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Ueland built her leadership with all kinds of
support systems, appointing efficient staff in the
office and in the field, attracting knowledgeable
and energetic volunteers as directors, securing an
adequate financial base, increasing political know-
how, recruiting experienced women for press
work and public relations, and presiding over the
growing sense of comradeship among suffragists
who believed that their goal was in sight. She was
highly regarded not just by suffrage colleagues
but by legislators, journalists, businessmen
and women, and political leaders, all of
whom recognized that her many talents,
coupled with a generous and caring
spirit, made her one of the most
remarkable women of Minnesota.36

Sarah Burger Stearns, Julia B. Nelson, Ethel
Hurd, Emily Bright, Bertha Moller, Emily Noyes,
Nellie Francis, and Clara Ueland: These extraor-
dinary women, each with her own style and in her
own milieu, guided the Minnesota suffrage cam-
paign or influenced it in some significant way. The
struggle for suffrage in Minnesota began as a
stumbling overture lacking any form of sustained
support except great enthusiasm, commitment,

and hard work on the part of a few good
women. It evolved to a more diverse organi-

zational structure led by women with
highly refined managerial and politi-

cal skills. Clara Ueland’s presidency
was a fitting finale to a cause whose

time was long overdue.

36 For more on Ueland, see Stuhler, Gentle Warriors. Ueland and Dr. Martha Ripley are the only two women rec-
ognized for their achievements with plaques in the state capitol or on its grounds.

The photos on p. 298 and 300 are from Who’s Who among Minnesota Women: A History of Woman’s Work in Minne-
sota from Pioneer Days to Date (privately published, 1924); on p. 301 (bottom), from the Minneapolis Journal, May 3,
1914, p. 14. The banners are from the Equal Suffrage Association of Minneapolis; jonquils were a pro-suffrage symbol.
All items are in the MHS collections.

A pre-election gathering of the League of Women Voters of Minneapolis, 1924
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