














October 21, Ebell photographed o group of

Dakota captives at Camp Release in western
Minnesota, a photograph now contained in a
scrapbook that he assembled of natural history,
mining, and Daketa war images. Another view
shows captive Indians under iru(ud outside trader
Frangois La Bathes log kitchen at the Lower
Sioux Agency. where tlu_\ were being tried. A
tourth Ebell image at MHS shows Indians and
guards at the ruins of the stone Episcopal church
south of the ageney. More of Ebell's work may
eventually be identified.

In November, Ebell became ill and resigned
his assignment, returning to his studies at Yale.?
By late December 1562 he had recovered sufli-
ciently to contract to write an account of the

Dakota war, “The Indian Massacres and War of

1862, that was published in Harper's New
Monthly Magazine in June 1863, a publication
also available in the MHS collections. Accom-
panying his article were engravings of Camp
Release, Redwood Ferry, and (.cunp Lincoln near
Mankato hv Albert C r)lgm\ e, a talented scenie
artist. These illustrations were probably based on
Ebell photographs. now lost.

olgrave’s brief life is more com-

pletely known than Ebell’s. Born

in England in 1839, he emigrated

to the United States as a youth,

moved to St. Paul in 1858 from

Columbus, Ohio, and soon made a place for him-

self’ painting backdrops and scenery for local the-

aters. Then, in mid-August 1862, he enlisted in

Company G of the 6th Minnesota Regiment, serv-

ing on the frontier during the r_onﬂlct He made

many drawings of military scenes which were

mentioned in the St. Paul newspapers. The MHS
collections include some 60 Colgrave sketches.1

Colgrave and Ebell became acquainted, and

Colgrave spent the winter of 1862-63 at Glencoe.

where he prepared the engravings for Harpers

based on his own pencil sketches and Ebell’s

phntogmphq Colgrave died of typhoid fever on

March 4, 1863, at the age of 24, and was buried in
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Albert Colgrave’s small pencil sketeh titled “Beech!
Making f)rcad .Camp Ridgley,” one of many field
sk f(hc s from the tuntv.’*:ific‘iﬁz—Fg

St. Paul’s Oakland Cemetery. His art contributed
significantly to Ebells article in Harper's, as well
as documenting the Marshall expedition into
Dakota Territory in pursuit of ﬂcciug Dakota
Indians in October 1862.11

Regional historians have often overlooked the
Harpeis article because Ebell was a little-known
visitor to Minnesota and his local newspaper sto-
ries were soon forgotten. His sensationalized
accounts of Indian atrocities have also obscured
the merits of these first-hand observations. about
which Ebell stated: “I have given nothing but
what I saw myself, or receiv ed from those who
saw it.” His Hmjm y article stands as the first sub-
stantial account of the early aspects of the war by
a participant.12

Little is known about Ebell after he left Min-
nesota. His significance lies in his arresting pho—
tographs and observant descriptions of the tragic
da\s of 1562. A voung man bent on nothing more
exciting than Lﬂ\mt’ pictures of Indians in the new
state of \Inmesnt& he became an unwitting par-
ticipant in the event that launched a series of wars
on the northern plains that did not end until the
hattle of Wounded Knee in 1890,

Y Obituary Record. Yale College, 277; Catalogue of the Officors and Studenats in Yale Collece. 1863-64 (New

Haven: E. Hayes, 1863), 13. Ebell died in 1877.

10 Daily Minnesotian, June 5, 1557, Sept. 21, 18538: St. Paul Pioneer and Demoerat. Aug. 20, 1862; United States.

Census. 1860, Minnesota, Ramsev County, microfilm. Roll 573

3, p. S0

I'“Final Record of Company G.” Annal Repoit of the Adjutant General of State of Minnesota (St. Paul: Pioneer

Printing Co., 1866), 502

12 Ehell notehook: Harper's Newe Monthily Magazie, June 1563, p. 24,

The camera and all the nages ae in MHS eollections.
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