






beginnings in 1943 with owner Philip K. Wrigley to its 
eventual demise after the 1954 season, moving from a 
time in Anerica's histor)'vvhen women, of necessity, often 
engaged in endeavors formerly reserved for men to a 
time when peace-time roles for women reflected a decid-
edlv more homebound, traditional image. 

in writing this addition to Lerner 's Sports Legacy 
Series, Gait mines the league's archives at the Northern 
Indiana Historical Societ)', borrows from the scrapbooks 
of individual players, and passes along stories told her by 
veterans of the league now in their 60s and 70s. She clear­
ly enjoys and respects these women and their accomplish­
ments as baseball players and wants to tell their stoiy as it 
reflects the gendered context of the times. To that end, 
she includes photographs and accounts of the charm-
school experience reqtured of all players as well as the 
o-eneral rules which they liad to follow to accommodate 
Wrigley's emphasis on "moral, feminine" players. A u o n g 
those rules; ALWAYS appear in feminine attire when not 
actively engaged in practice or pla)ing ball. In later years 
when they traveled by bus, players could wear slacks while 
riding but had to change into skirts, comb their hair, and 
touch up their Upstick if they left the bus, even to go to 
the restroom. Chaperones were employed to assure con-
fomiit)' to the rules of decorum. 

Gait gives a thorough account of the evolution of the 
game through the years of the league, as the size of the 
ball, the distance from the pitcher 's mound to home 
plate, the distance between bases, the unde rhand to 
sidearm to overhand pitching style all changed to become 
more nearly like the men's game. She recounts the on-
field exploits of league stars, cites the statistics so loved by 
baseball aficionados, and describes remarkable games 
played before thousands of appreciative fans. And she 
reminds the reader that the "promise of good money was 
as much a lure to the league as the chance to play profes­
sional, new-style ball. Wrigley offered players from $50 to 
$100 a week, depending on their age and experience. 
With the national wage average at $40 a week, some 
league players made more money than their fathers." 

Some teams remained associated with the same mid-
western city throughout the league's history while others, 
like the Minneapolis Millerettes, were short lived and 
either found a new home city or traveled as "orphans" 
without a home schedule. "While the war was still being 
fought many players worked in defense plants during the 
off-season. Others re turned to retail shops, teaching 
school, or coaching amateur teams. Despite the emphasis 
on femininity, the players eventually received national 
attention for their abilities rather than as charming oddi­
ties playing a man's game. In 1947 the league traveled to 
Cuba, playing exhibition games with Cuban teams and 
garnering considerable publicity. 

Gait does not ignore the racial segregation of the 
times and notes that the league had no African-Arierican 
players. She does include a short piece on Toni Stone, 
the St. Paul native who played with the Indianapolis 
Clowns of the Negro (men's) baseball league. 

And Gait also tells of the long silence that followed the 
league's final season, a time that seemed to erase its very 
existence. As Kay Heim McDaniel explained, "I didn't tell 
people for years that I played baseball. They wouldn't 

have believed me. They'd have called for the straitjacket 
and hauled me off to the loony bin." Finally, in the early 
1980s, players formed an association and held reunions, 
collected memorabilia, and swapped stories. In 1988 the 
Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown created a perma­
nent exhibit honor ing them. Until the 1992 movie A 
League of Their Own told the fictionalized storj' of the All 
American Girls Professional Baseball League , most 
Americans were probably unaware of the contribution it 
had made to sports histor)'. 

In this richly illustrated volume, one of a handful of 
books now out about the league. Gait has done her part 
to assure that the legacy of these women athletes is 
remembered and relished. 

Remewed fty Jane Curiy, a recovering academic who writes and per­
forms solo shows, including one on women and sports called "Nice 
Girls Don't Sweat. " As a girl, she was called a tomboy. Today she 
would be called an athlete. 

T H E M I N N E A P O L I S TEAMSTERS 

STRIKE OF 1934. 
By Philip A. Korth. 
(East Lansing; Michigan State Llniversit)' Press, 1995. 
213 p. Cloth, $27.00.) 

