


THE SOLON J. BUCK Award for the
best article published in this journal
during 1990 goes to Jane Lamm
Carroll for her study of “Dams and
Damages: The Ojibway, the United
States, and the Mississippi Headwaters
Reservoirs,” which appeared in the
Spring issue.

The Theodore C. Blegen Award for
the best MHS staff-written work goes
to Mark A. Greene for his examina-
tion of “The Baptist Fundamentalists’
Case Against Carleton, 1926-28" Both
awards carry a prize of $600, which
will be presented at the society’s
annual meeting in November.

The judges for this year’s awards
were Dr. Beverly A. Stadum of the
sociology department at St. Cloud
State University; Dr. Thomas White,
curator of the James J. and Louis Hill
papers; and Mary D. Cannon, editor
of Minnesota History.

MICHAEL Allen’s Western Rivermen,
1763-1861: Ohio and Mississippi
Boatmen and the Myth of the Alliga-
tor Horse (Baton Rouge: Louisiana
State University Press, 1990, 261 p.,
$25.00) carefully describes the
hazardous work and precarious
existence of the men who worked this
bygone occupation. At a time when
the country was rapidly industrializ-
ing, romantic images—paintings,
songs, and literature—of the men who
worked the flatboats, keelboats, and
rafts of the trans-Appalachian West
appealed to the popular imagination.
Allen’s well-researched and well-
written sociocultural history paints a
sobering portrait of lives long since
passed into American folklore.

IN “Yours for the Revolution”: The
Appeal to Reason, 1895-1922 (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1990,
332 p., $19.95), editor John Graham
has compiled selections representative

of the tenor of this socialist weekly,
published in Girard, Kansas. The
collection includes articles, illustra-
tions, letters, fiction, and poetry.
Among the contributors are the
paper’s editor, J. A. Wayland, and
luminaries such as Jack London,
Upton Sinclair, Mother Jones, and
Helen Keller. Topical chapters address
such issues as the class war, political
philosophy, and World War I. The
illustrated volume is annotated and
indexed.

ST. PAUL city directories, which have
been published since 1856, began
listing death dates for adults in 1888.
An index of those death dates,
covering a period of 23 years and
numbering close to 10,000 entries, has
been compiled in the book Deaths
Recorded in St. Paul, Minnesota, City
Directories, 1888-1910 by Stina B.
Green and Minnie Gray Kendall. The
alphabetical listing contains name,
date of death, age at that date, and
name of spouse when available. The
compilers noted corrections or
additions to names such as alternative
spellings and explain in their preface
the variations in designations such as
“widow.” Addresses for obtaining
death records and obituaries are also
provided. Not only will family history
researchers find this 193-page index a
helpful tool in locating the death date
of an ancestor, but local historians
will be able to identify many of St.
Paul’s early families. This useful index
is available from Minnesearch, 8631
Seasons Pkwy., Woodbury, MN 55125
for $15.95, plus Minnesota sales tax
and $2.50 postage and handling.

BELGIAN farmers of southwestern
Minnesota are the subject of historian
Joseph Amato’s Servants of the Land.:
God, Family, and Farm. The work
focuses on a 20th-century situation:

the notable increase in Belgian
landholding on the fertile plains of
Lyon County since 1950. This slim
volume of 69 pages is more a medita-
tion or extended essay than a defini-
tive monograph; however, the author
supplies considerable context—taking
readers into Archbishop John Ireland’s
Catholic colonization movement of the
1880s and patterns of ethnic coexis-
tence within and without the church
to explain current circumstances.
Amato bases his study on diverse
sources: parish records; county and
family histories; court and other
public records; and interviews with
Belgians and their neighbors.

The author identifies strongly
united and church-based family
culture, rigorous financial controls, a
tradition of ethnic co-operation, and
what he calls the “spirit of rational
calculation” as sources of the Belgiang’
successes in modern commercial
farming. This reviewer has trouble
with Amato’s concluding metaphor of
“peasant DNA.” It seems an unfortu-
nate and inaccurate phrase, given the
deeply environmental character of the
discussion that precedes its appear-
ance. Nonetheless, this work’s genuine
contribution to rural and immigration
studies lies in its close observation of
selective adaptation among a closely
knit, and still changing, group of
people.

Servants of the Land will interest
both scholars and community histo-
rians. In addressing these members of
his logical audience, Amato offers a
pleasing model for public history
interchange. He writes well, with
directness and clarity, and he achieves
a lovely tone for this book, one that
dignifies its subject while preserving
the best qualities of the kitchen table
discussions upon which it is based in
part. Readers who love to hold a
finely made book will appreciate this
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aspect of Servants; it is beautifully
designed, the typefaces a pleasure to
the eye. These are increasingly rare
qualities, especially in paperback book
production.

Joseph Amato and his colleagues in
the Rural Studies Program at South-
west State University at Marshall have
earned a reputation for fine work in
regional studies. This book is an
appealing addition to that collective
bookshelf. Servants of the Land is
available in paper for $8.95 (plus
$1.00 shipping/handling fee) from
Crossings Press, 1646 Bowen St.,
Longmont, CO 80501 or from the
Society for Local and Regional
History, Box 291, Marshall, MN
56258. Jo Blaiti

THE ORAL History Association has
issued a call for papers, panels, media
presentations, or sessions for its 1992
annual meeting, to be held October
12-15 at the Stouffer Tower City
Hotel in Cleveland. All proposals
should be sent no later than December
1 to Dr. Donna M. DeBlasio, program
chair, Youngstown Historical Center of

Industry and Labor, Youngstown,
Ohio 44501.

