
felt "safer with his feet on the ground" and thought 
that "five bucks is a lot of money."'' 

Lindbergh continued to barnstorm with his Jenny 
in southeastern Minnesota and western Wisconsin, in­
terrupted by a car and train trip home to Little Falls 
and Melrose. In late September he headed from Minne­
sota through Wisconsin and Illinois to reach the na­
tional air races at St. Louis in early October, thus end­
ing the barnstorming tour in Minnesota. He is listed in 
the 1924 Aircraft Yearbook as a civilian pilot who flew 
to the St. Louis races in a "JN4," traveling some 1,200 
miles from his starting point at Minneapolis and carry­
ing one passenger (probably Bud Gurney). After the 
races, in which Gurney broke his arm in a parachute 
jump from the Jenny, Lindbergh instructed students in 
Illinois. In the late fall of 1923 he flew to Oelwein, 
Iowa, and there Lindbergh sold the Jenny to one of 
Gurney's friends.™ 

WHAT IMPACT did barnstorming have on Lindbergh 
and on aviation history? In the short run, he managed 
to make a marginal living, and he enormously enjoyed 
the freedom of movement that barnstorming allowed. 
He later spoke fondly about the "old flying days'; in­
deed, the individualism and freedom of this earlier per­
iod suited his temperament, even in later life. More 
significant, perhaps, the Minnesota tour coincided 
with a crucial turning point in Lindbergh's early avia­
tion career: the decision to pursue further formal in­
struction with the U.S. Army Air Service. He gained 
valuable flying experience in the unpredictable Jenny. 
"Its OX-5 engine was underpowered for the average 
farm pasture I landed on," he later revealed, "but that 
fact developed in me piloting skills I could not have 
otherwise achieved." The Jenny's lack of power trig­
gered his choice of Army training. He was attracted by 
the JN4-Hs (with Hispano-Suiza engines and twice as 
much power) and the 400-horsepower Liberty engines. 

"Interview with Ted Roemer, Madison Lake, May 20, 
1989; Lake Region Times, Jan. 7, 1982, p. 8, Aug. 19, 1987, 
p. 5; interview with Agnes Borneke, Madison Lake, June 14, 
1983; Free Press, Dec. 3, 1982, p. 15; Madison Lake Times, 
Aug. 9, 1923, p. 5. The original Lindbergh check, made out 
on the Madison Lake People's Bank, is in the possession of 
Donald Borneke, Eagle Lake. 

^Lindbergh flight logs; Lindbergh, "We," 78-83; Atr-
crajt Yearbook, 1924 (New York: Aeronautical Chamber of 
Commerce of America, Inc., 1924), 10, 165. 

'̂Interview with Land Lindbergh, Greenough, Montana, 
Aug. 14, 1981; interview with Charles A. Lindbergh, St. 
Paul, Oct. 1, 1973; Lindbergh, Autobiography oj Values, 
9-10; Lindbergh, "We," 78-79. 

'̂Here and below, see Benson interview; Aircraft Year­
book, 1924, 10, 18-19, 26-27, 103-104; Larson, Lindbergh of 
Minnesota, 274. 

Glen Allyn may have influenced his decision, but Lind­
bergh also noted that "On a barnstorming expedition in 
southern Minnesota, I learned that the Army was ac­
cepting flying cadets." A carload of young men, one of 
whom was a graduate of the Army Air Service, drove 
up and explained how to write the War Department for 
information and enrollment forms. That same night 
Lindbergh sent a letter that launched his career in 
more formal aviation training.^' 

Lindbergh's Minnesota tour exemplifies a transi­
tional period in American aviation history, a time of 
almost unstructured activity before the beginnings of 
regulations and the dawn of commercial aviation in the 
last half of the 1920s. As Heston Benson clarified, there 
were no laws or licenses in 1923: "You were required no 
qualifications to carry passengers or to fly an airplane." 
Minnesota aviation was in its infancy. Only two "fixed 
operators"—Marvin Northrup and the Aero Club of 
Minneapolis—are listed in Aircraft Yearbook statistics 
for 1923. The Aeronautical Chamber of Commerce of 
America, which published the Yearbook, worried 
about American aviation safety. Statistics showed that 
470 accidents had occurred between 1921 and 1923, 
with 221 deaths. Most accidents were caused by 
"gypsy" flyers; although the chamber recognized these 
flyers as "pioneers" in aviation, it argued that the high 
accident rates were due to "lack of federal control."" 

