











related to his wide-ranging activities in trans-
portation, finance, politics, philanthropy, agron-
omy, and a host of other topics.3*

Four years later the Northwest Area Foun-
dation generously donated the papers of his
son, Louis Warren Hill, to the library. Roughly
twice the size of his father’s collection, these
papers carry the story of the family’s central
involvement in economic development and
related activities forward to Louis Hill’s death in
1948, documenting his wide range of activities,
including transportation and the Great North-
ern Railway; banking, primarily the activities of
the First Bank of St. Paul; tourism, notably
Glacier National Park; copper mining in Arizo-
na; investments in Oregon timberlands; Minne-
sota iron-ore properties; agriculture; philan-
thropy; and other subjects. Louis Hill also
played a pivotal role, described in his papers, in
the revival of the St. Paul Winter Carnival,
beginning in 1916. The James J. Hill and
Louis W. Hill Papers are nationally and region-
ally rich resources for any serious assessment of
the nation’s economic development during its
industrializing era.?>

From the vantage point of what many ob-
servers have dubbed the postindustrial era, the
James J. Hill Reference Library remains the
Victorian entrepreneur’s most visible civic lega-
cy. Its goals and much of its character have
changed during the course of the last three-
quarters of a century. The Empire Builder
could not have foreseen the computer revolu-
tion or many of the other cultural and techno-
logical changes that have altered St. Paul and
the library that he founded. Some things he
would find familiar, however. He would certain-

James J. Hill, about 1910

ly have recognized the building he had mod-
eled after Morgan’s own library and, of course,
his extensive personal papers and business
records. Above all, one suspects, Hill easily
would have grasped the importance of research
and dissemination of information, pursuits that
he contemplated fostering in the village of
St. Paul more than a century ago.

34 “The James J. Hill Papers, 1838-1913,” brochure, Hill Library Archives.
35 “The Louis W. Hill Papers, 1875-1948,” brochure, Hill Library Archives.

The pictures on p. 118, 123, 126-27, 128, and 129 are from the Hill Library Archives, and p. 125 is from the Louis W. Hill
Papers, both at the James |. Hill Reference Library. All other images are in the Minnesota Historical Society collections.
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