


Why Don't They Give Them Guns? The Great
American Indian Myth. By Stephen E. Feraca.
(Lanham, Md.: University Press of America, 1990.
231 p. Cloth, $32.50; paper, $19.75.)

STEPHEN FERACA, a former Bureau of Indian Affairs em-
ployee, has written a book that is not a federal Indian policy
history nor a “bow and arrow™ military narrative, but rather
a survey of and commentary on the national guilt and con-
tempt for Indians that pervades the attitudes of people at all
social and economic levels of American society. The author
maintains that Americans are afflicted with a “form of blind-
ness’ when confronted with situations involving Indians. The
book is filled with humorous anecdotes and heartfelt recom-
mendations to deal with contemporary Indian questions.

The author came from an Italian background, grew up in
an urban environment, and attended schools ethnically dom-
inated by Jewish and Irish classmates. Beginning in 1959, he
spent 25 years working for the BIA, assigned to the central
office in Washington, D.C. There were two yvears with the
Seminoles in Florida during the 1960s, but most of his time
was spent processing Indian claims awards cases in the na-
tion's capital. His other tie with Indians is his wife, a member
of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe, who was born and raised
on the Pine Ridge Sioux Reservation in South Dakota.

The bulk of the book concerns stories that Feraca has heard
while in the employ of the BIA. He claims that 80 percent of
the bureau’s personnel is Indian, and thus his narrative en-
compasses what they talk about and what other people say
about them. While many of the stories poke fun at Indians,
the author stresses that natives must be treated with respect
as “responsible contributors to the cultural polyglot that is
America.” He concerns himself with such topics as how to
determine who are Indians and comments on reservations,
treaties or agreements, land allotments, Indian employment,
and a special interest of his centering on the Indian Prefer-
ence Policy of President Richard Nixon's first term. This pol-

icy, which the author calls the “Honkey Out Act,” led to his
retirement in February, 1985.

Feraca's chapter on great American Indian myths adds lit-
tle to his story. He addresses such topics as smoke signals, the
war bonnet misconception, the ideas that Indians will never
kill an eagle and that they did not kill off the wood buffalo.
In addition, he concerns himself with Buffalo Bill Cody’s
combat with a nonexistent Cheyenne Indian chief, Yellow
Hand, and uses as his source Ripley’s “Believe It or Not”
column from the Washington Post. Blood pacts, Sacajawea,
Tonto, and Black Elk are other topics that fascinate him.

Of more value to the reader are Feraca's suggestions for
improved Indian-federal relations. He calls for the elimina-
tion of the dole, especially the surplus food program. He
suggests that the reservation system is “bankrupt™ and that,
in general, Indian dependency must be lessened and transfer-
red to the tribe. He calls for legislation that would define the
tribe, its membership, and its relationship with the federal
government. He concludes that states should shoulder the
responsibility for all grade- and high-school education and
for jurisdiction in hunting and fishing treaty rights and tribal
civil and criminal matters. Feraca denounces the American
Indian Movement takeover of the BIA building in Washing-
ton, D.C.. in 1972 and the AIM activities at Wounded Knee,
South Dakota, the following year. Finally, the author feels
that Indians should demand only what the rest of the citizens
of the U.S. require.

Finding an audience for this book might be difficult. It is
sometimes humorous and informative but lacks the writing
style and intellectual content to draw a large following. It has
no index and only a few source citations. It does relate the
observations and conclusions of one person who served on the
firing lines in the BIA for some 25 years during the 1960s, the
1970s, and the early 1980s.

Reviewed by Joun W. BaiLey, professor of history at Car-
thage College, Kenosha, Wisconsin. He is a specialist in the
history of the American West.
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READERS in the land of sky-blue

waters will enjoy Moira F. Harris's
The Paws of Refreshment: The Story
of Hamm’s Beer Advertising (St. Paul:
Pogo Press, 1990, 81 p., $15.95). The
small book, profusely illustrated in
black and white, chronicles the
brewing company’s successes and
relative failures in promoting both its
product and beer drinking. The
renowned bear is only one in a line of
symbols associated with the brew over
the vears. Paws of Refreshment may
be ordered from the publisher,

4 Cardinal Lane, St. Paul 55127,
Minnesota residents should add 6
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percent sales tax, and a shipping and
handling charge of $2.50 per book
applies to all buyers.

THRESHING DAYS: The Farm
Paintings of Lavern Kammerude, with
text by Chester Garthwaite, is the
latest publication from the Wisconsin
Folk Museum (Mount Horeb, 1990,
103 p., cloth, $20.95). Text accompa-
nying the 21 full-page, color reproduc-
tions of the farmer-artist’s paintings
explains the tools and techniques
portrayed and describes the activities
or social events. According to folklorist
James P. Leary’s introduction,

“Kammerude expressed appreciation
of his lost world by concentrating on
the seasonal occasions when neighbors
gathered to work, play, trade,
worship, and work some more. His
portrayal of the intricacies of commu-
nal labor and of the equipment used
to carry it out was extraordinarily
precise. Through painting, he could
recollect and relive the past.” Paintings
include “The Cheese Factory” “A
House Party,” “Spring Planting,” and
“Sweet Clover School.” The book may
be ordered from the Wisconsin Folk
Museum, 100 South Second Street,
Mount Horeb 53572.



