











be. Considering their Chisago project worthy of
emulation, however, Donnelly asked Mevyer to
survey and do a plat map of Nininger and a
road to it, similar to what he had done for
Chisago City. Meyer took partial payment in
Nininger town lots and then urged Donnelly to
help sell Meyer's lots in Drontheim and Chisago
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County. Litde could they know that within the
year a nationwide economic crash would mean
that few investors would buy lots in either
place.™

On May 28, 1856, however, tull of plans for
a new home, Donnelly, his wife, and her cousin
started back to Philadelphia. Donnelly returned
to St. Paul in July and again at vear's end to sat-
isty himself that the winter climate posed no
barrier to the health and happiness of the brave
of heart. By May 1857, he was ready to make
Minnesota his permanent home.

& DURING HIS LONG Minnesota career as
CHY a successful politician and popular lec-

< turer, Donnelly returned to visit
Chisago County a number of times. Despite his
admiration for the Swedish immigrants there,
he seems never to have developed the easy rap-
port with them that he found with Irish and
German Minnesotans. He failed to gain their
support in his 1868 campaign, and his politcal
address books of “leading” constituents list only
three of Swedish ancestry in Chisago County.
He nevertheless remained fascinated by their
ancient literature and folklore, which is central
to his Ragnarok: The Age of Fire and Gravel. S

More than two decades after his first visit
to the county, Donnelly again traveled through
what had become perhaps the largest Swedish-
speaking rural area outside of Sweden. He
spoke to a “large and attentive audience,” and
his 1878 journal account echoes what he had
observed more than two decades earlier about
the Swedes. Although Swedes now held all
top elective offices in Chisago County, Don-
nelly, oblivious to their growing sophistication
in political and economic atfairs, wrote:

Drove yesterday, by stage, from Wyoming to
Taylor's Falls: a delightful drive; through an
interesting country. A quaint, primitive,
Swedish people, with their log-houses and
thatched barns. The lakes full of fish; the
woods full of game: the soil rich; the people
out of debt. They spin their own cloth, from
their own sheep. and have lots of chickens,
hogs and cattle.™

The youthful Donnelly portraii is from the National
Avchives; Edwards sketch, DePaww Unioersity Archives,
Greencastle, ndiana; Chisago City plat mrrp: Chisago
County Swrveyor. Hull & Assaciates, Fovest Lake, All the
ather images ave in the MHS collections.
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