On the morning of May 22, 1934, a peculiar calm hung 
over the market district of Minneapolis as two armed 

factions gathered. Three-fourths of the city's pohce force, 
reinforced by a businessmen's army of close to 1,000 spe­
cial deputies, were met by a huge throng of Teamster-
union pickets armed vrith baseball bats and wagon-wheel 
spokes. As tension mounted, a club hurtled through the 
air and struck a special policeman. The market district 
e r u p t e d . With in an h o u r the b lood-soaked s t ree ts 
belonged to the union, and the distinguished members of 
the Citizen's Aliance (CA) fled for their lives. 

Tlie dramatic events of the summer of 1934 have been 
celebrated by labor and chronicled by historians as a 
turning point in the history of the working men and 
women of Minneapolis. Several years after the strike, soci­
ologist Charles Walker published American City, a com­
pelling narrative that is still a valuable source. In 1972 
Socialist Workers Party leader Farrel l Dobbs wrote 
Teamster Rebellion, a raw and detailed account of radical 
union men and women fighting for economic justice in a 
repressive cit)'. A id now, 61 years after the battles, Philip 
Korth has written another account. 

Unfortunately, this new study contains little informa­
tion not already available. In three "Voices" chapters, how­
ever, Minneapolis policemen, businessmen, and strikers 
tell the stoiy of the 1934 strike vrith refreshing detail and 
dramatic immediacy. Korth's separation of his "Voices' 
inteniews from his main narrative preserves their authen­
ticity but weakens his rather academic presentation of that 
summer's desperate struggle. In attempting to analyze 
cause and significance, he isolates the strike from its his­
torical context and fails to integrate the ferocious combat­
ants with the dramatic battles that they fought. 

The book is also riddled with serious misconceptions. 
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For e x a m p l e , K o r t h s ta tes t h a t t h e ( r i t izen s .Alliance 
"failed to at tract the core of the social, cul tural a n d politi­
cal elite of Minneapol is ." In fact, i m p o r t a n t m e m b e r s of 
its b o a r d of d i rec lo is , which inc luded Pillsbtiiys, Walkers, 
Daytons, Washburns , a n d Crosbys, were deeply involved 
in o r g a n i z i n g a n d financing the Minneapo l i s Art Insti­
tu te , the Minnesota Oicl ies t ra , a n d the Walker .Art Cen­
ter . La te r h e desc i ibes the "yen' loose" o rgan iza t ion ot 
the employer commi t t ees d u r i n g the strikes as a p roduc t 
of the a l l iance ' s bel ief in indiyidual ism. He is unaware 
that the CA carefully o r g a n i z e d each c o m m i t t e e in an 
a t t emp t to disguise its ii ivolvement. 

In a final chapte r , "Lessons," Korth conc ludes that the 
Cit izen's Alliance was driven bv a historical myth of indi­
vidual liberty. Organ ized , collective activities \vould m e a n 
a loss of a u t o n o m y a n d f o r c e a b a n d o n m e n t of t h e 
g r o u p ' s historical mission. In realit)', the goal of the CA 
a n d its m a n y a l l i e s was p r o f i t a b l e b u s i n e s s ac t iv i ty . 
Recogniz ing the clanger of un ion organiza t ion as early as 
1903, bus ines s l e a d e r s h a d o r g a n i z e d the CA to unify 
their communi tv and pro tec t their industrial e m p i i e . T h e 
g r o u p worked diligently with o t h e r civic organizat ions to 
suppress un ions a n d improve every aspect of what migh t 
now be called the "business cl imate." 

Evaluating the strike's place in history, Korth discusses 

the g o v e r n m e n t ' s "neut ra l , hones t b roke r ' s ro le" as it dis­
covered "the will to discipline the business c o m m u n i t y to 
accept new e c o n o m i c , social a n d political re la t ionships ." 
O u t of t he s t r ike , Kor th c o n t e n d s , a new, h a r m o n i o u s 
consensus e m e r g e d . This analysis, of coui'se, ignores the 
v i o l e n t i n d u s t r i a l u p h e a v a l s of t h e 1 9 3 0 s , t h e a n t i -
C:oninninist ^vitch h u n t s of the 1940s a n d 1950s, a n d the 
un ion-bus t ing campa igns of the 1980s a n d 1990s. 