Lindbergh's tour was also an early example of the 
use of an airplane in a Minnesota political campaign. 
This was a novel and bold idea in 1923, regardless of 
the setbacks in the anticipated use of the Jenny in his 
father's senatorial race and the fact that Nonpartisan 
League politician Arthur Townley, for one, had earlier 
used an airplane. 
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Exhibit at the Northwestern National bank, Minneapolis, 1982 

In the "Jazz Age," with its sensational journalism 
and economic prosperity, barnstormers helped to pub­
licize aviation and bring about regulation and control. 
As writer Paul O'Neil noted, "before their show had 
run its course, they had introduced a hesitant public to 
the thrill of flight." Using war-surplus planes and en­
gines, they were a key part in the evolution of American 
aviation. By the mid-1920s the Kelly bill let air mail 
contracts, and the 1926 Air Commerce Act promoted 
civil aviation, as it set up the aeronautics branch in the 
U.S. Depar tment of Commerce; its duties included the 
licensing of planes and pilots, establishing safety regu­
lations, and general promotion. More than any single 
event, Lindbergh's historic 1927 flight made Americans 
aware of the potential of commercial aviation, and 
there followed a boom in aviation activity during 1928 
and 1929.^ 

The story of Lindbergh's 1923 barnstorming activ­
ity survives in part because his Jenny has been restored 
and is on display at the Cradle of Aviation Museum in 
Long Island, New York. Thanks to the efforts of George 
Dade and Frank Strnad, the plane was located in 1973 
on an Iowa farm, in a heap in the barn. It had been 
purchased for parts after a crash in 1927. In the fall of 
1973 Lindbergh visited Long Island, where he con­
firmed that it was his biplane, corroborated by the ini­
tials CAL carved on the rib of the right wing. The 

Long Island Early Flyers group successfully completed 
the restoration job by 1976. A Twin Cities promotional 
effort, involving, among others, the Charles A. Lind­
bergh Fund, the Northwestern National Bank of Min­
neapolis, and the Minnesota Historical Society, brought 
the restored Jenny to Minnesota in 1982. It survived a 
fire in the Northwestern bank, where it was on display, 
and was later placed at the Minneapolis-St. Paul air­
port main terminal (renamed the Charles A. Lind­
bergh terminal during 1985 ceremonies). In 1983 the 
Jenny was returned to Long Island, where it remains 
on view." 

^O'Neil, Barnstormers, 6; Roger E. Bilstein, Flight in 
America, 1900-1983: From the Wrights to the Astronauts 
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1984), 37, 51; 
Gerald N. Sandvick, "Enterprise in the Skies: The Early 
Years of Air Commerce in Minnesota," Minnesota History 50 
(Fall, 1986); 86-98. Larson, "Lindbergh's Return," 152. 

"George Vecsey and George Dade, Getting Off the 
Ground: The Pioneers of Aviation Speak jor Themselves 
(New York: E. P Dutton, 1979), 282-288; author's conversa­
tion with Charles A. Lindbergh en route from St. Paul to 
Littie Falls and Brainerd, Sept. 29, 1973; Roger Skopham-
mer, "Lindbergh's Jenny," Minneapolis Tribune, Nov. 14, 
1982, Picture sec , p. 12-14, 17-18. 

The photograph on p. 235 is from the Lindbergh Interpretive 
Center, Littie Falls; the illustration on p. 237 is courtesy of 
the author; all others are in the MHS collections. 
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