 'The 
renowned bear is only one in a line of 
symbols associated with the brew over 
the years. Paws oj Rejreshment may 
be ordered from the publisher, 
4 Cardinal Lane, St. Paul 55127. 
Minnesota residents should add 6 

percent sales tax, and a shipping and 
handling charge of $2.50 per book 
applies to all buyers. 

THRESHING DAYS: The Farm 
Paintings oj Lavern Kammerude, with 
text by Chester Garthwaite, is the 
latest publication from the Wisconsin 
Folk Museum (Mount Horeb, 1990, 
103 p . , cloth, $20.95). Text accompa­
nying the 21 fuU-page, color reproduc­
tions of the farmer-artist's paintings 
explains the tools and techniques 
portrayed and describes the activities 
or social events. According to folklorist 
James P. Leary's introduction. 

"Kammerude expressed appreciation 
of his lost world by concentrating on 
the seasonal occasions when neighbors 
gathered to work, play, trade, 
worship, and work some more. His 
portrayal of the intricacies of commu­
nal labor and of the equipment used 
to carry it out was extraordinarily 
precise. Through painting, he could 
recollect and relive the past." Paintings 
include "The Cheese Factory," "A 
House Party," "Spring Planting," and 
"Sweet Clover School." The book may 
be ordered from the Wisconsin Folk 
Museum, 100 South Second Street, 
Mount Horeb 53572. 
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