











For example, Korth states that the Citizen s Alliance
failed to attract the core of the social, cultural and polit-
cal elite of Minneapolis.” In fact, important members of
its board of directors, which included Pillsburvs, Walkers.,
Davtons, Washburns, and Crosbys, were deeply involved
in organizing and financing the Minneapolis Art Insti-
tute, the Minnesota Orchestra, and the Walker At Cen-
ter. Later he describes the “very loose” organizanon of
the employer committees during the strikes as a product
of the allilance’s beliet in individualism. He is unaware
that the CA carefully organized each commitiee in an
attempt to disguise its involvement.

In a final chapter, “Lessons,” Korth concludes that the
Citizen's Alliance was driven by a historical myth of indi-
vidual liberty, Organized, collective activities would mean
a loss of antonomy and force abandonment ot the
group’s historical mission, In reality, the goal of the CA
and its many allies was profitable business acrivity.
Recognizing the danger of union organization as early as
1903, business leaders had organized the CA 1o unify
their community and protect their industiial empire. The
group worked dihgently with other civic organizations to
suppress unions and improve every aspect of what might
now be called the “business climate.”

Evaluating the strike’s place in history, Korth discusses

the government's "neutral, honest broker's role” as it dis-
covered “the will to discipline the business community to
accepr new economic, social and political relationships.”
Out of the strike, Korth cantends, a new, harmonious
consensus emerged. This analysis, of course, ignores the
violent industrial upheavals of the 1930s, the anti-
Communist witch hunts of the 1940s and 1950s, and the
union-busting campaigns of the 1980s and 1990s.

In the last line of The Minneapolis Teamsters Sirike of
1934 Korth observes, "By regulating economic life, we
can, ironically, move closer to fulfilling this original vision
of social and economic justice promised by a market
cconomy.” In fact, what the CA learned was that massive,
violent strikes led by dedicated Communists threatened
the oligarchy the businessmen had detended for 30 years,
The labor relations and anti-Communist strategies of the
next 60 vears would be determined by this “lesson.” While
the momentous conflict of 1934 remains a fascinating
subject, this is a flawed recounting of events.

Reviewed by William Millikan. awthor of nwmerous articles on
husiness and tabar i Minnesota, who is wreting @ book aboul the
Minneapolis Citizen's Alliance. His 1994 article “The Red Baiting
of Kenneth C. Hayeraft” won the Solon f. Buck Award for the year’s
hest articde in Minnesota History.,

News & Notes

OUR READERS WRITE: Wallicon D.
Eveckson’s article “Establishing Minnesola's
First Hospital for the Insane” in the Sum-
mer 1992 issue insprred Keewatin native
Levieretter M. Gridf, now lrving i Califor-
niat, to vesearch hospitats for cantagious dis-
eases, also called detendion hospetals, She
Jound: “The village ol Hihbing operat-
ed a detention hospital consisting of
two main buildings, two stories high.
located between First and Thivd Ave-
nues benveen the D.MA&N. depotand
Bennet Park Cemetery, I believe this is
where I, at the age of about 52, was a
patient in 1915 because of scarlet [ever,
Minnesota laws at that time required
immediate hospitalization. For me, it
meant separation for six weeks with no
visitors allowed.” Any reader who can
supply more information about the
Hibbing Detention Hospital, please
contact Mrs. Grill at 3411 Maclrona Dr.,
Santa Barbara, Calif, 93105,

OJIBWAY LEADLERS [rom Minnesota,
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Wisconsin, lllinois, Michigan, and
southern Ontario are included in John
A ko Jr.'s illustrated Ojrbwa Chiefs
16901890, An Annotated Listing (Trov,
N.Y.: Whitston Publishing Co.. 1995, 78
p-. $6.50). About 800 men are listed in
alphabencal order by "most popular
name.” Enghsh-language versions of
names, locales, dates, and (where possi-
ble) short biographical sketches are
included. The book may be ordered
from the publisher, P.O. Box 958,
Troy, N.Y. 12181.

CHASING RAINBOWS: A Recollection of
the Great Plains, 1921-1975 by Gladys
Leffler Gist (Ames: Iowa State Univer-
sity Press, 1993, 157 p., cloth, $2.95)
tells of her family’s sruggle to make
ends meet through the depression
vears, drought, and war. The Gists
worked nine different tenant fanms in
[owa and South Dakota before secur-
ing relative prosperily in the 1950s,
Eclitor James Marten., a historian and

the hushand of Gist's granddaughter,
supplemented this memoir, originally
written as a vearly summary of events,
with extensive notes adding context
and perspective to the account.

THE HISTORY of New Ulm is central
to Virginia Strate's new novel, The Lasi
Brielge: The Adventures of Tivo German
Brothers Wha Came to Southern Minnesota
(St. Cloud: North Star Press, 1994,
247 p., paper, $16.95). Burdened by
their father's arrest for sedition in
Germany, two boys and their uncle
emigrated for the Turner colony in
Cincinnati, eventually making their
separate wavs 1o Minnesota’s wown of
Freiheit (Freedom). Both the brothers
and Freiheit mature and prosper over
the years until, in the book's climax,
the United States entry into World
War I causes wrouble for loyal German
Americans reluctant o support a war
against friends and relatives overseas.
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