In t he last l ine of The Minneapolis Teamsters Strike of 
1934 Kor th o b s e n e s , "By r e g u l a t i n g e c o n o m i c life, we 
can, ironically, move closer to fulfilling this or iginal vision 
of social a n d e c o n o m i c j u s t i c e p r o m i s e d by a m a r k e t 
economy." In fact, what t he CA l ea rned was that massive, 
violent strikes led by ded i ca t ed C o m m u n i s t s t h r e a t e n e d 
the oligarchy the bus inessmen h a d d e f e n d e d for 30 years. 
T h e labor relat ions a n d an t i -Communis t strategies of the 
next 60 years would be d e t e r m i n e d by this "lesson." 'Wliile 
t he m o m e n t o u s confl ic t of 1934 r e m a i n s a fasc ina t ing 
subject, this is a flawed r e c o u n t i n g of events. 

Reviewed by William Millikan, author of numerous ariicles on 
business and labor in Minnesota, who is writing a book about the 
Minneapolis Citizen's Alliance. His 1994 article "The Red Baiting 
if Kenneth C Haycraft" won the Solon J Buck Awar'd for the year's 
best article in Minnesota His ton . 

News & Notes 
OUR PJLADERS WTJTE: William D. 
Erichson 's article "Estiddishing Muirwsola 's 
First Hospital for the Insane " in the Sum­
mer 1992 issue inspii'ed Keeuialin native 
Lauretta M. Gnlt, now living in Califor­
nia, to research hospitals for contagious dis­
eases, also called detention hospitals. She 
found: "The village of Hibbing operat­
ed a detention hospital consisting of 
two main buildings, two stories high, 
located betiveen Fiist and Third Ave­
nues bettveen the D.M.&N. depot and 
Benuet Park Cemeteiy. 1 believe ibis is 
where I, at the age of about 5'/2, was a 
patient in 19Eo because of scarlet fever. 
Minnesota laws at that time required 
immediate hospitalization. Ff)r me, it 
meant sepaiation for six weeks with no 
visitors allowed." Any reader who can 
supply more information about the 
Hibbing Detention Hospital, please 
contact Mrs. Grill at 3411 Madiona Dr., 
Santa Barbai-a, Calif. 93K),'5. 

OJIBWAY LEADERS From Minnesnia, 

Wisconsin, Illinois, Michigan, and 
southern Ontai io are included i n j o h n 
A. l lkojr . ' s illustrated Ojibzua Chiefs 
1690-1890, An Annotated Listing (Troy, 
N.Y.; WhiLston Publishing Co., 1995, 78 
p., $6.50). AboiU 800 men are listed in 
alphabetical order by "most popular 
name." Englisbdanguage versions of 
names, locales, dates, and (where possi­
ble) short biographical sketches are 
included. The book mav be ordered 
irom the publisber, P.O. Box 958, 
Troy, N.Y. 12181. 

CHASING PuMNBOWS: A Recollection of 
the Great Plains, / 921-1975 b)' (Madys 
Eeffler Gist (Ames; Iowa State Liiiver-
sit)- Press, 1993, 157 p., cloth, $24.95) 
tells o t h e r family's struggle to make 
ends meet through the depression 
years, drought , and -war. The Gists 
worked nine dilfcrenl tenant farms in 
Iowa and South Dakota before secur­
ing relative prosperity in the 1950s. 
Editor [ames Marten, a historian and 

the husband of Gist's granddaughter , 
supplemented this memoir , originally 
written as a yearly summan ' of events, 
with extensive notes adding context 
and perspective to the account. 

THE HISTORY of New Ulm is central 
to \ ' irginia Strate's new novel. The Last 
Bridge: lire Adventures of Two Gei~man 
Brothers Wio Came to Soidher-n Minnesota 
(St. Cloud; North Star Press, 1994, 
247 p., paper, $16.95). Burdened by 
their father's arrest for sedition in 
Germany, two bo)-s and their uncle 
emigrated for the Turne r colony in 
Cincinnati, eventually making their 
separate wa)s to Minnesota 's town of 
Freiheit (Freedom). Both the brothers 
and Freiheit mature and prosper over 
die years until, in the book's climax, 
the L'nited States entry into World 
War I causes trouble for loval German 
Americans reluctant to suppor t a war 
against friends and relatives overseas. 
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