











C!am and Thpodore Koch at Clara City’s fiftieth anniversary celebration, 1937

ing 1915 his new colony grew, but after two Gulf Coast
hurricanes hit in one season, the eighty-family settle-
ment quickly dwindled. Following World War [ he
tried again with a colony in Texas called Hamshire. It,
too. failed.”

By the 1930s Koch was no longer actively coloniz-
ing. He saw himself as the victim of the declining work
ethic, the failure of the Dutch clergy to back coloniza-
tion efforts, and high wages paid by New Deal pro-
grams.” More likely, he had simply outlived his chosen
profession. The need for land promoters had disap-
peared with the frontier itself. A highly successful sales-
men who put many people on the land, Koch was un-
able to predict that technology and economics would

The pamphlet is reproduced courtesy Calvin College. Grand
Rapids, Michigan; the map is by Alan Ominsky; and the
photograph on p. 219 is from Koch, “Journal,” [11]. All items
except the pamphlet are in the MHS collections.
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soon conspire to force most of their sons off of it. The
dream of independent, ethnic, agricultural societies
thriving and expanding across the Minnesota prairie
did not survive the economic hurricane that swept over
the plains in the 1920s and 1930s.

Theodore F. Koch had found his niche on the fron-
tier without much preparation. He was a good sales-
man and, for the most part, an honest one, who turned
a tidy profit on most of his sales. Seeing himself as
neither a pioneer nor a molder of history, he described
his contribution simply: “My work was to bring people
from high-priced land to lower-priced land where
farmers could buy one or two farms for their sons.”® He
sold the American dream on the Minnesota frontier.

"Koch, "My Life,” 74-76.
= Interview,” 8.
“Interview,” 3.
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