THIRTEEN photographers and other
students in the 1990 session of a course
in communications photography at
Moorhead State University have put
together a handsome book, Welcome
to Dilworih, Largest Railroad Village
in Western Minnesota, A poem,
“What Makes a Town?” by David
Mason, an introduction to the project
by Peter Lindman, and a historical
introduction to Dilworth by Clarence
A. Glasrud set the scene for this nicely
designed look at the town. The 112-
page book sells for $5.00 and may be
ordered from the Moorhead State
University book store or from Prairie
House, Box 9199, Fargo, No. Dak.
58106-9199.

IN eight chapters Henry T. Sampson
covers a little-documented subject that
should be of great interest to students
of American history and culture. The
Ghost Walks: A Chrenological History
of Blacks in Show Business, 1865-1910
(Metuchen, N.]J.: Scarecrow Press,
1988, 570 p.) begins with the minstrel
shows that were so popular just after
the Civil War and proceeds through
most forms of popular entertainment
open to blacks: burlesque, vaudeville,
the circus, and musical comedy. The
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book also chronicles the business side
of show business, touching on blacks
in theatrical booking agencies and
music publishing. Each chapter opens
with the author’s overview of the
period and then documents all known
activity by reprinting source materials,
such as old playbills, theater pro-
grams, show reviews, and performers’
correspondence—in strict chronologi-
cal order. The book contains many
photographs, and its index makes it
possible to sidestep the book’s chronol-
ogy and follow particular individuals
or groups through their careers.

MILITARY historians and buffs will
enjoy a University of Nebraska Press
book, Campaigning with King:
Charles King, Chronicler of the Old
Army, by Don Russell. Paul L.
Hedren, superintendent of the Fort
Union Trading Post National Historic
Site, both edited and provided a
helpful introduction to the biography
of King, who served for 70 years in
the nation’s military forces and was
decorated for fighting in five wars. In
addition to his army life, King
pursued a literary career that
“brought him national and even
international fame” with more than
75 books to his credit. The 187-page
volume, issued in May, 1991, is
available from the publisher for
$25.00.

JANET E. Schulte provides an
illuminating discussion of her topic in
““Proving Up and Moving Up’: Jewish
Homesteading Activity in North
Dakota, 1900—1920,” published in the
Fall, 1990, issue of Great Plains
Quarterly. Much research on Jewish
homesteading experiments of the late
19th and early 20th centuries has
focused on the failures that were due
to the farmers’ lack of agricultural
skill and experience. Schulte points
out that the experiments failed to turn
many Jews into farmers but did
succeed in getting them out of
congested urban areas. Unlike other
homesteaders, many of North Dakota’s
would-be farmers could draw on loans
from the Jewish settlement agencies
and philanthropies. Their measure of
success was proving up their claims,
selling, and using the capital to move
off the farm. Schulte includes in her
discussion two colonies begun by
Minneapolis Jews: the Sulzberger
Colony, founded by 60 families in
MclIntosh County in 1904, which
became the “flagship” experiment of

the philanthropic Baron de Hirsch
Fund; and a settlement of 50 families
in Bowman County established
apparently without outside assistance
four years later.

THE Goodhue County Historical
Society has republished the Map of
Goodhue County, Minnesota, first
issued in 1877 by George E. Warner
and Charles M. Foote. The original,
produced as a large wall map some 60
by 66 inches in size, is quite hard to
find today and, because of its format,
difficult to use. In the new publica-
tion, each township is a separate page
reproduced at a slightly smaller but
very readable scale; these are bound
together in an atlas format. In
addition, local historian Kathryn
Ericson has completely indexed the
map. This alphabetical list of more
than 5,000 landowners offers the
researcher a convenient shortcut to
locating any of the individuals on the
map, which also shows farmsteads,
churches, cemeteries, roads, railroads,
villages, post offices, rivers and
streams, mills, and much more.
Ericson thoroughly explains how the
original was produced, how the
indexing was accomplished, and how
to use the map—with hints for further
research. She includes an ethnic map
of the county and tells how to use
legal descriptions. This nicely done
publication is available from the
Goodhue County Historical Society,
1166 Oak St., Red Wing 55066. The
price is $14.50 plus tax and $2.50
postage ($17.87 for Minnesota resi-
dents, $17.00 for nonresidents).

Jon Walstrom

AFTER having a hand in more than
60 issues of Minnesota History, the
present editor has set aside her blue
pencil. Mary D. Cannon, who joined
the Minnesota Historical Society in
1963, retired at the end of May.

The new editor will be Anne R.
Kaplan, who came to the society in
1979 and became assistant editor of
this journal in 1983. A graduate of
Oberlin College, she holds the
master's and doctoral degrees in
folklore and folklife from the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania. In addition to
her work on the quarterly, she co-
authored The Minnesota Ethnic Food
Book and two chapters of the MHS-
published They Chose Minnesota and
has edited a number of society books,
including Blue Ribbon: A Social and
Pictorial History of the Minnesota
State Fair.



