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Exhibit at the Northwestern National bank, Minneapolis, 1982

In the “Jazz Age,” with its sensational journalism
and economic prosperity, barnstormers helped to pub-
licize aviation and bring about regulation and control.
As writer Paul O'Neil noted, “before their show had
run its course, they had introduced a hesitant public to
the thrill of flight.” Using war-surplus planes and en-
gines, they were a key part in the evolution of American
aviation. By the mid-1920s the Kelly bill let air mail
contracts, and the 1926 Air Commerce Act promoted
civil aviation, as it set up the aeronautics branch in the
U.S. Department of Commerce; its duties included the
licensing of planes and pilots, establishing safety regu-
lations, and general promotion. More than any single
event, Lindbergh’s historic 1927 flight made Americans
aware of the potential of commercial aviation, and
there followed a boom in aviation activity during 1928
and 1929.%

The story of Lindbergh’s 1923 barnstorming activ-
ity survives in part because his Jenny has been restored
and is on display at the Cradle of Aviation Museum in
Long Island, New York. Thanks to the efforts of George
Dade and Frank Strnad, the plane was located in 1973
on an lowa farm, in a heap in the barn. It had been
purchased for parts after a crash in 1927. In the fall of
1973 Lindbergh visited Long Island, where he con-
firmed that it was his biplane, corroborated by the ini-
tials CAL carved on the rib of the right wing. The
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Long Island Early Flyers group successfully completed
the restoration job by 1976. A Twin Cities promotional
effort, involving, among others, the Charles A. Lind-
bergh Fund, the Northwestern National Bank of Min-
neapolis, and the Minnesota Historical Society, brought
the restored Jenny to Minnesota in 1982. It survived a
fire in the Northwestern bank, where it was on display,
and was later placed at the Minneapolis-St. Paul air-
port main terminal (renamed the Charles A. Lind-
bergh terminal during 1985 ceremonies). In 1983 the
Jenny was returned to Long Island, where it remains
on view.*
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The photograph on p. 235 is from the Lindbergh Interpretive
Center, Little Falls; the illustration on p. 237 is courtesy of
the author: all others are in the MHS collections.



