




















for their skill. And one of the OQjibwe language
teachers at the band’s Nay Ah Shing High
School developed an Ojibwe-language compo-
nent for the exhibit. Her voice on the computer
teaches Ojibwe words like zagime and makademn-
ashkikiwaaboo. (You have 1o visit the exhibit to
find out what they mean')

Funding for the new museum and restored
trading post has
been a partnership
between public and
private sources. In
1987 the Minnesota
state legislature ap-
propriated 31 mil-
lion for the project.
Federal government
support came from
the Economic De-
velopment Agency
to pronmote tourism
and create new jobs,
the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transpor-
tation (ISTEA pro-
gram), and from
the National En-
dowment for the
Humanities. Gifts
and grants from the
Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe, The Laura Jane Mus-
ser Fund, The McKnight Foundation, Margaret
W. Marvin, and Mr. and Mrs. Bernard M.
Granum provided another $600,000. The band

Miniature canve, oviginatly made for sale at the trading
post or along the highway. Part of the Harry and
Jeannette Ayer collection, this cance is one of many peviod
objects on exhibit at the new museum.

also made in-kind contribudons such as uulides,

overflow parking space, and countless hours of

staff time,

The new museum highlights the contempo-
rary story of the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe
while building on the strengths of the original
muscum: the Four Seasons Room, a crafts-
demonstration area, and, behind the scenes,
storage and exhibi-
tion areas designed
to preserve the irre-
placeable Ayer col-
lections, which will
return to the build-
ing. There, the ob-
jects will play a part
in the preservation
and growth of the
Ojibwe culture at
Mille Lacs.

The Mille Lacs
Indian Museum will
reopen its doors
with a weekend of
contemporary and
traditional Ameni-
can Indian music,
arts, and crafts.
Visitors will be able
to celebrate with
the MHS and the Mille Lacs band the results of
an important partnership between a state and a
sovereign nation, an institution and a commu-
nity, and a historical society and a people.

All images and objects are in the MELS collections. The pholos on p. 32 and 33 are b}-‘ Savah Libertus, p. 36, left, by
Monroe Killy, p. 36-37 by Eugene D. Becker, and fr. 39 by Peter Latner.
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